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from other pens...

GOP back on top
In 108th Congress

In January 1953, ayear of war on the Korean Peninsulaand a
Red Scareat home, Republicansmovedintothewinner’scircleof
American politics: simultaneous control of theWhite Houseand
both chambers of Congress.

The GOP's triumph, the first time the party had occupied the
central positions of national power since the Great Depression,
lasted exactly two years. Although the country still liked Ike,
Dwight Eisenhower’s Republicans would not regain a Senate
majority for 26 years. It took the GOP 40 years after itslossesin
1954 to recaptureamajority inthe House.

A half-century | ater, Republicanshaveagainachieved thetrifecta
— thetriple crown — of American political success. And again
conflict with Koreaisinthe news.

Stepping onto the rostrum where Eisenhower stood when he
addressed the83rd Congress50yearsago, Republican GeorgeW.
Bush will deliver the State of the Union address Jan. 28 before a
joint session of the GOP-led 108th Congress.

Except for asix-month period at thebeginning of thelast Congress,
a leadership opportunity ended by the defection of Sen. James
Jeffordsof Vermont, the 1953- 1954 term marksthelast time Repub-
licanscontrolledtheHouse, Senateand\WhiteHouseat thesametime.

K orearemainsavexing issue ahalf-century after thearmistice
that ended thewar. Civil rights, whichwasjust gathering momen-
tumwhenthe83rd Congressconvened, isafar differentissuethan
it wasin 1953 when in many states public accommodationswere
still racially segregated and theright to vote severely limited.

Headlinesin 1953 recorded Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy’shunt for
communistsinthe State Department and theArmy. But by theend
of 1954 the Republican-run Senate had condemned its GOP col-
leaguefor abusing hisoffice.

Oneof thefactorsin McCarthy’sdownfall wasthe 1950 Decla
ration of Conscience repudiating his guilt-by-association tactics
issued by fellow Republican Sen. Margaret Chase Smithof Maine.
Shewasthefirstwoman el ected tothe Senatein her ownright and,
in 1953, theonly femal e senator.

Fifty years have made a difference. Fourteen of the 100 sena-
torsserving in the 108th Congresswill be women, arecord num-
ber. Five of the of the 14 will be Republicans, aso arecord.

A portraitof Smithwill beadded tothe Senate’scoll ection of paint-
ings of distinguished former members during the new Congress.

When Vice President Richard Nixon rapped the new Senateto
order in the 83rd Congress he did so using the 2 1/2-inch, hour-
glassshaped gavel employed by every presidingofficer since 1789.

Senate historians say thefragile old gavel shattered in Nixon's
hand duringaheated|ate-night debatein 1954. A replacement gavel
of Indianivory took itsplace. And that’sthe gavel Vice President
Dick Cheney will usewhen he convenesthe Senate.

In the House, Rep. Nancy Pelosi of Californiawill be the
chamber’sfirst female Democratic leader and in line to become
speaker should her party regain the mgjority.

Oneprecedent set at theend of the 107th Congresstakesfull ef-
fectinthe108th: LisaMurkowski, R-Alaska, will becomethefirst
senator ever appointed by her father. Frank M urkowski namedhis
daughter to servethetwo remaining yearsin his Senateterm after
hewas swornin asAlaska snew governor.

Newcomersto the Capitol will only haveto glance out an east-
facing window to inspect the biggest change to the Capitol since
the domeand Senate and Housewingswere added 140 yearsago.

AholeisbeingdugintheEast Lawnfor anew underground Capi-
tol VisitorsCenter. It will add underground security screeningand
amuseum, auditorium, dining and office space.

EDITOR SNOTE—LawrenceL. Knutson hasbeenreportingon
Congress, the White House and Washington’'s history for 35-years.
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A city cat can find love in the country

This should bethe story of aChristmascat.
[tisn't.

It'sjustthestory of Lost Boy, thecity cat who
found loveinthecountry.

We were gathered at Barb and Daryl’s for
steaksabout six weeksago. They liveinafarm-
houseafew milesoutsideof Emporia. Barbis
Steve'slittle sister. Their brother Doug came
out from town and our kids came from
Lawrence.

Wewere staying at thefamily cabin at Lake
Kahola, about 30 milesoutsideof Emporia, that
weekend and went to churchintown Saturday
sincewewereleaving early Sunday for home.

Whenwearrived, everyoneel sewasal ready
there.

Everyoneincluding avery noisy black cat.
Hewascrying up astorm out by thebarn.

Daryl came out to seewhat all thefusswas
about, andthecat ranupand practically jumped
inhisarms.

We had just figured it was one of the barn
cats, but Barb and Daryl said they had never
seenthecat before. They saidthat we' dbrought
him out from town because hewaswearing a
flea collar and country people don't put flea
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collarsontheir outsideanimals.

Huh! Wedidn't think so. Maybethekidshad
brought him from Lawrence.

They swore that they hadn’t, but they had
comeinapickup somaybe....

Whenweall | eft, the cat stayed behind.

Inthemorning, they discoveredthat hewas
really adark chocolate brown, probably part
Burmese. He had yellow Burmese eyes, and
faint stripes.

Heisan unneutered male. Callsto the vet-
erinariansin the areaand careful checking of
the lost pet ads in the paper brought no re-
sponse.

