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Steelers over take
Buccaneers, 1/-7
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TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — The Pitts-
burgh Steelersset thetonein pregame
warmups, refusing to back downfrom
the TampaBay Buccaneers.

“Wedon'tlikethem,” receiver Hines
Ward said. “ They don't like us.”

That wasevident evenbeforeTampa
Bay'sNateWebster stirredthe Steelers
by running through a group of Pitts-
burgh players during the pregame
stretch. Keyshawn Johnson steppedin
to help defuse the situation, then
Jerome Bettissent amessageby shov-
ing Warren Sapp.

“It was just a matter of who isthe
bigger bully,” Bettissaid after Tommy
Maddox threw for 236 yards and a
touchdowninal7-7 victory that gave
the Steel ersthe A FC North champion-
ship.

“We beat them up down here last
year, and they said they were waiting
ayearforthis,” Bettisadded. “Wesaid:
‘Hey, we'll seewho’sabigger bully.’
Wecameout hereand bulliedthemand
showedthemthat we' rethebaddest on
theblock.”

Chad Scott returned aninterception
for atouchdown and the Steelers de-
fense, which appearsto be peaking at
the right time, forced two fumblesin-
side the Pittsburgh 10 to frustrate
TampaBay’sefforttocomeback from
al7-point, first-quarter deficit.

“It's great when people don't give
youachancetowin,” Wardsaid. “ And
to beat them the way we did, it really
feelsgood.”

The Bucs (11-4) claimed the NFC
Southtitle Sunday when New Orleans
lost to Cincinnati, but they were hop-
ing to keep pace with the Philadel phia
Eagles and Green Bay Packersin the
race for home-field advantage
throughout the NFC playoffs.

“Wehad asmuchto play for asthey
did. ... There was no letdown,” said
Bucs coach Jon Gruden, whose team
will have to beat Chicago on the road
and get help from the New York Jets
against the Packersinordertoearnthe
No. 2 seed, which would give them a
first-round bye.

“We're still in the thick of things,”

Gruden added. “We've got to find a
way towinagame.”

Itwasthesecond straight year Pitts-
burgh (9-5-1) came into Raymond
James Stadium and physically
whippedtheBucs, who Steel erssafety
LeeFlowerscalled" paper champions”
who talk abetter gamethan they play.

Flowers' year-old comments were
reprinted last week and heightened
anticipation for the rematch.

“It's amazing how one little com-
ment can change your life,” Flowers
said. “ Youmakecommentsintheheat
of themoment. Dol retract them?No,
| don’'t. We' vestill gottoplay thegame
onthefield.”

TampaBay played without quarter-
back Brad Johnson, who sat out witha
severelower back bruise. Shaun King
made hisfirst start in nearly two sea-
sons and struggled against a defense
that had only allowed 178 yardsin its
previoustwo games.

Scottintercepted King' ssecond pass
of thenight andreturnedit 30yardsfor
atouchdown that made it 14-0. The
Steel ersal so had six sacks, oneof them
forcingafumbleby Rob Johnson, who
replaced King midway through the
third quarter.

“We couldn’t get anything consis-
tently going. We'd make a couple
plays, missacoupleplays,” Kingsaid.
“1 think it showed we haven’t played
together for awhile. But it’'s one of
those things you can bounce back
from.”

Pittsburghrushed for 220 yardsand
sacked Johnson 10 timesin a17-10
victory over Tampa Bay last season.
TheBucsdidn'tlet Bettisrunwildthis
time, but Maddox completed 17 of 23
passes, includingan 11-yard TD throw
to Antwaan Randle El on the opening
drive.

The Bucs avoided a shutout when
Rob Johnsonthrew an 18-yard scoring
pass to K eyshawn Johnson with 1:14
remaining.

Keyshawn Johnson finished with
eight receptionsfor 132yards. Burress
had five catches for 127 yards for the
Steelers.

Avs win third straight
under new head coach

DENVER (AP) — Rob Blake had
two goal sand an assi st asthe Colorado
Avalanche beat the Vancouver
Canucks 5-3 Monday night for their
third straight win under new coach
Tony Granato.

Dean McAmmond and Derek Mor-
rishad agoal and two assists each for
Colorado, unbeaten in four games
overall. TheAvalancheareunbeatenin
fivestraight at homeafter openingthe
season winlessin eight gamesthere.

Coloradogot power-play goalsfrom
Blake, Morrisand McAmmondtoend
al-for-29 streak withamanadvantage
in eight home games.

