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KANSASCITY,Mo.(AP)—Dante
Hall reportedtotraining campworried
about getting cut. Now, he’ sheadedfor
the Pro Bowl.

“I"'mtrying to stop smiling. | really
am,” said Kansas City’s diminutive
return specialist, beaming ear-to-ear.
“Butl can't.”

He and four members of a Kansas
City offense that leads the league in
scoringwereall namedtotheProBowl
Thursday, the most since six Chiefs
were selected in 1997.

Right guard Will Shields, |efttackle
Willie Roaf, tight end Tony Gonzalez
and running back Priest Holmesall led
theAFCinfanvotingattheir positions.

But nonewashappier than Hall, the
5-foot-8, 180-pounder who was
drafted in the fifth round in 2000 and
spent 2001 in NFL Europe. A specia
project of coach Dick Vermeil, Hall
fought hisway ontotheroster last sum-
mer after being switched fromrunning
back to widereceiver.

“It'sjust an unbelievable feeling. |
never could think something like this
could happenfor me, goingfromstrug-
gling just to make the team to the Pro
Bowl,” Hall said.“ Youjust can’timag-
ine that, man. I'm really happy for
(Vermeil) and my mom. If it hadn’t
been for his faith in me, I might not
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even beintheleague.”

A Houston native, Hall has six
touchdown playsthisyear of 49 yards
or more.

AgainstArizonaonDec. 1, hehada
team-record 90-yard punt return for a
touchdown.

The following week against the
Rams, Hall had an 88-yard kickoff re-
turn and an 86-yard punt return for
touchdowns. Thenlastweek at Denver,
he had a 75-yard catch-and-run for a
TD before turning in what many felt
wasoneof themost amazing playsthey
ever saw.

Taking ascreen pass on the Denver
49, he darted | eft, then right, then left
again. Thenhewent backwardacouple
of steps and darted back to hisright,
leaving defenderssprawled ontheturf
ashebrokefreeinto theend zone.

“That oneintheDenver game, that's
almostimpossibletodo,” saidVermeil.
“Dante Hall has come out of the blue.
It'saways more exciting for ayoung
manwho never expectedtomakeit. He
wasoverwhelmed when hefirst heard
it.”

Hall, who al so hasa60-yard touch-
down catch against Jacksonville, said
he just “took off running” when
Vermeil gave him the news.

“1 couldn’'tbelieveit. Somethingjust

told metorun,” Hall said. “I can't put
itintowords. Asakidgrowingup, you
just want to get to thislevel. And to
think about the Pro Bowl?1t’'sjust un-
believable. The Lord's blessing me
right now.”

Holmesled the NFL in rushing last
season and wasleading thisyear when
ahipinjury put himoutfor at least this
weekend' sgame. Hereceived 747,297
fanvotes, secondintheoverall fanvote
behind only Green Bay quarterback
Brett Favre.

Heleadsthe NFL with 1,615 yards
rushing, breaking thefranchiserecord
of 1,555 yards he set last season. He
also has 21 rushing TDs, three shy of
the NFL single-season record.

It'stheeighth straight triptothe Pro
Bowl for Shields, whowastakeninthe
third round of the 1993 draft out of
Nebraskaand has started 157 straight
games, the third-longest active streak
inthe NFL.

Itwill betheei ghth Pro Bowl appear-
ancefor Roaf and capsaninspirational
comeback. He was named to the elite
squad seven times asamember of the
New Orleans Saints.

Roaf joinedtheChiefsinMarchina
tradewithNew Orleansafter undergo-
ing the kind of reconstructive knee
surgery that has ended many careers.

Broncos have two on Pro Bowl defense

DENVER (AP) — Defensive end
Trevor Pryce and linebacker Al Wil-
son, two fixturesinaDenver Broncos
defensethat ranks seventhinthe NFL
thisseason, aregoingtothe Pro Bowl.

Pryce and Wilson were selected to
the American Football Conference
team Thursday by acombined vote of
theleague’ splayers, coachesandfans.

