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commentary

from other pens...

December shows
how the winds shift

Duringthepast year, Democratsscrambl ed without successtoregain
their footing against the Republicansand their popular president with
political momentum fueled by the public’sanxiety about terrorism.

With the 2004 presidential race looming, Al Gore appeared to be
moving toward another runinapossiblerematch with President Bush.

Then unexpected eventsin December offered a reminder of how
quickly the political winds can shift.

Republicans, backed by the president and his wartime campaign
themes, had surged to historic midterm election victoriesNov. 5. The
GOPgained groundintheRepublican-controlled Houseand narrowly
reclaimed control of the Senate.

Sen. Trent Lott, R-Miss., waspreparing to reassumehisroleas Sen-
atemagjority |eader and Republicanswereready toflex their newfound
political muscle.

Then L ott madehisnow infamoustributeto Strom Thurmondon Dec.
5asthe South Carolinasenator cel ebrated his 100th birthday. L ott said
if Thurmond had been el ected in 1948 the nation would have beenal ot
better off. Thurmond ran for president on the segregationist platform
of the" Dixiecrats.”

A storm of protest from conservatives and liberals grew over Lott's
commentsand hiscontinuousapol ogiesfailedto stemthetide. Just more
thantwoweeksafter Thurmond’ sparty, L ott stepped down and Tennes-
seeSen. Bill Frist, afavoriteof theBush administration, moved quickly
tofill the gap. Now Republicans arelooking to repair the damage.

“Lott’ssituation remindsusjust how fragilepolitical successcanbe,”
saidpolitical analyst Norm Ornstein of theA merican Enterprisel nstitute.

Soon after the Republican gainsin the elections, Congress passed the
Bush proposal for the new Department of Homeland Security —achange
that could dramatically alter federal government inthe coming years.

While Republicanswere having their way much of theyear, Demo-
cratsgot aglimmer of hopeinearly December whentheyralliedtohold
onto Sen. Mary Landrieu’sseat in aL ouisianarunoff election.

“Democrats have to figure out whether the last el ection was aone-
shot setback or whether it suggested deeper problemswithintheir party,”
said Robert Shapiro, apolitical scientist at ColumbiaUniversity.

The Democrats have the added burden of competing under new cam-
paignfinancelawspassed thisyear that ban unrestricted donationsknown
as“soft money” from labor unionsand corporationsto the parties.

Democrats had become adept enough at collecting soft money inre-
cent yearsto neutralize someof the Republicans' financial advantages.
Democratsarescramblingto get morecompetitiveunder thenew rules.

“Theterrainhasshifted dramatically,” said K athleen Hall Jamieson,
director of the University of Pennsylvania s Annenberg School for
Communication.“ If thecourtsupholdthelaw, it could giveastructural
advantage to the Republicansin perpetuity.”

After spending much of the year testing the waters, Gore was start-
ing to wonder latein the year whether he wanted to run again despite
the doubts of many in his party. Associates knew of hishesitance, but
said Gore's mood would shift from day to day.

On Dec. 15, Gore surprised many by bowing out of the 2004 presi-
dentia racewherehewould havecertainly beentheearly front runner.

Now Democratshaveawide-open competitionfor theparty’spresi-
dentia nomination. Vermont Gov. Howard Deanisal ready running and
M assachusetts Sen. John Kerry hasformed an exploratory committee.

The competition to pick aDemocratic nominee may not bethat rel-
evant unless Bush stumbles, said political analyst Stuart Rothenberg.

If theeconomy bouncesback and Bushavoidsaforeign policy morass,
“itdoesn’'t matter if theDemocratsput up (Missouri Rep.) Dick Gephardit,
John Kerry or (retired General) Wedley Clark,” Rothenberg said.

“Butif thepresident facesdomestic andinternational problems, then
amost any of the Democrats could run credibleraces.”

EDITOR SNOTE — W Il Lester covers politics and polls for The
Associated Press.
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Koreacopia

Inthemiddleof winter | look forwardto getting
seed catal ogs, snow crocusandthegreening of the
landscape. Inthebook “Wild Berriesof theWest”
by Betty Derig and Margaret Fuller there are de-
scriptionsof many wild speci esand recipesto boot.
If you plan to gather wild berriesbe surethey are
edible and determineif any chemicalshave been
used on them.

