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Public asks questions on plans at trash forum
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tion system.

Attheend of themeeting, theau-
dience was asked to raise their
handsinastraw poll to seewhowas
in favor of the county taking over
the collection. Twenty-six people
indicated their support for the
county while at least two vocally
said they thought the city should
keepthesystem. About sevenraised
their handssayingthey did not want
the county to take over the system.
Theothersdid notindicateanopin-
ionon either side.

City Manager Ron Pickman said
the Colorado company, U.S. Waste
Industries of Colorado Springs,
planstomakeaformal presentation
tothecity commissiononMonday,
Feb. 3.

One main question was, “what
will bethecost if thetrash goesout
of state, and what about those on
fixed incomes?’

Garciasaid the primary mission

wasto keepthecostsaslow aspos-
sible.

City Commissioner CurtisHurd
said that without seeing the pro-
posal from U.S. Waste, it was hard
to know what the costs may be.

“Nothingisfirm,” hesaid. “Nei-
ther commissionhasvotedonthis.”

A questionwasasked about “ why
the city wants out of the collection
business?’

Danielssaid onereason wasthat
they felt they were spending too
muchtimeonthetrashandthat get-
ting outwould givethemmoretime
and money to handleother needsof
thecity, including the streets.

Garciasaidacounty requirement
for sorting trash question was one
of theissueswith the city, and that
it would make things smoother to
have the system under one agency
throughthecounty, whichasoruns
thelandfill.

Pickman said the systemisat a
break-even basis now. To keep the
costsaslow aspossible, andtoim-

prove the service, having the
county handle the collections
would be best.

City Commissioner Rick
Billinger said that the collection
system was not showing a profit,
and that if the county takesover all
thecosts, thereappearedtobeaplus
financially.

City Commissioner DeanBlume
said hefelt the city had been putin
the middle between the county
regulationsandthecitizens. Hesaid
the problems at the landfill, where
the city employees were told they
could not unload because of con-
taminationintheloads, pointed out
the problem.

“Costs are not the whole ques-
tion,” Blumesaid.

A questionwasasked about why
the proposal said the county would
pay the city $1.25 per month per
customer for billing and mailing.

Pickman said the city staff had
looked at the costs over the past
three years and found it spent
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But ConnieMorris, aSt. FrancisRepublican, said
at her first meeting since being elected that fund-
ing education for immigrants was an issue for her
western Kansas constituents and she would be vo-

Four people spoke Tuesday at the board’'s
monthly meeting, directing their criticismat Mor-

“Wecan't afford tobeknown astheTrent L ott of
the50states,” said John Martellaro, executiveboard
member of the Kansas Families United for Public

Lott isthe former U.S. Senate majority leader
fromMississippi whoresigned from hisleadership

Morris under fire for iImmigrant stance

TOPEKA (AP) — A newly elected State Board
of Education member didn’t have to wait long be-
foredrawing sharp criticism for her view the state
should not educate the children of illegal immi-

prospects.

in campaign.

unconstitutional.

post after making remarkssomeinterpreted asasup-
porting segregation.
Martellarosaidtheboard'sdecisionin 1999tode-
emphasi zetheteaching of evol ution, later rescinded,
brought international ridiculeon Kansasand cost the
stateunknowndollarsinlost economicdevel opment

“Beingthebutt of jokesontheJay L enoand David
L etterman showswasn’t funny,” Martellaro said.

Morris defeated board Chairman Sonny Rundell
of Syracusein aRepublican primary inAugust, and
againin November, when Rundell mounted awrite-

Critics have said her proposal on immigrantsis

Todeny those children accessto educationwould
invitelawsuitsat atimewhen, Martellaro said, “we
simply cannot afford to waste that kind of money
pandering to extremeright-wing ideol ogy.”

Split board struggles to organize

TOPEKA (AP) — The state
Board of Education tried Tuesday
to chart a course for the next two
years, only to discover it again is
stuck in place by an ideological
split.

After repeatedfailures, theboard
ended thefirst of two daysof meet-
ings without electing a new chair-
man, spitting several votesonvary-
ing options.

