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Elam among Broncos
who might not return

DENVER (AP) — Placekicker Ja
sonElamfigureshe' Il beplaying el se-
where next year. Tight end Shannon
Sharpe and quarterback Steve
Beuerlein haven't decided whether
they want to keep playing, and quarter-
back Brian Griese has an uncertain
futurewith the team.

The Denver Broncos, who failed to
qualify for the playoffs for the third
timeinfouryears, will facesomecriti-
cal personnel decisions during the
offseason.

Elam, thebest kicker inBroncoshis-
tory, isone of five playerswho are set
tobecomeunrestrictedfreeagents. The
others are safety lzell Reese,
cornerback Tyrone Poole, defensive
lineman Montae Reagor and running
back Olandis Gary.

Elamkickedfirst-half field goalsof
44, 54 and 21 yardsin Sunday’s 37-7
win over the Arizona Cardinals. He
said hefelt ssadwalking off thefieldfor
what probably wasthefinal timeina
Denver uniform.

“It'salittle sad and depressing that
I might not beback and playinginfront
of thiscrowd,” hesaid. “But that’sthe
NFL.When| camehere, | didn’t think
| wasgoingto beherefor 10years. So
| can’t be unhappy about anything.”

Asked to assess his odds of signing
anew contractwith Denver, Elamsaid,
“| don'tthinkit'svery good, but | never
want to say never. We' vekept an open
dialoguethroughall of this. | feel like
I’ vegot agoodrelationshipwithMike
(coach Mike Shanahan) and every-
body intheorganization. | wouldlove

to stay here.”

Elam, 32, said being a free agent
“guaranteesmethat | canat least goout
onthefree-agent market and seewhat
I’'mworth.”

Sharpe, theNFL career leaderinre-
ceptionsand yards by atight end, fin-
ished the season with 61 catches for
686 yardsdespitemissingthreegames
withapartially dislocatedright el bow.

Sharpe, whoreturnedtotheBroncos
last spring and signed atwo-year con-
tract, acknowledged that he was ex-
pecting to play only oneyear.

“I'll sitdownwith Mikeand seethe
directionhewantstogoin,and!’ll let
himknow thedirectionl wanttogoin,”
Sharpe said after Sunday’s game. “I
dislocated my elbow and missed 31/2
games and | still was able to put up
decent numbers. | still feel | can make
acontributiontothisballclubandhelp
thisteamwin.”

Sharpe, 34, hasadheredtoarigorous
workout schedule, and said the diffi-
culty of maintaining that schedule
might factor into hisdecision.

“Starting in March, do | feel like
gettingupat 70’ clock andgoingtorun
andlift all over againtogivemyself a
chancetocompete?’ hesaid. “If | start
missingworkout days, it’ stimetowalk
Beuerlein started three games this
season, including Sunday’ sgameafter
Griese was benched following a poor
performancelast week in Oakland. He
completed 16 of 24 passes for 203
yardsand two touchdowns.

At 37, Beuerlein said he, too, was

Kansas Jayhawks
topple California

OAKLAND, Cdlif. (AP)—Not ev-
ery sportsteamwithKansasinitsname
got pummeled in rainy Oakland.

While the Chiefs were getting
snuffed out by the Raiders 24-0 Satur-
day, ending their season on a down
note, the Kansas Jayhawks of Roy
Williamswereplaying oneof their fin-
est games of the young season.

So well did Kansas play in beating
California 80-67 in the Pete Newell
Classic, they drew rarepraisefromthe
host and namesake of the event.

“Youreally playedthegametheway
it's supposed to be played,” hall of
famecoach PeteNewell toldWilliams
players.

“| said before the season that |
thought youweregoingtobeoneof the
Final Four teams, and now morethan
ever | think I’'m going to see you in
New Orleans.”

Itwouldbedifficulttoplay thegame
inmore of atextbook style.

Aaron Miles passed out 11 of the
Jayhawks' 22 assists. Healsoscoredin
double figures along with the other
four starters. Asimpressiveasanything
wasthe patience and ball distribution,
something that may havebeenlacking
during ahalting getaway tothe season
that included threelosses.

“That wasthedownfall early inthe
year,” said Miles. “Now, everybody’s
sharing therock.”

