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commentary

from other pens...

Open meetings flaw
needs to be changed

TheGarden City Telegram on Open Mestingsruling:

Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebelius’ victory...in a challenge to the
KansasOpenMeetingslaw exposesaflaw inthestatutethat needs
some correction.

Eventhejudgeinthecasenoted thel oophol eseemstoruncounter
tothe spirit of the democratic process.

Fourteen newsorganizations, including thisone, suedfor access
toSebelius’ state-government review teamdeliberations. Sebelius
balked, noting theteamsaren’t covered by the KansasOpen M eet-
ingsAct because she’snot yet governor...

News organizations argued otherwise. They said her transition
team has Statehouse offices, the governor-elect has a state secu-
rity detail, the L egisl ature appropriated $150,000 to cover transi-
tion expenses, and Sebelius could use state employees...

Shawnee County Judge Eric Rosen...ruled the Open Meetings
Act doesn’t cover theteams because Sebeliuswon’'t have powers
to issue executive orders, for example, until sheisgovernor Jan.
13...

Rosen noted thecourt didn’t havethepower to changestatelaw,
but did takeissuewith theloophole. “1f the openness of the deci-
sion-making processisaninherently sound demaocratic principle,
isit not equally worthwhile before Jan. 13, 2003, asit isafter that
date?’ hewrote.

Itis, and the Kansaslegislature can make suretheloopholegets
closed.

Sebelius, who has promised an open process, can initiate that
correction. A statement of that intent in her inauguration speech
would send a powerful signal to thelegislature and the people of
thestate.

TheChanuteTribuneon slot machinestoraiserevenue:

Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebelius faces a Herculean task — trying
to find enough revenue to cover the state’s expenses. Right now
theimbalanceishundreds of millionsof dollars.

OneplaceSebdiusiswillingtolook: ot machinesat racetracks.

It'sabadidea. No matter what thedegreeof fiscal difficulty the
state faces, expanding our reliance on gambling revenuesisn’t
appropriate.

Gamblingisaperfectly harmlessform of entertainment for some
folks. But for someit’'s positively toxic. For them, gambling is
addictive. Staterevenuegenerated by their play is, in somecases,
blood money.

Thestate’ sgenera prohibitionongamblingisaremnant of long-
standing oppositiontogambling onreligiousgrounds. Frankly, we
find it impossibleto view gambling asamoral issue, per se. But,
asisthe casewith many Biblical prohibitions, theadmonitionisa
practical one...

It'snosurpriseat all that theclienteleismade up of adispropor-
tionate shareof low-income people. Thosewho canleast affordto
wastetheir money arethe most likely to gamble.

Asatax policy, that’'s shameful...

If thepublicreally isn’t willing to pay for services, the services
shouldn’t be offered.

Rather thanallow for theexpansion of gambling, Sebeliusshould
be pushing for anincrease in property taxes, in the salestax and
therepeal of some of thetax exemptions.

That would beamuch more honest approachto paying for state
government.
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chk recipes from D C caterer

Orval ewisSchultisinher cookbook “ Sim-
ply Deliciousby Orva’ tried to make her reci-
pes easy to follow, have few ingredients, and
generaly quicktoprepare. If arecipehasalong
preparation time she suggests making more
and turn leftovers into a different meal. The
following recipesarefrom her book.

Creamy French Celery Soup
3tablespoonsextravirgin oliveoil
3tablespoonsflour

3cans(101/2 ounceeach) chickenbrothand
enough water to make 6 cups

1largebunchcelery, takenapart and washed
thoroughly

1 bunch green onions

salt and pepper to taste

Easy Rouille

grated Parmesan cheese, if desired

Inaheavy 3 or 4 quart pan with lid heat the
oliveoil dightly andwhiskinflour. After well
blended, add the liquid and whisk again. Cut
celery into crosswisedicesaninch or sowide
and add. Washand dliceall of thegreenonions
intothesamesize. Cover and ssmmer for about
30 minutes or until tender. Purée. Season to
taste. Serve hot with aspoonful of rouilleand
asprinkleof cheeseif youwant. Servessix.

