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Surgeons gone for holidays [ prime time

By Patty Decker
The Colby Free Press

There will be no surgeon available
at the Goodland and Colby hospitals
for the next six dayswhiletheregular
doctorsareonvacation, Colby officials
confirmed today.

The holiday plans affect both gen-
eral surgery and Caesarean-section
deliveries for mothers unable to have
anatural delivery.

Thedoctors cover both hospitals.

“The primary impact will be on C-
sections,” said Kevan Trenkle, chief
financial officer at Citizens Medical
CenterinColby andactingadministra-
tor while Michael Boyles is on
vacation.Any surgical cases, he said,
wil be transferred to the closest facil-
ity, probably bein Hays.

Trenklesaid both Dr. DuncanDavis,
general surgeon, and Dr. David
Younger, whodoesCaesariansections,
were away for the holidays.

“We tried to get alocum (replace-
ment) for about two months to cover

surgical proceduresfor thisweek,” he
said, “but because it was during the
holiday season, we couldn’t find any-
one.”

Doctorsat both Colby clinicsagreed
that thisisn’tagood situation, opinions
ontheseven-day absenceof asurgeon
differed.

Dr. LaDonna Regier, who is the
hospital’ schief of staff andaphysician
at Colby Medical and Surgical Center,
said shebelievesitisavery bad situa-
tion for both obstetric patients and
emergency room patientsalike.

“It's unfair to these (obstetric) pa-
tientsandit definitely placesthemand
anyone with an emergency in jeop-
ardy,” shesaid.

Although Regier does not handle
obstetrics, she did say that her associ-
ate, Dr. Victor Hildyard, also at Colby
Medical and Surgical Center, doesde-
liver babies.

Hildyard said hisofficewasnotified
about thelack of surgical coverageon
Friday and he agreeswith Regier that

thissituationisnot good.

The lack of surgical coverage had
already prompted one obstetrics pa-
tient to be transferred to Hays this
morning, he said.

“1 will not compromise a patient’s
care,” Hildyard.

Conversely, Scott Focke, whoisthe
manager of the Family Center for
Health Care, said whilethisisnot the
best situation, he disagreed that it is
dangerous.

“1f wehaveanemergency situation,
Dr. Scott Russell (one of the rotating
physicians with Docs Who Care) has
theeducationand experiencetohandle
a problem in the event a patient
couldn’'t betransferred out,” he said.

There arealot of hospital facilities
up and down the Interstate without
surgical coverage, hesaid.

WhileFockeagreeditwouldbebest
tohaveasurgeonavailable, situations
likethiscomeup now andthen. Russell
was with patients and unavailable for
comment.

Merchantsgive outmerry Christmas

DRAWING, from Page 1

The instant winners were Nina
Spencer, Cali McDaniel, Glenn
Phillips, Jay Sharp, Kelly Hillman,
Susan Jensen, ChrisWestbrook, Cecil
Schneider, Jean Halligan and Peggy
Adams.

Spencer got her ticket at Mann's
jewelry, McDaniel got hers at Aten

Department Store; Phillipsat Frontier
Equity Exchange; Sharp at Dan
Brenner Ford; Hillman at Bowman’s
Heating and Air Conditioning; Jensen
at Garcia’'s Home Furnishings and
Appliance; Westbrook at Brenner
Ford; Schneider at Medical ArtsPhar-
macy; Halliganat TheGoodland Daily
Newsand Adamsat Garcia's.

Other partici pating businesseswere

American Communications,
Hitchcock Inc., Knott Just Books,
Goodland Greenline, Bankwest,
Jacque’s Hallmark, Western State
Bank, PicnicinthePark, GrassRoots
Lawn Service, Goodland Sheet
Metal, Miller’sElectronics, Elliott’s,
Curt’s Corner Garage, Peoples State
Bank and Eagle Cable Television.

Irag Insists it’s not hiding weapons
around the world

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

BAGHDAD, Irag—Iraginsistsitis
hidingno nuclear, chemical or biologi-
cal weapons, though U.N. inspectors
have called itsarmsdecl aration want-
ingand AmericanandBritishofficials
havecaleditalie.

“We havetold the world we are not
producing these kind of weapons, but
it seemsthat theworld isdrugged, ab-
sent or in aweak position,” President
Saddam Hussein said Sunday during
talks with visiting Belarus envoy
Nikolai Ivanchenko.

Saddam'’sscientificadviser Amir al-
Saadi told reporters in Baghdad Sun-
day that | rag had answered many of the
questions about its weapons program
in adeclaration to the United Nations
earlier thismonth or in interviews of -
ficialshavegiven U.N. inspectorswho
have been working here since last
month.