Morris opened the scoring on a
power play four minutesin, beating
Peter Skudratotheglovesidefromthe
top of theleft circle— Colorado’sfirst

goal with a man advantage in four
games.

Blake made it 2-0 with 51 seconds
left, flipping awrister from the right
circlejust inside the opposite post.

Hefollowedwithapower-play goal
at 7:02 of the second, scoring fromthe
left circle after a shot by Morris
bounced off theboardsbehind Skudra.

Milan Hejduk madeit 4-Owith 4:02
left, beating Skudra from the right of
the crease after Alex Tanguay slipped
apasshetweenMarek Malikand Mats
Lindgren.

Henrik Sedin scored Vancouver’s
first goal with 2:47 left in the second
period when he flipped a shot over
Patrick Roy, who wasstill on hisback
after trying to stop a shot by Markus
Naslund.

lnfl stanidngs, schedules

AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East

WL T Pct PF PA
Miami 96 0 .600 354 274
New England 8 7 0 533 354 322
N.Y. Jets 8 7 0 533 317 319
Buffalo 78 0 .467 352 388

South

WL T Pct PF PA
X-Tennessee 105 0 .667 354 321
Indianapolis 96 0 .600 329 300
Jacksonville 6 9 0 .400 315 295
Houston 4 110 .267 210 343

North

WL T Pct PF PA
X-Pittsburgh 951 633 35 314
Cleveland 8 7 0 533 320 304
Baltimore 78 0 .467 285 320
Cincinnati 2 130 .133 270 429

West

WL T Pct PF PA
x-Oakland 105 0 .667 426 304
Denver 8 7 0 533 355 337
Kansas City 8 7 0 533 467 375
San Diego 8 7 0 533 305 336

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

WL T Pct PF PA
x-Philadelphia 123 0 .800 408 231
N.Y. Giants 96 0 .600 310 272
Washington 6 9 0 .400 287 351
Dallas 5 100 .333 203 309

South

WL T Pct PF PA
X-Tampa Bay 114 0 .733 331 196
Atlanta 9 51 .633 386 290
New Orleans 96 0 .600 426 378
Carolina 6 9 0 .400 248 296

North

WL T Pct PF PA
X-Green Bay 123 0 .800 381 286
Minnesota 5 100 .333 352 406
Chicago 4 110 .267 281 364
Detroit 3 120 200 270 413

West

WL T Pct PF PA
x-San Francisco 105 0 .667 347 320
Seattle 6 9 0 .400 324 341
St. Louis 6 9 0 .400 285 349
Arizona 5 100 .333 255 380

x-clinched division
Saturday’s Games
Minnesota 20, Miami 17
San Francisco 17, Arizona 14
Philadelphia 27, Dallas 3
Sunday’s Games
Atlanta 36, Detroit 15
Green Bay 10, Buffalo 0
Washington 26, Houston 10
Carolina 24, Chicago 14
N.Y. Giants 44, Indianapolis 27
Tennessee 28, Jacksonville 10
Kansas City 24, San Diego 22
Cincinnati 20, New Orleans 13
Seattle 30, St. Louis 10
Oakland 28, Denver 16
Cleveland 14, Baltimore 13
N.Y. Jets 30, New England 17
Monday's Game
Pittsburgh 17, Tampa Bay 7
Saturday
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 11:30 a.m.
Kansas City at Oakland, 3 p.m.
Sunday
Minnesota at Detroit, 11 a.m.
Dallas at Washington, 11 a.m.
Tennessee at Houston, 11 a.m.
Miami at New England, 11 a.m.
Baltimore at Pittsburgh, 11 a.m.
Cincinnati at Buffalo, 11 a.m.
Atlanta at Cleveland, 11 a.m.
Carolina at New Orleans, 11 a.m.
Jacksonville at Indianapolis, 2:05 p.m.
Green Bay at N.Y. Jets, 2:15 p.m.
Seattle at San Diego, 2:15 p.m.
Arizonaat Denver, 2:15 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Chicago, 6:30 p.m.
Monday
San Francisco at St. Louis, 7 p.m.
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Griese’s status uncertain against Arizona

DENVER (AP) — Brian Griese's
sprained left knee was still sore Mon-
day, but the Denver Broncos will not
know until later this week whether
their quarterback will play inthefinale
against Arizona.