Easy Rouille

1 cup mayonnai se(containing no sugar) Do

not uselow fat.

Korean crisis Is a major threat

Thefirstforeign-policy test for Democratic
presidential candidates is at hand: Come up
with a plan to solve the nuclear crisis with
North Korea.

What strategiesthe variouscontendersrec-
ommend will tell usalot about their ability to
think through a horribly difficult strategic
problem—andwhether their natural bentina
crisisistoward appeasement, confrontation or
some creative middle course.

Koreais atest, too, for President Bush,
whosere-election— and thenation’splacein
the world — rides on his ability to maneuver
through simultaneous challengesin Irag, Ko-
rea, Afghanistan, the Middle East and thewar
onterror.

Thefirst part of thetest for Democratsisto
say whether North Korea's restarting of its
nuclear weaponsprogramactually constitutes
acrisisdemanding urgent action.

TheBush administration claimsit doesnot,
with Secretary of State Colin Powell caution-
ing CNN interviewer Wolf Blitzer not to get
“breathless” about thesituationand Bush say-
ing it can be handled “peacefully through di-
plomacy.”

It swidely assumed that the administration
really ispursuinga*“onecrisisat atime” strat-
egy and doesn’'t want to let the Korean prob-
lemdivert it from theforthcoming confronta-
tionwithIrag.

Even though North Koreaisbelieved to al-
ready possess two nuclear bombs and could
producefiveor six morewithinmonths—and
Iraqisthought to befurther behind —thereis
alogictotheadministration’s”Iragfirst” pri-
ority.

Troopsalready areontheway tothePersian
Gulf. TheUnited Nations Security Council has
demanded that Irag disarm. Thetimetablefor
war is set for this month or next, before the
weather getshot.

Moreover, as various Bush allies have ar-
gued, IragisaNorth Koreain the making and
needs to be stopped from devel oping nuclear
weapons before military options become dif-
ficult orimpossible.

Still, evenif theadministration doesn’t want
tolabel Koreaa“crisis,” it certainly demands
immediateaction— but thebest coursetofol-
low isanything but clear.

Besides showing what they are made of as
strategists, the Democratic candidates could
conceivably help the country develop awise
solution to the problem.

So far, only one 2004 Democratic hopeful
hascommentedat any lengthontheK oreasitu-
ation— Sen. JoeLieberman (Conn.), whohas
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® postscript

1 teaspoon finely minced garlic
agenerous pinch paprika

sattotaste

Blend ingredientstogether and refrigerate.

The celery recipeisfor Cynthiawho ends

up with an excessaround the holidays.
Sweet Potatoand Ham M edley

11/2to 2 cupspeel ed and diced sweet pota-
toes

21/2 cupsdiced ham

5greenonions, sliced

2 tablespoonsvegetableoil

3 tablespoonsbutter

1/2 cup heavy cream

salt and pepper to taste

Parboil diced potatofor 3minutesanddrain.
Heat butter and oil until it sizzles and sauté
potato until begins to brown. Add onion and
cook until it beginstowilt. Add hamand cook
for about 5 minutes. Add cream and stir until
absorbed. Season to taste. Serves 4. Good
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been ahead of the pack on arange of issues
includingIrag, homeland security andtax cuts.

However, Lieberman’sinstant reaction —
onBlitzer’s"LateEdition” onDec. 29—was
disconcerting. Liebermandeclaredthat North
Korea's weaponry posed a crisis, but he
seemedtoblameitmoreonBushthanonNorth
Korea sdictator, KimJong .

He said the Bush administration “ dropped
the ball by cutting off fuel shipments, which
is the agreement that the North Koreans en-
tered. Inreturnforthefue , they wouldstopthis
nuclear power plant producing plutonium. We
stoppedthefuel. They started uptheplutonium
plant.”

