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commentary

from other pens...

Lott, Gore affect efforts
to attract Black voters

Republican Sen. Trent Lott’s unsuccessful fight to survivethefall-
out over hisracially charged remarksand Al Gore' sdecisionnottorun
for president could shakeup both political parties’ approachto attract-
ing black voters.

L ott’smistakes complicate the Republicans’ minority recruitment ef-
fortsbut could givetheman opportunity to buildbridges, analystsof black
politics say. Gore's departure means the support of black Democratic
voterswho were loyal to him in the 2000 presidential electionisnow a
prizethe party’sremaining presidential prospectswill competetowin.

It'sasif“ great big piecesof icehavecollidedintheocean,” said black
historian Roger Wilkins of George Mason University. “All of asud-
den, we' reinamoment that isfluid.”

Lott’s recent comments— that the country would have been better
off if Sen. Strom Thurmond had been elected president in 1948 on a
segregationist ticket— had the Senate maj ority | eader fightingtokeep
that job until he said Friday hewould step down.

L ott has been apologizing profusely for his comments and talking
about how he can make amends.

“It seemsthisisthe the Republicans' opportunity,” said Wilkins,
“especiadlyif theRepublicansrespondinaway that reachesout to black
people, dothingsyoungblackscanlook at and say ' that’ sinteresting.”’

David Bositis, asenior political analyst for the Joint Center on Po-
litical and Economic Studies, said there' sagrowing number of blacks
— especially younger ones— who could find some Republican posi-
tionsappealing if the GOP made adetermined effort to attract them.

“The Trent Lott thing isjust one more examplewhereyou havethe Re-
publican Party appearing to be mired in the past about race,” Bositissaid.

President Bush and histeam have been making adetermined effort
to win more minority voters and hope they can make progress with
programs such as school vouchers, which raiseinterest among blacks
frustrated with their public schools, and government aid funneled
through religious groups.

But Lott’s comments touched anervein a country trying to put the
segregation erabehind.

“Thisisclearly avery serious matter, one that can have lasting ef-
fects,” said Florida Republican Chairman Al Cardenas, who isactive
inthe GOP’s Hispanic outreach efforts.

ChrisDePino, chairman of the Connecticut GOP, said winning over
minoritiesiscrucial inNortheasternstates. Theanger over Lott’scom-
ments is caused more by perception than reality, “but the perception
rules,” said DePino, who iswhite.

WhileRepublicansfigure out how to cut their lossesintheL ott situ-
ation, Democratsarelooking for waysto bol ster their appeal inacom-
munity that often votesfor them by a9-1 margin.

DonnaBrazile, aleading black Democratic strategist, said Gorewas
thestrongfavoriteof black lawmakersand mayors. “Now theblack vote
isupfor grabs.”

Likely Demacratic candidates in 2004 have already been reaching
out to blacks, especially in Southern states such as South Carolinaand
Virginia, which arelikely to have early contestsin the 2004 presiden-
tial race.

President Clinton was popular among blacks and Gore was known
for hisconnectionto him. Other Democratic contenders, however, are
not well known among black voters.

“That will create some serious competition,” said Demacratic poll-
ster Ron Lester, whoisblack. “ That isagood thing. They will haveto
goinwithsomesolid proposals. ... Each candidatewill haveto havean
African-American outreach program.”

Wilkins said the entire country is getting astark reminder of thera-
cial politicsof the past because the L ott situation “isproviding atuto-
rial for young people— both black and white.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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| have given up Christmas shopping

| don’t know about you, but | have given up
Christmas shopping.

| usedtolovethelightsand window displaysof
the season, but the allure has faded since busi-
nessesbeginthosethingsevenbeforeHalloween.

Somehow, for me, themagi c hasbeen absorbed
by greed.

| suppose part of my disillusion it also caused
by age.

Thestoresaretoo big, the parking lotstoo haz-
ardous, thedanger of being rammed by poor shop-
pingcartdrivers, al adduptoaScrooge-likeframe
of mind. | avoid crowdswhenever possible; | also
get afeeling of sadnessto seetheobviousdisplays
of materialismwhen | know thereare peoplewho
need food and shelter.

Last year afriendtold methat hedoesn’t do his
Christmasshoppinguntil December 23. That way
he has much less to choose from. I’ ve thought
about that alot thisyear.

| think that used to betrue, but I’ m not sureitis
anymore. Granted, you may not get THE toy your

I’m watching t

ConnieMorrisand Trent L ott.

Political flotsam and jetsam, washed up ashore
inthe wake of an oh-so-correct storm.

Neither one of them knows it — yet. But their
daysare numbered.

Sen. Lott's sin — pronouncing at a retirement
party marking Sen. Strom Thurmond’s100th birth-
day that the country would have been better off if
the Dixiecrat senator had been elected president
in1948.