Griese, who earlier missed two
games with a similar injury, did not
returntothegameafter hewassacked
by Oakland’sBill Romanowski inthe
second quarter of Denver's28-1610ss

ap top 25

Thetop 25teams in The Associated Press’'men’s
college basketball poll, with first-place votes in pa-
rentheses, records through Dec. 22, total points
based on 25 points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and previous ranking:

Record  Pts Pv
1. Alabama (35) 8-0 1,718 2
2. Pittsburgh (14)  8-0 1,673 4
3. Duke (16) 6-0 1,657 3
4. Arizona (5) 5-1 1,551 1
5. Oklahoma 6-1 1,406 7
6. Connecticut 7-0 1,299 8
7. lllinois (1) 8-0 1,279 12
8. Notre Dame 10-1 1,250 9
9. Texas 7-2 1,135 10
10. Indiana 8-1 1,113 6
11. Oregon 8-1 1,029 5
12. Florida 8-2 917 13
13. Marquette 7-1 822 14
14. Kentucky 6-2 806 18
15. Michigan St. 7-2 761 15
16. Mississippi St. ~ 7-1 756 16
17. Missouri 6-1 726 11
18. Creighton 9-0 614 20
19. Kansas 6-3 585 19
20. Tulsa 6-1 334 22
21. Xavier 6-2 314 21
22.North Carolina  7-2 296 23
23. Maryland 4-3 212 24
24.1SU 7-1 173 —
25. Wake Forest 6-0 87

Others receiving votes: Saint Joseph's 77,
Georgetown 52, Butler 51, Stanford 47, N.C. State
46, Georgia 34, Cincinnati 27, Texas Tech 25, Vir-
ginia 24, Minnesota 22, Clemson 20, Gonzaga 19,
Syracuse 19, Oklahoma St. 17, BYU 16, Louisville
15, Coll. of Charleston 12, lowa St. 11, Wisconsin
11, West Virginia 9, Wyoming 5, Penn 2, N. Arizona
1

recreation results

CO-ED Volleyball Mini-Tournament
Wednesday December 18

ADM-Collingwood Grain over Duell Farms 11-5,
11-6

American Family Insurance over Scared Hitless
11-4,12-10

Pirate Electric/Brewster Frontier Equity over
Alex’s Radiator & Repair 11-4, 11-6

First National Bank-I over Killa B's 11-6, 11-9

Killa B's over Alex's Radiator & Repair 7-11, 11-
3,119

American Family Insurance over ADM-
Collingwood Grain 11-2, 11-0

FirstNational Bank-| over Pirate Electric/Brewster
Frontier Equity 3-11, 11-7, 11-9

Century Feeders over First National Bank-11 11-
5,11-3

Duell Farms over Scared Hitless 11-3, 11-3

Killa B's over First National Bank-I 11-4, 11-1

First National Bank-I over Century Feeders 11-
4,6-11,11-8

Duell Farms over KillaB’s 11-2, 12-10

American Family Insurance over First National
Bank-111-9, 11-6

CCR Men'’s Basketball
Thursday December 19
Herl Chevrolet/Buick over Dautel Furniture 61-50
Kuhrt Ranch over Screwbandos 57-45

Internet tonight!
899-2338

to the Raiders on Sunday.

He threw two interceptions in the
first quarter and had aquarterback rat-
ing of 14.7 beforebeinginjured.

Broncoscoach Mike Shanahan said
Monday Griese’ skneewasworsethan
three weeksago, when hewasn't able
to play against the San Diego Charg-
ers.

“It’s quite sore today,” Shanahan
said. “1t might be alittle more serious

than the San Diego situation, so right
now it’s kind of hard to tell. | don’'t
think we'll know for surefor acouple
days.”

Griese said the pain was similar to
what hefelt against SeattleonNov. 17
when hewasinjured thefirst time.

“Hejust hitmeright onthekneeand
| feltitpopinthereagain,” Griesesaid
after the game. “I don’t know the ex-
tent, but it's the same thing | did in

Seattle, and | wasn't ableto put onany
pressureonit.”

Widereceiver Ed McCaffrey had &
bruised sternumand hand, and running
back Clinton Portishad abruised knee
cap. Shanahan believes both will be
ready for the Cardinals. Shanahan al so
saidstartingleft guard SteveHerndon,
who missed the Oakland gamewith
hamstringinjury, wasdoing better but
will be eval uated again Wednesday.
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Who will be the
First Baby of 20037

Sherman County business ads run this Friday, Dec. 27, and then again within a
week following the birth of the first child born at Goodland Regional Medical
Center. Deadline for advertising and gift donation information is 1 p.m., Thurs-
day, Dec. 26. Call Bill or Eric at The Goodland Daily News Thursday morning
for more information at 899-2338.
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