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commentary

from other pens...

Wartime campaign
draws on wide field

TheDemocraticpresidential fieldfor 2004 israpidly taking shape
— with aheavy emphasison congressional veteranswith experi-
enceinforeign policy, military andintelligence matters.

But two aready in the race don't fit that mold: a blunt-spoken
Vermont governor and afreshman senator fromNorth Carolinawho
argueshisroleasarelative” outsider” giveshimabetter understand-
ing of regular people.

TheDemocraticfieldgrew tofour Thursday withtheNorth Caro-
linasenator, John Edwards, and departing House Democraticleader
Dick Gephardt, a seasoned lawmaker who is forming an explor-
atory committeein the next few days.

They joined MassachusettsSen. JohnKerry, aVietnamwar hero
with significant experience in international affairs, and Vermont
Gov. Howard Dean.

Thefieldislikely togrow tomorethanahalf-dozeninthenextweek
or so — with the entry of lawmakers like Connecticut Sen. Joseph
Lieberman, whowasthevicepresidential candidatein 2000, and Sen-
ate Democratic leader Tom Daschle, a South Dakota senator.

“1 expect several more peopleto getintotheraceand | look for-
wardtoit,” Kerry said Thursday after attending the inauguration
of the state’snew Republican governor, Mitt Romney. “| think it's
an opportunity for the country totest leadersand test their ideas.”

Sens. Bob Graham of Florida and Joe Biden of Delaware, two
senatorswith plenty of experienceinnational security matters, are
ponderingrunning. Retired Gen. Wesley Clark of LittleRock,Ark.,
the former supreme commander of NATO, isalso mentioned asa
possible candidate. And the Rev. Al Sharptonisplanning to form
an exploratory committeelater thismonth.

Edwards, atrial lawyer andfirst-termsenator, iswadingintothis
steep competitionwithanunusua — but necessary —strategy. He's
boasting about hisshort timein Washington.

Though he haslittle experience on the national stage, Edwards
said, “I’mmorethan happy to bejudged onthebasisof my ideas.”

“1f the American peoplewant alifelong politician in the White
House, that’ snot me. They’ || haveagroup of peopletochoosefrom
if that’swhat they want,” hesaid. “If they want i nstead somebody
whoiscloser tothem, moreconnected to them and spent hisentire
lifefighting for them and comesfrom them, thatisme.”

Edwards' strategy isso audaciousit could either fail miserably
or surprisealot of people. He' shoping hisappealing personal style
could overcome some concerns about his experience.

“Edwardshasasgood ashot asanybody, but it remainsto be seen
howwell hewill perform,” said Emory political scientistMerleBlack.
“He has Shakespearean ambition. Most freshmen would defer.”

Michigan State political scientist David Rohde said all candidates
“trytotradeontheir experience.” And henoted Edwardswill haveabout
the sametimein politics as President Bush had when heranin 2000.

“Experienceisvery important and especially executive experi-
ence,” Black said. “ That’ swhat’s missing from the pool thisyear.
Wherearethegovernors?’

Thetwo with executive experience are Florida Sen. Graham, a
former governor, and Vermont Gov. Dean, whoisal soaphysician.

Deanhasspent agreat deal of timeinearly stateslikel owa, New
Hampshireand South Carolina. Andwhen stateofficialsarehandi-
cappingthefield, they usually recommend closely watching Dean,
who hasimpressed party activistsin those states.

Any Democrat nominatedislikely tofaceatough battleousting
an incumbent president in wartime, said congressional historian
RossBaker of Rutgers.

“Whenthecountry isindanger,” Baker said, “ theretendstobea
preferenceto hold onto what you have and not make changes.”

