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commentary

from other pens...

Two centuries on view
from the White House

Theview from the press room door of the White House vaults
over thespearheadsof theironfencetotakeinal80-degreesweep
of trees, grass, scrambling squirrel s— and two centuriesof Ameri-
can history.

History tendstoget layeredintheseprecinctsandthere’ sastory
nearly everywhere.

For example, to get to the view areporter stepsout of the press
briefing roominstalled duringtheNixonadministrationinsidethe
swimming pool built for Franklin D. Roosevelt in the colonnade
constructed by Thomas JeffersonwhentheWhiteHousewasnew.

It'sthe James S. Brady Press Briefing Room, named for thege-
nial andindomitabl e presssecretary wounded inthe 1981 attempt
to assassinate President Reagan.

If it hasrecently rained, thereisgenerally apuddlieinthemiddie
of thedrive. If theday iscalmthepuddle ssurfacereflectsthewest
wall of the White House and the central sunburst window of the
second-floor family quarters.

That wall was rebuilt after the British burned the housein 1814.
After morethan 30 coatsof paint werestripped away adecadeago, a
teamof masonscarefully restoredthesandstonewalls, block by block.

Stepaway fromthepuddle, walkintothedriveandlook left. The
viewtakesinthecreased, pressed and polished M arineguard stand-
ingsentry at thedoor of theWest Wing. TheodoreRoosevelt added
thisbuilding as office space acentury ago. Morerecently, televi-
sion discovered the West Wing asaplace of presidential drama.

Farther left, rising in rows of gray-granite pillarsand pilasters,
looming on dark nightslikeaVictorian aircraft carrier, isthe vast
bulk of the Eisenhower Executive Office Building.

Somecall it an admirablearchitectural survival fromtheage of
President Grant. Harry Truman called it amonstrosity and nomi-
nated it for thewrecking ball.

Enduringintotheageof GeorgeW. Bush, it wasrecently named
for Dwight D. Eisenhower wholaboredinitscavernsasan obscure
Army staff officer before hisriseto five starsand the presidency.

Down the drive, past the beech tree planted by first lady Pat
Nixon, istheWhite Housetel evision encampment.

When the newsis slow, the unused cameras are protected from
theelementshby green canvaswrappings, givingtheplaceadightly
ghostly air on dark, foggy and newsless nights.

Thecamerasaretrained ontheNorth Portico of theWhiteHouse,
the signature view of countlessstandup reportson network news.
Theportico wasadded to the House after the Britishfire.

Theironfence separatesthe groundsfrom ablock-long stretch
of PennsylvaniaAvenue. Closed totraffic after ashootingincident
in 1995, it’snow theWhite House equival ent of apedestrianmall.

Acrossthe street and to the left is Blair House, the presidential
guest quarters. Truman survived an assassi nation attempt herein
1950 whilethe White Houseinterior was being reconstructed.

Andrew Jackson rocks and his horse rears in the center of
L afayette Square, waving hisgeneral’s hat at advancing tourists.
Some have called it preposterous.

Back at the press room door, newcomersarrive and old-timers
depart, presidentswalk unseento the Oval Officeand thegarden-
ers rivalry with thesquirrelscontinues.

So doesthe hope and prayer expressed by John Adamson Nov.
2, 1800, theday after hisfirst night in the new house:

“1 pray Heavento bestow thebest of blessingsonthisHouseand
all that shall hereafter inhabitit. May nonebut honest andwisemen
ever rule under thisroof.”

EDITOR SNOTE — Wth this column Lawrence L. Knutson
concludes a 37-year Associated Press career, reporting on the
White House, Congress, presidential €l ectionsand two centuries
of Washington’shistory.
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Michael Tyreis11 yearsold and weighs 60
pounds.

Hesmileswhenthedogbarks, whenhehears
his mother’s voice, when hislittle sister runs
her hand along his cheek.

Michael can’'t speak or walk, the result of
brain damage and cerebral palsy from an
acutely prematurebirth. Hecan't swallow. His
meals are liquefied and delivered through a
feeding tube inserted into his abdomen. He
breathes through another tube attached to his
trachea. He takes four medications a day
through hisstomach and another threethrough
anebulizer. His diaper must be changed, his
oxygen tanksrefilled, histracheostomy tubes
sterilized.

Hiscareisanaround-the-clockjob. SoMedi-
Cal longagoapproved coveragefor Michael’s
parents to employ licensed nurses 16 hours a
day, seven daysaweek.