The game, between the stars of the
American and National football con-
ferences, will beplayed Feb. 2atAloha
Stadium in Honolulu.

Pryce, making hisfourth trip to the
ProBowl, started for theAFCin 1999
and 2000 and was areservelast year.

Wilson is making his second con-
secutive Pro Bow! appearance.

Itwasthefewest number of Broncos
selected to the Pro Bowl since 1988,

when punter MikeHoranwasthelone
Denver representative. It also wasthe
first time since 1989 that Denver did
not have an offensive player sel ected.
Prycewent to the Pro Bowl the past
threeseasonsasadefensivetackleand
made a seamless transition to defen-
siveendthisseason. HeleadstheBron-
coswith 8 1/2 sacks, most of them ac-
cumulated before opponents began
double- and triple-teaming him.
Askedif hefelt heplayed better at end
or at tackle, Pryce said, “I think better
at end. It’s more natural for me. But
you're farther away from the ball, and
if theteamrunstheother way, that’ shard
on you. You' re not going to make any
playswhenthey runtheoppositeway.”
Pryce said being selected “means
that people around the league recog-

nizewhat | can do. Thisis my fourth
time. I’'m glad to be going, but I'm
thinking of bigger thingsright now.1’d
rather go to the playoffs. It's good to
haverecognition, but the seasonisnot
over yet.”

Wilson, wholeadsthe Broncoswith
acareer-high 171 tackles, said hissec-
ond selectionfeel sbetter thanhisfirst.

“It’slikel madeitthisyear,” Wilson
said. “| wasan alternatelast year. For
meto havetheopportunity to actually
be picked, as a player, to really make
theteam, it'sagreat honor for myself,
aswell asfor my teammates.

“Ifeltlikel washavingagoodyear.
At the same time, | felt there were
things | definitely could have done
better, there were plays| felt | should
havemadeat timesthat | didn’t make.”
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for wins before holidays

TheCowboysand Cowgirlswill pay
their final game of the year tonight
when they host the Quinter Bulldogs
at Max Jones Fieldhouse beginning at
3:45p.m.

Saturday the Cowboy wrestlerswill
host theHoliday Classic at Max Jones
thisweekend, featuringwrestlersfrom
eight teamsbeginning at 9 am.

Tonight, theCowgirlswill try toex-
tend their winning streak to six games
as they head into the holiday break.
Tonight's game will be the last of the
year, concludingthefirst quarter of the
basketball season.

Coach Connie Livengood believes
thegirlsareplayingwell, but saysthis
game will be another test. The Cow-
girls have wins over Imperial, Neb.,
two over Burlington, plus Holyoke,
Colo., McCook, Neb., and Ottawa,
who they defeated to win the Topside
Tipoff.

TheCowboyshavea3-2recordwith
winsover Holyoke and two over Bur-
lington. They lost to Imperial in the
season opener, and to Ottawa in the
Topside Tipoff boys championship.

Cowboys Coach Jon McClean says
heis pleased with the performance of

Avs win first game
under new coach

DENVER (AP) — Patrick Roy
stopped 31 shotstohelp Tony Granato
win his NHL coaching debut as the
Colorado Avalanche beat the Ed-
monton Oilers 2-1 Thursday night.

Granato, whoreplaced Bob Hartley
on Wednesday, was known as afeisty
playerinhis13NHL seasonsand that
seemed to rub off on the Avalanche.

Colorado cameout hittingfromthe
start and peppered Edmontongoalie
Tommy Salowith29 shotstowinfor
just the fourth time in 16 home
games.

Alex Tanguay and Dean McAm-
mond each scored to make up for the
absences of stars Peter Forsberg and
Joe Sakic, who have missed three
games.

Roy seemed to see everything the
Oilersfired at him, making even the
most difficult saveslook easy.

histeam, andfeel sthefast-pacedstyle
of play makes them competitive and
funto watch.

The Cowgirls’ varsity game is
scheduledtobeginat 5:30p.m.,andthe
Cowboys juniorvarsity will play atthe
sametimeintheJunior Highgym.The
Cowboys' varsity gameisscheduledto
begin about 7 p.m., and the Cowgirls’
junior varsity will play in the Junior
High gym.

