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at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 4:28 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:04 a.m.
¢ Sunset, 4:29 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 33 degrees
» Humidity 71 percent
+ Sky cloudy and overcast
* Winds east 5 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.20 inches

and falling

+ Record High 83° (1964)
* Record Low -9° (1998)

Last 24 Hours*

High 46°
Low 15°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: cloudy with 20 percent
chance of snow, low lower teens,
winds north 5-10 m.p.h. Tomorrow:
mostly cloudy, high lower 30s, low
lower teens, winds north 5-10 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast

Christmas: mostly sunny, high
near 40, low mid teens. Thursday:
mostly clear, high lower 40s. Friday:
clear, high lower 50s, low mid teens.
Saturday: partly cloudy, high upper

40s, low upper teens.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Theweather was sunny Saturday as
hundreds of people gathered on 11th
Street with their tickets and lists of
number to see who would be thewin-
ners of the fifth annual Christmas On
Us contest sponsored by Goodland
merchants and The Goodland Daily
News.

Thecrowdjammed aroundthestage,
and nearly every parking place down-
town wasfull. It took lessthan half an
hour tofindthetwowinners, with Rusty
Fritz of Edson winning the $500 first
prize, and Maria Castillo, 404 Cherry,
winning the $1,500 grand prize.

Fritzgot histicket at Frontier Equity
while Castillo got hersat El Dorado.

Thegrand prize drawing took place
at 2 p.m.infront of the GoodlandArea
Chamber of Commerce office, ending
themonth-long contest, whichgave 12
Goodland shoppers atotal of $2,500
extraholiday dollars. All prize money
was awarded in scrip, which can only
be spent at participating Goodland
businesses.

Ten “instant winners” received $50
each in weeks leading up to the draw-
ing by finding their numbersin adsin
the special Christmason Ussection of
the paper.

Steve Haynes, president of The
Goodland Daily News, stood onastage
in front of the crowd, calling out win-
ning ticket numbers. Eleventh Street
wasblocked off at Mainand Center for
the drawing, which lasted about 20
minutes.

Haynes called children out of the
audiencetomix theticketsandpick the
winning numbersout of ahugeplastic
bin. Rachel Smith, daughter of Sheila

Eight Pages

Smith, Daily News office manager,
wrotethenumberson poster board, dis-
playing the signsto the crowd.

The$500prizewasgivenaway first,
anditdidn’'ttakelongfor Fritztoreal-
izehewasawinner.

Cadtillowasthesecondpersoncalled
for the grand prize. The holder of the
firstticket drawn, whichhadbeengiven
out at Dan Brenner Ford, was not
present.

Castillo was accompanied by two
daughters to help with translation. It
took several minutesfor her to realize
shehadthewinningticket,andthetime
had nearly expired when shecamefor-
ward.

Many of those in the audience had
organized their tickets in numerical
order and had liststo makefinding the
numberseasier.

While waiting for the drawing to
beginandbetweendrawings, EricYon-
key and Bill Wagoner, advertising rep-
resentativesfor TheDaily News, ledthe
crowd joined in singing carols.

Thecontest, sponsored by Goodland
merchantsand TheDaily News, started
in mid-November, with participating
busi nesses handing out one ticket for
each $10 spent on productsor services.
Shopperscould collect up to 250 tick-
etspertransaction. Thelastday togeta
ticket for the big drawing was Thurs-
day.

Over the four weeks, there were
ticket numbersintheparticipatingmer-
chants' ads, andthelucky winnerswho
cametothe newspaper officereceived
$50in scrip.

See DRAWING, Page 4

Noon

Wheat — $3.64 bushel
Posted county price — $3.56
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $2.48 bushel
Posted county price — $2.22
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Milo — $2.25 bushel
Soybeans — $5.27 bushel
Posted county price — $5.15
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Millet — $10.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Qil current crop — $11.00 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection current — $17/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $16
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

No plans
for N. Korea

WASHINGTON — With anu-
clear crisis deepening in North
K orea, Defense Secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld said today the U. S.
couldfightthewar onterror, awar
in Irag and possible conflict with
Pyongyang simultaneously.

“We are perfectly capable of
doing that which is necessary,”
Rumsfeld said.

But White House officials em-
phasized the United Stateshasno
intention of attacking North Ko-
rea, andintendsto defusethesitu-
ation through diplomacy.

Rumsfeldgavenoindicationthe
U. S. wasreadying military force
against anuclear power plant that
North Koreais moving to restart
— astep the administration calls
evidence of North Korea's new
attemptsto build anuclear bomb.

