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commentary

from other pens...

Legislators and budget
never-ending debate

TheHutchinson News on gover nment spending:

When legid atorsreturnto Topekalater thismonth, they will re-
new the never-ending debate about government spending.

Ononesideof thefence, they will hear theanti-tax crowd claim
that Kansas government has continued to grow despite a shrink-
ing private sector and meet with business |obbyists who contend
that restoring taxeswill stiflethe Kansas economy.

From the other side of the debate, they will listen to advocacy
groupsdescribethedeclinein servicesoffered toKansans-in-need

Before the robust debate resumes, however, perhaps lawmak-
ersshould consider aseries of reportsfrom the Center on Budget
andPolicy Prioritiesasasourceof detail ed, objectiveinformation.

In Kansas, state taxes amounted to 6.7 percent of personal in-
comein 1999, up only 0.1 percentage pointsfrom 6.6 percent of
personal incomein 1990. ...

Fourteen states, including K ansas, reduced general fund expen-
dituresfromfiscal 2001to02002. General fund expendituresinthe
Sunflower State declined 1.4 percent, from $4,429.6 millionin
2001 t04,363.8 millionin 2002.

Athirdreport, publishedinmid-November, detailshow total tax
revenuefor the 50 states|ast fiscal year decined $38 billion from
thepreviousyear. ...

Kansaslawmakersjoinedthetax-cut frenzy thoseyears. Thetax
ratechangesthey approved reduced staterevenueby $805million
last fiscal year, according to estimates compiled by the state bud-
get division, and aprojected $829.2 million thisyear.

Simple subtraction shows that restoring some of those taxes
would solve the state’s $600 milion budget crunch projected for
next fiscal year.

TheNewton Kansan on fresh approach tocrisis:

That tried-and-usually-true political adage— “to thevictor go
the spoils’ — may not hold quite as much water this year asthe
Kansas L egislature getsready to kick off the 2003 sessionin To-
peka.

After all, Kathleen Sebeliuswasthevictor. Shebeat aconserva-
tiveRepublican opponent andison her way tothegovernor’ sman-
sion at Cedar Crestin Topeka.

What she's going to inherit in Topeka, however, are not “the
spoils,” thefruitsof that victory, but abudgetincrisis, littleor no
money for her own new ideas and an electorate that isn't exactly
ecstatic about huge budget cuts that have decimated social pro-
gramsdesigned to help the most vulnerable.

Despite that, the newly elected governor will ... take her place
amongtheelitein Kansashistory. She' sthesecond womangover-
norinalittleover 10years, but many observersexpect moreof her
than Joan Finney, who brokethe glassceiling in 1990.

Unlikeher predecessor, Gov. Bill Graves, shewon't start herterm
withaneconomy that ishummingand revenuesthat often outpace
forecasts.

Graves firstfour or fiveyearsweremarked by astrong economy;,
booming stock market and overflowingtax coffers. Intheprocess,
the governor and the Kansas L egislature cut taxes by some $4.7
billion.

Whilejust about everything was coming up rosesin the 1990s,
today thethornsfar outnumber theflowers.

Wewishthenew governor thebest assheembarksonadifficult
journey. We' ve got one advantage here: she'sfresh, invigorated
by her victory and ready to tacklethe problemsalready loaded on
her plate.
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Rumblings of war disturb me

| don’tknow about you, but rumblingsof war
disturb me.

On Christmas day, my brother-in-law died.

In going through some of his papers, we
found apiecethat hewroteyearsago about his
naval unit landinginthe Philippines.

| offer it for contemplation:

“We sguinted through the murky rain of an
early dawn as we caught our first glimpse of
Cavite, lying 35milesfromManilaby land, 15
by sea. The bow of our ship moved slowly
through the half-light toward a dilapidated
dock beyond which Cavite cowered —trying
to rebuff curious stares by pulling closer its
ghostlike cloak of mist and vapor.