Wayne Simienhad 17 points, Miles
and Nick Collison 16, Kirk Hinrich 14

and Keith Langford 12.

Altogether, Williams' crew shot 63.3
percent.

“There sanight-and-day difference
in our offense from earlier in the sea-
son,” Collisonsaid. “ Atthebeginning
of the year we weren’t getting oppor-
tunities because we were taking such
quick shots. Now we're playing to-
gether.”

The Jayhawks (7-3) led 42-24 at
halftime behind 9 points and 9 re-
bounds from Callison. California (6-
2)wentonal6-2runinthesecondhalf
to shaveKansas' 53-31 lead to 55-47.

But after atime out, Simien scored
two straight baskets, then Langford
and Miles added field goals and Cal
never threatened again.

“Kansas played a fabulous game,”
Cal coachBenBraunsaid.“ They made
runsintransition, their big guyscame
loose and they got alot of pointsin-
side.”

In one stretch, Kansas scored 19 of
21 points.

“They’re a good basketball team,”
Williams said. “We expected them to
goonarunandthey did. Thecrowd got
intoitalittlebit, but weweathered the
storm.”

Following the Jan. 1 holiday, the
Jayhawksget back into actionat home
on Thursday against North Carolina
Ashville, thenmeet UMK CinaSatur-
day afternoon game at Kansas City’s
Kemper Arena.

Forsberg scores three for Avs

DENVER (AP) — As one of the
NHL’stop scorers, Peter Forsberg has
always taken an odd approach: pass
first, score second.

Forsberg had hisfifth career three-
goal game asthe Colorado Avalanche
ended atwo-gamelosing streak witha
6-1victory overtheL osAngelesKings
on Sunday night.

“1"d rather assist than score, but
somehow thereis no way around it,”
Forsberg said.

Forsherg scored twice on the power
play inrecording hisfirsthattrick since
March3,1999. DeanMcAmmondhad
agoa and two assists, Radim Vrbata
and Alex Tanguay also scored and

Milan Hejduk had three assists for
Colorado.

“Usually, | score every three
games,” Forsberg said. “With Joe
(Sakic) out, somebody hasto pick up
theslack.”

Forsberg’'s scoring abilities are no
surprise to Colorado coach Tony
Granato.

“1 don't think he's underrated as a
scorer,” Granatosaid. “ Thereareother
partsof hisgamethat peoplelook toas
being hisbest, but hecertainly isagood
goal scorer.”

Ziggy Palffy scored hisfirst goal in
fivegamesfor LosAngeles, whichlost
itsfourth straight road game.

bowling results

Thursday Night Mixed League
December 26, 2002

HoJo’s over Pirate Electric 3-1

Weis Qil over The Loop 3-1

Lucky Horseshoes overThree Men &A Little
Lady 4-0

Sunamerica tied The Grannies and The
Gramps 2-2

Not Again over The Blind Team 4-0

Women's high game: Diana Nichols-217

Women's high series: Diana Nichols-570

Men’s high game: Larry Cearley-215
Men’s high series: Aaron Thompson-564

Team high game: HoJo’s-839
Team high series: HoJo's-2445

League Standings: No. 1 Sunamerica;No.2The
Grannies and The Gramps; No. 3 Weis Ol
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uncertainabout playing another season
or two.

Hesaid hewouldfind appealingany
offer the Broncos make, including a
chancetoreturnasthestarter next sea-
son, during which he would also help
groom ayounger quarterback.

“Butit’ sprematuretotal k about that
now,” he said. “| have alot of soul-
searchingtodo. Oneday | feel likel’ve
had enough, andthenextday | feel like
| could go alot longer.”

Griesehasgone 27-24 asastarter in
four seasons and seems to have ex-
hausted the Shanahan’s patience. On
theother hand, hehasfour yearslefton
a$39 million contract, and the Bron-
coswouldtakeahugesalary-cap hitif

B Newspaper
Advertising
Ranks No. 1

The Direct Marketing Association (DMA),
In 1ts Economic Impact Study says:

“Newspaper advertising ‘expenditures to sales ratio’ for direct
marketing advertising in 2002 is ranked first in efficiency.”

Advertising is an investment in your business. And
newspaper advertising pays off in more real dollars
through your door.

Call Eric or Bill today to see how we can help you
grow your business. (785) 899-2338.
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