He's still at the farm, living with the barn
cats. He's been named Lost Boy, or the Bur-
mese Brat when hegetsin troublewith Barb,
which seemsto befairly often.

| thought maybehewouldbecomeaninside
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cat, but shesaid that she’ shad enough of those.
Inthe20years|’ veknown her, Barb’sonly hac
four cats. During that same period Steveand|
have had 14.

When | first met Barb, shewas about 9 anc
her cat was Sarge.

Sargedied whileshewasat camp when she
wasabout 12 and her brother Kendroveall the
way to Topekato find a suitable Siamese re-
placement. That cat, Mikie, lived with her for
morethan 20 yearsin at | east three states.

Somewhere along the way, she acquired
part-siamese Deja and Deja had a kitten tha
shekept named Tiger. Dejadied several years
agoat age 18. Tigerisnow 18.1 won't say thal
her catslivelonglives— they just never seerr
todie.

During that time we’ ve gone through Spot
Beast, Baby, Dixie, Spazo, Midnight, Tuya
Hilary and half adozen more | can hardly re-
member.

| called Barbjust beforel wrotethiscolumr
to seehow everythingwasgoing. Shesaid the
cats, including Lost Boy, were all sunning
themselves on her back porch. The barn, it
seems, isjust the cafeteriaand bunkhouse.

Sebelius, GOP leaders to fight on education

TOPEKA — Democratic Gov.-elect Kath-
|een Sebeliusand Republicanlegislativelead-
ers are headed toward a clash over education
spending.

Sebeliushaspromisedtoreject cutsinaidto
publicschool sdespitethestate’ sseriousfinan-
cial problems.

GOP leaders are equally adamant that cuts
inschool aid must beconsidered aslegislators
deal withthe budget.

Thelooming conflict hasitsrootsinthegu-
bernatorial campaign, when Sebeliusaccused
Republican nominee Tim Shallenburger of
being willing to cut school spending.

Her victory showedthat voterswant schools
protected, shesaidinarecentinterview.

“1 thought it was pretty clear,” she said. “I
thought that wasone of thedefiningissuesbe-
tween my campaign and the campaign of my
opponent.”

But Republican|eadershave been skeptical
of Sebelius' promise on education spending,
especially given other statements suggesting
shewould not support tax increases.

“1 don’tthink you canleaveeducationalone
— it’'simpossible,” said Senate Ways and
MeansCommitteeChairman SteveMorris, R-
Hugoton. “ Thehole’ stoo big.”

Neither Sebelius nor legislative |eaders
doubt the seriousnessof thebudget crisisthey
will begin tackling Jan. 13, when the session
convenesand Sebeliustakesoffice.

For thecurrent budget year, whichendsJune
30, Gov. Bill Gravesaverted aprojected $312
million deficit with cutsandwithholdings, in-
cluding about $17 million sliced from educa-
tion spending. As much as$800 million sepa-
rates projected revenue and promised spend-
inginthe2004 fiscal year, which startsJuly 1.

Schools are now set to receive $3,863 per
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pupil from the state under the current budget.
Including fundingfor special education, build-
ings, transportation and programs for poor
children, state aid to school districts totals
about $2.3hillion.

That is slightly more than half the money
appropriated from the general fund, which
holdsmost of the state’ stax revenue.

Republican leadersargue the already diffi-
cultfinancial situation becomestwiceashard
to solveif aid to public schoolsisn't cut. If
public schools are protected, then social ser-
vicesand higher educationwill absorb deeper
reductions.

“1 think everything — everything—ison
thetable,” saidincoming House Speaker Doug
Mays, R-Topeka. “1 don’t think wecan afford
to hold anything harmless.”

Legislators could follow last year’s $252
milliontaxincreasewithanother taxincrease.
But Republican leaders see little enthusiasm
for theideaand have said taxeswill beraised
only with apush from Sebelius— which she
isn’t preparing to do.

“1 amalwaysconsciousof thefact that there
are peoplein alot of areasin Kansasin red
economic trouble,” Sebelius said. “I think
there' sasense of wehavetotighten our belts.
We haveto makethisgovernment asefficient
and effectiveaspossible.”

But Sebeliuswon't include public schools
inthebelt-tighteningin part becauseshe'scon-
fined by her campaign rhetoric.

She made much of Shallenburger’s state-
ment onAug. 7, themorning after hisprimary
electionvictory, that schoolscould deal withe
cut in spending of up to 3 percent if the alter-
nativewereraising taxes.

Shallenburger later said hedidn’t favor cut-
ting schoolsand wouldn’t propose reductions
in school aid. He also said Sebelius was tak-
ing hisstatement out of context.

Sebeliusinsisted the statement spokefor it-
self.

Shesaid: “I heard over and over again from
people, "Wereally feel that a commitment tc
the future is a commitment to education. We
don’'t want Kansasto lose quality schools.””

Furthermore, Sebelius argued that holding
publicschoolsharmlessisvital toaneconomic
recovery.

“We can't afford in the 21st century not to
haveawell-educatedwork force,” shesaid. “|f
you havetrained workers, if you have an edu-
cated work force, peoplewill come.”

The fight with GOP leaders is coming be-
cause, eventhough they acknowledgetheim:-
portance of public schools, they don’t know
how to avoid cutting school aid while reduc-
ing other agency budgets.

“1f somebody can show me away you can
dothat without raisingtaxes, I’ dbegladtolook
atit,” Mayssaid. “I just don’'t think that we
could.”

EDITOR SNOTE: Political Writer John
Hannahascovered stategover nment and poli-
ticssince 1987.
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