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commentary

from other pens...

‘Reinventing’ govt.
sounds easy, but ....

TheHaysDaily Newson budget reality:

Rooting out waste in government always sounds good. It is be-
cause we have heard all those stories about waste and ridiculous
government purchaseorders. But attemptstofix it awaysseemto
have relatively disappointing results. While he might have elimi-
nated somewaste, no onebelievesformer Vice President Al Gore,
“reinvented” government when hewent on such acrusade.

At the state level, Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebeliusison asimilar
mission. The timing could not be better given Kansas' financial
struggles. ...

Five teams she appointed to review state government have re-
ported back with morethan 100 ideasto cut administrative costs.

Inthereare someof those no-brainersthat beg thequestion, why
hasn’t thisbeen done al ready? For exampl e, onerecommendation
wasto sell at auction acouple hundred surplus state vehicles that
aresittingonalot at ForbesFieldin Topeka.

Other ideasinclude such efficiencies as consolidating two state
hospital sfor thedevel opmentally disabled and officesof stateagen-
cies. Thosewill be attempted without reducing services, ...

Thetotal of the cost-saving ideas and proposed new feeswould
be about $47 million. ... With the budget deficit projected at $1.1
billionover thenext 18 months, obviously budget-efficiency ideas
arenot going to solvethe problem.

... Eliminating waste should not be something government does
justintimesof financial crisis. Whatisashameisall thewastethat
goeson during timesof plenty that now cannot be recaptured.

...asmuch aswewant to deny it isnecessary, what needsto hap-
penisarollback of some of thehigtax cutsmadeinthe 1990s.
TheSalinaJournal on KDOT'ssecrecy:

TheKansas Department of Transportation needs an attitude ad-
justment. For starters, KDOT bureaucrats need this simple re-
minder:

They work for the taxpayers of Kansas.

That concept seems|ost, especially when it comesto providing
records that belong to the public. All too often KDOT refusesto
hand over the most mundane items, then officials compound the
error by fighting lawful requestsin the courts. Those legal battles
areexpensive, time consuming and unnecessary.

TheLawrenceJourna -Worldreportedthelatest exampleearlier
thismonth. The story involved acitizen’srequest for KDOT tran-
scriptsof anApril 30 public meeting. ...

The department refused to provide the transcripts, arguing the
document was part of the deliberative process and not subject to
the Kansas Open RecordsAct.

The Shawnee County District Court disagreed, rulingK DOT had
to providethetranscript.

We find it interesting the department refuses to hand over tran-
scripts from ameeting that was open to the public. But it istruly
amazing when KDOT fightstherequest in court.

Thecaseremindsus of an earlier fight between KDOT and The
Garden City Telegram, where the department refused to provide
safety ratingsfor Finney County railroad crossings. The Telegram
took the matter to court and won. ... the department ... had to pay
the Telegram'’slegal fees of $13,000.

... the state Court of Appealsreversed the award. The Telegram
thentook the matter to the Kansas Supreme Court.

TheKDOT sown attorney estimatesthelegal feesfromthislast
phase of the battle cost the department $10,000 to $15,000. Who
knows how many tens of thousands could have been saved if the
KDOT would have abided by thelaw inthefirst place. ...
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Questions for reflection on 2002

I’ mnot reading about Timemagazine's* per-
sons’ of theyear. Nothing agai nst chosen* per-
sons” Cynthia Cooper, Sherron Watkins or
Coleen Rowley — “women who took huge
risksto blow the whistle on what went wrong
at Worldcom, Enron, and the FBI1.” And noth-
ing against their having been styled for the
cover into promotional poseseasily taken for
characterson“ ThePractice.” Thefactis, atthis
fraught andfinal hiccup of theyear, retrospec-
tionishard enoughwithout trying toforcethe
past 12 months through the narrow-gauge
grinder by which Timehasimprobably desig-
nated 2002 “ The year of thewhistleblower.”