TheClintonadministrationcon-
sidered bombing the same sitein
1994, before that wasresolved.
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Woman wins $1,500 from paper

o(0¢

Maria Castillo (above) was the grand prize winner at the Christmas on Us drawing Saturday afternoon. Steve
Haynes, president of The Goodland Daily News, presented her $1,500 in scrip in front of the Chamber of
Commerce office. The $500 winner in the drawing was Rusty Fritz, (bottom left) who received his scrip from

Haynes. Kids (below) from the audience came up to help mix the thousands of tickets.
Photos by Rachel Smith and Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Merchants feel p03|t|ve about holiday buylng

By Michelle L. Hawkins
The Goodland Daily News

Despite atough year dueto drought
and economic strain, most merchants
in Goodland say that businesshasheld
up pretty well.

With only two shopping days re-
maining, retailers were gearing up to-
day for the last-minute shoppers who
comein search of the perfect gift.

“Ithasbeenabit of atoughyear,” said
Brad Koza, manager of the Wal-Mart
Supercenter, “but we have been real
comparableto last year’snumbers.”

Tech College graduates

M ost managersagreewithK ozathat
theeconomy hasaffectedretail salesfor
thisChristmasseason, but several types
of merchandise have been found to be
more positive than others.

K ozasaid as Christmasapproaches,
“electronicitemsarereally taking off.”

Chuck Bohme, owner/manager for
MillersElectronics, saidthat for them,
carpet and furniture sales have been
higher, but the small toy items have
been alittle slower.

“Our saleshave been OK, but noth-
ing to brag about,” said Bohme. “We

About 100 studentsgradu-
atedfromtheNorthwest Kan-
sasTechnical CollegeFriday
in the college's first Decem-
ber graduation. i

Robert Reiners, president
and chief executiveofficer of
Reiners Marketing Inc. of

Reinerssaidlifeislikea
video game in that people
complete levels and move
on to the next, and the stu-
| dents graduating are mov-
ing onto the next level. He
saidthereisadifferencebe-
tweenlifeandvideo games,

Denver, gave the graduation though.

addresson“ Attitudesfor Suc- d “There's no reset button

cess.” Reiners (inlife)," hesaid.
Reinersgraduatedfromthe Reinerstold the students

college’ scommuni cationstechnol ogy
departmentin 1969 and hasbeeninthe
telecommunicationsindustry for over
30years. Hebeganthetalk withalittle
humor.

“ A strangething happenedtomethis
morning,” Reinerssaid. “| went tothe
president’s office, and | wasn’t in
trouble.”

he was going to give them sometools
tousefor thenextlevel, andonewould
betheir attitude. If you haveagood at-
titude, he said, you are willing to get
alongwith your peersand treat people
right.
Thestudentshaveonethinggoingfor
them, hesaid, their Midwest, rural farm
attitude. When things change, he said,

arealittledown.”

The owner is Garcia's Home Fur-
nishings, John Garcia, said that sales
have been very steady. Sales were
higherinNovember thanthey werelast
year, hesaid, and December wassteadly.

“1 ampleasedwithwhat’ sgoingon,”
said Garcia.

Tohelpwithsalesfromnow until the
end of the year, Garcia said, they are
offeringtheir customersand additional
10 percent off, even on saleitems.

“We are trying to perform miracles
for the last-minute shoppers,” hesaid.

100 Friday

Midwesterners ask questions and fig-
ure out how to makeit work.

When he worked in cities, Reiners
said, peoplewouldsay, “ Thisisstupid!
It'll never work.”

Reinerstoldthestudentstrademaga-
zines are good tools for a career. Get
theseandreadthem, hesaid. Themaga-
zines have advertising for things they
will need, he said, and information on
new procedures.

Lifeis 10 percent what happens to
you, he said, and 90 percent how you
reacttoit.

Goodland studentsgraduating were
Ryan Stewart (communications), son
of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Stewart; Tohnna
Thompson (automotive), daughter of
Marge Quast; and Clayton Hoss (net-
working), son of Mr. and Mrs. Daryl
Hoss.

Jim Lunsway of Mr. Jim's said that
although sales were soft in the first
week of December, thelast two weeks
have been extremely strong.

Lunsway saidthat thehot-ticketitems
for hisbusinesshavebeen|eather goods
and sportswear, but salesin other areas
have been comparablewith years past.

Both Wayne Aten of Aten Depart-
ment Storeand MikeElliott of Elliott's
Inc. say that their saleshavebeendown
somethisyear asopposed tolast year.

“Wearedoingpretty good, all things
considering,” said Aten.

Elliott said that even though sal es
werenot downmuch, theitemssold by
their businessare not necessarily im-
pulse buys.”

Patsy Gresty, catalog supervisor for
J.C. Penney, said salestherehavebeer
abit higher.

“Ithasbeenagood season,” shesaid.
Penney’s had asignificant increasein
advertising this season.

Most of the stores downtown will be
closingearly on ChristmasEve, between
3 and 4 p.m., athough Miller’swill be
closing at noon and Wal-Mart at 6 p.m.

The Northwest Kansas Technical College held its first winter graduatlon
Friday, and this little girl had fun playing with her daddy’s tassel as they
waited to go through the ceremony.

Photo by Sharon Corcoran / The Goodland Daily News



