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Saints and sinners: The ninth and tenth commandments

The Ninth Commandment: Thou shalt not
covet thy neighbor’shouse. (Exodus20:17 and
Deuteropnomy 5:21)

What doesthis mean?

“Weshall fear and love God that we may not
craftily seek to get our neighbor’sinheritance
or house... but help and be of servicetohimin
keeping it.” (Numberings and definition are
from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.)

The Tenth Commandment: Thou shalt not
covet thy neighbor’swife, nor hismanservant,
nor hismaidservant, nor hiscattle, nor anything
that isthy neighbor’s.

What doesthismean?

“We should fear and love God that we may
not estrange, force or entice away from our
neighbor his wife, servants or cattle, but urge
them to stay and do their duty.” (Numberings
and definition arefrom Martin Luther’s Small

Catechism.)

Thefirst eight commandmentsintheir bare-
bonesform get usto examine our actions. The
Ninth and Tenth Commandments get usto ex-
amine our heart and our motives. What these
commandments say isthat illicit desireisjust
asmuchasinasanillicit act. Itisn’'t only that
coveting often leads to overt acts of stealing,
killing and adultery — evenif it doesn't, it can
warp our thinking and twist our characters.

According to the Proverbs: “ As he thinketh
in hisheart, soishe.” What this meansisthat
thereisnothing wrong with the act of coveting
if what we covet isto achieve the highest and
thebest of ourselves. Itiswhenwedesireinor-
dinately to better our circumstances and not
ourselves, or envy what somebody el sehas, that
desire can get usinto trouble.

Thiskind of desire implies dissatisfaction
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withour situationinlife. Itisasinagainst God
who has given us everything we need for our
happiness so that we need desirenothing. Asit
also saysin the Proverbs: “Thou satisfiest the
desire of every living thing.”

But likethewomen who went to the sepul cher
tofind Jesus on Easter morning, wemay belook-
ing inthewrong place for the satisfaction of our
desires. Thewomenwerelookinginthegraveyard
— among the dead. That iswhere we often look
for thefulfillment of our desires— among things

that lead to adead end in terms of happiness.

Asthe story in the Bible goes, an angel met
thewomeninthetomb, toldthemthat Jesuswas
not there (hehad risen), andinstructed themto
goquicklytoGalileetoseehim.Andasthey ran,
theMaster met them. Fromthiswecanlearnthat
itisinrunning and reachingfor thehighest and
thebest that wefind our heart’ sdesirefulfilled.
Thereisnolonger aneed to covet anything.

We get asecond clue from another part of the
Easter story. Thedisciplesarewalkingto Emmaus
after theresurrection. Therisen Christ hasjoined
them on the way but they don’t recognize him.
Thatisoften our trouble: Thehighest andthebest
isinour midst but we don’t recognizeit.

Rev. Dr. LeslieWeatherhead, popular Chris-
tian agnostic and author of “The Will of God”
(Abingdon Press, 1999), tells the story of a
young wife whose husband had just died. She

was sitting on the hearth rug in front of aflick-
eringfireinthesmall cottagewherefriendsanc
family had gatheredinmourning. Thearmof an
old, white-haired womanwasaround her shoul-
der. The younger woman was very resentful as
shesaidtotheminister whowasthere: “ Youtalk
about thelove of Christ. | don’t believeit. You
talk about the everlasting arms of God. | don't
believeit. My husbandand | weresoinlovewith
one another and now he has been taken away.”

And the minister said to her, “My dear girl,
the love of Christ iswithin afoot of you—in
your mother. Andtheeverlastingarmsyoudon'’t
believe in — why, they are around you at this
moment. Whosedo youthink isthearm across
your shoulder now?”’

Inaworld likethat, surrounded by love anc
supported by “everlasting arms,” what need i<
thereto covet anything?

Formerly homeless, young Catholic creates program for homeless youth

By Liz Sidoti
Associlated Press Writer

COLUMBUS, Ohio — As achild,
Angelal ariviere bounced among tem-
porary housing, rundown hotels and
other people’s couches 39 timesin a
searchfor stability —theonly constant
inlifebeing religiousfaith.

With asingle mother battling mental
andphysical illnesses, Lariviereand her
four siblings at times did not know
where their next meals or next beds
would be.

