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North Korearattlessword [ prime time

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

SEOUL, South Korea— A defi-
ant North Koreawarned that sanc-
tionsagainstitwould“meanawar,”
asthousandsof peopleralliedtoday
inthecommuni st capital tosupport
the country’smilitary.

Thethreat came as South Korea
dispatched another top diplomat to
Washington today to seek apeace-
ful solutiontothenuclear standoff.
National security adviser Yim
Sung-joonistomeet hisU.S. coun-
terpart, Condoleezza Rice, and
other White House officials.

Yim’s mission coincides with
talksal ready underway inWashing-
ton among other senior diplomats
from South Korea, Japan and the
United States.

A day earlier, the U.N. nuclear
watchdog gave North Koreaasec-
ond chanceto abandonitssuspected
weapons program — delaying the
possibility of U.N. sanctions.

“Sanctions mean awar, and the
war knows no mercy,” said the
North’s official Korean Central
NewsAgency.

In the North Korean capital,
about 100,000 people attended a
communist party rally and were
urged to give “top priority to mili-
tary affairs as the maxim of their
life,” KCNA said in areport that
could not be independently veri-
fied.

BADHDAD, Irag— U.N. arms
expertstook totheair today intheir
search for evidence of banned
weapons, using helicoptersfor the
first time as they began their sev-
enthweek inlraq.

Western journalists were told
they could not cover thetake-off of
the U.N. helicopters since it was
fromamilitary base, but theArabic
satellite TV channel Al-Jazeera
showedwhiteU.N. helicopterslift-
ing off from Baghdad’'sAl-Rashid
military air base. It said three U.N.
aircraft weretailed by twomilitary
chopperscarrying thelraqi liaison
officerswho work with theinspec-
tors.

The helicopters were said to be
making an aerial survey, but U.N.
officialshavesaidthechoppersal so
would make it easier to swoop
down on potential weaponssites.

Today, Iraq’ sofficial newspapers
reacted with skepticism to Presi-
dent Bush's latest statement sug-
gesting war was not inevitable.
Bush said Monday that Saddam has

around the world

alowit.

“Theteam of scientistshashadno
access to the alleged family and,
therefore, cannot verify firsthand
the claim that a human baby has
beencloned,” said Michael Guillen,
aformer ABC science editor who
had offered to arrange thetesting.

Experts who had been demand-
ing independent verification said
Clonaid has never had credibility
with the scientific community.

Clonaid was founded by the
Raelian religious sect, which be-
lieves space aliens created life on
Earth. Clonaid chief executive
Brigitte Boisselier acknowledges
outside DNA testing would be
needed to maketheclaimcredible.

NEWY ORK — Republicanssay
bringing their 2004 convention to
New York will givetheparty anew
advantage in the Democratic
stronghold and provide alift to a
city recovering from the 2001 ter-
rorist attacks.

TheGOPannounced on Monday
that New York would host its first
Republican national conventionin
2004. Theparty alsohad considered
New Orleansand Tampa, Fla.

Republicanssay thechoicesends
amessageabout the2004 presiden-
tial race.

“1 think what they’ resaying here
isthat’ Webelieve GeorgeBushcan
carry New York State,”” said Re-
publican strategist Jay Severin.

Other party insiderssay the con-
vention will bring a much-needed
boost tothecity asit movespast the
terrorist attacks that killed 2,800
people.

“1 think thisisgoodfor New York
and | think symbolically important,
too, that the president is coming
back tothe placewherethecountry
was attacked,” said Kieran
Mahoney, a Republican strategist.
“Past political considerations, it
sendstheright message.”

LOSANGELES— Strongwind
raked Southern California again,
fanning wildfires across Malibu
hillsides, overturning trucks, and
toppling treesand power poles.

Two deaths were reported: a
woman killed when a eucalyptus
treefell onher in San Diego, and a
passenger inacar hit by aflyingfi-
berglass pickup truck cover on a
freeway in Riverside east of Los

locked basement room.

An arrest warrant wasissued for
the 41-year-old woman police al-
legebeat and burned thethreeboys,
who had been entrusted to her by
their mother — her cousin —
monthsearlier.

Thesurvivingboys, ages4and7,
werebeing treated at ahospital for
starvation and dehydration and
were reported in fair condition.
Newark Mayor Sharpe James said
oneof themhad burnsfromhisneck
down.

The dancer, Sherry Murphy, has
been charged with three counts of
childendangerment and couldface
more serious chargesin the case of
7-year-old Faheem Williams,
whosedeath hasbeen characterized
by prosecutorsasahomicide.

The grisly case began to unfold
Saturday, when Faheem'’s twin
brother, Raheem, and another
brother, Tyrone, 4, werefoundina
basement room in Murphy’s two-
story Newark rowhouse.

Oneof theboyssaid at the
hospital that hisbrother had been
missing for weeks. That led police
to Faheem’sbody, stuffedina
storage binin the same basement.
WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — The 108th
Congressiscommencing with Re-
publicansat the helm onboth sides
of theCapitol hopingtoswiftly pass
a13-week extension of unemploy-
ment benefitssothey canshifttheir
focus to President Bush's plan for
stimul ating the economy and over-
due budget bills.

With Bill Frist of Tennessee
poised for hisfirst day as Senate
majority leader, Republicans
planned to begin Senate debate on
the jobless assistance package on
today and hopedtofinishby Thurs-
day. House passage could come
Wednesday, reflectingaGOPdesire
to quickly quiet Democratic criti-
cismthat Republicanshaveignored
victimsof thestruggling economy.

Democrats complained that the
GOPplanwastoo skimpy andwere
preparing alternatives that would
last longer and cover more people,
raising questionsabout quick enact-
ment.

Thepolitical combat wasacoun-
terpoint to the pomp and parties
expected to dominate the first day
of thenew Congress.
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