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Visitor board gets new office, acting director

VISITORS, from Page 1

on the highway, but felt that Main
had good visibility.

ArloHansen, manager of Sinclair
Service, saidhefeltthebest ocation
wasdowntown becausehebelieved
that economic development andthe
visitors bureau should work to-
gether. Hansen said he felt he
should not vote on the matter be-
cause he would have a conflict of
interest because the building was
handled by hisboss, Pete Whalen.

Judy Siruta, manager of theCom-
fort Inn, moved to accept the 1206
Main Avenue location. Ryan
Hageman, manager of Wendy'’s;
seconded themotion, which passed
unanimously.

Theboard planstohavetheoffice
moved by the beginning of Febru-
ary. The next question was about

officeequipmentandfurniture. The
visitor’ sbureau hasbeen using fur-
niturethat bel ongsto the Chamber
for more than 10 years, but there
was some question about whether
some of the furniture had been do-
natedtothebureau. ChairmanDale
Neil saidthey weretryingtofind out
about this.

Price said right now, she needs
two four-draw file cabinets. She
said she was hoping to be able to
shareafax machineand copier with
the economic development office
until thevisitor’sboard couldafford
to buy one. Economic Develop-
ment Director Carolyn Applegate
said shehad offered to do that.

Notz said shehad acoupleof file
cabinets she could loan the office,
and maybe even adesk.

“We need to find out what is
ours,” Notzsaid. “What doweneed

to spend?’

Pricesaid shedid not know what
expenses there might be, adding:
“Everybody’s been very nice and
supportive.”

Hagemanmadeamoationtoallow
upto$1,000for officefurnitureand
supplies. Siruta seconded the mo-
tion, which passed unanimously.

Neil said he had been pleased to
find that insurance costs would be
within the $3,000 they had bud-
geted. He said a quote from
Eklund’sInsuranceonliability cov-
erage was $500, and insurance for
thewhitevanwas$1,725. Theonly
concernwasthetour bus.

Neil suggested not including the
tour bus because it had not been
used much the previous year. He
said they had done quite a bit the
firstyearitwasused, buttherewere
only one or two toursthisyear. He

said taking the bus out of the bud-
get would save $10,000.

L ooking at the proposed budget,
Neil said themainideahad beento
maintainthe$50,000for marketing
efforts while making cuts in other
partsto makeit balance.

He said room tax collections
were down the past year, and that
they had reduced the budget to re-
flect that. The proposed budget for
last year was $128,444, but the ac-
tual expenditures were $106,441.
The proposed budget for this year
is$104,160. Hesaidthebudget was
openfor review andif anybody had
questionsor suggestions, hewould
welcomethem. Thebudget wasnot
adopted at thismeeting.

A question was raised about the
billboards the group leases and
what they now say.

Price reported that the four big

ones at Topeka, Salina, Grainfield
and Kanorado have been updated
and now haveafield of sunflowers
with a slogan “Goodland, we're
waiting for you.” The two small
onesthey own on either side of the
city have not been updated.

Applegate said she had noticed
that many of thebusinesshillboards
out on the highway did not have
Goodland listed. She said that it
would be a good reminder for
people on the highway to have the
nameof hethetown oneach of these
billboards.

Neil saidtheboard’ snext regular
meeting would beat 9 a.m. on Jan.
21, at the chamber conference
room, andthat theel ection of offic-
erswould be onthe agenda.

Theboard approved amotion to
spend $100 toward refreshments
for the Northwest Kansas Liberty

L eague basketball tournament that
will be in Goodland Jan. 17-18.
There will be 10 boys teams anc
nine girls teams playing at Max
Jones Fieldhouse. The Goodlanc
Ambassadors will handle the hos-
pitality room. Hagerman offeredto
provide paper products.

Theboardvotedtogointo closed
sessionto deal with personnel mat-
ters. When they returned to public
session, amotion was made to re-
move Harding asthe executive di-
rector. Neil said it passed unani-
mously.

Harding, executive director of
the Goodland Chamber, had been
thedirector of thevisitor’seffort for
over 11 years, when the Chamber
had amanagement contract withthe
board, but thecontract wascancel ed
in December.The board then pro-
moted Priceto acting director.

Sebelius namesssix to fill Cabinet in administration
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tionisnot necessary.

With the appointments today,
Sebeliushasfilled eight of 12 Cabi-
net positions. She'salready named
Howard Fricke, chairman of the
Security Benefit Group of Compa-
nies, secretary of administration,
and Lt. Gov.-elect John Moore, a
former CessnaAircraft Co. execu-

tive, assecretary of commerce and
housing.

Sebeliushasyettonamesecretar-
ies for the departments of Aging,
Agriculture and Corrections, or a
commissioner of juvenile justice.
She said she does not plan to keep
any more of Graves' cabinet mem-
bers.

Thegovernor-el ect said shedoes
not know how long Garner and

Wagnon will remain in their jobs.
Garner, alawyer, served in the
Housefor 12 yearsbefore running
unsuccessfully for insurance com-
missioner last year. Wagnon also
served 12 yearsinthe House, leav-
ingin 1994 for an unsuccessful run
for governor.

