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commentary

from other pens...

Lieberman sees few
campaign problems

Sen. Joe Lieberman’s strict observance of the Jewish Sabbath
may causeminor inconveniencesduring hisbidfor theDemocratic
presidential nomination, but the Connecticut senator and hisstaff
expectitwill posefew obstaclestowaging anaggressivecampaign.

Thebigger challengefor Lieberman in the Democratic contest
for president could be addressing such issues asthe Middle East,
where hewantsto devel op aposition on theregion that both Jews
and non-Jews see asfair and independent.

He must persuade Democratic primary votersto support him,
even though his centrist views may be better suited to agenera
€lection campaign, and win over voterseven though hislow-key,
humorousstylemay bebetter suitedto small groupsat acoffeeshop
than big audiencesin acrowded convention hall.

“I don't think his being Jewish isthe most important thing about
his candidacy or critical to his success,” said political analyst Tho-
mas Mann of the Brookings Institution. “ The bigger question is
whether Joe' stemperament and moderationandinstinct for working
withtheother sideof theaisl efitsthemood of Democraticactivists.”

Lieberman’slogistical obstacle with his Sabbath schedule be-
came apparent as Democrats began scheduling aseries of “ cattle
calls’ that occur on theweekends.

Lieberman’sstaffersdescribehim as* an observant Jew,” while
othersdescribe hisbeliefsas“ modern Orthodox.”

“1t hasalways comeabove politicsover thelong termand | ob-
viously hope people will respect that,” Lieberman said Monday
of hisfaith. “I will havetowork harder onthe other six days.”

TherearetimesLieberman canattendaSaturday eveningcampaign
event by traveling to the location on Friday and observing the Sab-
bathin the same place asthe political event. Hecan communicate at
eventsthrough asurrogate or with use of avideotaped message.

Liebermanwill missaneventinCedar Rapids, |owa, Saturday night
atwhichMissouri Rep. Dick Gephardt, Massachusetts Sen. JohnKerry
and Vermont Gov. Howard Dean are expected to speak. Aides say
missing the event hasmoreto with Lieberman’s Sunday schedule.

Democraticactivistsinstateswithearly presidential contestslike
lowa, New Hampshire and South Carolinaall said they will work
with Lieberman to makeit possibleto participatein their events.

“Hopefully, Democratswill be atolerant group of al sortsof reli-
gionsand willing to make accommodationsfor all candidates,” said
Kathy Sullivan, chairwoman of theNew HampshireDemocratic Party.

In South Carolina, Democratic chairman Dick Harpootliansaid
party officials are looking for ways to accommodate Lieberman
whentheparty holdsitsmeetingin May, with aJefferson-Jackson
Day dinner onaFriday night and acandidates forumon Saturday.

Lieberman aides say observance of the Sabbath has not been a
hindrancein previouscampaigns, whether for the Senateor for the
vice presidency in 2000.

Thebalancing act of pursuinganindependent courseontheMiddle
East could beatougher challenge than his scheduling constraints.

Liebermanmet with Jewishleadersin New York onWednesday
to reassure them hisremarks during aMiddle East trip about the
needtoimprovePal estinianliving conditionsand accomplish Pal-
estinian statehood once violenceisunder control were no differ-
ent than hislongheld positions.

Surveystakenduringthe2000raceindicated Lieberman’sfaithis
unlikely tobeanissuefor most voters, said University of Akron po-
litical scientist John Green, who specializesinreligionand palitics.

“Majorities of survey respondentstell pollstersthey would not
haveaproblemvotingfor anotherwisequalified Jew for president,”
Green said. “Lieberman’s moderation on many social issuesand
hishawkishviewsonforeign policy probably helpinthisregard.”

EDITOR SNOTE—WII Lester coverspoliticsand pollsfor The
Associated Press.
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Fog makes us notice what Is close

| don’t know about you, but wherel am to-
day, theworldisencasedinfog.

| started to say “shrouded with fog”, but
somehow that seemstoo ominous.