That'snottosay | wouldn’twanttohaveseen
thesel ection processthroughwhichthesegal s
werechosen. (And whereMs. Rowley’'smale
counterpart, FBI agent KennethWilliams, was
eliminated, probably for excessivey chromo-
somes.) After al, it'snot every day you get to
see grown editors render news judgments by
crossing their eyes, holding their breath and
balancing on oneleg. Which hasto bewhat it
took for Time's honchos to convince them-
selves that 2002 — the year of the run-up to
probablewar, and a historic Republican el ec-
toral triumph—wasnot theyear of GeorgeW.
Bush and hisconsolidation of political power.

It's not worth wasting too many question
marks over Time's choice: The journalistic
cocktail of implicitfeminismandexplicit cor-
porate greed, with an FBI agent for political
cover, wasobvioudly intoxicating. Morepress-
ing questions linger at year’'s end, ones with-
out easy answers— or answers at all. Worse
still are the questions that aren’t even being
asked. What follows, innoparticular order, are
afew of my own.
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1) Why isthere still no Manhattan Project-
styleeffort underway todevel op non-oil-based
fuel sources? Personally, | have no problem
with more, better, cleaner drilling for domes-
tic oil, but that’s not only a non-starter, it re-
mainsastopgap strategy. We need something
else— and not just windmills off Cape Cod,
or solar panel samidtheredwoods. What'sre-
quiredisabigfat braintrust. Successful or not,
the project’s awinner: Either it stanches the
flow of money and power from the Western
world to OPEC, reducing threats of global
blackmail, or it at |east shakes cartel confi-
dence.

2) When was the concept of a Palestinian
statetransformed from the sparking third rail
of American politics into a seemingly non-
negotiable plank of every political party?
Could it have been when the Palestinian Au-
thority dismantledtheterroristinfrastructure?
(Didn’t happen.) Endeditsofficial incitement
to violence? (Didn’'t happen.) Elected new
leaders not compromised by terror? (Didn’t
happen.) Builtademocracy based ontolerance
andliberty?(Hah.) All of theaboveare condi-
tionsset downby President Bush 26 weeksago
towarrant American support for aPalestinian
state (see Zionist Organization of America's
weekly rundown of Pal estinianArab noncom-
plianceat www.zoa.org). Why, despitetheap-

palling breach, dowecontinuetotalk of state:
hood in terms of ever-more detailec
“roadmaps’ and timetables?

3) Why isn't the potentially revolutionary
(counter-revolutionary?) student movementir
Irangettingtheattentionit deserves?National-
security expert and author Michael Ledeer
calls the growing Iranian student movemen
“the biggest story in the world.” In their de
mandsfor asecular, democratic government
the students could very well be the key tc
change in the Middle East. Shockingly, theil
nonviolent effortsto break the | slamo-fascis
mullahocracy, which now include pro-West-
ern statementsagainst “ the promoters of anti-
Semitismandterrorism” — arerel egated tothe
odd article or wire-service brief. Meanwhile
U.S. government broadcasts into Iran have
been* upgraded” from once-substantivenews
programming to avacuous pop music format
Gofigure.

4) Isthere any link between the admin:
istration’sletdown of adecisiontoallow Nortt
Korean Scud missiles into the Persian Gulf
region via Somalia, and a seemingly em-
boldened North Korea's hysterical nuclear
threats?5) Andwhenwill themainstream me
diadecideto report on Democratic Sen. Patty
Murray’s mind-boggling remarks on Osame
bin Laden’s supposed nation-building effort:
intheMiddleEast?(Taliban Onlinepicked ug
thestory originally reportedintheVancouver
Wash., Columbian newspaper, but that doesn’
count.)

Thechoiceisclear: Somequestionsarebes
left unanswered.

DianaWestisacolumnistfor TheWashingtonTimes
She can be contacted via dianaww@attglobal .net.

Making afflrmatlve action fair for all

The president can show the whole country
that affirmative action need not be synony-
mouswithracial preferencesasadecidingfac-
torincollegeadmissionsif heordersan oppos-
ing legal brief in the crucial University of
Michigan racial-preference cases now before
theU.S. Supreme Court.

Inoneof thoseUniversity Michigan cases—
Gratz v. Bollinger — every black, Hispanic or
American Indian applicant automatically re-
ceivesa20-point bonusonal50-point scale. If
aparent of one of these applicantsisawell-to-
do corporation lawyer, thebonusstill applies.

