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2002 yearstopstoriesamixofnews

2002, from Page 1

6402 County Road 16 (west onold
U.S. 24).

Reynaldo’s Mexican restaurant
openedat Cherry and 17thand Taco
John’sopenedonK-27. Curt’sCor-
ner Garage expanded and opened a
new paint and body shop. In No-
vember, thetwo closed gasstations
were bought by Mike and Mark
Olderbak, ownersof Kabredlo's, of
Nebraska, and are to reopen in the
new year. Roof work isbeing done
ontheoneat 8th and Caldwell, and
environmental testsarebeing done
at 17th and Caldwell.

Finley’s Motor, the Buffalo Inn
and Cowboy L oop changed own-
ers. Withtheopeningsand closings,
theoverall businesslevel probably
cameout evenfor theyear.

Contributingtotheeconomic
roblems were the effects of
he drought, which cut the
spring wheat harvest. The dry
weather forced the city to impose
watering restrictionsand thecounty
to ingtitute a burn ban. The water-
ing restrictions began in July and
theburnban at theend of June. Both
werelifted at theend of September
when the county received some
much-neededrain. Thedry weather
all but erasedthefall harvest, which
wasabout half of what had been ex-
pected. Many dryland fields were
never harvested.

The county received enough
moisture to help get the winter
wheat crop started, but not enough
to say the drought isover. Weather
forecasts indicate there may be a
chancefor morenormal moisturein
the new year, but the High Plains
remained dry.

S& T Telephone of Brewster
4announced it would be build

Ing new, state-of -the-art fiber
opticsystemsinboth Goodland and
Colby. Work beganinthe spring to
lay fiber optic cablethroughout the
two cities, with completion ex-
pected sometimethisyear. Thetele-
phone co-operative built officesin
both cities and moved into the one
in Goodland at the end of Decem-
ber. S& T announcedthefirst phase
of customer sign up to begin on
Monday for selected parts of the
system. The company will provide
bothlocal and long distance phone
service aswell as Internet service
and cabletelevision over the same

lines.
5 progress and problems.
Goodland Regional Medical
Center announcedinMay it wasun-
dertaking a $1 million upgrade of
the hospital’s computer system to
improverecord keepingandtosim-
plify the clinical, laboratory and
billing processes. Administrator
Jay Jolly, who was hired at the be-
ginningof theyear, saidthecostwas
high, but that the hospital would
saveabout $300,000 by goingtothe
new computer system.
Thehospital sought approval for
tax credits to raise money for the
project. Theboard asked thecounty
for money and got $200,000 from
the health services sales tax fund.
The computer system is being in-
stalled and phase 1 of the switchis
underway. As part of the upgrade,
the hospital isworkingwithS& T
to provide fiber optic connections
for telephoneand I nternet service.
Thehospital announcedinthefall
that it would show aloss of about
$400,000 for the year, and an-
nounced a series of cuts and rate
increasesto help offset some of the
red ink. The 2003 budget an-
nounced in December shows the
hospital |osing morethan $200,000
in the next year, but the cash flow

The city’s hospital saw
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S & T Telephone began laying fiber optic lines in Goodland and Alco Discount Store (below) closed unexpectedly and the distinc-
Colby and built new office buildingsin both cities (above). In March,

tive sign was whisked down.

should be posi-
tive, providing
much needed
cash in the
bank.

In May,
the city,
county

and school dis-
trict hired Pen-
ny Nemechek
asagrantwriter
for all three.
She isworking
to find grants

F
&
-ci,I

|-70totheintersec-
tion at Business
U.S. 24 and built a
new Cherry Street

\ -f il to replace the old
el ﬁ,_l The state had to
- el RS do some emer-
r . .
. gency bridgerepair

before allowing
heavier trucks to
crossthe bridge on
K-27 over the
North Fork of the
Smoky Hill River
about eight miles

for the three
boards. Theideaistohavesomeone
whose primary jobissearching for
money to help pay for projectsfor
al three entities, and each has pro-
vided Nemechek with alist of pri-
orities.

A group of citizensupset with
7the closing of Alco and what

they saw as alack of effort
from the Goodland Chamber of
Commerce met to discuss starting
a new economic development
group.

After several meetings, thelarg-
est of whichdrew about 100 people,
the group established a steering
committee to organize under the
county commissioners. The group
presented plans to the county in
Juneandthe Sherman County Eco-
nomic Development Council was
approvedinJuly.

Thegroup set outtofind adirec-
tor, and Carolyn Applegate from
Norton was hired in October. She
set up shopinspaceinsidetheJMS
Financial officeonMaininNovem-
ber and has been meeting business
peopleinthecounty andworkingon
devel opment projects.

