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N. Korea moves fuel rods

SEOUL, SouthKorea(AP)— South
Kored spresident saidtoday hisnation
would never tolerate North Korea's
effortsto devel op nuclear weapons, as
U.N. monitors accused the North of
engaging in “nuclear brinkmanship.”

Pyongyang has moved 1,000 fresh
fuel rodstoastoragefacility atitsmain
nuclear reactor in Yongbyon, 50 miles
north of the capital — its latest step
toward reactivating the facility in de-
fiance of the U.N. nuclear watchdog
and the United States.

The North insisted today it was a
“peace-loving” nationandisrestarting
theplant only to generateelectricity, a
claim rejected by the United States.
Experts say that with plutonium from
the facility, the North could produce
nuclear weapons within months.

Thenew fuel rodshavenot yet been
loaded into the reactor core at
Yongbyon, said Mark Gwozdecky,
spokesman for the International
Atomic Energy Agency. Heestimated
that it wouldtake" at least amonthand
maybeseveral months’ torestart the5-
megawatt reactor, which has been
mothballed since 1994.

In the past week, North Koreare-
moved U.N. monitoring seal sand cam-
eras from its nuclear facilities, ignor-
ing | AEA warnings. Amongthefacili-
tiesstripped of surveillanceequipment
wasaplant for reprocessing spent fuel
rods— aprocessthat produces pluto-
nium— and astorageroomwith 8,000
suchrods.

U.S. and IAEA officials say the
8,000 spent rods hold enough weap-
ons-grade plutonium to make severa
nuclear bombs.

The director of the Vienna-based

IAEA, Mohamed ElBaradei, said to-
day that the North was moving to re-
startthereprocessingfacility, whichhe
said was “irrelevant” to generating
electricity.

In a statement, ElBaradei said that
North Koreahasno“legitimate peace-
ful usefor plutonium.”

“Moving toward restarting its
nuclear facilities without appropriate
safeguards, and toward producing plu-
toniumraisesseriousnonproliferation
concernsand istantamount to nuclear
brinkmanship,” EIBaradei said.

The lAEA has reported no activity
at the reprocessing plant. But “we're
concerned that it might operate with-
out our safeguards in place,”
Gwozdecky said.

South Korean President Kim Dae-
jungtoldaspecial Cabinet meetingthat
the South “can never go along with
North K orea’ snuclear weaponsdevel -
opment.”

But he said the standoff should be
resolved through dial ogue. “We must
closely cooperate with the United
States, Japan and other friendly coun-
triesto prevent the situation from fur-
ther deteriorating into a crisis,” Kim
said, in remarks released to the press
by his spokeswoman, Park Sun-sook.

Kim, whose five-year term endsin
February, wasthearchitect of apolicy
of engagement with North Koreathat
resulted in ahistoric summit in 2000.

His successor, Roh Moo-hyun, has
also advocated dialogue to ease
nuclear tensions since he was el ected
to the nation’stop job last week. Roh
planstoexchangespecia envoyswith
the Bush administration in January to
discussthe nuclear standoff.

U.S. officials have said that the
power obtained from the Yongbyon
reactor would be negligible.

State mediain the North today de-
fended Pyongyang's move to restart
thefacilities.

“The United Statesis going around
trying to stir public opinion interna-
tionally, asthough thisisasign of de-
veloping nuclear weapons,” state-run
Radio Pyongyang said in acommen-
tary.

“Our measure hasgot nothing to do
with plans to develop nuclear weap-
ons. Our republic constantly maintains
an anti-nuclear, peace-loving posi-
tion,” thecommentary said. It wascar-
ried by South Korea's Yonhap news
agency.

In adeal with the United Statesin
1994, NorthK oreafrozeitsplutonium-
based nuclear programinexchangefor
foreign energy supplies. Earlier this
month, it decided to restart it after
Washington and its allies halted oil
shipments as punishment for revela-
tionsin October that North Koreahad
moved forward with asecond nuclear
weapons program that used enriched
uranium.