Thisoptionwouldbegreat, if Myraand John
Tyrecouldfindlicensed nursestofill theshifts.
They can’'t. And if the Tyres hire a caretaker
whoisn't aregistered nurse or licensed voca-
tional nurse, Medi-Cal won't pay. ItisaCatch-
22that trapsparentslikethe Tyresbetweentwo
awful options: Livein aperpetua state of ex-
haustionfromcaringfor their severely disabled
childrenwhilebalancingjobsandraisingother
children, or put their disabled childrenin an
institution.

TheTyresaren't sending Michael anywhere;
they understand their son’sgrimaces, squeals
andtwitchesasif interpreting asecret code. No
institution could carefor himwiththeloveand
intuitivenessthey can.

But they also can’t continueasthey have. A
nursecomestotheTyres homefrom3p.m.to
9p.m. Monday through Thursday — atotal of
24 hoursaweek. Heattendsschool from8a.m.
to 3 p.m. Therest of the day belongsto Myra
and John.

Thecouplegoesout a onethreenightsayear:
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OnMyra'shirthday, John’shirthday andtheir
anniversary. They tradeoff attendingtheswim
meetsand soccer gamesof their other twochil-
dren, al7-year-old boy and 9-year-old girl.

They deeprestlesdly at night, attunedtothe
monitor on their bed stand that picks up any
changeinMichagel’ sbreathing acrossthehall.
“Thestatesayswecaninstitutionalizehim, but
he'll die,” MyraTyreexplains. “Heissofrag-
ile,andweknow himsowell. At thefirst sign
of acold, we'reat thedoctors. At thefirstsigns
of discomfort, wefigure out what’swrong.”

Thegovernment recognizesthat parentslike
the Tyres need a break. So they will pay for
Michagl to stay afew daysat a“ respite-care’
facility.

But guesswhat? Those facilities a so have
beenhit by thenursing shortages, too, sorarely
isabed available for kids like Michael. The
Children’s Recovery Center in Campbell,
about an hour from San Francisco, islicensed
for 22 children, but for the past three yearsiit
hasn’t been ableto carefor morethan 15 at a
time — not enough nurses to staff the shifts.
Thereisalwaysawaitinglist.

OnChristmasDay afew yearsago, amother
and father in Pennsylvania made national
headlines when they left their severely dis-
abled 10-year-old sonat alocal hospital. They
|ater said they couldn’t carefor himanymore.
Itwastoo much. They wereroundly criticized
asbad parents.

MyraTyreand other parentsof severely dis-
abled children know the couplewasdrivento
desperation precisely because they had tried
to be good parents. They had poured them-

selvesintothecareof their childandfinally hao
nothing left to give.

“It' severy day of every week of every month
of every year,” one mother told me. “Itisbe-
yond exhausting. Every family | know has
openshiftsor nonursesatall. | doeverythingl
cantokeepnurses. | cook themdinner. | make
sure there's a parking space in front of the
house. | makethisahappy placetowork.”

In 2000, the federal Department of Health
and Human Services figured that Californie
was 12,000 nurses short of demand. By 2020,
the department cal culatesthat Californiawill
have 121,000 unfilled nursing positions.

The shortageis so serious acrossthe nation
that last summer President Bush signed abill
calledtheNurseReinvestment Act, which au-
thorized substantial financial-aid packagesto
lure studentsinto nursing.

Giventhenursing situation, MyraTyre sees
no alternative but to hire non-licensed nurses
tohelp carefor her son. Shewouldlike Medi-
Cal’spolicy changed sothat statefundswoul o
cover thesecaregivers. But health-careprofes-
sionalsarewary. It'safal sechoicebetweennc
careand inadequate care, they say.

What M edi-Cal needstodoispay thenurses
better. Instead, with California’s budget defi-
cit, Medi-Cal reimbursements are being cut,
making nursing jobs even less attractive anc
sinkingfamilieslikethe Tyresdeeperintotheir
Catch-22 trap.

“Mikey, what areyousmiling about?’ Myre
Tyresaysasshewalksintohisroom. Michagl’s
mouth is open widein afull-face grin. Myre
smoothes her son’shair. Sheistired. You can
hear it in her voice. She and her husband just
want to begood parents. But at theend of each
exhausting day, they’ re not always sure what
that means.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle. Send commentsto her e-mail
at joanryan@sfchronicle.com.