Saturday morning, the Cowboys
will wrestle Hoxie in aleague dual
beginningat 9a.m., and at 10:30 a.m.
the first round of the Holiday Classic
will begin.

Hoxie, Ulysses, Leoti, Burlington,
Scott City, Hill City and Dodge City

are coming for the tournament. They
will havepool duals, withthewinners
moving on to the championships at
3:30p.m.

Thetournament featuressomeof the
top wrestling teams, with Goodlanc
ranked secondinthestatein Class4A,
Hoxieranked firstin 1-2-3A and Bur-
lington last year's Colorado 3A state
champion. Scott City is a perennial
powerhousein4A and DodgeCityisa
very strong 6A team.

Coach Randy Bahesaid heishoping
to have some of hisinjured wrestlers
back for this tournament. When they
went to Burlington on Saturday, the
Cowboyswere short six varsity wres-
tlersand finished seventh.
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Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch

Jones Land Company wishes

Christmas and New Year. We

everyone a delightful

appreciate your friendship
and businessin 2002, and
look forward to building

EQUAL HOUSING
opportunity

% relationships further in the
year to come.
See our finelistings:

810 Center (U/C)  Lots-Westmoor Acres 126 N. Clark 121 W. 11th

1323 Caldwell 605 E. 5th (reduced) 6460 Ruleton Ave. 1501 Caldwell (U/C)
241 Cherry (reduced) 1019 Caldwell 904 Cherry (Motivated Sdler) 408 W. 11th

615 W. 16th 221 W. Tth 924 E. 6th (U/C) 1509 Cherry

718 W. 14th Lots- Toelkes 5450 Cty Rd 9 802 E. 5th

(Price Reduced) 714 Broadway 1003 E. Hwy. 24 850 Centennial Dr.
901 Broadway 1506 Center (Commercial-reduced) g1 \14n (Commercial)
403& 411 Cherry  125E. 6th (reduced) ~ LOtS-1609 Caldwell 197 pagin (sold)

216 Main 222 W. 9th Lot-West 8th 4.6 acres - East 8th
824 Wyoming (U/IC) 709W. 13th (u/c) 2021 Enterprise @isnsBy 705 Cty. Rd. 67 (wd)
1106 College (Excusive) 719 Sherman 318 Eustis 1512 Sherman
301 Center 1525 Center

m Call Joyceto look at any of these fine houses.
115 E. 9th » Goodland, Kansas
jbboe@wwwebservice.net
www.joneslandco.com ¢ (785) 899-0500
Robert Jones/owner/broker « (785) 899-6135
Joyce Boehme/associate broker ¢ (785) 899-3548

R
R

The VFW will host Santa from
at the VFW hall.

held at Central School).

Elliott’s Inc.

Goodland Sheet Metal

The

(500

Santa Claus will have goodies for all girls & boys.
Then at 2 p.m. the Goodland Daily News will have their

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING

In front of the Chamber of Commerce building on East
11th (if we have adverse weather the drawing will be

It’s still not to late to get your tickets .

The deadline for collecting tickets is 1 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 19 at the following merchants:

American Communications

Aten Department Store

BANKWEST of Kansas

Bowman’'s Heating & Air Conditioning
Curt’s Corner Garage & Body Shop
Dan Brenner Ford-Mercury

Eagle Cable TV and Internet

El Dorado Western Wear

Frontier Equity Exchange
Goodland Area Chamber of Commerce

ON

12 noon until 2 p.m.

US

$2,000 Give Away is Saturday, December 21, 2002
$1,500 first prize and $500 second prize

Grass Roots Lawn Service
Goodland Greenline

Goodland Daily News

Goodland Medical Arts Pharmacy
Hitchcock Inc.

Jacque's Hallmark

Knott Just Books

Peoples State Bank

Picnic in the Park

Mann's Jewelry & Gifts
Miller's Electronics

Western State Bank

Garcia's Home Furnishings & Appliance

dland Daily News