In the surrounding areas | know there are cur-
rants, mulberries, el derberries, and chokecherries.
Aswell astamed varietiesof grapes, raspberries,
blackberriesand strawberries. Availablein stores
arealso prickly pear cactusfruit and tomatillo.

Groundcherry (tomatillo) Crock pot stew

1 pound stew beef, cut into bite sized pieces

5large potatoes, cubed and peeled

1largeonion, chopped

3 stalkscelery, chopped

3largecarrots, sliced

1 fourteen ounce can diced or whole tomatoes

3 cupswater

3 beef bouillon cubes

1 teaspoon pickling spice

8 gingersnap cookies, broken

2 cupsfrozen mixed vegetables (optional)

1 cup groundcherries (tomatillo), halved

Put thefirst nineingredientsinacrockpot. Cook
on high for 8 hours. Add groundcherries,
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gingersnapsandfrozenmixedvegetables. Cook for
an additional hour or more.
Wild Strawberry Shrimp Salad

1 six ounce can tiny shrimp, drained and rinsed

2largedill pickles, diced

2 stalkscelery, diced

| large cucumber, diced

1 cup fresh strawberries

2 tablespoons mayonnai se or moreto taste

1 tablespoon vinegar

1 tablespoon sugar

lettuce

For the dressing mix mayonnaise, vinegar and
sugar. Combineremainingingredients. Arrangeon
bed of lettuce leaves on individual plates. Add
French bread for ameal. Suggestions for dessert
sherbet or watermelon.

Zesty RoseHip syrup
4 cupsrose hips
2 cupswater
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2 cupssugar

2 tablespoon lemon juice

Boil rose hipsin water for 20 minutes. Crush
berries and strain to remove seeds. Pour juiceinto
clean pan. Add sugar and lemon juice. Boil 3to 4
minutes until syrup beginsto thicken. Pour cooled
syrupintoajar andrefrigerate. Syrupwill keeptwo
weeksor moreintherefrigerator. Useon pan cakes
or icecream.

Variations: While hot add cinnamon to taste or
add 1/4 teaspoon powdered ginger or 1/2 teaspoon
finely grated fresh ginger.

L eah’sChokecherryjam

2 quartschokecherries

1/4 cuplemonjuice

applejuice asneeded

1 packagefruit pectin

4 1/2 cupssugar

Simmer chokecherriesin aheavy, stainless steel
kettle, adding 1/4 cup water if needed. When the
berriesaresoft, pressthrough astrainer or colander
to remove pits. This should give 3 cups of pulp. If
thereisnot threecupsadd applejuice. Mix pul pwith
lemon juiceand 1 packageof fruit pectin. Bringtos
full rollingboil and add thesugar. Bringmix toafull
boil for one minute. Remove from the heat. Skimr
off foamandpourintoclean, sterilizedjarsand seal.
Thiscan also befrozen into plastic containers.

Takes patience to watch diamonds grow

ThereseemstobeatraditionintheBetzfamily,
or at least my branch, which saysit should take
morethan four yearsto get acollege degree.

Saturday, Dec. 21, | watched and cheered asmy
youngest daughter, Nikki, received her Bachelor
of Sciencefrom Colorado State University.

Nikki becomesthefourth generation of thefam-
ily withadegree— counting my Grandfather Fred
Betz'shonorary doctorate from the University of
Colorado, whichheservedasaregentfor 12 years.

Sheisthefirst to get adegreefrom another uni-
versity, but sheassuresmesheisstill aCU Buffs
fan, and promisesthat evenif sheendsupgoingto
agraduateschool inNebraska, shewould not wear
red.

Nikki is the second of the family to get a psy-
chology degree, asthat iswhat my younger sister
gotfrom CU and hasgoneonto get her mastersin.
Sheisnow alicensed pyschologist in Denver.

