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Today
o Sunset, 4:42 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:06 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:43 p.m.

Midday Conditions
+ Soil Temperature 39 degrees
« Humidity 35 percent
* Sky sunny
* Winds north northwest 18-25
+ Barometer 30.21 inches

and rising

* Record High 63° (1923)
* Record Low -9° (1937)

Last 24 Hours*
High 69°
Low 24°

Precipitation none

N.W. Kansas Forecast
Tonight: mostly clear, low near
10, winds north 10 m.p.h. Friday:
mostly sunny, high 35-40, low near
15, winds north 10-15 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast

Saturday: partly sunny, high
mid 30s, low lower 20s. Sunday:
mostly clear, high upper 40s. Mon-
day: mostly clear, high mid 40s,
low lower 20s. Tuesday: partly
cloudy, high near 45, low mid 20s.
Wednesday: partly cloudy, high

mid 30s, low lower 20s.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.48 bushel
Posted county price — $3.52
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$2.49 bushel
Posted county price — $2.31
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.26 bushel
Soybeans — $5.34 bushel
Posted county price — $5.26
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $10.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.15 cwt.
NuSun — $11.20 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection— $17/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $16
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

afternoon

Ire

Late news &

from the
Associated
Press

1p.m.
Crash cause
not known

CHARLOTTE,N.C.—The
cockpit voicerecorder fromthe
commuter plane that crashed
has “very good” sound but
there are afew problemswith
theother so-called black box, a
federal investigator saidtoday.

Thefiery crash Wednesday
morning killed all 21 aboard.

Thecauseof thecrashwasnot
clear. FBI agent-in-chargeChris
Swecker saidtherewasnoindi-
cation of terrorism.

Theflight datarecorder and
cockpit voice recorder were
both recovered Wednesday
and sent to Washington for
analysis.

“Not too long ago we re-
ceived word back from Wash-
ingtonthat wehaveavery good
(voice) recorder,” JohnGoglia,
a National Transportation
Safety Board member, said to-
dayonCBS “TheEarly Show.”

Two more meth labs busted here

By Michelle L. Hawkins
The Goodland Daily News

In the second meth lab bust in
Sherman County in the last three
weeks, six peoplewere arrested on
Wednesday eveningintwoseparate,
but related raids.

This morning Sherman County
Sheriff DougWhitsonsaidthat asa
part of an investigation which has
been going on for months by the
Quad County Drug Task Force,
Kansas Bureau of Investigation,
Sherman County Sheriff’s Office
and the Goodland Police Depart-
ment, four arrests were made in
Goodlandandtwoinrural Sherman
County.

Two searchwarrantswereissued
Wednesday afternoon, and officers
raided the house of Justin Kibel,
shortly after 7 p.m. Kibel’s mobile
homesitsat thecorner of 16th Street
and KansasAvenue.

Duringthebust, officersarrested
Kibel, 23, along with three other
individuals, Curtis Wiley, 31, his
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The mobil home of Justin Kibel, at the corner of 16th Street and Kansas Avenue, was the location of

the first of two drug busts made in the county on Wednesday evening. Six people were arrested in
Photo by Michelle L. Hawkins / The Goodland Daily News

conjunction with the busts.

wifelL edlie, 24, and JaguelineBowl-
ing, 21.All four weretakenintocus-
tody and booked into the Sherman
County Bastille on charges of pos-
sessionof narcoticsandtheproduc-
tion of methamphetamines.

Thesecondhouseinvolvedinthe
bust was the rural home of Jimmy
McClelland. Whitson said during
the investigation, the two houses
were “tied in together” and it was
determined that meth labs were

functioning in both residences.
McClelland, 43, and his wife
Elaine, 40, were arrested and taken
to the Bagtille. They were charged
with the cultivation of marijuana,
possession of narcotics and drug

paraphernalia, and the manufactur-
ing of methamphetamines.

Whitsonalsosaidtwochildren,in
their early teens, were at the Mc-
Clellandresidence. They weretaken
into protectivecustody and | ater re-
leased to their grandmother.

During the searches, Whitson
saidnarcoticswereseized fromboth
houses. Sincethelabsweresmall, he
said it was not necessary for the
Kansas Department of Health and
Environment to be called in for
clean-up. A deputy fromthe Thomas
County Sheriff’s Office and an of-
ficerfromtheSt. FrancisPoliceDe-
partment, who are trained in the
clean-up of methlabs, assistedlocal
agenciesby lendingtheir expertise.

“Everybody involved did a fan-
tastic in getting thejob done,” saic
Whitson.

He said all six individuals are
awaitingthefilingof formal charges
by the county attorney. No bonds
have been set, but Whitson said he
anticipatesthemtobeset on Friday.

Santa Claus being held In police storage

Santa Clausisin apolice depart-
ment storage room along with the
three Wise Men, Mary and Joseph
and a snowman, waiting to be
claimed.

Officersrecoveredtheyard deco-
rations after arun of vandalismin
thelast month, policesay, including
damage to Christmas decorations
and vehiclewindows being shot.