Both the city and county agreed
to provide money for the new
group, and have budgeted $50,000
for the program for the next year.
Much of themoney had beengoing
to the Chamber in past years, but a
majority of thecity commissioners
saidthey werenot satisfiedwiththe
chamber’sprogram.

In December, the chamber re-
ceived another blow to its budget
whenthe Sherman County Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau canceled
their management contract. The
bureauwascreated by county reso-
lutionin 1991, and under statelaw
raises money to promote tourist
business through a tax on motels

New System Professional
Window Cleaning
Most New Homes
ALL Exterior Windows
For ¥50

Window Cleaning * Clean Window Tracks ¢ Wash Screens
Skylights « Mirrors  Light Fixtures « Vacuum Window Sills
Courtesy Calls « Hard-water Stain Removal
References and more ...

For Details and Your No-Charge Estimate
Call, New System
Professional Window Cleaning Today
(785) 462-6995 or (800) 611-6735

and hotels.

The chamber had been handling
the board’s management and pro-
viding the office space since 1991.
Sincethe change, thevisitor board
has been looking for anew office.

Theconezoneisgone. InSep
ember, thefinal phaseof three
years of road construction
projects was completed with the
opening of the Cattletrail south of
17thand new accessroadsand stop-
lightat K-27 and BusinessU.S. 24.
Over the three years, the state
Department of Transportation re-
placed the 10 miles of 1-70 from
Goodland to Edson, rebuilt K-27
from Goodland north to the county
line, resurfaced K-27 south of the
city to the county line, replaced a
bridgeonold U.S. 24 near Caruso,
resurfacedthesectionof K-27from

south of the city.
The bridge is supposed to be re-
placed aspart of aproject thatisto
bedoneonK-27 south of thecity in
thenext few years, but could bede-
layed by thestate budget problems.

Goodland schools have new
classrooms, but fewer stu
dentsto put in them, and the
school board talked about closing
oneof thethreeelementary schooals.
The Goodland School District
started the year in January with an
openhouseat thenew scienceclass-
rooms that had been completed at
the high school. State budget prob-
lems cut the district’s budget,
though, and enrollment was 33
down from last year, forcing a cut
of $20,000in state funding.
Theschool district wassparedin
thelatest budget cutsannounced by
outgoing Gov. Bill Graves, but Su-

perintendent Marvin Selby said he
does not expect theincoming gov-
ernor and Legislatureto be ableto
balance the budget without more
cutsin education.

Despite the setbacks, the school
district ismoving forward with its
strategicplan, andin December the
Grant Junior High began the pro-
cessto teach the teachers and then
the studentshow to handle and use
small portable computersthat will
beissued to each student for them
to usethrough high school.

Inthespring, board member Ben
Duell brought up selling the Edson
gym, and after taking bids, the
board decided to turn down a
$15,0000ffer for thebuilding. L ater
intheyear, withthebudget cuts, the
subject of the gym resurfaced and
againtheboardtook bids. Theboard
accepted a$20,000offer onthegym
from Jay Herl, who runs Herl
Chevrolet, and Chuck Wilkens,
owner of WilkensTruck and Trailer
inOctober. Thedistrictwasn'table
to reach an agreement on arental
pricefor usingthegym, though, and
thesalefell through.

Thetenth entry isacol-
lection of storiesinthe
good, bad, interesting

and weird category.

Good: In November, agood Sa-
maritan found a cash bag from the
Eldorado clothing storeand turned
itintothepolice.All themoney was
there.

Bad: In August, there were twa
fatal accidentsinthesameday. The
morning of Aug. 22, Diane Tomp-
kins, 43, drove off the road at the
curve on K-27 south of Goodlanc
and diedwhen shewasthrownfrom
her car. That afternoon, Mary Alice
Garcia, 35, of Kanoradowaskillec
when her car crashed into a semi-
tractor rig about three miles south-
east of Kanorado.

Gunplay: In July, two men rob-
bed the Sinclair station out by 1-70
of over $200. A 19-year-old clerk,
Casey D. Brock, gave police ade-
tailed description of therobber anc
a companion, and Colorado offic-
ersnailedthemjust acrossthestate
line. She said she was quitting her
job, saying one robbery was more
than enough.

Violent: Awind stormin August
caused damage in Ruleton anc
Kanorado, ripping up roofs and &
graindryer at an elevator.

Buzz: TheWest Nilevirus, which
infectsbird, horsesand people, was
abigstory inAugust. Theviruswas
found in Sherman County in Sep-
tember. It had spread rapidly
through the surrounding states anc
wasin more than half of the coun-
tiesin Kansas.

Bronze: In September, the new
Ad Astra statue destined to be
placed ontheCapitol domemadeits
first stop in Goodland on atour of
Kansasonitsjourney to Topeka. It
took longer than expectedtoget the
statue on the dome because the
holes for the bolts had to be re-
drilled. Thestatuelooked alot big-
ger on the truck in Goodland than
todoesonthetop of thestatehouse.