They mostly included either
electing board member Janet
Waugh, a Democrat from Kansas
City, Kan., or splittingthetwo-year
termintoapair of one-year appoint-
ments.

The board's chairman and vice
chairman are normally elected for
atwo-year term and set the 10-
member board’sagenda.

No nominationfor Waugh or any
compromise plan received more
than five votes. Board action re-
quiressix.

Waugh was vice chairwomanin
2001-02. Theboardwill continueto
put the selection of achairman on
its agenda each month until theis-
sueisresolved.

Following November’s el ec-
tions, theboardissplitbetweenfive
membersidentified asconservative
Republicans and a coalition of

Democrats and moderate Republi-
cans.

During the meetings this week,
the coalition of Democrats and
moderate Republicans generally
supported Waugh and refused to
support the split-term proposal or
offer acompromise. The block is
made up of Waugh, Sue Gambl e of
Shawnee, Carol Rupe of Wichita,
Bill Wagnon of Topeka and Bruce
Wyatt of Salina. Board member
John Bacon, an Olathe conserva-
tive, said electing a chairman who
represented only moderate views
was inappropriate and would mis-
represent theboard’ sviews

Principals give reports on schools
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School on Feb. 7 and 8 and for two
weekendsinMarch.

« Spanishisanticipatedtostartin
six weeksfor the Central building.

* Gregory invited board members
toattendthesoup supper whichwas
held on Tuesday night at theschool.
Performances by students were
held throughout the evening.

North Elementary School - Steve
Raymer

* Raymerwhoisworkingasprin-
cipal for Northaswell astheathletic
director of the high school said that
his double-duty is keeping him
busy. He announced the Regional
Wrestling Tournament will beheld
Feb. 21-22 in Goodland and plans
arebeing worked on for the event.

West Elementary School - Gerald
Burkett

* Thefirst annual talent contest
was held recently at the school
Burkett said it was successful and
would be something to encourage
talentsandinterestsof thestudents.

Grant Junior High - Jim Mull

« TrainingonthePalm Pil ot hand-
held planners started Tuesday. On
Tuesday studentsstartedtrainingin
math class and continued training
onWednesday in scienceclass.

» Tuesday coachesfromthehigh
school talked to the student body
about weight training, discipline
and maintaining grades. Mull said
hefelt thiswasagood coordination
betweentheschoolsandgoodinfor-
mation for thejunior high students
to hear.

Goodland High School - Harvey
Swager

» Swager told the board how
thankful he was of the faculty and
staff who handled businesswhilehe
wasill.

» Seminar classes at the high
school are in the process of being
changed around to help focus stu-
dents on special skills for the up-
coming assessment tests. He said
freshmenwould befocusing onsci-
ence, sophomoresonmathandjun-
iorson English.

» Before Christmas break,
Swager said a questionnaire was
sent out to parentsaskingif they felt
it would be beneficial for students
toberequiredtowear uniforms. Of
thereturned questionnaires, hesaid
two thirdswere not interested.

Congratulations
Dr. Sid Unruh!!

The staff of Unruh Family Chiropractic, Britany, Courtney and Colleen,

would like to congratulate
Dr. Sid A. Unruh, on his recent completion of the *
Degree. Dr. Unruh obtained the postgraduate designation by the American Chiropractic Board of
Sports Physicians. Dr. Unruh has spent one weekend per month, for the last year in Denver
where he was attending classes for the CCSP degree. The CCSP degree requires the doctor to
attend a minimum of 100 hours of a 120 hour postgraduate program. The instruction is specific to
physical fitness and the evaluation and treatment of injuries encountered in sports. Following the
completion of these hours, the doctor must then take and successfully pass a comprehensive
written examination. Dr. Unruh finished at the top of his class and we are very proud of him! Dr.
Unruh is the only Certified Chiropractic Sports Physician in Northwest Kansas! This new
training will aid Dr. Unruh in the prevention and treatment of athletic injuries by enhancing his
diagnostic skills and patient care. Dr. Unruh can help with more than just neck and back pain. He
can treat many other ailments not limited to: shoulder pain, elbow, wrist, knee pain, heel spurs

and of course, SPORTS INJURIES.

