2 The Goodland Daily News / Monday, January 13, 2003

commentary

from other pens...

Two new portraits
for the Senate

Portraitsof Robert F. Wagner, an up-from-the-streetsNew York
City liberal, and Arthur Vandenberg, a Midwestern conservative
withaworld view, are being readied for display among thegiants
of theU.S. Senate.

Wagner and Vandenberg may no longer be widely familiar
names. Butintheeraof Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry Truman
they werethe stuff of headlines, policiesand hopesfor thefuture.

Vandenberg, a Michigan Republican and former journalist,
turned from prewar isolation to give his party an internationalist
outlook. Hehel ped build theunderpinningsof mutual security that
saw the United Statesthrough the Cold War.

Wagner, animmigrant janitor’ ssonwhoworehisPhi BetaK appa
key on agold watch chain, sponsored the 1935 law establishing
Social Security asthe nation’ssafety net for theelderly. Hewrote
theWagner Act, whichtransformed labor-management relations.

Their oil portraitswill occupy two round spaceshigh onthesouth
wall of thegilt and frescoed Senate Reception Room. They will fill
blanksleftfor history by theltalianartist Constantine Brumidi when
he decorated the newly expanded Capitol in the Civil War era.

Theywill joinaselect group of fivesenatorschosennearly 50years
ago by apanel headed by Sen. John F. Kennedy, D-Mass. The por-
traitsareto beunveiled during thecurrent Congress, probably in2004.

Wagner and VandenbergwerechosentojoinsuchfiguresasDaniel
Webster, Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun after consideration by
historiansand curators and the Senateleaders of both parties.

“Thegeneral publicisnot goingtoknow thesepeople, but they were
chosen because they are soimportant to the history of the U.S. Sen-
ateinthe 20th century,” said Diane Skvarla, curator of the Senate.

Skvarlasaid many think it woul d bebest toallow another 50years
to passheforesel ecting facesfor thefour round blanksremaining.

“Wagner wasa’ deseand dose’ typeof New Yorker and hecould
berough,” said DonaldA. Ritchie, the Senate’ sassociatehistorian.
“Hewas apoker-playing, backroom, deal -cutting politician who
wasthe epitome of the Eastern urban liberal .”

Vandenberg, former editor and publisher of the Grand Rapids
Herald, was an accomplished stem-winding orator. “Asaformer
newspaperman he knew the power of words,” Ritchiesaid.

A shy man, moreat easeinthecloakroomthan onthe Senatefloor,
Wagner knew the power of ideas.

Bornin1877, Wagner was9yearsoldwhen hisfamily emigrated
from Germany. Robert wasanewshoy and might never haverisen
much higher had hisbrothers not saved money to send himto the
City College of New York and thento New York Law School.

Elected to the Senate in 1926, Wagner quickly became known
as alegidative craftsman. After Roosevelt became president in
1933 heplayed acentral rolein passing New Deal |egislation.

Appointed asenator in 1928, Vandenberg became an €l oquent
voice for America's isolation from the dangerous turbulence of
world affairs, voting against the Selective Service Actin 1940.

After Pearl Harbor, “alot of hisisolationism sort of crumbled
away,” historian Ritchiesaid. “ Because he had been suchastrong
isolationist, his conversion was instrumental in bringing along
many othersin hisparty.”

After World War |1, Vandenberg backed the Truman Doctrine
resisting the spread of communism. Hissupport provided the key
to congressional support for the Marshall Planand NATO.

Soonthetwo senatorswill bearecogni zed part of Senatehistory.

“It showsthat today’ slawmakersdo havearemembranceof the
past, and that the past setsthe mold,” Ritchiesaid.

EDITOR SNOTE —Lawrence L. Knutsoniscompleting a 35-
year runreporting on Congress, theWhiteHouseand Washington’s
history, and a 37-year career at The Associated Press.
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KataciaWilliamsis a 23-year-old college
graduate who writes and edits marketing re-
portsin AnnArbor, Mich. Sheisalso Faith, a
beautiful and outgoing waitress, whowill one
day beaglamorous moviestar.

Williams knows Faith’s future because she
created Faithin TheSimsvideogameand con-
trolsalmost everything about Faith’slife, from
when sheusesthebathroomtowhat col or tank
top she wears to the gym. She decides who
Faithwill marry and how many childrenshe'll
haveandwhether her kitchen countertopswill
beltaliantile or Formica.

“My boyfriend tellsme like the game be-
cause | can control people,” Williams says of
thegame. “| think he’sright. You can’t control
your own life, but here are these little people
onascreen and you canmaketheir liveswhat-
everyoulike.”

There are no targets to hit or enemies to
thwartinTheSims. Thereisnoscore, andthus
nowinnersorlosers. Yousimply liveyour life
inall itsstrangely compelling mundanity.

Since itsintroduction two years ago, The
Sims (a spin-off of the surprisingly popular
SimCity, whichfirst cameoutin1989) hassold
more than 8 million units, making it the best-
selling PCvideo gameof all time. Surf the net
andyou' Il find about 1,000 Web sitesdevoted
tothegame. Now thereisanonlineversionin
whichaplayer’scharacter interactswith char-
acters created and controlled by other real
people.

\\\\\\\\\

® commentary

What isthesecret tothegame’ sphenomenal
popularity?Why arechildrenand adultsalike
drawntoagamethat hasnoexplicit objective?