It's not likely the mgjority leader meant to en-
dorse Sen. Thurmond'’ spro-segregati on stance of
half acentury ago— hedidn’t get where heisby
being stupid — but peopletook it that way.

Especialy, Lott's enemiestook it that way —
|eftists, Democrats, anti-Republican hard-liners.
And because what he said wasn't politically cor-
rect, no oneit comingto hisdefense.

Lott is chopped liver. Even his own president
denounced him.

He' Il wind up as jetsam, dumped overboard to
lightenthe GOP ship.

Connie Morris. She just doesn’t get it. In her
latest faux pas, Mrs. Morriswrotethat the mayor
of Garden City, Tim Cruz, was“an admittedille-
ga immigrant.” In fact, the mayor says, he was
bornin Garden City and his parentswere bornin
theU.S.,, and he never told her otherwise.

If she keeps this up, Mrs. Morriswill give her
enemiesmorethan enough toolsto bury her with.

Well meaning and intelligent, she found faith
which gave her thestrengthtorighten her lifeand
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children have been whipped into afrenzy to want
thisyear, but you certainly haveaplethoraof other
things to choose from - even aslate as Christmas
Eve. In 2001, | went into a store two days before
Christmas, andtheshelveswerestill full and over-
flowing. And the shelving displays were so close
together, you could hardly get through the aisles.
That wasashock!

Yearsago by that time of the Christmas season,
the storeswould have been practically empty. Not
soanymore! | couldn’t help but think of theinven-
tory burdenthey weregoingto havein January and
February.

I’ve given up Christmas shopping. It doesn’t
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realize her political ambitions. An arduous
grassroots campaign gave her aseat on the state
Board of Education with adouble victory over a
moreliberal incumbent.

But her statements on immigration show she
understands only part of the American dream.

Americawasfounded by peoplewhohaddrive,
ambition and a dream. They came here for their
ownreasons—tomakemoney, toworshiptheway
they pleased, to conquer anew land.

They were no better, and no worse, than those
they left behind. They often were more grasping
andlesstolerant thantheoldrulers. ThePilgrims,
forinstance, camehereseeking religiousfreedom
fortheir church, but offeredthesametonooneelse
intheir colony.

Out of the colonial settlements, though, camea
dream, a nation founded on the principle that all
menarecreated equal and havecertaininalienable
rights. It was adream honored often asnot in the
beach asin the observance.

Butinspiteof our failures, thedreamhasgrown.
WEe' vebecometherichest, freest, most successful
people on earth, and it’sthe dream that’s brought
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mean | don’'tlovemy family and friendsanymore.
Itjust means| can't facethehassle of theholidays.
| preferamuchmorecontempl ative, leisurely holi-
day season. From now on, I'll send acard and &
check, and they can do the shopping for me. Andiit
would even be better, if | could hand it to themin
person. Because, after al, Christmasis about be-
ing together, about giving and receiving the gift of
love, about being grateful, etc.

Please noletters!

| understand that capitalism needs manufactur-
ing and excessive buying to keep the economy
strong. | really do understand that. But somehow
that processal so spursustowant too much, and then
waste precious time working and worrying about
topay forital.

That time would be better spent with our loved
ones— showing our lovein more personal ways.

Maybeyou don't agree. That’sokay. | just want
youtothink aboutit. Whenall issaidand done, isn't
Christmasacel ebration of afreegift—giventothe
wholeworld?

ne political flotsam and jetsam

usthat far.

And Connie Morrisgetsthat part of it. The part
she missesis that the dream has always been for
everybody, not just “us,” whoever that is.

Minoritieswhohavecomehere, Pilgrims, Catho-
lics, Jaws, Swedes, Germans, Chinese, peoplefrom
every country, al religions, every hue, haveassimi-
lated and become part of the dream, even though
we'vemadeit hard on many of them.

Some, like blacks, we kept legally separate
through thefirst part of Strom Thurmond’scareer.
Some, liketheltaliansand theIrish, were set apart
until they learned the language and the customs of
the new land. Most — whoever the newcomers
were— hadtotoil in the packing plants and sweat
shopsto earn their place.

And so it is today with immigrants, Hispanics,
east Europeans, Asians, all those who come here
seeking a better life. It's not easy, but they come
because they know what ishere— freedom, jobs,
safety, away of lifeenvied by theworld.

Our immigration laws don’t mean much, not
when millions want to come so badly. And these
peoplewoul d not comeunl essour economy needed
the labor. They take jobs most Americans won't
touch, whatever it takesto makealiving.

Our systemstill isnot perfect, and maybeit never
will be. Butwhen peoplewant to comeheretowork
and build abetter life, we ought to wel come them,
not shunthem. They’ relessof athreat tothedream
than some Americans.

Inareal sense, they’ rewhat thedreamisall about.
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