If you need an appointment with Dr. Unruh, please call 785-899-2225
His office is located at 1109 Main in Goodland.

‘Certified Chiropractic Sports Physician”

> 5 P

$36,000 per year for the billing,
which divided by the number of
customerscomesout to $1.25.

Danielssaid the proposal wasto
leaveeverythinginplaceasitisnow
with thebilling in an effort to keep
thepriceat the current $13.25.

Another question was whether
city employees would lose their
jobswith the county proposal.

County Commissioner Kevin
Rasure said the plan isto give the
city employeesfirst option to stay
withthejob or to consider adiffer-
ent position withthecity.

There was a comment from one
person that it could be cheaper to
haul thecity and county trashtothe
landfill at Garden City which was
used until the county opened it’'s
new landfill.

Daniels said this remains as an
option, but the county plans to
maintain the new landfill south of
town.

Billinger said he thought this
should belooked at because hefelt

thesortingruleraisedthecost above
what it might cost to haul to Garden
City.

“It islike the city power plant,”
Billinger said. “Wearenot generat-
ing power therebecausewecanbuy
it cheaper from outside, but if the
Cost rai ses, wecan produceour own
power. Itisour aceinthehole, and
the same could be said for the
county landfill.

Daniels said he felt the sorting
problem beganwiththecustomers.

“1 believethepeoplehaven’t un-
derstood the need to separate the
trash,” hesaid.

Questions about insurance costs
tothe county and anew building to
house the trucks was answered by
Rasure.

“There is no separate cost for a
new building in the budget, but
based onthefigures, thereshouldbe
enough to cover this,” he said. “It
pencils out. The insurance costs
have been addressed and areinthe
budget.

“This cannot be subsidized by
county taxes. It hasto befunded by
user feesonly. By statelaw, wecan-
not useany property tax for thisser-
vice.”

A question was raised about in-
creasing recycling to reduce the
amount of trash.

Pickman said it was the goal of
both the county and city to expand
thisprogram.

“We want to keep working on
this, especially the cardboard, be-
causethismakesit easier to handle
thetrash, and there might be away
to get some money back.”

Rasure said that recycling can
grow under the city and county
plan. At the end of the forum, sev-
eral people said they knew more
than when they came, and hopec
that thecity and county would con-
tinueto work together.

The county commissioners said
during their meeting today they
wouldfinalizetheir proposal at the
next meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 21.

Budget questions arise

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — Some Republicans
believe Gov. Kathleen Sebelius
won't be able to present a budget
that protects public schools while
neither raising taxes nor hurting
other public services.

Some Democrats suspect GOP
legislatorsarehoping thenew gov-
ernor falls into a budget trap.
Sebelius, aDemocrat, will present
her budget tonight for thefiscal year
that beginsJuly 1.

Shehad said during her campaign
she would not cut state aid to pub-
lic schools and would not propose
ataxincrease.

“Therewasskepticismduringthe
campaignthat thepromisesequaled
the budget numbers,” Sen. Derek
Schmidt, R-Independence, said
Tuesday.

“We didn't set the expectations.
We're just waiting to see whether
they’ remet.”

Sen. ChristineDowney, D-New-
ton, said some Republicans are
“gathering chairs and popcorn to
watch” Sebeliusstumble,

“I’m not sureit’sagood attitude
toset atrap and then seeif shefalls
intoit,” Downey said.

Sebelius and the Republican-
controlled Legislature must deal
with a gap between expected rev-
enues and spending commitments
that could exceed$1billionoverthe
next 18 months.

Aid to public schools consumes
52 percent of thestate’ sgeneral tax
dollars, more than $2.3 billion un-
der the current budget.

Republicans said Tuesday pro-
tecting elementary and secondary
education without higher taxes
wouldforcedeep cutsinhigher edu-
cation and social services.

“Everything is really question-
able,” said Rep. BrendaL andwehr,
R-Wichita

“I think shemadeamistakeleav-
ing onegroup off thetable.”