“1 never thought anyone else lived
like | did,” said Lariviere, who was
dubbed “the gypsy” by schoolmates.

But after getting a job through
AmeriCorps with the Coalition on
Homelessness and Housing in Ohio,
Lariviere realized that she had been
homeless as a child and that little had
changed in her home state since then.
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That discovery prompted hertoform
the coalition’s Youth Empowerment
Programin2000. Throughoutit, Ohio’s
homel esschildrenadvocatefor changes
in state laws, school policies and shel-
ter rules affecting them.

Becauseof her work, the 30-year-old
Lariviere wasthe 2002 recipient of the
Catholic Campaign for Human
Development’s Cardinal Bernardin
New Leadership Award, given to a
young Catholicwho hasfought poverty
andinjustice.

Lariviere attended various churches
asachildand convertedto Catholicism
so sheand her husband could raisetheir
childreninonefaith. Sheisabright spot
inadifficult timefor the church asthe
clergy sex abuse scandal dragson.

“1focusonthepartsof thechurchthat
| agreewith—thefaith, thereligion, the
commitment to the community,”
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Lariviere said, explaining that the
church’s troubles have not shaken her
belief in God or her missionto serve.

Bothremaincentral toher lifeat work
and at home.

If sheis not leading community ser-
vice projects with the empowerment
program’ shomel essyouth, sheiswork-
ing on similar effortsin her parish, St.
Ladislas in Columbus, with her hus-
band, Charles, and their two children.

“It'sjust what | do,” Lariviere ex-
plained matter-of-factly, shrugging off
any notionthat her lifeisextraordinary.

Lariviere credits the success of the
empowerment program to the 700
young people whose input determined
theissuesthe group would addressand
how the organization would be struc-
tured.

“They wantedtobeinvolvedinsome-
thing. They wanted respect,” Lariviere

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait

said. “ They wanted to seechangeshap-
pen— and they have.”

Fundedmostly by grants, theprogram
is for homeless children and young
adultsages10to 24 who serveonseven
youth-runcouncilsacrossOhiothat rep-
resent theinterestsof the state’s35,000
homeless children.

Last year, the councils successfully
lobbied for astate law that protectsthe
rights of homeless children to get an
education. They alsopersuaded shelters
to drop rules that barred boys aged 13
and older from staying with their fami-
lies.

Kevin Blackledge, an AmeriCorps-
*VISTAworker whoworkswiththepro-
gram, saidthat whiletheeffortisdriven
by young peopl e, itwould not havebeen
possiblewithout Lariviere'svision.

“Thekidstrust her. For alot of them,
she'stheir mother. She supports them,

andgivesthemachancetodosomething
about their situation, to hel p changeit,”
Blackledge said.

The teenagers — most of whom are
not orphans or street kids but rather in
community shelters and transitional
housing with their families — call
Larivierealeader, afriend, asister, and,
most of al, an equal.

“She’s been in the same situations,”
said 14-year-old Nick Molina. “ So
many people don’'t understand us. She
does because she’sone of us.”

Thirteen-year-old SashaBowerssaid
Larivieretreatsyoungpeopleinthepro-
gram asadults.

“Sheknowswe' reold enoughto un-
derstandwhat’sgoneoninour lives,and
sheknowsthat we have more responsi-
bilitiesthan other kids our age because
shedid, too,” Bowerssaid.

The youth tell stories about how

Lariviere drives them to meetings or
projects no matter wherethey are stay-
ing, whether it’ sminutesor hoursaway.
Sheletsthem do laundry and hang out
at her home; she feeds them and gives
themmoney if they needit. Most of all,
they say, they can count on her to take
theminif they woul d otherwise havetc
sleep onthe streets.

“That’s more than her job,” said
Burhan Dahir, 19, a Somalian immi-
grantintheprogramsinceitsinception.
“That'sjust who sheis.”

Mark Huddy, vicar for Catholic
Charities and Social Concernsin the
Dioceseof Columbus, callsLarivierez
sign of hope.

“It's her faith commitment and her
ownexperiencethat havegivenher both
thepower and thepassionto dothiskinc
of work,” Huddy said. “ That’'saquality
that not everybody has.”
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