My father, Fred Betz Jr., wasgoing to school in
Boulder when | wasborn, and received hisBach-
elor of artsinjournalismjust beforel turned 1.

It took me 10 yearsto finally get my Bachelor
of Artsdegreein political science, and thereally
great thing isit is signed by my father, who was
chairmam of the Board of Regentswhen | gradu-
ated.

Watching Nikki walk acrossthestagewaswon-
derful,and nowitwill bereally great if shecanget
ajob.

Whilel wasyounger | did not get into the con-
certthing, but must admit that changed afew years
ago when | got to see avariety of Rock 'n’ Roll
groupsat theCol orado StateFair. | haveseensome
more since.
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Havingseen ThreeDogNight, Blood, Sweat and
Tears, Bob Dylan and Neil Sedakaat thefair and
The Venturesin Lamar, it was areal treat when
Nikki invited metoaconcertin Greeley with The
Beach Boys.

Wehad agreat time, and afew monthslater, she
saw asign for CCR, arecreation of my favorite
group. The original was Creedence Clearwater
Revival, and their musiciswhat | liketo listen to
whiledriving.

The concert with the new Credence Clearwater
Revisited was at the Grizzly Rose in Denver.
Again,wehadaball, and danced andwhoopedand
hollered al night.

That said it was wonderful newsthat The Dia-
monds were coming to Goodland.

| lookedthroughmy musiccollectiontoseewhat
| had of the old Diamonds, and found their No. 1
song “Little Darlin’,” which came out in 1957. It
went gold and was on the charts for 35 weeks,
makingitashighasNo.2ontheBillboardchartin
both the U.S. and Canada

Therewas agood crowd to hear the Diamonds
at theElksL odgeand Safari restaurant thismonth.
Our hats off to Dale Goodwin and Bankwest for
sponsoring their visit, and giving us a chance to
enjoy their Rock "'n’ Roll music.

Getting on the Internet, | was able to find sev-
eral web sitesthat told about thebegin-
ningsof theDiamonds, who camefrom
Canada

Many of their hitswereinfact cover
versions— songs which had been re-
corded by others. Today, theconcept of
artists doing coversis often frowned
upon, but at thetime, thispracticewas
apart of themusical culture.

Artists such as the Diamonds, who
recorded for major 1abel's, were under
contract to record whatever they were
given. Inmany cases, anoriginal record
would have gotten nowhere without
being covered. A primeexamplewould
be“LittleDarlin’.” Theoriginal writer
and performer, Maurice Williams, re-
corded for asmall label in Georgia
called “Excello.” Given the poor dis-
tribution capabilities of labelssuch as
this, the best that could have been
hoped for would have been amedium
sized hit on the Rhythm and Blues
charts. The Diamonds cover version

went gold, and pulled the original up by the boot-
straps. Williamswasdelighted with the result.

It is now considered arock and roll classic,
dubbed the“ National Anthem Of Rock and Roll.”
Continuing with a string of hitsincluding “ The
Stroll,” “ Silhouettes,” “ She Say,” * One Summer
Night” and “Thousand Miles Away,” The Dia-
monds have sold over 40 million records.

The original Diamonds were Todd Kowal ski,
DaveSomerville, Bill Reedand Phil Levitt. Today,
DaveSomervilletravel sand performsasDiamond
Dave.

During the Diamonds golden era, the members
changed with Mike Douglasreplacing L evitt, anc
then John Felton and Evan Fisher replacing
K owalski and Reed. Douglashashisownweb site
and sellsCDs.

Today the group includes Bob Duncan, Jerry
Siggins, Steve Smith and Gary Owens who con-
tinuetowork with John Felton. New membersper-
forming with the group at times include Robert
Poynton and Bill New.

TheDiamondsare an exampl eof thetest of time
for Rock, and asthey keepreinventing themselves,
they keep themusic adive.

Asthebaby boomerscontinueto head into their
senior citizendays, itwill beinterestingtoseeif the
popularity of thismusicdropsor if someof themore
moderngroupsdotheir ownversionswhichupdate
and reintroduce the music to the new generations.
We are betting on the continued reinvention.
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