I’'mglad| don’'t havetobeout drivinginthe
fog, although | should do some errands today.
I’mhopingthefogwill lift, sothat drivingwon't
besohazardous. Butthenmaybel’ m supposed
tojust stay insideand enjoy lifetoday.

Fog always makes me think of thetime
livedin England. Thesuddennessof itsappear-
anceinadipintheroad, thefear that theroad
would turn and we wouldn’t, the relief when
wemadeit through. It could appear onaseem-
ingly bright night and be gone again before
your heart adjusted to the shock.

Therewereother times, of course, whenittook
over thewholeworld and lasted for days. Life
slowed down andinsisted you take notice of it.

Fog createsadifferent kind of world, doesn’t
it?
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f ® commentary

It forces you to notice what’s close around
you—almost asif therest of theworld doesn’t
exist. It makesthingsquieter, shuttingout alot
of thenoise our mindshavelearnedtofilter.

Evenif youlivefar away fromanocean, you
amost listen for foghornswarning of danger.
Sincetheeyescan't handle the situation, you
rely on other senses to take up the slack and
keepyoualert.

| kind of likethefog - when | can enjoy it
from asafe, warm place.

| pray for peopleto be sensibleand stay out
of harm’sway. | enjoy thecoatingit sometimes
givesthe trees and shrubs when it freezes on

them; then when the sun comes out to show
God’' smasterpieceof sparkleandjoy, how can
you not say thank youtothe Creator for sucha
display of power and beauty? But | know | have
toappreciateit quickly and enjoy it fully, asit
won't last long under the sun’swarmth.

Fog allows usto have adeeper understand-
ing of trust.

Thereisso much of theworldthat isbeyonc
our regulation, no matter how important we
might think we are. Fog humblesus, slowsus
down, can even giveasenseof calm — if we
alowit. For me, fogislikeablanket of peace;
it makes me aware of the need to be sensible
andtotrust.

There are so many things, likefog, that are
beyondmy control. Why not just takethetime
to enjoy the serenity instead of fightingit?

| need to slow down more often and truly
appreciatethemoment anyway. I’ [l bet you dc
too.

Parties switch sides in budget debate

In Congressthisyear, you' re going to hear
oneparty yell alot about growthinthefedera
budget.

Thisparty will complainthat excessivefed-
eral deficits will strangle the recovery, bog
downtheeconomy andeventhreateninflation.

Dejavu?

Not hardly.

This party will bethe Democrats, the same
party that fueledthegrowthinthedeficitinthe
1960s, ' 70s and ’ 80s. The same party that
bowed at the altar of deficit spending and
scoffed at inflationfor decades. The party that
owned thedeficit.

Oneparty will defendthedeficitandcall for
more.

That would be the Republicans.

Andwhilethey’ll take a different tact than
thetax-and-spend Democratsof yore, they will
be boosting the deficit like crazy.

The same Republican Party that year after
year cried that the Democrats were going to
break thiscountry.

ThisCongresswill mark anamost compl ete
rolereversal inthetwo partieson the deficit.

The Republicansarethe party of the unbal -

Cooking by moonl

In her cookbook “Cooking by Moonlight”
by Karri AnnAllrich, the author connects her
recipes to the seasons and the lunar cyclesin
particular.

Crabmeat Enchiladas

Filling

1 pound snow or imitation crabmeat, flaked

4 greenonions, peeled, chopped (whitesec-
tionsonly)

2to 3 garliccloves, peeled, minced

juiceof 1/2lemon

1 teaspoon Dijon mustard

1 teaspoon Old Bay Seasoning

Freshly ground pepper

3tablespoons sour cream

10fresh corntortillas

3to 4 cups Green Chili Tomato Sauce

1 cup grated M onterey Jack cheese

Garnish

sour cream

freshly chopped cilantro

Preheat oven to 350.

Combine crab with green onions, garlic,
lemonjuice, mustard, Old Bay Seasoningand
pepper in a bowl and toss to mix. Add sour
cream. Blend well.

