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Kansasgoingtoelectronictitles | prime time

Kansanswho borrow money to buy
cars, trucks, motorcycles, trailersand
other motor vehicles will not get
printed paper titles starting Thursday.

If thereisalien on avehicle, the
Kansas Department of Revenue'sDi-
vision of Vehicles will hold the title
electronically until theloanispaidin
full or thevehicleissold.

SheliaWalker, director of vehicles,
saysthere are many advantagesto the

system.

“Firgt, financial institutions appre-
ciate the added security of paperless
titles,” she said. “ Second, the vehicle
owners won't have to keep track of
their titlesand obtain duplicateswhen
titlesarelost. Finally, the statewill be
able to issue titles more efficiently,
with fewer data entry errors, improv-
ingquality assurance.” Until thelienis
released, Walker said, vehicleowners

shouldrely ontheir vehicleregistration
receipt astheir ownership document.

“1t’sgoing to beabigadjustment for
some...,"” she said. “With a paperless
title, the vehicleisstill in their name,
but without the expensive title paper
and security features.”

The 2002 L egislature authorized
electronic liens and titles, she said,
making Kansas the ninth state to go
paperless.

U.N. inspectors spreading out visits
around the world

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

BAGHDAD, Irag— U.N. armsin-
spectorsfanned out today toeight sites
suspected of involvement in the mak-
ing of banned weapons, as an Iraqgi
Cabinet minister warned the United
States of “the heaviest losses” if it at-
tacks.

The sites visited included an engi-
neering company owned by the state
Military Industry Corporation, amili-
tary chemical unit west of Baghdad, an
oil research center, an electronicsfac-
tory that producescomponentssuchas
transi storsand amedical research cen-
ter.

The United States accuses Iraq of
stockpiling massdestructionweapons
and saysit will useforceif necessary
to disarm Iraq if the Arab nation does
not fully cooperatewiththeinspectors.

Today, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said hedid not yet seeany jus-
tification for amilitary strike against
Iraq since Baghdad had not hampered
thework of theinspectors. TheUnited
Statesshouldwait for areport fromthe
inspectorsbeforelaunchingany offen-
sive, headded.

In Baghdad, the Iraqg daily quoted
Trade Minister Mohammed M ehdi
Salehassaying Iraqwasready for war
and that the country “will fight much
harder thanitdidinthe1991, U.S.-led
aggression if the United States
launches an attack.”

NATIONAL

CONCORD, N.H. — Authorities
areinvestigating thedeath of aRoman
Catholic priest from New Hampshire
who was accused of molesting achild
just daysbeforeahiker found hisbody
off awooded trail.

Officials with the Diocese of
Manchester calledthedeathof theRev.
Richard Lower an apparent suicide,
but policein Enfield, where the body
wasfound, said no cause had been de-
termined.

Capt. Richard Crate said investiga-
tors do not suspect foul play, but said
thecause of deathwasnot obviousand
may have been natural causes. He
would not say whether L ower, 57, had
left anote.

Accordingtothechurch’sstatement,
thedi ocesewas contacted Wednesday

disgruntled doctors from walking off
the job Wednesday, Gov.-elect Ed
Rendell unveiledaproposal to cut phy-
sician paymentsto astate mal practice
insurance fund by two-thirds.

The plan, released days before
scoresof doctorssaid they would stop
work rather than continueto pay high
insurancepremiums, would cut physi-
cian contributionsto the M Care fund
by $220 million.

Instead, the state’'s health insurers
would be forced to pay a one-time
“special assessment” to finance the
fund, which helps pay court damages
to patientswho havebeeninjured by a
doctor’snegligence.

Rendell, who takes office next
month, called the planatemporary fix
for doctors hit hard by rapidly rising
mal practice premiums, and noted that
it needsapproval fromthelL egislature.

Rendell and departing Gov. Mark
Schweiker asked doctors to consider
the plan a“show of good faith” that
permanent reforms are in the works,
andurgedthemtokeepworking. Doc-
torsreacted warmly to Rendell’s pro-
posal but it was unclear whether it
would keep many of them from stop-
ping work Jan. 1.

The proposal received asharper re-
action from health insurers.

Capital BlueCrossChief Executive
JamesM ead sai d hewas" disappointed
and troubled” by the proposal.

CONCORD, N.H.—TycoInterna-
tional Inc. pushedthelimitsof account-
ing regulations to inflate earnings in
recent years, according to an internal
investigation into the embattled
company’s bookkeeping.

Thereport filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission on Mon-
day said Tyco'saccountingsince 1999
has been within the law, if not always
within generally accepted accounting
practices.

“ Aggressive accounting is not nec-
essarily improper accounting,” there-
port declared.

It said the money incorrectly ac-
counted for last year was a small

charges for the fiscal year that ended
Sept. 30. Tycomakeseverythingfrom
telecommunications equipment to
home alarm systems.

Thecompany’saccounting remains
under review by the SEC, and several
former top executives, including chief
executive Dennis Kozlowski, face
criminal charges of fraud and corrup-
tion.

Tyco launched itsinvestigation af -
ter Kozlowski’s abrupt resignation in
June, one day before he was indicted
onchargesof evading New York sales
tax onart purchases. Theinvestigation
was expanded in August to include
accounting practices back to 1999.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Even after 15
yearsinthedeepfreeze, humanumbili-
cal cord blood may be used to restore
bone marrow in cancer patients, ac-
cording to a study that showed cells
fromlong-frozen specimenswereable
togrow and expandinlaboratory mice.

“Peopl e have been wondering how
long we can freeze and store these
cells,” Hal Broxmeyer, aresearcher at
thelndianaUniversity School of Medi-
cine, said Monday. “ Our paper saysit
ishighly likely that they can be stored
for at least 15 years.”

Inastudy appearingthisweek inthe
Proceedingsof theNational Academy
of Sciences, Broxmeyer and his co-
author report that human cord blood
frozen in 1985 and 1986 was able to
grow in laboratory cultures with the
samevigor asfresh cord blood. When
put into mice, the defrosted cells
thrivedinthelaboratory animals' bone
marrow.

“Weshowed wecouldtakethecells
after defrosting and havethemexpand
extremely well — aswell asif wehad
used fresh cord blood,” said
Broxmeyer, aprofessor of microbiol-
ogy andimmunology and apioneer in
the freezing of cord blood.

He said cells frozen for five years
have been used successfully in pa-
tients.

While the new study suggests the
period of viability can extend to 15
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Local support line, call Tom Betz at 899-2338
For more information about the Internet and
how to sign up with nwkansas.com, contact us at

TheGoodland Daily Newse 785-899-2338




