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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Holding the session
to the 60 day limit

After last year’s marathon disaster in Topeka, there’ll beared
movement thisyear to cut the L egislature back to just 60 days.

Some people will say that’s not enough time, but wethink it's
morethanthe House and Senaterequireto get donewhat’simpor-
tant.

Andwhat isn’'t important probably shouldn’t get done.

Last year, the L egislature put in morethan aweek of overtime.
With the clock running on their salaries and expenses, that cost
thousands. Sincethe stateis broke, we certainly can't afford any
extralegidating.

That meansjust cutting the sessionisn’t enough. The members
abusedthecurrent 90-day limitlastyear, andthey’ dbejust aslikely
to overrun 60 next year.

We also need to eliminate any extrapay or expense money for
members. If they stay past the deadline, they’d be on their own
nickel.

We bet that won't happen too often.

Only if the governor calls a specia session to clean up some
unfinished business should there be any extra pay, the members
would haveto appropriatethe money.

Somebody isgoingtosay that theL egidatureisn’tgoingtohave
timeto get anything donein 60 days, but that’s just so much BS.
Last year, and every year, the members spent thefirst two months
posturinganddidn’t get aroundtoany seriousbusinessuntil March.
That'stheway it usually works.

Membersaresupposedtobecitizen-legislators, andit’snot good
for them to bein Topekatoo long. They get to feeling important.
They are, but they shouldn’t act like they know it.

In60days, theL egislaturecandoeverythingitdidlast year,and
if thememberswork at it, they might beableto balancethestate's
budget.

WEe' renot saying it’sgoing to be an easy year. The statefacesa
budget gap nearing abillion dollars. Everyone has promised not
toincreasetaxesand not to cut education, so therewon’t be many
decisionsto make.

Cut the posturing and the squabbling with the governor, and
they’ll behomeinnotime. Andwe' |l only havetoread aboutitfor
two monthsinstead of four.

The change might save the state alittle money, too, what with
expensesand heatingthebigchambers. Butthat’snot thereal point.

Asvotersandtaxpayers, wewant theL egislatureto get itswork
doneandgohome. Wedon’t need thedelaysand carping that have
marred recent sessions.

So go ahead, cut the session. But do it right, and take away the
automatic overtimefor long sessions.

That'swhat we need in Topeka. Less bluster and debate, more
common-sense solutions. — Steve Haynes
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Fun window sh

The National Newspaper Association
moved its officesfrom the District of Colum-
biatotheCity of Columbialast year, and| like
it alot better.

If themeeting that Steveneeded togotolast
week had been in Washington, | would have
stayed home. It's just too expensive to fly to
Washington for ameeting I’ m not even going
to attend.

Columbia, Mo., is another story. The only
extracost wasmy food — or so Stevefigured.
Silly boy.

The hotel roomwasadouble. It didn’t cost
any more gasto get both of usthere, and | had
to eat anyway and if he were out of town, I'd
probably eat out.

| encouraged Steveto think about all this.

| never used the word “shopping” until we
got there.

Now, you havetorealizel don't mean clothes
shopping. | don’t really liketo go clothes shop-
ping,and| seenoreasontogoall theway toMis-
souri when we have some very nice shopsright
herein western Kansas. Thereis very littlein
clothingl cannot buy at homeorinanearby town.

That doesn’t mean | didn’tlook whilewalk-
ing through Dillards and past Lerner’'sand a
dozenother shopsinthemall. Itonly confirmed
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® Open season

my suspicionthat therearemore ugly clothes
inthisworldthan | want to think abouit.

Whointheir right mind would buy apair of
limegreendackswithblack polkadotsthesize
of saucersonthem?

Of course, these things are the Christmas
leftovers, andlikeall leftovers, they get alittle
much after awhile.

Another problem| noticed about theclothes
inmost of theboutiques| passed—nooneover
25yearsold or 100 pounds can wear them.

| was 25 once. | waseven 100 poundsonce,
but not sincebeforel was16. (Myfirstdriver’'s
licenselisted my weight as 119 pounds.)

My husband alwaysthinks| should beable
to wear these outfits that have no middle. |
bless his blindness, but | refuse to wear any-
thing that would show that | have NO
bellybutton ring and NO tattoos.

| spent all day at the Columbia Mall and
spent about $100 on books. That's right, 20

opping i Columbia, Mo.

minutesstrollingthrough Dillardstogettothe
main hallways, another hour walking up anc
down the halls looking in windows with an
occasional excursion inside, and six hoursin
thebook store.

It washeaven.

I’m addicted to books. | loveto read.

If I hadlivedintheMiddleAges, | probably
would havetried to join amonastery so that |
could have been around the booksthey wrote
by hand.