“Men shivered in the cold and wondered,
*City of refuge— or stronghold of death? As
though in answer, probing eyes discerned the
charred, skeletal remains of what had once
been much larger docks than the one the ship
now approached. A sense of foreboding si-
lenced even the whispers of those aboard the
small craft asit nosed gently against the pier.

lorna
gt

f ® commentary

“The rain almost ceased, and as visibility
improvedinthebright light of early morning,
thejagged scarsand ugly woundsof astricken
city were slowly unveiled. This once proud
symbol of civilizationlay inmocking ruins—
mutetestimony that menbuild or destroy with
equal skill.

“ Shattered debrislinedthemuddy, desolate
avenueleading away from thewharf, and the
vacant stare of paneless windows in the few
walls remaining upright seems almost hyp-
notic. All that wasleft of onebuilding, which
must have been magjesticinitsentirety, wasa
single partition thrust skyward in silent defi-
ance. Gaping shell holespockmarkeditsface.

Rubble littered the landscape as though scat-
tered by the violence of the city’sfinal death
throes.

“ A hundred yardsup the street stood ahuge
tree, a dejected sentry with bare branches
drooping earthward. Its garment of bark hao
beenrent by probing projectiles, leaving strips
of whiteflesh exposedtotheelements: another
victim of two conquering armies.

“The silence was broken then as rhythmic
feet crossing thewooden dock awakened ech-
oes of military cadence. Weary men sloshec
forward through ankle-deep puddl esof water.
A grizzled veteran shifted hisheavy pack and
spat astream of brown juiceacrosstheface of
aplacard by the wayside. The placard read
‘Welcome. Kilroy washere.”” (L.N. Hill)

Eachwar hasitsown humor | guess, but more
thanthat, destruction. And eachwar plantsthe
seeds of hatethat bringsthe next war.

When will the we all learn to treasure the
oneswelove, to valuethe oneswedon’t even
know and stop the sensel esshate and killing?

The world Is populated by lawyers

Theworldwelivein... ispopulated by law-
yers.

Take, for example, Sunshine Biscuit’s
Cheez-It cracker.

This venerable brand has been around for-
ever — the company claimsit has been mak-
ingthelittlecheddar squaressince 1921, nearly
82years.Andthey’ restill apretty good snack.

A coupleof yearsago, the company wanted
to jazz up the line. They started making all
kinds of specialty Cheez-Its, white cheddar,
garlic, party mix, you nameit.

Andthey hired someonetoredesignthebox.
Some smart kid in marketing, or at the adver-
tisingagency, cameupwiththeideaof acampy
little“ engineering diagram” for the crackers.

It labels the perforations along the edge as
the “no-slip grip.” “Helps you grab more
Cheez-Itsin every handful.”

Theholeinthemiddleisthe“air intake, im-
proves aerodynamics during periods of rapid
Cheez-It consumption.”

And the bumpy, lumpy surface is covered
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under “surface dynamics: bumpy, crispy,
crunchy, utterly satisfying.”

Cute, huh?

It was, too, until somebody showedittole-
gal.

Nothing gets done in the corporate world
unlessyou show ittolegal.

Andlegal was, apparently, not amused.

Someone might read the cutsie description
of thecracker and takeit serioudly.

The mind conjures up avision of Dave
Letterman’s Dumb Guy: “Hey, Bill, look at
this, wouldja, saysthesecrackerscanfly.”

Thencamethedisclaimers: Under thehead-
ing, “ Anatomy of aCheez-It,”

(butdon't believeit!)

And down below, intiny type,

“These qualities make Cheez-It fun, but do
not suggest any serious product performance
clams.”

Duh.

Heck, it makes more sense for McDonalds
to print awarning on their coffee cups:. “ Con-
tentsmay behot.”

McDonalds is kind of stubborn that way.
They didn’twant toturndowntheheat ontheir
coffee, evenafter they weresued, sothey added
awarningto the cups.

Personally, | think their coffeeisway too hot
todrink. But | cantell that without alabel.

Oh, back to the Cheez-It box. Somebody at
legal made them put another line on in tiny
type, by apictureof acracker inthe® anatomy”
section.

“Not actual size,” it says.

Nottrue. Thecrackersonthefront of thebox
aresmaller thanreal ones. Theoneinthedia-
gramisactual size.