Forbesmagazinesuggestsitis“ aprosthetic
for ourimaginations.” Wecanrecapturesome
dliver of thefreedomwefelt askidsin pretend-
ing to be Patty Duke, or Little Joein “Bo-
nanza,” whenwestill thought we could grow
uptobewhatever wewanted. Inthegame, we
can be professors or femmefatales, bikersor
debutantes, trying on alter egos without our
friendsandfamiliesthinkingwe vegonenuts.
We can appoint our homeswiththequiltsand
pine sideboards our real-life husbands think
are too precious. We can flirt shamelesdly at
dinner parties and, if rebuffed, create a new
party with more devilish guests.

Imagination surely isacrucial piece. But |
think Williams captured the stronger attrac-
tion: control. We can construct areality that
reflectsthenarrativewewant. Moreprecisely,
we can construct aseries of realitiesuntil the
narrative unfoldstheway wewant.

| liketoimaginetherealready isaSimsgame
for government and that folks in the White
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House are playing late into the night creating
characters (dictators with hairbrush mus
taches, forinstance) and puttingtheminsitua
tions (fending off invasions, for example) tc
seewhat happens.

PamelaM cCorduck, co-author of “ The Fu-
tures of Women: Scenarios of the 21st Cen-
tury” (Warner Books, 1997), remembers sit-
ting with agroup of fellow futuristsat the be
ginning of thefirst Persian Gulf War and con:
sidering various scenarios of what could hap:
pen next.

“Wefetwecouldbeready foranything,” she
said,“ simply becausewehadthought aboutit.”

Yet, shefoundthat government oftenfail st
go through the same exercises.

“Youthinkthey’ rethinkingfiveor six move:
ahead, likeinachessgame,” shesaid, “only tc
find out after the fact — in Vietnam, for ex-
ample— that they wereflying by the seats of
their pantsall theway.”

The few critics of The Simsworry that ar-
dent playerswill blur thelinebetweenwhat i
real and what they would like to bereal. The
criticsworry that soon we might havetofilte
information from people by asking, “Isit real
—or TheSims?’

| imagine, asthisyear unfolds, it will prove
anincreasingly useful question of our govern:
ment aswell.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Fran:
cisco Chronicle. Send commentsto her e-mail
at joanryan@sfchronicle.com.

A cheapskate? Who? Me?

Some peopl e think the word cheapskateis
aninsult. Not me. | enjoy being called acheap-
skate. It reminds me that I’ m not what | used
to be: acredit-card junkie. Therewasatimel
used plastictofill thegap between my pathetic
incomeandthelifel sorichly deserved.

When my six-figure bridge collapsed (yes,
it was more than $100,000 in non-mortgage
debt) | had two choices: change my ways or
lose everything. Knowing | wouldn’t do well
with the latter, | opted for change. | could fill
several bookswithall that happened and what
I’velearned (and | have), but I'll cut to the
chase. My husband and | didn’t go bankrupt:
we paid back every penny and lived to tell the
tale. Yeah, you can call me a cheapskate any
day and I’'ll takeit asacompliment.

So, you may be thinking, “How did she do
that?” | stopped spending every penny | had
andall wehopedtohave. Bottomline: | learned
how toliveonlessthan ourincome. A lot less.
Thestepsaresimple:

1. Reininyour brain. You have to stop be-
lieving you are entitled to haveit all now and
then pay, and pay, and pay for itlater. Thetruth
isyou can’t haveiit all, but you can have
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enough.

2. Embracefrugality. | wasrepulsed by the
worduntil | understoodit. Frugality isjust do-
ing whatever it takes to spend less than you
earn. What a novel concept. Frugal doesn’t
mean tacky, frumpy or stingy. Thetruthiswe
cheapskates actually fix stuff instead of run-
ning out to buy new stuff. Another novel con-
cept. We figure out how to use this for that
whenthat costsmorethanthis. Wedrivepaid-
for cars, we challenge everything and ask if
there’' sabetter way. Here' sanexample: | used
toget my hair cut every four weeks. Thenl fig-
ured howtostretchthat tosix. That’ sfour-and-
a-half fewer haircutsayear, which translates
to, well, you do the math. Apply thiskind of
thinkingtoall areasof spendingandjustwatch
thedramaticresults. Beingacheapskateisless
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embarrassing than you'd think (unless you
count that half-haircut, ha-ha!).

3. Never pay retail. As cliched as that may
sound, it's a principle to hang onto. With sc
many discount stores and America'sgigantic
online garage sale (also known as eBay.com
and half.com) youmay never pay retail again.
Andhow about that food?L et metell you, | was
amajor coupon-snob until | learned how tc
make those suckerswork for me. Now | save
about 60 percent off my grocery hill every
week. | swallowed my pride and learned how
todoitright. That'sgoing to beoneentirecol-
umninthe near future, you can count onit.

I couldgoonandon, but I'll closewiththis:
If you begin to apply even afew of the tips
you'll read every day youwill end upwith ex-
tracash. Youjust might want to open that sav-
ingsaccount now so you'll beall ready to go.

MaryHuntisthecreator of* TheCheapskate
Monthly Newsletter” (www.cheapskate-
monthly.com) and the author of 12 books, in-
cluding “ Debt-Proof Living,” “ Tiptionary,”
“ CheapskateGourmet” and“ TheFinancially
Confident Woman.” You can e-mail her at
cheapskate@unitedmedia.com.
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