Al-Saadi accused the United States
and Britain of ignoring Irag's replies
and making judgments before U.N.
experts could fully examine the Iragi
declaration.

“Why don't they | et the specialized
organs of the United Nations get on
with their task?’ al-Saadi asked at a
tel evised news conference.

“Wedon't even havean objectionif
the CIA itself comesand joinsthein-
spectionteamsto show themtheplaces
whichthey claim havesomething,” he
said.

CARACAS, Venezuela— Leaders
of astrike aimed at forcing Hugo
Chavez from officesaid they werenot
intimidated by the president’s threats
tofirestrikingmanagersof thestateail
monopoly and vowed the protest
would continue through Christmas if
necessary.

“Costitwhat may cost, wewill con-
tinuewith thisstrike,” Carlos Ortega,
the president of Venezuela's largest
trade union confederation, said Sun-
day. “ The authoritarianism and vio-
lence of the Chavez regime will not
forceustoretreat.”

Ortegainsisted citizens were “re-
solved to spend Christmas in the
streets’ protesting Chavez'srule.

Chavez, who has already sacked
four executives at state oil company
Petroleos de Venezuela SA, vowed
more dismissals and said strikers
would be prosecuted. The stoppage,
which entered its 22nd day Monday,
hasparalyzed anindustry that provides
more than 70 percent of the country’s
export revenue and isthefifth largest
supplier totheworld.

“Wehavebeguntorecover PDVSA
and we will start a cleansing in
PDVSA,” Chavez said during his
weekly television and radio show Sun-
day. “Those who didn’t show up for
work ... well, they will befired.”

LONDON — Punk legend Joe
Strummer of “ TheClash” hasdied, his
record company said Monday. Hewas
50.

Strummer, who wasthe band’ sgui-
tarist, vocalist and songwriter along-
sideMick Jones, died on Sunday. The
cause of hisdeath wasnot announced.

Hein van der Rey, managing direc-
tor of Epitaph Records, whichhad pro-
ducedtwo albumsfor Strummer’slat-
est band, The Mescaleros, said he

learned of the death this morning.

“Wedo not know thecircumstances.
Itispretty devastating news,” hesaid.

He said Strummer, who was born
John Meéllor, had been working on a
third album with The Mescaleros.

Strummer’s death was announced
onhisofficial Website. “ Joe Strummer
diedyesterday,” saidthesimplestate-
ment. “Our condolences to Luce and
thekids, family and friends.”

“TheClash” wereknownfor inject-
ing left wing politicsinto punk. Their
album “London Calling” was named
thebest album of the 1980sby Rolling
Stone magazine, despite being re-
leased in 1979.

NATIONAL

NEWY ORK — Retailerswhohave
watchedwithdismay asthepre-Christ-
mas rush hasn’t materialized in big
bucks are now hoping customerswill
show up in the next few days — and
even after the holiday season.

“The season is reflecting great
spending caution and could be the
weakest in adozen years,” said Kurt
Barnard, president of Barnard’ sRetail
Trend Report.

Retailershad agood start to the sea-
son with a better-than-expected sales
duringthe Thanksgivingweekend, but
sales subsequently were surprisingly
weak. Analysts say consumers have
cut back on their spending because of
worries about job security and the
economy’ suncertain recovery.

Shoppers over the weekend were
searchingfor thebest price, andretail-
ers were accommodating them with
two-for-one specials and other deep
discounts.

The National Retail Federation, an
industry group, was holding on to its
optimism, and to hopesthat procrasti-
nators will give stores a boost. The
NRF estimated that 35 percent of con-
sumers hadn’t completed their shop-
ping asof last Monday.

PASCAGOULA, Miss. — In his
first publicremarkssinceresigningas
Senate GOP leader, Sen. Trent Lott
confessed he had “only myself to
blame” for the racially charged scan-
dal that brought him down.

But the senator also alluded to un-
named political enemies who have
been lying in wait for a chance to
pounce — and found it 2 1/2 weeks
ago, when Lott’s praise of Sen. Strom
Thurmond's 1948 segregationist run
for president ignited a firestorm of
criticism.

“Alot of peopleinWashingtonhave
beentryingtonail meforalongtime,”
Lott said in an interview Sunday with
The Associated Press. “When you're
fromM i ssissippi, whenyou’ reconser-
vative and when you’re a Christian,
therearealot of peoplethat don’t like
that. But | fell into their trap and so |
have only myself to blame.”