But don’t believeit!

Don't stop, don't look, don't listen

It wasn't long ago, at least in geological
terms, when you could listento oneradio sta-
tion and hear a song by the Beatles followed
by a song by country star Roger Miller then
hear ahit by Frank Sinatra. Aninstrumental by
HerbAlbert andtheTijuanaBrassmight come
after aFour Topsrecord but bef oreaPeter, Paul
andMary folk song. Inan hour youmight hear
10 or 12 different types of music. Sure, there
were country stations and soul stations and
classical stations, but the big winners played
theTop 40 songsover and over.

Today’sradioistheopposite, with each sta-
tion playing one type of music all day long.
Rap, country, metal, classicrock, popandnoth-
ing else. Some stations get ridiculously spe-
cific. “At XY Z-100, we play the best hits of
1987 through 1992 and two songs from June
1994!1” “ At Attention Deficit Disorder 102,
you'll hear the best music of the mid-'60sto
1973!” The country stations play music by
people who grew up in big cities but pretend
they were raised on a poor dirt farm. When
theseguysarenot out golfingin Palm Springs
and skiing in Aspen, they’re singing about
picking cotton and spitting tobacco.

It’s not just radio. You can hardly find a
magazineonthenewsstandthat any two people
in the same household would both enjoy. In-
stead of something for everybody, there's
something for aimost nobody. Look at the
magazine rack in any grocery store and you
wonder which of your neighborsis buying
Garage Door Opener Aficionado, Surrogate
Father News, New Working Mother Woman,
Bowling Ball Collector, Taxidermy Today or
TeenLawyer. Thewifeisbuying Sophisticated
Living while the hushand is buying WWE
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SmackDown! Isthat Junior rifling through
Super Sadistic Videoswhile Muffy ispicking
up XtremePiercing?What doesthat family talk
about at dinner?

Asayoung kid | remember waiting for my
granddad to finish his Saturday Evening Post
so | could read it, too. What grandkid iswait-
ing for today’s grandparent to relinquish his
copy of RV Monthly so hecanreadit?

The greeting card companies are doing it,
too, making incredibly specific cards for the
most unlikely events. You cannow buy “ Happy
You Passed That Kidney Stone, from Your
Second Cousin, Bob.” cards, “Your Grand-
mother (mother’s side) is So Sorry You Got
Voted off * American Idol’!” cardsand “ From
Your Nephew Joe in the Navy — Heard You
Got the Cat Spayed!” cards.

Lastyear | gotaHappy Halloweencardfrom
normally normal Alicedowntheroad. Whatis
the etiquette here? Am | supposed to send her
oneback or send amental healthworker to her
home to check up on her? You might think,
“What aharmlessgesture, aHalloweencard.”
Buttrust me, that’show it starts. First, it’scards;
in10yearsthey’ll want usall toexchangeHal -
loween gifts.

But for your niche-marketing dollar, noth-
ing beats the cable television. Why spend a
million dollars a minute advertising on
“Friends’ when, for pennies, youcanrunyour

infomercial on* TheL eft-Handed Blond Bass
Fishing Awards.” Over and over and over
again.

They sell an awful lot of cleaning products
on these infomercials. And all of them brag
about how well they remove bloodstains. If
you' re cleaning up so much blood that you
need to buy two bottlesof thisstuff for $19.99,
| can’thel pbut wonder, whatisgoingonat your
house? M aybeyou should be calling adoctor,
not an 800 number. Or the police. Sureit re-
moves bloodstains, but what about those un-
sightly bullet holesinyour living roomwalls*
No problem. Buy Bullet Patch! One applica:
tionandyou' ll never know it wasthere! From
thewonderful folkswho brought you Organic
CitrusBlood Remover!

JimMullenistheauthor of “ It Takes A Ml-
lage Idiot: A Memoir of Life After the City”
(Smon and Schuster, 2001). He also contrib-
utesregularlyto Entertainment Weekly, where
hecanbereached at jim_mullen@ew.com

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages
and welcomes | etters from readers. L etters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.