North Koreasaysthedisputecanbe
settled only if Washington agrees to
sign a honaggression treaty. Recent
weeks have seen a sharp increase in
anti-U.S. rhetoricwarningthat thesitu-
ationontheK orean Peninsulawas* on
the brink of war.”

The United States, which isprepar-
ing for apossible war against Irag, is
seeking a peaceful settlement to the
issuebut hasruled out any talksbefore
the communist state gives up its
nuclear ambitions.

Jinad militant killed in gun battle

around the world

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

NABLUS, West Bank — |sraeli
troops killed a senior Islamic Jihad
militantinagunbattleat hisWest Bank
house today that left four soldiers
wounded, oneseriously, thearmy said.

Separate clashes in the West Bank
and Gaza killed three other Palestin-
ians, includingtwogunmenandahigh
school student shot during a stone-
throwing confrontation with Israeli
troops, Palestinianand I sragli officials
said.

Early today, Israeli troops sur-
rounded thetwo-story homeof Hamza
Abu Roub, 37, aleader of Islamic
Jihad’s military wing in the northern
West Bank, and demanded that he sur-
render, thearmy and residents said.

Abu Roub sent out hiswifeand chil-
dren, said a neighbor in the town of
Kabatiya, speaking on condition of
anonymity. Thefugitivethenappeared
near the wall of his house and began
shooting, drawing heavy return fire.
Bursts of gunfire and the sounds of
explosions echoed through the town,
residents said.

Four soldiers were wounded, and
troops blew up Abu Roub’s home.
Wanted Pal estinians have found it in-
creasingly difficultin recent weeksto
find refugeinhomesof supportersbe-
cause troops have been demolishing
homes of thosewho hidewanted mili-
tants.

LAHORE, Pakistan — Police de-
tainedfour people,includingaMuslim
clericwho allegedly urged hisfollow-
erstokill Christians, after aChristmas
Day grenade attack on a Pakistani
churchthat killed threeyounggirlsand
wounded 13 other people.

Two assailants covered in burgas,
theall-encompassing garment worn by
women in some |slamic countries,
tossed a grenade into the middle of
worshippers at a Christmas Day ser-
vice

Wednesday in Chianwal a, about 40
miles northwest of Lahore.

The cleric, who uses only the one
name, Afzar, was being detained be-
causeof hateful remarkstoward Chris-
tians made three days earlier in a ser-
mon at a mosgue in the district of
Daska, where Chianwalais located,
police said. Authorities say they have
no evidence yet that he was directly
involved in the attack.

Afzar’'sson, Attaullah, wasalso de-

tained for questioning. The two are
open supporters of the banned group
Jai sh-e-Mohammed, aviolent anti-1n-
dia organization with ties to the al-
Qaidaterrorist network, said apolice
officer in Chianwala, Mohammed
Riaz.
NATIONAL

NEW YORK — With a mediocre
Christmas shopping season behind
them, the nation’sretailers are focus-
ing on the days ahead, slashing prices
in an effort to recoup lost sales and
clear out merchandise.

Nevertheless, “no matter what the
storesdo, they still seemtonot beable
to stimulate spending,” said Burt
Flickinger 111, managing director of
Reach Marketing, aretail consulting
company.

Stores are counting more heavily
thisyear on a spending frenzy during
thelast week of December, whichtra-
ditionally accounts for about 10 per-
cent of holiday sales, according to the
Internation Council of Shopping Cen-
ters. They’ re expecting consumersto
redeem their gift certificates and to
pick up afew extrabargains.

Still, thereislittlehopethat the post-
Christmasrushwill beenoughto save
merchantsfromtheweakest seasonin
morethan 30 years.

LIVONIA,Mich.—Policearrested
three suspectsintheslayingsof ajew-
eler and four family members during
an apparent robbery at their suburban
Detroit home.

Wayne County Prosecutor Mike
Duggan, whosesonwasaclassmateof
onevictim, said heexpected to decide
today what chargesto bring.

Duggan said hewas" very confident
that theLivoniapolicehavethepeople
that areresponsiblefor these murders
in custody.”

