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Jayhawks' Final Four run voted Kansas’ top sports story

By Steve Brisendine
AP Sports Writer

Kansasgrabbed plenty of headlinesin 2002
withitsbest basketball seasoninyears: a16-0
Big 12 seasonfollowed by the Jayhawks' first
trip to the Final Four since 1993.

That successwasthe state’ stop sportsstory
of theyear, assel ected in voting by newspaper
and broadcast members of The Associated
Press.

The Kansas Jayhawks' season beat out the
U.S. Women's Open golf tournament at Prai-
rie Dunes outside Hutchinson for the No. 1
spot.

The Jayhawks' 33-4 season ended without
coach Roy Williams' first national champion-
ship, but Williams' disappointment wasfor his
players, not himself.

“Thisbunchwasaheck of abasketball team,
and they took old Roy for areally good ride,”
Williamssaid after the Jayhawkslost 97-88in
thesemifinal stotheeventual champion, Mary-
land.

Oneplayer’s career at Kansas ended ayear
early, when All-American forward Drew
Gooden el ected toforego hissenior seasonand
jump to the NBA.. Hisdecision wasthe No. 5
story.

“Thisisadreamof mine,” Goodensaidatthe
time. He went from a talented achiever as a

Kansas City Chiefs wasted great offense this season

By The Associated Press

Hereare Kansas' top 10 sports stories of
2002 asvoted by Associated Press newspa-
per and broadcast members:

1. Kansasgoes16-0inBig 12regular sea
son and reaches Final Four beforelosingto
eventual championMarylandinthenational
semifinals.

2.TheU.S. Women’sOpendrawsnational
attention to Prairie Dunes Golf Club in
Hutchinson.

3. Kansas State’s women’s basketbal |
team, featuring a starting lineup heavy on
homegrown players, makestheNCAA Mid-
west Regional semifinals and rises as high

Associated Press top 10 sports stories of 2002

asNo. 2 early in the 2002-2003 season.

4, Kansas State’s football team rebounds
froma6-6 showingin 2001, going 10-2inthe
regular season as Terence Newman wins
Thorpe Award as the nation’s top defensive
back and Ell Roberson and Darren Sproles
emerge asoffensive stars.

5.All-Americanforward Drew Gooden, the
Big12'sscoringand reboundingleader, leaves
Kansasayear early for theNBA.

6. Jeff Gordonremainstheonly Winston Cup
driver towin at the 2-year-old Kansas Speed-
way, which continuesto spark aneconomicre-
vival in Wyandotte County.

7. Seward County Community Collegewins

theNJCAA championshipinwomen’shasket-
ball, thefirst national title ever for the schooll
inLiberal.

8. Olathe North High School continues ta
dominate large-class high school, winning itg
38th straight game and its third consecutivd
Class6A state championship.

9.Kansas' football teamgoes2-10initsfirs]
year under former Oklahomaand K ansas Statg
assistant Mark Mangino.

10. Pretty PrairieHigh School endsitsfoot
ball season early after anumber of playersad-
mittoviolating theteam'’ sal cohol and tobacca
policy and are dismissed, leaving too few tg
continue.

freshman to the Big 12's leading scorer and
rebounder inhisfinal season.“ Andit'ssoclose
tocomingtrueand | want it so bad. | just want
toenditthere. My decisionisto enter thedraft
and it's not a bad one. It should be only good
for me and my family and the school.”

Women's sports, college baskethall and the
state’stwo Big 12 schoolswereall well-repre-
sented inthetop five.

Thesuccessof Kansas State’ swomen'shas-
ketball team was the No. 3 story. The Wild-
cats— alargely homegrown squad—reached
the Midwest Regional semifinalsin March
and wereranked ashighasNo. 2 early inthe
2002-2003 season.

Another successstory in Manhattan—the
football team’s rebound from a 6-6 finish in
2001 to a 10-2 regular-season record, a Top

10 ranking and aHoliday Bowl berth in 2002
— wastheNo. 4 story.

No. 6 was Jeff Gordon’s second win in as
many Winston Cup racesat K ansas Speedway,
asthe 2-year-old track continuesto fuel eco-
nomic development in Kansas City, Kan., and
surrounding Wyandotte County.

Seward County Community College's na-
tional championshipinwomen’sbasketball —

thefirsttitlein any sport for the school in Lib-
eral —wastheNo. 7 story, with threefootball
storiesrounding out the Top 10.