However, the fact is that the United States
stopped fuel shipments when it was learned
that North Koreawas secretly working on an
enricheduraniumplantinviolationof its1994
agreement not to devel op nuclear weapons.

OnCBS “FacetheNation” Liebermanpro-
posedimmediate, direct U.S. negatiationswith
North Korea— which the administration so
far refuses to engagein — “and I’ d put the
military option on the table as part of those
negotiations.”

Lieberman’ sapproach seemshoth softer and
tougher than Bush’s— both rewarding North
Korean misbehavior by granting its demand
for direct talks and escalating the danger by
talk of war.

Lieberman needstoexplainhow Bush—or
aPresident Lieberman— couldfightawarin
Iragand K oreaat the sametimewith U.S. de-
fensesreduced during the Clintonadministra-
tionfrom 1.8 millionpersonnel to 1.5million.

The only other presidential contender to
comment onthesituationwas Sen. JohnKerry
(D-Mass.), who also blamed Bush.

He charged on Dec. 27 that North Korea's
movestorestart itsplutonium plant was* pre-
dictable and totally anticipated based on this
administration’s compl ete avoidance of are-
sponsibleapproachtoNorth Koreaover ayear
andahalf.”

It's true that the Bush administration held
back from dealing with North Korea, but any
Democrat who's honest should be at |east
equally critical of the Clinton administration
for itsfecklessness.

After consideringwar tostop plutonium pro-

recipefor leftovers. Whenworkingwith sweet
potatoeswear rubber glovesor your handswill
turnyellow.
Ham and CheeseRoalls

1 packagerefrigerated crescent roll dough

4 ouncesthinly sliced cooked country ham
or if using deli ham, chooseatypewhichisn't
sweet

4to5ouncesgrated Monterey Jack or Ched-
dar cheese

8ouncesdlicedfreshmushrooms(optional)

1 ouncebutter

Preheat oven to 350. If using mushroom,
sautéin butter and allow themto cool. Unroll
dough being careful not to stretch it. Divide
ham, cheeseand mushroomsamongraolls. Roll
upstartingfromthewideend. Carefully trans-
fer rollsto baking sheet lined with foil. Spray
foil with nonstick spray. Bake for about 20
minutes until golden. Servesfour. Good with
scrambled eggsfor brunch.

| madethisrecipeand hadtheofficerateit. |
will useaonetofiveforksrating systemwith
fiveforksasbeingthebest. Theconsensuswas
four forks. Variations suggested wereto add &
little hot sauce. Also it was suggested to ado
pizzasauce. | aso wondered why they coulc
not befrozenfor thefuture. Onething |l missec
washavingtostrikecrescentroll doughonthe
counter and havingit pop.

for candidates

duction, Clinton was diverted toward diplo:
macy by former President Jimmy Carter anc
then concluded the 1994 deal, which Nortk
K oreasoon breached whilethe Clintonadmin-
istration ignored intelligence reports on its
cheating.

Democratsal so need to explainhow —if &
all — they would handle other playersin the
North Korean equation — China, South Ko-
rea, Japan, RussiaandtheU.N. Security Coun-
cil.

If they favor direct talks, cutting out othel
nations, they will havetoexplainwhy they are
abandoningtheusual Democratic penchantfol
multilateral action, thecoursethat Bushisnow
taking.

Most of all, the Democratsneed to say whal
their endgameis—tobuy off North K oreawitt
massiveaid, asRep. EdMarkey (D-Mass.) ha
suggested, or toforcedenucl earization, aspro:
posed by former Clinton aides Sandy Bergel
and Robert Gallucci.

And they have to say what they’d do if, &
seems entirely possible, North Korea reject:
both pressure and promises and goes aheac
building nuclear bombs. The danger is tha
KimJong Il will sell them. Theworldterroris
network issurely buying.

Morton Kondrackeisexecutiveeditor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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