EDITOR SNOTE —W I Lester coverspoliticsand polling for
TheAssociated Press.
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Time for serious New ’ ing

| don’t know about you, but I' m still recov-
eringfromtheholidays, sol amgoingtoshare
aGeorge Carlinquoteto helpyoudo somese-
riousNew Year thinking:

“Theparadox of our timeinhistory isthat we
havetaller buildingsbut shorter tempers, wider
freeways but narrower view points. We spend
morebut haveless; webuy morebut enjoy less;
we have bigger houses but smaller families;
moreconveniencesbutlesstime. Wehavemore
degreeshut lesssense, moreknowledgebut |ess
judgment, moreexperts— yet moreproblems;
more medicine but lesswellness.

“We drink too much— smoketoo much—
spend too reckless— laugh too little— drive
too fast— get too angry — stay up too late—
get uptootired—read toolittle— watch TV.
too much and pray too seldom.

“Wehavemultiplied our possessionsbut re-
duced our values. Wetalk too much, love too
littleand hatetoo often. We' velearned how to
makealivingbutnotalife. We' veaddedyears
toourlife, but not lifeto our years.

“We' ve been all the way to the moon and
back and have trouble crossing the street to
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meet anew neighbor. We' ve conguered outer
space, but not inner space. We' vedonelarger
thingsbut not better things. We' vecleaned up
theair but polluted our souls. We' veconquered
theatom but not our prejudice.

“Wewritemorebut learnless. Weplanmore
but we accomplish less. We learn to rush but
not to wait. We build more computersto hold
moreinformation, toproducemorecopiesthan
ever, butwecommunicatelessandless. These
aredaysof fast food and slow digestion — big
men and small characters— steep profitsand
shallow relationships. These are days of two
incomes but more divorce — fancier houses
but brokenhomes. Thesearethedaysof Quick
Trips, disposablediapers, throw-away moral-
ity, onenight standsand pill sthat doeverything
from cheer to quieting tokilling.

“These are the days when thereismuch ir
theshowroomwindow but nothinginthestock
room. These are days when technology car
bring this letter to you, and atime when yoL
can choose to sharethisinsight or just del ete
to thewastebasket!

“Remember to spend some time with youl
loved ones, because they’ re not gonna be
around forever. Remember to say akindworc
to someonewho looksup toyouin‘Ah,” be
causethat little person will grow up and | eave
your side. Remember togiveawarmhugtothe
onenext toyou, becauseitistheonly treasure
youcangivewithyour heart, anditdoesn’t cos
you acent!

“Remembertosay ‘| loveyou’ toyour part:
ner and to your loved ones, but most of all —
mean it! A kiss and embrace will mend hur
when it comes from deep inside of you. Re-
member to hold hands and to cherish the mo-
ment for someday that personwill not bethere
again. Give timeto love, give time to speak
givetimeto listen and give time to share the
preciousthoughtsinyour mind.”

Happy New Year tooneand all!

Religious wars abound in history

A coworker recently commented that she
wondered how many warsthroughout history
had been fought in the name of religion. Re-
search yielded the likelihood that it would be
impossibleto count them all.

In over 6,000 years of recorded human his-
tory, wars about religion have been fought
regularly in countries around the world, and
religious leaders have contributed to many
political conflicts. Many wars over religion
wereeven recorded inthe Bible.

Catholicshavefought Protestantsinlreland
for over 200years, Muslimshavefought Jews
inthe Middle East and Christians around the
worldin recent yearsand months; many were
put to death in the name of religion inthe In-
quisitions; the Crusades were fought over re-
ligion; andintheMiddleAges, peoplewereput
todeathfor thehigh crimeof owning, reading
or distributing the Bible. What was the Hol o-
caust of World War 11 if not areligiouswar?

Thelist goesonand on. To add to this, wars
havebeenfought almost daily sinceWorldWar
| beganin 1914, most of which have been en-
couragedinsomeway by religiousleaderswho
have“blessed” troopsand prayed for victory,
sometimes with leaders of the same religion
prayingfor victory on both sides.

“The chief motivation of war is no longer
greed,” Columnist H. Gordon Green said in
TheToronto Sar.