OlatheNorth’scontinued domination of the
state's largest enrollment class was voted the
No. 8 story. The school’s winning streak
reached 38 games asit won its third straight
Class 6A championship, its sixth in the past
sevenyears.

Kansas 2-10seasoninMark Mangino’sfirst
season asfootball coach wasranked ninth.

TheNo. 10story camefromtiny Pretty Prai-
rie, in south-central Kansas.

The high school’s 8-man footbal | team hao
toenditsseasonthreegamesearly, after coach
C.T.Young stopped practiceoneday and askeg
any player who had violated theschool’ szero-
tolerance alcohol and tobacco policy to step
forward.

Sixteen of the Bulldogs' 23 players admit-
tedtoviolations, leaving Youngwithnochoice
but to dismiss them from the team. That | eft
Pretty Prairiewith only seven players.

Still, the Bulldogs earned points — along
with praisein newspaper editorials acrossthe
state— for their honesty.

“He (Young) did what he had to do and he
wasright,” said Matt Graber, who wasthe sec-
ondplayer tostepforward. “ Therest of thetearm
doesn’'t blame him.”

Denver Nuggets take

By Doug Tucker
AP Sports Writer

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — The
2002 Chiefsmust havebeenoneof the
most wasteful teamsin NFL history.

They squandered a great running
game, frittered away arecord-smash-
ing return unit and have nothing to
show for breaking a 64-year-old NFL
record with only two lost fumbles.

Theworst defense in the league —
andteam history — negatedthe Chiefs
all-time best offense.

Running back Priest Holmes, cut
downby ahipinjury inthe 14thgame,
personally broke 10 team records.
With 2 1/2 games | eft, the NFL rush-
ing leader needed just three touch-
downsand 143yardsfrom scrimmage
to erase two of the league’s most re-
spected standards.

First-year player Marc Boerigter,
who connected with Trent Greenon a
team-record 99-yard touchdown pass
play on one of his eight scoring
catches, emerged asahomerun-hitting
wide receiver.

Dante Hall, a personal project of
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coach Dick Vermeil’s, sprang to the
front of the league as a kick returner.
He's headed for the Pro Bowl with a
team-record 90-yard punt return
among hiscredits.

Yet, itwasall for naught.

Crafted and coached by coordinator
Greg Robinson, this was the most in-
effectual defense the Chiefs have put
onthefieldsinceayoung Lamar Hunt
first began writing checks on his
daddy’s oil money to establish the
American Football League.

A perfect blend of wretchednessand
excellence, it's no wonder the Chiefs
were 8-8.

Whiletheoffensewassettingateam
record with 467 points and 6,000 net
yards, the defense was setting records
by giving up 399 and 6,458.

With Green clicking on a team-
record 61.21 percent of hispassesand
Holmes rushing for a team-record
1,615 yards before hisinjury, the of-
fense rolled up a Chiefs-record 343
first downs.

But sometimes confused by
Robinson’s complicated scheme, the

defenders — ranked 32nd among 32
NFL teams throughout the season —
gave up team-records with 367 first
downsand 4,396 yards passing.

There were four games where the
Chiefs scored 30 or more points and
lost. Double-digit |eads had ahabit of
being gobbled upinthefourthquarter.
It'snot often any franchise hasitsall-
time best offense and worst defense
show up inthe sameyear.

Anchored by Pro Bowlers Will
Shieldsat right guard and Willie Roaf
atlefttackle, theoffensivelinewasone
of thebestintheleague. Lucky aswell
asgood, they did notloseasinglegame
toinjury.

Yet, it's easy to dream. In success-
ful reclamation projects in Philadel-
phiaand St. Louis, Vermeil’s teams
made big breakthroughsin their third
year, withthe Eaglesreachingtheplay-
offsandtheRamsgoing all theway to
Super Bowl victory.

And next season will behisthirdin
KansasCity. Thepopular belief iswith
arobust retooling of the defense and
perhaps achangein coordinators, the

Chiefsshould bein positionfor aseri-
ous Super Bowl run.

Safety Jerome Woods, whose sea-
son-ending leginjury inan exhibition
gamewas damaging, will beback. So
will first-round pick Ryan Simsat de-
fensivetackle; he hardly played at all
before an elbow injury shelved him.