JusticeWilliam O. Douglas— themost lib-
eral and libertarian jurist in the history of the
high court — spoke to me passionately years
ago about thiskind of affirmativeaction case.
Hesaid that there are students of all racesand
ethnic backgrounds who grow up in poverty
and have other disadvantages, but who dem-
onstrate determination to overcome these ob-
stacles.

Douglasaddedthat—whether achieversare
black, A ppal achian whites or students of any
extraction—they merita“ plus’ factorincol-
legeadmissions, evenif their SAT scoresand
grade-point averagesarenctinthehighest per-
centiles. Douglas emphasized that the Four-
teenth Amendment’ sguarantee of “ equal pro-
tectionof thelaws’ would apply toaffirmative
action by class, rather than, for example, to
giving 20 extra pointsto only certain narrow
categoriesof applicants.

But George W. Bush's political advisers,
hopingtogainmoreminority votesin2004, are
urging thepresident not to opposethe Univer-
sity of Michigan’sracial preferencesby send-
ing alegal brief to the Supreme Court that
would state Bush's support of a much more
inclusive, constitutional method. Accordingto
the Dec. 18 Washington Post, Solicitor Gen-
eral Ted Olson, Attorney General John
Ashcroft and key Department of Education
officials are advising the president to declare
hisoppositiontotheUniversity of Michigan's
approach toward racial targeting.

Meanwhile, the SupremeCourtisbeingtold
by ardent proponentsof affirmativeaction, as
itisnow practiced, that overturningracial pref-
erences will — as University of Michigan
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President Mary Sue Coleman argues — “re-
sult in the immediate re-segregation of our
nation’stop universities, both public and pri-
vate.”

Thisispropaganda.

InCalifornia, whereracial preferenceshave
been outlawed since 1997, minority enroll-
ment at the University of California’s eight
competitive undergraduate campusesis now
19 percent, 1 percent higher thanin 1997. In
Georgia, after afederal court struck downthe
University of Georgia srace-consciouspolicy
last year, 13 percent of thisyear’s4,300fresh-
men areminorities, aslightincreasesincethe
previous system. Thereisalso anincreasein
Texasafter alower court ended racial prefer-
ences.

Fair affirmative action has resulted from
college professors and admissions officers
beingforced, by therejection of racial prefer-
ences, toactually gotoprimarily minority and
white working-class high schools and get in-
volved with teacher training and curriculum
changes so students will be prepared for col-
lege.

Also, in Texas, the top 10 percent of high
school graduatesacrossthestatearenow guar-
anteed placesintheuniversity system. InCali-
fornia, it'sthetop 4 percent. Thereby, student
achieversinlow-incomeareas, whereschools
get less resources from the state, and where
parents can't afford private tutoring for SAT
tests, get a break. The children — whatever
their race— of waitresses and factory work-
ers aren’t left behind by the racial numbers
game.

Moreover, in racial-preferences colleges
that proclaimtheneedfor “diversity” asacom-
pelling state interest, there are often separate
dorms(“identity houses”) and separateorien-
tation procedures for minority students. Not
surprisingly, these sometimes result in sepa-

rategraduation ceremonies. Michael Meyers
executive director of the New York Civil
Rights Coalition, a former official of the
NAACP, callsthese practices of separation ¢
“ghettoisation” of thosecampusesinthename
of “diversity.”

George Washington University law profes
sor Jonathan Turley pointsout that “ thereisnc
guestionthat diversity isavital elementinedu:
cation, including diversity in religion, age
gender and economic background. But wher
itisartificialy engineered, it can undermine
themost essential component of theeducatior
process. thenotionthat studentswill beval uec
by whothey are and not what they represent.”

| believethepresident knowsthis, and |l hope
he acts according to that knowledge, and hic
belief in“ equal protectionof thelaws’ by mak-
ing advising the Supreme Court to makeaffir-
mativeactiontruly inclusive.

Nat Hentoffisanationallyrenownedauthor-
ity on the First Amendment and the Bill of
Rights.
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