Republicans battling as annual festival nears

Thestate GOP sannual KansasDaysfestivi-
ties give political activists a chance to
schmaooze, party and celebrate all things Re-
publican.

But as this year’s events approach, some
Republicansaren’tfeelingmuchlovefor some
of their GOPbrethren, andtwo eventslast week
demonstratetheinfighting between moderate
and conservative members of the party is as
intenseasever.

First, the State Board of Educationtook two
daysto elect anew chairwoman, itsmembers
wrangling over how to share power and suspi-
ciousof each other’smotives.

Second, theall-Republican Senatepanel that
appointsmembersto committeesstripped con-
servative Tim Huel skamp of his coveted seat
on the budget-writing Waysand M eans Com-
mittee two days after hetried to placean aly
inleadership.

Those devel opments contrast with the“big
tent” rhetoricthat often poursout during Kan-
sasDays.

“The big tent theory works for those who
control accesstothetent,” said Huel skamp, R-
Fowler, after losing hiscommittee seat.

Kansas Day festivities begin Friday, with
North CarolinaSen. Elizabeth Dolescheduled
to speak at the main banquet Saturday night.
Thetiming of theannual celebration— close
totheJan. 29 anniversary of thestate’ sadmis-
sion to the Union in 1861 — emphasizesthe
long dominance of the Republican Party in
Kansaspolitics.

The tone can become less than festive and
activists face scoldings at caucus mestingsif
Democratshave scoredvictories. That’ swhat
happenedin 1991, after Democrat Joan Finney
was elected governor and her party claimed a
majority inthe House.

Thisyear, Republicanshavealot of el ection
victoriesto celebrate, having won four of six
statewideoffices, kept threeof four U.S. House
seats and maintained large majoritiesin both
legislative chambers.
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But their onebiglosssmarts: theel ection of
Democratic Gov. K athleen Sebelius. Because
Republicansenjoy asignificant edgein voter
registration, she needed GOP support towin.

“1t should be interesting to see if some of
those peoplewho endorsed Sebelius show up
and what kind of reception they get,” said
House Speaker DougMays, R-Topeka. “ They
won't get agood receptionfromme.”

Many GOP defectorswere moderateswho
believed Republican nominee Tim
Shallenburger didn’t have a strong enough
commitment to public schools.

Shallenburger isa conservative. Last year,
many of his allies resisted GOP Gov. Bill
Graves effortstoincreasetaxestoprevent cuts
in education and other programs.

“The Republican Party is still engaged in
finger-pointing over who lost the election,”
said Sen. Derek Schmidt, R-1ndependence.

Huelskamp supported Shallenburger over
SenatePresident DaveK err, R-Hutchinson, in
the GOP gubernatorial primary. He recently
nominated fellow conservative Stan Clark, of
Oakley, for Senatevice president over amod-
erate Graves ally, Sen. John Vratil, of
Leawood.

Kerr said Huel skamp wasn’t aconstructive
member of the Ways and Means Committee.
Huelskamp replied, “We disagree on major
issuesof theday.”

A similar split bedevilstheBoard of Educa-
tion, wherethe GOP holdseight of 10 seats.

Five conservatives face three moderates,
who haveformed acoalition with theboard’s
twoDemocrats. Inyearspast, thetwofactions,
withvarying degreesof strength, havebattled
over curriculum, teacher certification andthe

placeof evolutioninsciencetesting standards

The chairmanship is more than a symbolic
post, because the holder sets the agenda for
board meetingsfor two years.

TheDemocratic-moderatecoalitionwantec
Janet Waugh, a Kansas City Democrat, &
chairwoman. Conservativesinitialy resisted

When conservativesagreedtogivetheir an:
tagonistswhat they wanted — leadership un:
der Waugh — plus the vice chairmanship
Waughandtwo of thethreemoderatesweresc
leery that they voted no.

One, Sue Gamble, of Shawnee, suggestec
conservatives were acquiescing only so they
could “blackmail” her faction later witt
chargesof ignoring conservatives views.

Those kind of feelings fuel the feudinc
withintheRepublican Party, even asitsannual
lovefest approaches.

EDITOR SNOTE: Political Writer Johr
Hanna hascovered stategover nment and poli-
ticssince 1987.

berry’'s world

EDITOR'S NOTE: Jim Berry is on vacation. Please use this

classic cartoon, which was originally printed in 1995.
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