Amystery: Whileworkingonthe
parking lot of the new People’s
State Bank, workmen came across
an old handgun buried beneath the
concrete. Sheriff Doug Whitson
said hewas not sureif therewas
crime connected with the gun, but
thought there might have been ¢
murder about thetimethe old con-
cretewas pouredin 1959.

On the lam: In late October,
Goodland Daily News Sports Edi-
tor Doug Stephensleft the officetc
pick upfilmat Wal-Mart and di sap-
peared. He left behind a wife,
Amanda, and two young children.

Totheground: Dec. 1, the Stuck-
ey’s restaurant near Brewster
burned to theground. Statefire of-
ficialswereinvestigating.

Meth: Dec. 19, Sherman County
sheriff’sofficers, Goodland police
and agents of the KBI and Quad-
County Drug Taskforce, searchec
Scotty’s Motor in Kanorado anc
found what they said wasan active
meth lab. Owner Scott Baumfalk
was arrested and has been in the
county Bastilleawaiting ahearing.

Rest stop: The state opened the
new tourist and travel center on |-
70 near Ruletonin May.
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NATIONAL BANK
www.fnb.com
203 E. 11th
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2000
' Neighbors Helping Neighbors’

Iindepemm Linda & Walt
Insurance .
Agerte Linthacum

|nsurance PLUS
Service

L&W-Andrist Insurance Agency

785-899-5678
102 E. 8th Street
Goodland

785-332-2121
107 S. Quincy
St. Francis

102, 5rmKKCI

Best of the 70s, 80s, & 90s

KLOE 730..

Full Service Radio

i

The

Goodlana Datly News

1205 Main
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2338

Check our On-Line
Steat
nwkansas.com

0odland A

January 6 - January 14, 2003

Monday, Jan. 6 - Classes Resume; “C” Baskethall at St. Francis 5 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 7 - “Gold Day”, SEMINAR - GAA & G-Club; ASVAB Interpretation 9-10:30 a.m.; West
Site Council Megting 4 p.m.; North Site Council Megting 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 8 - “Black Day”, Elementary Bank Day; PDC Meeting 3:45 p.m.; Central Site
Council Meeting 4 p.m.; City Recreation, Max Jones Field House and Junior High Gym 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 - “Gold Day”, SEMINAR - STUCO; “C” Teams Baskethall, Tribune here 5 p.m.;
Junior Varsity - Varsity Wrestling at Colby 5:30 p.m.; City Recreation, High School Gym 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 - “Black Day”, “C” - Junior Varsity - Varisty Basketball versus Colby here, 3:45
p.m.; Varsity Wrestling at Liberal 1 p.m.; End of 2nd 9 weeks

Saturday, Jan. 11 - Varsity Wrestling at Liberal; Junior Varsity Wrestling at Wakeeney 8 a.m.
Sunday, Jan. 12 - Open Gym, Max Jones Field House, 1-3 p.m.; Junior Olympics Volleyball,

Junior High Gym

Monday, Jan. 13 - No School Teacher Inservice & Workday; “C” Basketball at Oberlin 4 p.m.;
NWKL Scholars Bowl at Oakley 3 p.m.; Board of Education Meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 14 - Junior Varsity - Varsity Wrestling at Oberlin 5 p.m.

CHUCK WILKENS

WILKENS
TRUCK & TRAILER

1016 West Hwy. 24, Suite 2
Goodland, KS
Toll Free: (888) 613-1121
Office: (785) 899-5454

117 E. 9th - PO. Box 833
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-5011
(785) 899-5201 - fax

Roxann Kling  Susan Doke
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BANKS OF COLORADO

www.ebankwest.com
924 Main

Goodland, KS 67735
899-2265

FiNaNCIAL
SERVICES

J
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Serving your financial

needs today.

Tuesday through
Thursday Kyle W. Gordon
8 2&“&1};’955%;“ ' Kyle@jmsfin.com
appointment Linsco/Private
Mondays and Fridaysin L ajgef 0SsJ
salina 1208 Main, Goodland

Securities sold Through
Linsco/Private Ledger member
NASD/SIPC

111 S. 5th, Salina
1-800-480-5525
785-899-5531

www.jmsfinancial.com o, g5 899 2053

Quality Care

“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER
FORD-MERCURY, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24
1-70 BusinEss Loor
GoobLanD, KS 67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316
(Fax) 785-899-2317

S&T Communications
Inc. wishes all
Students Success!

S&T

( Commamcations ncorparated

1405 Main
Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 899-7400

N
L INC.
SINCE 1934
Hwy 24
Goodland, Kansas

(785) 899-2592
1-800-242-6939
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before - -
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2217 Enterprise Rd.
Goodland, KS
785-899-5245