Talking outside hishomehere, Lott
reiterated hisinsi stencethat comments
at Thurmond’s 100th birthday party
were not malicious, and repeated his
pledgetoturntheexperienceinto posi-
tiveactionashefinisheshisterminthe
Senate.

“l haveajobtodo,” hesaid. “I be-
lieve that my experience, my knowl-
edge of having been in the leadership

will allow meto work in the futureto
dosomemoregoodthingsfor our state.
Andl hopethat | canturnthisvery bad
experienceinto apositive for alot of
innocent people of all races, back-
groundsand help my poor state.”

TILLAMOOK, Ore.— Policewere
searching for a man whose wife and
threeyoung children werefound dead
in the snowy woods, but they weren’t
surewhether themanthey are seeking
isavictim or asuspect.

The case was being investigated as
ahomicide, thoughthecausesof death
had not been determined and authori-
tieshad not ruled out amurder-suicide,
Tillamook County Sheriff ToddAnder-
son said Sunday.

Rene’ EMorris, 31, and her children,
Bryant, 10, Alexis, 8, and 4-year-old
Jonathan had been reported missing
Saturday from their Portland home,
Anderson said. Their bodies were
found Saturday.

Policearelooking for Edward Mor-
ris, 37, and the family’s gray 1993
DodgeCaravan. Neighborsof thevic-
timssaidthehusbandwasal andscaper
who had recently begunajob at aTar-
get store.

Andersonsaid huntersfoundthefirst
body in Tillamook State Forest, and
called authoritiesfromaconvenience
store. The Oregon State Police foren-
sicsteam arrived and found the other
threein the near vicinity.

The family lived in a single-story
white home in north Portland, strung
with Christmaslightsfor the season.

ELIZABETH, N.J.— Thefamily of
aU.S. soldier killed during afirefight
inAfghanistanmourned privately Sun-
day, withanotetapedtotheir front door
saying, “Pleaserespect our privacy.”

Neighbors described Sgt. Steven
Checo asagood son.

The 22-year-old paratrooper in the
82ndAirborne Division was shot Sat-
urday during a gun battle in the east-
ern Afghanistan town of Shkhin.

Checodied during surgery at afield
hospital, according to an Army state-
ment from Fort Bragg, N.C., thehome
of the82nd Airborne.

Checo was the first U.S. combat
deathinAfghanistansinceAugust, and
the 17th American killed in a hostile
situation there since the war on terror
began latelast year.

Checo’s uncle, Gilbert Checo, said
relativeswere devastated by thedeath
of theyoung man, who wasliving his
dream of serving inthe armed forces.

A Masswasperformedfor Checoon
Sunday morning, saidtheRev. Ronald
Newland of St. Mary’ sof theAssump-
tion Roman Catholic Church, where
the family attends services.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Republican
senatorsaregathering by telephoneto
elect anew leader they hopewill help
repair thedamagethat Trent Lott’sra-
cially charged remarks have had on
GOPeffortsto court minority voters.

Sen. Bill Frist of Tennessee, aWhite
Housefavorite, emerged last week as
the clear choice to replace L ott, who
resigned from the leadership under
pressure Friday.

Y,
schedule

2PBS; 3TBS; 4ABC; 5HBO; 6 CNN;
7 CBS; 8 NBC (KS); 11 TVLND; 12
ESPN; 13 FOX; 15 MAX; 16 TNN; 18
LIFE;
MTV;
FSN;
34 NICK; 36 A&E; 38 SCI; 39 TLC; 40
FX; 45 FMC; 49 E!; 51 TRAV; 53 WB;
54 ESPN2; 55 ESPN News; 58 HIST;
62 HGTV; 99 WGN.

Channel guide

20 USA; 21 SHOW; 22 TMC,; 23
24 DISC; 27 VH1,; 28 TNT,; 30
31 CMT; 32 FAM; 33 NBC (CO);
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l KBSL/CBS [Raymond |Standing CSI: Miami Local Late Show Late Late Show Local
|KSNWINBC Third Watch Crossing Jordan Local Tonight Show Conan Local
l KUSA/NBC (Fear Factor Third Watch Crossing Jordan Local Tonight Show Conan
KDVR/FOX [That 70's |Grounded [Malcolm Bernie Local Local Local Local Local Local
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A &E |[Biography Third Watch TVography Biography
AMC Dreamscape Enemy Mine [Dreamscape
CMT All Access Inside Fame Making Flamewrth |Total Release CMT 3rd Shift
CNN Larry King Live Newsnight Connie Lou Dobb |Larry King Newsnight
DIsC Deadly Reptiles 2 Navy Seals Training Monster Garage Biker Build-Off Supervolcanoes
E! Growing Pains Leonardo Dicaprio Howard Stern Wild On Taiwan
ESPN |Brian Boitano's Skating Spectacular College Cheer & Danc |SportsCenter SportsCenter
ESPN2 (Women's Pro Billiards |Wor|d's Sexiest Athlet [Snowmobiling NBA2Nigh |NFL Films |Friday Night Fights
FAM The Preacher's Wife The Caroline Rhea Sh |Paid Prog |Paid Prog
FX My Fellow Americans Reality 24 My Fellow Americans
HGTV [Sensible [Public Plc [Challenge [Love By |Kitchen [interiors [Sensible [Public Plc [Challenge [Love By
HIST Masada Gangs of New York Mail Call |Conquest [Masada
LIFE Judgement Day Golden Gr |Go|den Gr [Nanny Nanny Mad Abou |Chicago H
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MTV Making Making Making MovieHou |All Things Rock MTV After Hours