By law, Sebeliusmust proposea
budget that usesonly existingfinan-
cial resources.

Last year, Republican Gov. Bill
Graves presented a budget that re-
quired deep cutsin programs, then
disavowed the plan and pushed for

higher taxes.

House Speaker Doug Mays, R-
Topeka, said GOPlegislatorsdon'’t
want Sebeliusto do the same.

“1f shepullsit off by decimating
socia services, she’sgoing to have
more problemswith her own party
thanwith ours,” he added.

But some Democrats don’t ex-
pect that the budget plan that
Sebelius proposes Wednesday will
reflect her actual intentions.

Onetactic, said Rep. L. Candy
Ruff, D-Leavenworth, isto present
an unacceptabl e budget plan anc
“let peopleseewhat you havewhen
you don't haveatax increase.”

In other legislative activity:

— House Taxation Committee
Chairman John Edmonds said his
panel will consider proposals to
eliminate salestax exemptions.

— Sen. Ed Pugh, R-Wamego,
apologized publicly to his col-
leaguesover hisarrest for drunken
drivingon Jan. 3.

— Rep. Bob Tomlinson, R-
Roeland Park, resigned from the
House to become assistant insur-
ance commissioner.

British police officer slain during raid
around the world

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

LONDON — Police questioned
three North African men today af -
ter an officer was slain during an
anti-terrorismraid linked tothere-
cent discovery of thedeadly poison
ricinin London.

The men were arrested during
Tuesday’s swoop in the northern
city of Manchester during which
detective constabl e Stephen Oake,
40, wasfatally stabbed in the chest
and two othersinjured by the sus-
pect withtheknife. Policesaidthey
foundno* dangerousmaterial” dur-
ingtheraidby theunarmed officers.

Manchester Police were ques-

s :

For The st Centwry

of Oberlin,

tioning oneof thethree North Afri-
can men as part of amurder inves-
tigation and were to hand another
over to immigration authorities.
London’sMetropolitan Policewere
guestioning another for the Jan. 5
discovery of ricininanorthLondon
apartment.

All three men, who are aged 23,
27 and 29, were being held under
anti-terrorismlaws, London’sMet-
ropolitan Police said.

Prime Minister Tony Blair de-
scribed the stabbing as“ an appall-
ing tragedy and wicked in the ex-

in partnership with MARKET DATA, INC.

is announcing the following
RISK MANAGEMENT meeting dates and locations:

KS

These FREE informational meetings will cover:

1. Steps for managing risk and marketing success.

2. Information on various FCIC crop insurance products
available and an analysis tool for helping to evaluate the
various coverages and policies.

3. A STEP by STEP process which assists producers in
preparing a risk management plan that should help
minimize their production risk while incorporating the
NEW FARM BILL into a marketing plan.

All meetings will start at 2:00 C.S.T. unless otherwise noted and will last
around one and one-half hours followed by a question and answer session.

Wednesday, January 15th at the Gateway building located at the junctions
of Highways 36 and 83 in Oberlin, Kansas.

Wednesday, January 22nd at the Buffalo Inn meeting room (west of the
motel) located on West Highway 24 in Goodland, Kansas at 1:30 M.S.T.

Wednesday, January 29th at the Red Willow County Community Building
meeting room located at the fairgrounds in McCook, Nebraska.

For more information on these meetings or to request copies of the information to be presented, you may
call us at 1-800-867-8289 or visit our website at www.marketdatainc.com and click on the USDA/RMA tab

Please plan to attend these free informational meetings

No RSVP is required however, your reservation would help us with our preparations

treme,” and the killing dominatec
news headlines.

Policeal sosaidaninquiry would
belaunchedintothehandling of the
raid by theunarmed officersduring
whichoneof thesuspectsbrokefree
after it began and stabbed three po-
licemen.

NATIONAL

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Genera
Electric Co. workers, who say the
corporategiant haspushedthemtoc
far, manned picket lines today or
thefinal day of their two-day strike
over anincreasein health care.




