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|_egislative session starts on state budget crisis

TOPEKA (AP) — Legislators
began their session Monday with
the unenviabletask of finding aso-
lutiontothestate’ scontinuing bud-
getcrisis.

Besides closing a projected $1
billionrevenuegapover thenext 18
months, legislators said they want
to complete their work more
quickly thanin 2002, whentheses-
sion lasted arecord 107 days.

Inthe Senate, signsof dissension
within Republicanranksshowedin
anunusual 30-9votethat made John
Vratil, R-Leawood, vice president
over Stan Clark, R-Oakley.

Typically, leadership votes

aren’t recorded — or contested.

The chambers' |eadersrecalled
the spirit of the state’s pioneers,
seeking courageandwisdomfor the
challenge of balancing the state
budget.

Their key themewasrevitalizing
the economy while protecting ser-
vicesfor vulnerable Kansans.

“Our state stands at a cross-
roads,” said House Speaker Doug
Mays. “Its people are restless, and
they demand and deserve from us,
their elected representatives, our
very best efforts.”

Mays, R-Topeka, encouragedthe
125-member Housetodoitshome-

work and set asidepartisan politics,
adding, “We can’t run from our
problems.”

House Minority Leader Dennis
McKinney, D-Greensburg, said
Democrats had a responsibility to
generateideasfor solvingthestate's
WOeS.

Hesaid observersshouldnot con-
fuse debatewith alack of coopera-
tion.

“It's part of the processto reach
aconsensus,” McKinney said.

Maysand M cKinney agreed that
thebudget crisisgiveslegisatorsan
opportunity to evaluate every pro-
gram and what Kansans expect

from state government.

Two dynamics that helped
shaped the 2002 session are absent
thisyear.

Legislators are not facing elec-
tion, and redistricting is out of the
way until after the 2010 census.

“We'renot al starting off angry,”
McKinney said.

Thesurprisematter of theleader-
shipvoteinthe Senatewastouched
off when Sen. Tim Huelskamp, R-
Fowler, aconservative, nominated
Clark asthe chamber’s vice presi-
dent.

Senate Republicanshad met last
monthand chosenVratil ona16-14

vote to replace Sandy Praeger, R-
Lawrence, who was elected insur-
ance commissioner.

Such pre-session leadership de-
cisions, no matter how close the
vote, traditionally are ratified qui-
etly when the full chamber con-
venes.

Huel skamp nominated Clark on
Monday because, hesaidlater, “We
need alittle more balance in lead-
ership. Just having themoderate or
left wing of the party is not bal-
anced.”

Senate President Dave Kerr, R-
Hutchinson, said of the vote: “I
think all they accomplished wasto

delay thingsand be somewhat dis-
ruptive, but sometimes that’s the
goal.”

Two new senators were sworn.
Mark Buhler, R-Lawrence, re-
placesPraeger, and Bill Bunten, R-
Topeka, fillsthevacancy created by
LynnJenkins electionasstatetrea-
surer.

TheHousehas29 new members,
although two — Tom Sawyer, D-
Wichita, and Jim Yonally, R-Over-
land Park — have served in the
chamber before, and Rep. Jim
Ward, D-Wichita, isaformer sena-
tor.

Navy rapidly builds up firepower in Gulf region

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Pentagon, preparing for possible
war in Irag, isdispatching an enor-
mousarray of naval combat power
to the Persian Gulf region, includ-
ing two seven-ship armadas carry-
ing thousands of Marines.

TheNavy alsoisprepared to put
as many as six aircraft carriers
within striking distance of Irag.
Twoalready areinposition, twoare
prepared to sprint to theregion and
two aregearing up for possiblede-
ployment.

The latest naval movements are
part of abroader buildupof U.S. air,
land and sea power in the gulf re-
gion as President Bush contem-
plates whether to use force to dis-
arm lrag. Administration officials
hope the size of the buildup alone
will add to the pressure on Iragi
President Saddam Hussein to give
up chemical and biological weap-
onsthat U.S. officialssay heishid-
ing but that Saddam insists do not

exist.

Despite the movements of ships
and personnel, the White House
spokesman denied on Monday that
Bush has an “artificial timetable”
that would trigger hostilities.

Askedwhether thepresident was
willing to wait a year, which U.N.
weapons inspectors said Monday
might be necessary for adefinitive
readingon|rag’ sarmory, presiden-
tial spokesman Ari Fleischer said:
“Thepresident hasnot put any type
of artificial timetable on how long
he believes it’s necessary for
Saddam Hussein to prove to the
world that he’sgoing to comply.”

Also on Monday, officials dis-
closedthat theNavy ispreparingto
deploy asearly asthisweek aseven-
ship armada with 6,000 to 7,000
Marines from California. The am-
phibious force would mirror a
seven-ship deployment of about
7,000 MarinesfromtheEast Coast,
which headed out over the week-

end, theofficialssaid.

Together the task forces will
present Gen. Tommy Franks, the
Central Command commander,
who would run awar against Iraq,
with the option of amphibious as-
saults from the northern Persian
Gulf,theofficialssaid. Marinesalso
couldgoashoreinKuwaittobepart
of an Army-led land attack into
southern lrag.