Theguttersrunwithblood, hesaid, “ because
men areeverlastingly convinced that thefaith
onehasinherited from one’sforefathersisthe
onetruefaithand all elseiserror and thework
of Satan.”

Is this view supported by the Bible?
Ephesians4: 5, 6 saysthereis, “onelLord, one
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all
persons, whoisover al andthroughall andin
al.”

Thereshouldonly beonereligion, areligion
that unites people in the worship of the one
God, the God who created heaven and earth.
Revelation 4:11 saysthisGod isworthy tore-
ceive the glory, honor and power because he
created all things.

So, what has gone wrong? Genesis 11:1-9
tells us about a group of people who built a
tower, the Tower of Babel, and sought tomake
a“ celebratedname” for themsel ves. Thistower
and its purpose wasin defiance of God's pur-
posefor mankind to populatethe entire earth.

Asverse4 says, thepeoplesaid, “ Let usbuild
ourselvesacity and alsoatower withitstopin
the heavens. . . . for fear we may be scattered
over al the surface of the earth.”

OrganizedfalsereligionbeganinBabel,and
the beliefs started there were spread through-
out theearthwhen God confused thelanguage
tomakethepeopl escatter. Many of thosefal se
beliefs have survived and been adopted by
today’sreligionsand are abig part of the var-
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ied religious beliefs around the world. These
beliefswerestarted by peoplewhoweremore
concerned about what they wanted than about
worshipping Godintheway he hasasked his
people to. The same selfish desires cause
people today to cling to these beliefs rather
thanlearnfromtheBiblewhat God asksof us.

In Exodus 20: 4, 5 tellsus that in the laws
handed down to M oses, the most famous part
being the 10 commandments, God told the
nation of Israel they were not to make carved
imagestobow downtoaspart of their worship.

Many nationsat that timewereinvolvedin
such worship and fought warsin the name of
their gods. Thelsraelitesweretoworshipone
God, the one who created the earth, the one
who brought them through the Red Seato es-
capeslavery in Egypt.

Thenation often did not obey thislaw from
God and disobeyed his other laws as well.
When God sent his son to re-establish true
worship and to sacrifice hislifefor mankind,
the nation of Israel asawhole rejected him.
Thosewho did not becamethe Christian con-
gregation, whichwould soonincludeGentiles
and by now has spread around theworld.

Should Christiansfight warsin the name of
God or of Jesus? Jesustold hisfollowers as
recorded in Matthew 22:37-39 that the most
important commandment wasfor themtolove
Godwiththeirwholeheart, mindand soul,, and
the second commandment was, “Love your
neighbor asyourself.”

Could someonewholoveshisneighborsall
over the world shoot, bomb or otherwise un-
leash weapons, including chemical and bio-
logical weapons, on others?

Romans 12:17 tells Christians to “ Return
evil for evil tonoone,” eliminating any possi-
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bility itisacceptabletokill or deliberately harm
someoneyou haveagood reasonto dislike.

Peopl e today, even many who claim to be
Christians, do not obey these commandments
from God. Thereis only one solution to this
problem.

Revelation 16:14 saysthekingsof theearth
will begatheredtothe“ war of thegreat day of
God theAlmighty.”

The events of that war are described in the
book of Revelationincluding chapter 9, verses
20,21, whichsay, “ Buttherest of themenwhc
werenot killed by these plaguesdid not repent
of theworksof their hands, sothat they shoul
not worship the demons and theidols of golc
and silver and copper and stoneand wood. . . .
andthey did not repent of their spiritistic prac-
ticesnor of their fornicationnor of their thefts.”

God’sanger unleashed onthesedi sobedient
people would destroy them. Following this
war, the prophecy of Micah 4:3 will reach its
complete fulfillment, “ And they will have tc
beat their swords into plowshares and their
spearsinto pruning shears. They will not lift
up sword, nation against nation, neither will
they learn war anymore.”

The only way world peace can exist is tc
eliminate all religions except one, worship of
theonetrue God, the Creator.

berry’s world
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