There have been around 15 re-
ports of broken windows, said Po-
liceChief Ray Smee, andabout five
of broken or damaged outdoor
lights. The police havenoleads, he

NSI plant
annNouUNCes
20 layoffs

By Michelle L. Hawkins
The Goodland Daily News

AswasspeculatedinlateNovem-
ber, Goodland's sunflower-seed
crushing plant will belaying off 50
percent of its workers starting Fri-
day.
Steve Boshoff, manager of the
Northern Sun plant west of Good-
land, wouldn’t comment onthelay-
offs or the possibility of extended
closure of the plant. He referred
questionstoL arry Cunningham, the
senior vice-president of corporate
affairsfor Archer-Daniels-Midland,
or ADM. They are the corporate
headquarters for Northern Sun In-
corporated and are located in
Decatur, I11.

Cunningham confirmed that
roughly half of the 40 workerswill
belaid off and that the plant will no
longer operateasaprocessingfacil-
ity, but rather just adistribution cen-
ter tofulfill current commitmentsto
customers.

“With back to back years of
drought, there are no sunflowersto
crush,” hesaid.

ADM owns Northern Sun and
hundredsof other plantsin 26 states
and other countries. It alsoownsthe
Collingwood Grain elevator in
Goodlandand other el evatorsacross
the country.

Northern Sun buys sunflower
seeds from farmers and crushes
them to make animal feed and veg-
etable oil. ADM is aworld-wide
agricultural processinggiant, andits
plants process sunflowers, soy
beans, cocoa, wheat and other
grains.

Although in aninterview in No-
vember Cunningham said he was
not sureif the plant would be clos-
ing or workerswouldbelaid off, he
is now saying that the company is
left with few options.

Hedidsay ADM will continually
evaluatethe statusof Northern Sun
and hopefully with alittlerain and
some good crops be ableto usethe
facility as a processing plant once
again.

said, and aretrying to get informa-
tion from the public through
Crimestoppers.

Although the vandalism has
mostly happened during the school
break for theholidays, thechief said
he could not besurethevandalsare
kids.

“Aboutthetimel say itwaskids,”
hesaid, “it’ll turn out to be adults.”

A manwasarrested Dec. 8for al-
legedly damaging Christmas deco-
rations and a Christmas tree, but
more vandalism occurred between
Dec. 28 and Jan. 4.

Andtherehavebeenalot of win-
dows shot by BB guns, pellet guns
and paint ballsduring thefirst week
of January.

A list of most of the crimes re-
ported between Dec. 28 and Jan. 6
isin the matters of record on page
threeof today’ spaper; somecrimes
from that period were listed in the
Thursday, Jan. 2, edition of The
Goodland Daily News.

The police haverecovered some
Christmas figures, Smee said,
which no one has claimed.

The figures include Santa, a
couple of snowmen and figures
from Nativity sets, including Mary
and Joseph, the three Wise Men, a
shepherd and adonkey.

Someone took them, the chief
said, and set them up at the fair-
grounds, where the police found
them between Christmas and New
Year'sDay.

Sofar, hesaid, noonehasreported
them stolen.
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Officer Jim Gillespie of the Goodland Police Department had a little trouble keeping the snowman in
line Wednesday. The line-up wasn’t of suspects but of missing “persons” found by officers over aweek
ago though not yet reported missing. Gillespie said the department also has a lot of bicycles in stor-

age which have not been claimed.

Shirtsleeves in January
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Lonnie and Amy Phifer of Goodland shopped at Jacque’s Hall-
mark Wednesday afternoon, the weatherwas so nice, they just
had to get out of the house. The temperature soared to 69 de-
grees Wednesday, but did not break the record of 74 seton the
same day last year. Today the high is expected to be about 45

with a cold front moving through, but no moisture is expected.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Revenues hit mark
In December, trail year

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — State revenue col-
| ectionsmet expectationsinDecem-
ber but still trail theofficial forecast
for thefirst half of the current bud-
get year.

According to figures released
Wednesday, smaller-than-expected
corporateincometaxescontinueto
be problematic, cominginwell be-
low theforecastsonwhichofficials
make budgeting decisions.

TheL egidativeResearch Depart-
ment reported overall collectionsin
the state’s general fund last month
totaled $405 million, about
$800,000 or 0.2 percent more than
stateanalystshad predictedintheir
November forecast.

Revenue collectionsmet the De-
cember estimate partly becausethe
state didn’t send $16.7 million in
promised aid paymentstocitiesand
counties.

That was part of the $48 million
Gov. Bill Graveswithheld fromlo-
cal local governments to help the
stateavoid abudget deficit on June
30. Cities and counties have asked
the Kansas Supreme Court to re-
lease the money.

Forecasters had predicted total

collections of $2 billionin thefirst
six months of the fiscal year that
began last July 1. Actual receipts
were about $22 million below that
figure, or 1.1 percent off the mark.

TheDecember figures* may rep-
resent alittle bit of aleveling out,”
said SenatePresident DaveKerr, but
hesaid hewashesitant to draw con-
clusions from one month’s collec-
tions.

“It at least providesalittle glim-
mer of hopefulness,” said Kerr, R-
Hutchinson.

State Budget Director Duane
Goossen said revenue collections
must meet expectations — and
makeup somelost groundfrompre-
vious months — just to prevent a
budget deficit on June 30.

“Meetingtherevenueprojections
for December does not take away
from the gravity of this situation,”
Goossen said.

Forecasters had predicted that
corporate income tax collections
would total $20 millionin Decem-
ber and about $45millionfrom July
through December.

Instead, corporations paid total
incometaxesof $5.7 millionin De-
cember and$24.4 millioninthefirst
six months of the budget year.