Trained to operatein austere en-
vironments, theMarinesal so could
move by helicopter into Iraq from
their shipsin the Gulf or from Ku-
wait to establish forward bases, as
they did in southern Afghanistan
early inthat 2001 war.

About 60,000 U.S. troops cur-
rently are in the Gulf region, and
Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld signed ordersin recent
daysfor an additional 67,000to go
there over the next few weeks.
Eventually thesizeof theU.S.force
arrayed against Iraq could reach

250,000.

Even though the White House
saysBush hasnot yet decidedtoat-
tack, therapid paceof troop deploy-
ments has convinced many that a
U.S.-led invasion could be only
weeks away. Central Command is
sending much of itsbattle staff toa
command post in Qatar, where
Frankswould direct awar, and of -
ficialshavesaidthepostislikely to
be ready for operations by the end
of thismonth.

The top Democrat on the House
Armed Services Committee said
Monday he believeswar with Iraq
isinevitable.

“I"mconvincedthat thepresident
isgoingtogointhereoneway or the
other,” Rep. Ike Skelton of Missouri
saidinaninterview with TheAsso-
ciated Press.

The vessels pegged for move-
ment with Marines from the West
Coast are the amphibious assault
shipsUSSBonhommeRichardand

Raytheon settles government allegations

WICHITA (AP) — Raytheon
Aircraft Co. haspaid $3.99 million
to settle allegations it incorrectly
billed the cost of itsliability insur-
anceto the Department of Defense
from 1988 to 1999, U.S. Attorney
Eric Melgren announced Monday.

The Department of Defense, as
part of its contract, had agreed to
pay Raytheon part of itscost of air-
craft product liability insurance.
Aircraft manufacturers carry the
insuranceasprotectionintheevent

they are sued, for example, asare-
sult of one of their aircraft being
involvedinacrash.

The United States contends that
between 1988 and 1999 Raytheon
billed the defense department for
the insurance using an allocation
method notincompliancewithcost
accounting standards, resulting in
higher charges to the defense de-
partment.

Raytheon changed the practice
onJan. 1, 2000.
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The settlement did not include
anadmissionof liability, Melgren
said.

In abrief statement, Raytheon
Aircraft denied any wrongdoing.

“In December, Raytheon Air-
craft agreed to a settlement with
the United States government
without anadmissionof liability to
avoid long and costly litigation,”
said Raytheon spokesman Tim
Travis.

Thesettlement comesafter al5-
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month investigation by the Affir-
mative Civil Enforcement Unit of
the U.S. Attorney’s Officein Kan-
sas, the Department of Defense,
Defense Contract Audit Agency
andtheOfficeof Inspector General .

“Thissettlement reflectsthecon-
tinued commitment of the United
StatesAttorney’sOfficeininvesti-
gatingand pursuing any allegations
of violations of the Federal False
Claims Act,” Melgren said in a
newsrelease.
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USSBoxer; theUSSClevelandand
USS Dubugue, amphibious trans-
port dock ships that carry troops,
vehiclesand cargo; and three dock
landing shipsthat carry troopsand
amphibiouscraftlikeair-cushioned
troop transports — the USS
Comstock, theUSSAnchorageand
the USS Pearl Harbor.

All sevenarebased at San Diego.
TheMarinesthey will transport are
based at Camp Pendleton, just north
of that Southern Californiacity.

A separate deployment of Ma-
rinesaboard Navy ships, led by the
amphibious assault ship USS
Tarawa, left San Diego on Jan. 6.
That group, with about 2,200 Ma-
rinesfromthe15th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit,isonaregularly sched-
uledcruise. A similar-sizedunitled
by the USS Nassau and carrying
Marinesfrom the 24th Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit has been off the
coast of Yemen for weeks.

The Navy’s other major forces

within striking distance of Irag are
thebattlegroupsof thecarriersUSS
Constellation in the Persian Gulf
andtheUSSHarry S. Trumaninthe
Mediterranean Sea.

The carrier USS Abraham Lin-
coln, whichwasto havereturnedtc
itshomeport at Everett, Wash., this
month, isbeing kept intheWestern
Pacific, currently at Perth, Austra-
lia, in caseit is needed back in the
Persian Gulf. Similarly, the USS
George Washington, which re-
turned home to Norfolk, Va., just
beforeChristmas, hasbeentoldthat
it should be prepared to head back
to seaon short notice.

Thecarrier USSCarl Vinson | eft
itshome port at Bremerton, Wash.,
on Monday for atraining exercise
inthe Pacific that could turninto &
deployment for war. The Norfolk-
based carrier USS Theodore
Roosevelt, whichreturned fromits
most recent deployment in March
2002.

TOPEKA (AP) — Burlington
Northern and Santa Fe Railway
Monday eliminated hundreds of
jobs at the railroad’s mainte-
nance shops in Topeka and
Burlington, lowa.

Therailroad cited alack of lo-
comotive repair work when it
announced the elimination of
248 of the 388 jobs at its
Burlington shops and 64 of the

Railroad lays off workers

367 jobsin Topeka.

Thecutscameasthe company
studied apossible consolidation
of its shops in Topeka or
Burlington. That won't be done
until later this year, spokesman
Steve Forsberg said.

Forsberg said Topeka fared
better than Burlington because
Topeka works on DC powered
locomotives.
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