Shewasel ected Topekamayorin
1997 butlost her bidfor re-election
in 2001 and became president of

Central National Bank in Topeka.
Sebelius said she doesn’t have
any preconceived ideas about
whether the departments of Rev-
enueand Human Resourcesneedto
be reorganized. But she later said
Revenue's auditing staff “has al-
most vanished.” Outgoing Secre-
tary Stephen Richards has dis-
agreed, saying the agency isbeing
aggressiveinitsefforts.

Sebelius said: “It seemsto me
that thehistory in Revenuehasbeen
either full speed ahead, which has
really alienated alot of people, or
don’'tdoanything. We' dliketofind
away to beeffectiveinthat agency
again and not alienate the business
community and individual s across
thestate.” Asfor Human Resources,
Sebelius expressed concern that
work force training programs are

scattered acrosstoo many agenci es
and that the agency has too many
missions.

Garner said: “ I think right now in
thiseconomy, wewant to makesure
that wehavegoodwork forcedevel-
opment programs that are getting
peopletrained for productivejobs.
WEe' ve got to make surethat unem-
ployment benefits are being
handled in atimely manner.”

Bush pushing tax cuts, job growth to stimulate economy

BUSH, from Page 1

a go-for-broke effort by Bush to
seizeand control boththedomestic
and political agendaintherun-upto
his 2004 re-el ection campaign.

Democrats offered arival plan
and hurled predi ctablechargesthat
Bush’s plan was a budget-buster
that favored hisrich supporters.

Bushaddressed some2,300busi-
nessleadersindowntown Chicago,
and many of them cheered hiseco-
nomic plan during interviews.

“Thedividendtax cutsareagood
idea — people will move more
money into the market, because
their earnings will be taxed less,”
said Jeffrey Katz, chief executive
officer of Orbitz.

John Leonard, thechief of North
American equitiesfor UBS Global
Asset Management, said Bush's
growth packagewas" pretty appeal -
ing.”

Eliminating double taxation on
dividends“isasmart thingtodo so
capital can be allocated more
wisely,” Leonardsaid. Itwould spur
the economy by sending more
money into the economy, he said.

Democrats offered arival tax-
cutting planand said Bush'sfavors
therich.

“Thepresidentreallyisinvesting
$600 billion on an old, old Repub-
lican theory of trickle-down eco-
nomics,” said Rep. George Miller,
D-Cdlif. “We'resaying no. Giveit
tothe peoplewho needit.”
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The Democratic plan would ex-
pand unemployment benefitsby 26
weeks and give all workersare-
fundableincometax rebateof upto
$300 per person or $600 per work-
ing couple. States would get $31
billionfor homeland security, high-
way, M edicaid and unemployment
insurance programs.

Bushsaidthat under present | aw,
corporationsfirst pay taxesontheir
profits, andtheninvestorspay taxes
again on the same profits when
they’re distributed as dividends.
Bush asked Congess to end this
“doubletaxation” of dividends.

“One half of American house-
holds own stock, and we have an
obligation to make sure American
investors are being treated fairly,”

In most cases, you can be hooked up today. We have the newest
digital incoming lines, and a high speed frame relay to carry your

traffic.

*Special rate offer

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we

give you a month of service free and free set-up ($19.96 per

month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198
(four months free service).

L s e
[ r —
ol [ |

I |

~ nwkansas.com

L ocal Tech Support « Same-Day Connection* < Friendly Peopleto Help
TheGoodland Daily News ¢ 1205Main, Goodland, Kansas, 67735+ 785899-2338

*In most cases; we'll try anyway.

he said. However, much of these
holdings are in 401(k) or other re-
tirement accounts— andwould not
be affected by Bush’s proposals,
since such dividends are already
sheltered from taxes.

Theelimination of taxeson stock
dividendsisthebiggest element of
the plan, and is estimated to cost
$364 billion over 10 years. Bush's
planalsocallsforanimmediateac-
celeration—retroactivetoJan. 1—
of the tax rate cuts that had been
scheduledtotakeeffectin2004 and
2006.

Bush also proposed immediate
relief from the so-called marriage
penalty which hits two-earner
couples— at a 10-year cost of $58
billion.
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Another key element, onethat the
administration hoped would mute
some of the Democratic criticism,
was an increase in the child tax
credit, currently at $600, to $1,000
per child. Even families without
enough income to pay taxes could
get up to $400-per-child rebate
checks, under the plan.

The administration said that
checks reflecting the higher child
carecreditwouldbeissuedthisyear
anditestimated 34 millionfamilies
would benefit from thiselement of
the president’splan.

Overall, the administration said
that $102 billion of the cost of the
program would occur in 2003 and
therest of the$674 billiontotal cost
would be spread out over the next

someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business. Use it for school.

Use it for pleasure. Use it just to find

decade.

“Thisisaplan that provides tax
relief totheworkingcitizens,” Bush
hadsaidMonday. “It'saplanthat is
avery fair plan. It'saplanthat rec-
ognizes when somebody has more
of their own money, they’relikely
to spend it, which creates more
jobs.”

Bush’spackagewoul d alsoboost
tax relief for small businesses by
expanding the amount of equip-
ment purchases they can write off
as deductions from the current
$25,000 to $75,000 and index fu-
tureincreasestoinflation.
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out what’s out there. Pick a topic and
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... in just seconds.

E-mail for fun and profit

E-mail is fast, affordable and
inexpensive. From your computer, you
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