Asitis, | just bide my time and when I'm
somewherewithabookstore—the Columbis
Mall hasaBarnesand Nobles— | go nuts.

| have books upstairs, books downstairs,
booksstored in sparebedrooms, booksbeside
my chair, beside my bed, under the stairs, in
bookcases, behind doors, on shelves, on the
floor, inthecorner, onthetelevisionandinthe
bathroom.

I’ ve got books | read asachild, books |’ ve
readinhighschool and college, books!’ vereac
since |’ ve been an adult and books I'll never
livelong enoughtoread.

| love them all. And now I’ ve got another
dozento add to my horde.

Stevesays|’ mabookaholic.

Maybel’ll buy abook on the subject.

The trend setters

The big topic of conversation at the Liar’s
TableintheBigPig Family Diner wasthenews
that an Applebee’s was opening a half hour
away in Trout Creek. The Big Pigisthe only
restaurant to speak of in a 20-mile radius
around our farm. They’ reopenfrom 6 am. to
7p.m. every day. Aslongasyou' reinthedoor
by 7, they’ |l feed you. They’ || sweep thefloor
around you and fill up the ketchup dispensers
whileyou eat, but out hereinthewinter that's
asgood asacruiseshipfloor show. Andyou'll
get just as sick. I'm starting to think some
people show up at 6:55 p.m. on purpose, just
towatchthem start turning thechairsontothe
tabletops.

InthemorningtheoldtimerssitattheLiar’s
Table(namedfor obviousreasons) toteaseone
another and spread thegossip. Noorder isever
written down, no check will ever come; when
you' vedrunk about asmuch coffeeasyou can
stand, youtell RuthAnnwhat youhad and she
ringsyou up. Someonewill takeyour placeat
the table the moment you get up.

The Big Pig serves big food to big people.
Thebreakfast special isafive-eggomelet with
aside of sausage. The sausageisthesize of a
hamburger. You get two. I'm 5 foot 11 and
weigh 200 pounds. When | gotothePig | fedl
anorexic. Oftenl amthesmallest personthere,
and that includes women and children. That
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4 e the village idiot
feelingwon’tlastlongif | keepeatingthisstuff.
Anythingthat’ snot deepfat friedisbarbecued.
Sometimesit’s deep fat fried and barbecued.
Those arethevegetables.

“My sister wasinanApplebee’sonce,” said
Carmine. “ She said they have saladsthe size
of thisplate.”

“And that comes with your dinner?’ said
Vardon.

“No, you gruesome, old fool, that IS your
dinner.”

“Asalad. That'sall they make, salads?’

“No, you can get other things, I’ m just say-
ing my sister saysthey havethesebig salads.
They aresobig that they areameal. They put
chicken on them and whatnot.”

Sammy, the 13-year-old busboy, waslisten-
ingtothiswhilefillingthesaltshakers. Sammy
haslong, thin blue hair on the left side of his
head and theright sideisshaved clean. Heal-
ways wears ablack T-shirt that has the name
of hisfavorite band written acrossit inletters
that look as if they’re carved in crumbling
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marble. It says“ Dropsof Spit.” I' mhoping he
owns several of the exact same T-shirts, but
then, that’ svery optimistic onmy part.

Chef Bob makes Sammy wear ahairnet, but
since he hasto push up al the blue hair from
onesidetotheshaved sidetomakeit all fit, he
looksasif hehasabigblob of cotton candy on
hishead. Itisnot the" don’t messwithme” 1ook
hehadinmind.

“1’vehad asalad before,” hevolunteered. “|
wouldn't eat another one. Tasted like grass.
Cows eat grass. When | want grass, I'll eat
cow.”

Carlton didn't think Ruth Ann should be
worried about theA pplebee’ staking too much
business away from the Big Pig. He adjustec
hisJohn Deerebaseball capandsaid, “Oh, it’ll
get your trendy crowd, but they’re afickle
bunch, they’ | be back hereinnotime.”

| looked aroundthehalf-empty restaurant at
the handful of aging farmers wearing Agway
baseball caps and washed out Dickey work
shirts eating five-egg omelets. Take a black-
and-white picture of thisand it'd look like
something out of the dust bowl. If they’rere-
lying on our trendy crowd, poor Applebee’s.

JimMullenistheauthor of “ It Takes A Mil-
lage Idiot: A Memoir of Life After the City”
(Smon and Schuster, 2001). He also contrib-
utesregularlyto Entertai nment Weekly, where
hecanbereached at jim_mullen@ew.com
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'FOR AN APPETIZER, T'LL HAVE THE PECAN

PIE A LA MODE; ForR THE ENTReg, I'LL

HAVE THE BLACK FOREST CHOCOLATE

CAKE ', ANP FOR DESSERT, L'LL HAMV
BAKED ALASKA "