Suburban Detroit jeweler Marco
Pesce, 38; his mother, Maria Vergati,
68; and Pesce's three children, Mel-
issa, 6, Sabrina, 9, and Carlo, 12, were
gunned down in Pesce’'s home Satur-
day. Vergati wasvisiting from Italy.

Police said acall from Carlo Pesce
to his father at the family’s jewelry
store asking him to come home may
have been prompted by the killers.
Marco Pesceowned ItaliaJewelry and
the strip mall in which the shop was

|ocated about twomilesfromhishome.
WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — President Bush
worked out inthe gym with hisfather
and walked through the snow with his
daughtersasthefirstfamily celebrated
Christmasat Camp David.

Threegenerationsof thepresidential
family woke up Wednesday morning
and exchanged presents, then sat down
for abrunch of pancakes and waffles,
WhiteHousespokesman Taylor Gross
said.

Beforebrunch, thepresidentand his
father, former President Bush, worked
out in the gym at the presidential re-
treat. Hethen took awalk through the
snow with his twin daughters, Jenna
and Barbara.

Grossdeclinedtoreveal any details
of thegift-giving, sayingitwasprivate.

Other family members at Camp
David were Bush’s sister, Dorothy
Koch; brothersNeil andMarvinBush,
andtheir families; hismother, Barbara
Bush; Laura Bush’'s mother, Jenna
Welch; and the first family’s cat and
two dogs.

TheChristmasDay dinner menuin-
cluded beef tenderloin, potatoes,
creamed spinach and hot rolls.

WASHINGTON —Whenanairline
isin financial distress, the Federal
Aviation Administration increases
vigilance to ensure maintenanceisn’t
compromised.

But withtwo hugeairlinesin Chap-
ter 11 andtheFAA facingcriticismfor
not doing enough to monitor athird,
somelawmakersquestionwhether the
agency isup to thetask.

Rep. John Mica, R-Fla. and chair-
man of theHouseaviation subcommit-
tee, saidthe FAA needsmoremoney to
dothejob.

Healsosaidhemay writelegidation
orderingthat FAA personnel beshifted
tothat task.

United Airlines, the second-largest
U.S. airline, and USAirways, thefifth-
biggest, declared bankruptcy thisyear.
The FAA was faulted by the National
Transportation Safety Board for its
supervision over AlaskaAirlines.

Still, FAA spokeswoman Diane
Spitaliere said the agency believesit
has enough peopleto monitor mainte-
nanceat all airlines.

Researchers promote Chestnut industry

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — You
won't find many chestnutsroastingon
open firesthisholiday season.

Once a staple food in the diets of
American Indians and Appalachian
pioneers, they have been scarce since
the late 19th century.

Two forestry researchers from the
University of Missouri at Columbiaare
working to changethat.

The two, Michael Gold and Ken
Hunt, lead a team that is developing
imported chestnut treevarietiesfor the
region’scommercial nut growers and
backyard gardeners.

TheAmerican chestnut isn’t native

to Missouri or Kansas, but Chinese
chestnuts grow well here, Gold said.
They also have abetter nut for eating.

Some grocers sell chestnuts im-
ported from Italy or Chinaduring the
holidaysfor $3.50 to $4 apound, said
John Wagner, retail sales manager for
Liberty Fruit Company Inc., aproduce
wholesaler in Kansas City, Kan.

Butwithlower transportation costs,
Missouri and Kansasfarmersmight cut
that price, Wagner said.

Missouri and K ansashavecommer-
cial pecanindustries, but chestnut trees
producenutsmore quickly than pecan
trees, Gold said.

Growers are just beginning to look
at chestnutsasacrop, and it will take
15yearsfor alocal market to develop
fully, Gold said.

The market is weak because most
American consumers aren’t familiar
with the nutsand the crop isvery sea-
sonal, Gold said.

Grocers often don’t handle them
properly either, hesaid.

Unlikeother nuts, chestnutsneedto
berefrigerated or they will spoil. Al so,
they needto beroasted beforethey are
eaten, or boiled and ground up before
they are added to other dishes.
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