Oil abaking pan that will hold 10 enchila-
dassmugly. Dividethefillingamong 10 torti-
[lasspooningintothecenter of eachtortilla, roll
and placeseam sidedownin baking dish. Pour
Green Chili Tomato Sauceover enchiladasand
top with cheese. Bake uncovered for about 25
minutes until enchiladas are bubbling and
cheese is melting. Garnish with spoonful of
sour creamand asprinkling of freshly chopped
cilantro. Cooked pinto beans and be used in-
stead of crab. Servesfour.

Green Chili Tomato Sauce

9 steve
- - f haynes
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anced budget. The Democrats are the party
calling for lessdeficit spending.

TheRepublicanswill berunningawar with-
out cutting back on domestic spending—the
“guns and butter” policy they decried when
Lyndon Johnson didit.

Democratswill try and convinceusthat defi-
citsarebad.

Who arethey kidding?

It all amountsto atremendous twist in the
political fabric, but in aweird sort of way, it
all makessense.

The Democrats don't really care about the
deficit. They just need somethingtocomplain
about. Givethemtheir lead, they’ Il beback to
their good old tax and spend waysin ajiffy.
They awayswant moresocia programs, more
domestic spending.

But if Republicans are building the deficit
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1to 2 tablespoon aliveail

1 small onion, peeled, finely chopped

1/2 teaspoon chili powder

1/2 teaspoon ground cumin

1garlicclove, peeled, minced

2 cupscrushedtomatoesor 1 (16 ounce) can
crushed tomatoes

1(14ounce) cangreenchilies, drainedwell,
chopped

Dash of sherry or red winevinegar

Heat 0il in medium saucepan, and sautéthe
onion, chili powder and cuminfor 5 minutes.
Addthegarlicand cook for another 3minutes.
Addtomatoesandgreenchiliesandaddadash
of sherry. Bring sauce to medium simmer,
cover and lower heat. Simmer for 15 minutes.

Theofficeratesthisfour forkswithfiveforks
being the best. The enchiladas are pretty dry
Soyoumay want tousemoresauceandor more
cheese.

BlueMoon Berry Crisp

6 cups blueberries, fresh or frozen, washed
(or thawed)

1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoonsflour

1/3 cup granulated sugar

1/2 cup shelled natural pistachios or al-
monds, finely chopped

1 cup light brown sugar, firmly packed

1/2 teaspoon salt

3/4 cup (1 1/2 sticks) cold butter or marga-

thisyear, why not givethem heck for it.

The Republicans want more tax cuts, but
they can’'t affordtoreininspending, not when
the economy is soft and there's a war afoot.
They claim atax cut will boost the economy
more than higher spending, and they’ re not
pushing for more programs.

Nonetheless, theend result will be abigger
deficit. They’ vealready asked Congresstolift
thelid onthenational debt.

How didit get to thispoint?

WEell, Ronald Reagan and the first George
Bush tamed the deficit, but the budget didn’t
balance until Bill Clinton’s watch. By then,
Democratswere pretending to care.

Now, theRepublicansareweddedtotax cuts,
as the right thing to do and as an economic
stimulus. Deficitsdon’t count; it’sthe old Re-
agan “supply side” voodoo warmed over.

Deficits do count, but neither party really
caresaslong asthey get re-elected. And most
of them probably will.

Taxpayers, eventually, will bestuck withthe
tab.

But maybe we will get atax cut in the pro-

ight

rine, cut into pieces

Preheat ovento 350. Greasea?2 quart casse-
roledish.

Inalargemixing bowl combineblueberries
withtablespoonsflour and sugar. Tosswell and
set aside. In aseparate bowl combine remain-
ing flour, pitachios, cinnamon, brown sugar,
sat. Mix well. Mix by rubbing the butter anc
thedry ingredientsbetween your palms, crum-
blingthemixtureuntil it resemblescoarsemeal.

Pour blueberry mixtureinto baking dish anc
smooth the pistachio crumb mixture on top of
the berries, covering completely. Bake for 45
minutes, until toppingisbrownedandberriesare
bubbling. Servewithicecream. Serves6to8.

berry’s world

DoNT BE FRIGHTENED,
I'M NOT A BURGLAR. I'M
JUST A GOVERNMERNT AGENT
INFRINGING ON YOUR
CwiL LIBERTIES,
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