NICK [TBA Rckt Pwr  |Arnold! Rugrats Spng Bob |Doug Cosby Cosby Cheers [Cheers
SCI Stargate SG-1 Stargate SG-1 J Edward |J Edward |[Twilight Z |Twilight Z |Stargate SG-1

TBS Coming to America The Ref Coming to America
TCM National Velvet The Yearling [Angels in the Outfield

TLC Twins Mysteries Med Dete IMed Dete |Trauma Labor & Delivery Christie's Story

TNN WWE Raw WWE Raw Zone CSlI VIP Baywatch

TNT A Christmas Carol Law & Order X-Files X-Files

TRAV  |Secrets Secrets Inside Universal Studi |Secrets Secrets

TVLAND [Gilligan's [Munsters |[Andy Griff [Beaver Bev Hill  [Lucy Archie B [Jeffersons [The Rockford Files

USA Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade Robbery Homicide Martin |Lvng Sngl
VH1 Best of Divas

WGN Santa Claus: The Movie Celebrity |Heat of the Night Matlock Susan
HBO Multiplicity A.l. Artificial Intelligence First Look
MAX  [Cast Away [Heist [Under Siege 2

SHOW |The Hi-Line | Was a Teenage Faust |Scary Mo;/ie 2
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Come in and Try our New Eggnog
Milkshakes or
get Two Holiday Custard Pies
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L © 2325 Enterprise Rd. 440 S. Lincoln 1011 N. Main
Tuesday Evening December 24, 2002
| 8:00 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 | 10:30 | 11:00 0
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E! Curse of Little Rascal |AnnaNicol [Star Dates [Wild On Hawaii Howard Stern Wild On Ibiza
ESPN  |Jimy V Classic [SportsCenter SportsCenter
ESPN2 |Harlem Globetrotters Brian Boitano's Skatin |NFL2Nigh |NFL's SportsCenter
FAM [Santa Claus is Comin' [Year Without Santa 700 Club The Caroline Rhea Sh |Paid Prog [Paid Prog
FX Grumpier Old Men Grumpy Old Men Grumpier Old Men
HGTV  |Christmas Across America 2002 Christmas Across America 2002
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MTV MTV's Primetime Players Osbourne |Special All Things Rock MTV After Hours
NICK (TBA |Rckt Pwr |Arnold! Rugrats TBA TBA Cosby Cosby Cheers |Cheers
SCI The X-Files The X-Files J Edward |J Edward |Twilight Z |Twilight Z |Stargate SG-1
TBS Trading Places Another 48 Hours Trading Places
TCM Christmas in July |Since You Went Away Christmas in Connecticut
TLC _ [While You Were Out __ [While You Were Out __[While You Were Out __[While You Were Out __[While You Were Out
TNN You Only Live Twice On Her Majesty's Secret Service
TNT A Christmas Story A Christmas Story A Christmas Story
TRAV  |Secrets Secrets Top Ten Toylands Secrets Secrets
TVLAND [Gilligan's [Munsters |Andy Griff [Beaver  [Bev Hill  [Lucy Archie B [Jeffersons |The Rockford Files
USA The Waterboy Tommy Boy Black Sheep
VH1 Best of Classic VH1
WGN  |Twins Scrooge Midnight Mass
HBO Little Buddha Ocean's Eleven Real Sports
MAX (2 Days in the Valley The Pelican Brief My Cousin Vinny
SHOW (Lara Croft: Tomb Raider Heartbreakers Rat Race
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Your world just got smaller!
Now we have high speed connections!
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nwkansas.com

Local support line, call Tom Betz at 899-2338
For moreinformation about the Internet and
how to sign up with nwkansas.com, contact us at

The Goodland Daily Newse 785-899-2338
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