The Chiefs figure to shop the free
agent market for a shutdown
cornerback and another nickel back;
draft speed at linebacker; find another
pass rusher; and a replacement for
punter Dan Stryzinski may also be a
good idea.

But even if they manage to contort
their salary cap and turn the league’s
worst defenseinto just NFL average,
therearenoguaranteestheoffensewill
remainaspotent. It may beunrealistic
toeven hopeit will.

The Chiefsinsist Holmes' injury is
not career-threatening. Neverthel ess,
how muchlonger cananybody holdup
under such apounding?

Will the offensive line remain
healthy andintact?Will Greenremain
ashealthy and effective?

tenth loss 1n a row

DENVER (AP)—DesmondMa-
son scored 23 points and Gary
Payton 21 asthe Sesttle SuperSonics
handed the Denver Nuggets their
10thstraightloss, 79-77 on Monday
night.

Mason had eight pointsinthethird
quarter and Kenny Anderson six
pointsinthefinal periodto helpthe
Sonicshold off the Nuggets.

Andersonfinishedwith 12 points.

Anderson’sjumper from the cor-
ner madeit 73-67 with 2:13left, and
Mason'’s two free throws gave Se-
attle a 79-73 lead with 7.2 seconds

remaining.

RookieNeneHilario scored ona
dunk and was fouled with 4.8 sec-
ondsleft. Hemissed thefreethrow,
and Juwan Howard put back there-
bound, but theNuggetscouldget no
closer.

Hilario led Denver with 21
points, and Howard had 19 points
and 15 rebounds.

The Sonics were without their
second-leading scorer, Rashard
Lewis, who was sent back to the
team hotel beforethe game, suffer-
ing fromtheflu.

Internet tonight?
899-2338

D0 (o]

DIGITAL

Sherman

1203 Main — Phone 899-6103

www.goodlandnet.com/movies

Maid in Manhattan c-13)

PG-13: SOME LANGUAGE/SEXUAL REFERENCES.
7:00
Showing through Jan. 9

itsallinside;

0-60%
OFF

ORIGINAL PRICES
WHEN YOU TAKE

AN EXTRA

9% OFF

ALREADY-REDUGED
RED-TIGKETED
PRICES

NOW THROUGH
JANUARY 7!

Extra 25% off applies to Red-Ticketed Clearance prices only and does not
apply to Furniture, Catalog/Internet and Outlet Stores or to Portrait, Optical
or Salon Products, Gift Cards, prior purchases or in combination with any
other offer. Savings off original prices. Intermediate markdowns may have
been taken on original prices. While quantities last. Selection may vary by
store. Valid through 1/7/03.

40%
OF
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one JCPenney store to another.

Downtown Goodland
1104 Main,
Goodland

(785) 899-3602

SALE!

L

ONE DAY ONLY SPECIAL!

T-SHIRT BRA BY DELICATES®

ONE DAY ONLY SPECGIAL!

ENTIRE STOCK MISSES’ DOCKERS®
RIGID TWILL KHAKIS Orig. 29.99. Excludes Go Khakis.

Elstores Mcatalog R.com

20-50%
SAVINGS

STOREWIDE!

FOR HIM, FOR HER,

THE KIDS & YOUR HOME!
{&.. '

atese

ONE DAY ONLY SPECIAL!

ENTIRE STOCK JUNIORS’ ARIZONA JEAN CO.°
BASIC DENIM JEANS Sale 14.99 Reg. 24.99.

ONE DAY ONLY SPECIAL!

ENTIRE STOCK MEN’S RUSSELL® CREWNECK
FLEECE TUPS Reg 524 Colors may vary by store.

ONE DAY ONLY SPECIAL!

ENTIRE STOCK MEN’S FALL & WINTER
OUTERWEAR

Sale prices effective 01/01/03 unless otherwise noted. Percentages off regular prices or original prices, as shown. Actual savings may exceed stated percentage off. “Regular” and “Original” prices reflect offering prices which may not have resulted in actual sales. Any event designated
as a “sale” excludes Value Right merchandise and items sold everyday with discounts if purchased in multiples of “2 or more”. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken on original-priced merchandise. Clearance items are available while supplies last. Merchandise selection may vary from

Store hours:
Monday- Friday
9:00-5:00

Sunday
12:00-4:00

Saturday
9:00-5:00



