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Killer faces
death penalty
for murders

DEATH, from Page 1

Anderson also rejected claims
made by Robinson’sattorneysthat
they did not have enough time to
preparean adequatedefensefor the
case.

With the sentencing bringing an
endtohistrial in Kansas, Robinson
is expected to stand trial for the
Missouri deathslater in the spring.

The case began in March 2000,
when Trouten’sfamily notified po-
lice she was missing after coming
toKansas, purportedly totakeajob
caring for Robinson’sfather.

The investigation continued,
with officials linking Robinson to
the 1985 disappearance of Stasi .

Hewasarrested in June 2000 on
charges of sexual battery. Those
charged filed by two women with
whom Robinsonhad engagedinsa-
domasochistic sex at Kansas City-
areahotels.

The charges were amended in
subsequent days from sexual bat-
tery, following thediscovery of the
bodies in Linn County and Mis-
souri.

Critic watc

TOPEKA (AP) —A lawyer who
has been critical of Westar Energy
Inc. anditsformer chairmansayshe
and other lawyers are watching a
shareholder lawsuit filed against
the company.

Thesuit chargesthecompany and
its top executives with knowingly
issuing false and misleading state-
ments about the company’s fi-
nances. It contends hundreds of
thousandsof peoplelost money be-
causeWestar securitiessold at arti-
ficially high prices.

Theattorney, Dan Lykins, of To-
peka, has been a vocal critic of
David Wittig, who resigned as
Westar chief executive officer in
November, following his indict-

Classifieds
work!
899-2338

TOPEKA (AP) — Thecost of
prosecuting— and defending—
two high-profile murder cases
has given capital punishment
opponents another issueto raise
asthey pushforamoratoriumon
death sentencesin Kansas.

Capital punishment foes also
areencouraged by formerlllinois
Gov. George Ryan’s decision
earlier thismonth, duringthelast
daysof histerm, tocommutethe
sentences of al inmates on his
state’sdeath row.

In November, Reginald and
Jonathan Carr received death
sentences in Sedgwick County
District Court for slaying five
people.

That same month, a jury rec-
ommended the death sentence
for John E. Robinson Sr., who
wasconvictedin Johnson Coun-
ty of themurdersof threewomen.

Meanwhile, inDouglasCoun-
ty, prosecutors are seeking the
death penalty against Damien
Lewis, accused of killingal aw-
rence coupleintheir home.

“We'regoing to be paying for

Cost creates acase
for death penalty foes

trial and litigation for years,
spending millions of dollarsto
kill one man,” Donna Sch-
neweis, coordinator for Kansas
Death Penalty Abolition, told
The Lawrence Journal-World.
“Where is the common good
here?Arewe paying for safety
or revenge?’

Like other death penalty op-
ponents, Schneweisarguesthe
state hasaviable aternativeto
execution—the"“Hard 50" sen-
tenceof 50yearsin prisonwith-
out parole.

But Sen. Ed Pugh, R-Wa-
mego, vicechairman of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, said
whilecapital punishment cases
might be expensive, the threat
of capital punishment oftencan
persuade a defendant to plead
guilty inexchangefor alifesen-
tence.

Pugh said he is not a strong
supporter of the death penalty
but added, “There are some
cases so shocking, so horrify-
ing, | think it should be im-
posed.”

ment onfederal chargesthat heand
aformer Topekabanker hidthetrue
purpose of a $1.5 million loan to
Wittig. The loan was unrelated to
Westar business.

Lykins raised Wittig's manage-
ment of Westar as an issue during
his unsuccessful run for the 2nd
Congressional District seat last
year. Westar isK ansas' largest el ec-
tric company.

Heisn't involved in the lawsuit
filed last week. The attorneyswho
filed it hope it will be declared a

ning Westar suit

class action, applying to anyone
who bought Westar stock between
March 30, 2001 and Dec. 26, 2002.

Lykins said he doesn’t think the
lawsuit, filedlast weekinU.S. Dis-
trict Court in Topeka, is broad
enough. Hebelievesit ought to ap-
ply toWestar’ smanagement for the
past fiveyears.

Lykinssaid heand other lawyers
will watch this suit and hope
Westar's papers are made public,
making it easier to file even more
class-action suits.

DIABETICS

Tired of jumping through hoops :{‘w
to get your diabetic supplies? '\’

Have your diabetic supplies delivered to your "il I""-, h"-k
door for little or no cost! Y H
Medicare and private insurance welcome o "‘H
(sorry, HMO's not accepted). } o
Call Priority Medical Supply, LLC [ z:j“—_-"'
"Your complete satisfaction is our Priority"

_ —

Toll Free: 1-866-660-1718

ONEOS: 513-3a5-9a32

Infantry gets big send-off

MANHATTAN (AP) — Some
membersof the35th Infantry Divi-
sion of the Army National Guard
knew in late 2000 they would be
called up for duty in Bosnia.

Theworldwasalot different back
then, though, before the Sept. 11,
2001, terror attacks.

Before renewed tensions with
Saddam Hussein brought the U.S.
to the brink of another war with
Irag.

Before a defiant North Korea
dared the U.S. to do something
about its renewed nuclear aspira-
tions.

Sunday, more than 2,000 family
members and friends showed up at
Bramlage Coliseum to send off
1,500 of the 35th Division’stroops
to the war-torn Balkan nation in a
mission dubbed Task Force Eagle.

“1 know that, for thosedepl oying,
today means a separation from
|oved ones, missed birthdays, anni-
versaries, graduations and many
other special moments,” Gov.
Kathleen Sebeliustold the crowd.
“For weathering those sacrifices
and countless more, | personally
thank you for answering your
country’scall.”

The task force’s scheduled six-
month assignment in Bosniais ex-
pectedtobegininApril or May, said
public affairs officer Maj. Jeff
Coverdale.

The division will train in Ger-
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many, and in the spring will join
units from Russia, Turkey, Den-
mark, Finland, Poland and else-
wherefor themission.

While tensionsin Irag could
change the division’s job, nothing
was said about the Persian Gulf
standoff at Sunday’s ceremony.

“We need to be prepared for any
contingency that the president may

call usupfor,” Coverdalesaid. “We
realizethat weareaninfantry unit.”

Coverdal esaid the peacekeeping
force, which includes units from
Kansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Geor-
gia, Alabama, Florida, Colorado,
Washingtonand Hawaii, will depart
for Germany in stages Wednesday
through Sunday.

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT THE CROSSROADS

OF COMFORT AND VALUE.
RATES FROM .
$50| RAMADA
UP TO 4 PEOPLE A very gootl placc to be.

RAMADA.COM or 1.800.2 RAMADA

Ask for promo code LPGP to receive this discounted rate.

available at LPGP rate. No additional charge for up to four

Towa: Cedar Rapids (2) Clinton Merle Hay (Des Moines area) Mt. Pleasant
Nebraska: Kearney Lincoln (3) Norfolk North Platte Ogallala Omaha
Kansas: Lawrence Leavenworth Manhattan Salina Wichita (2) Missouri: Kansas City St. Joseph
Rooms at the LPGP rate are limited and subject to availability at the participating properties noted. Standard rooms only are

people per available room. Blackout dates and other restrictions

apply. Advance reservations required. Cannot be combined with any other offer, promotion or special rate. ©2002 Ramada
Franchise Systems, Inc. All rights reserved. All hotels are independently owned and operated.

AND

WE’LL PUBLISH YOUR BOOK

easier than you think — and not that costly.
LEATHERS PUBLISHING
4500 College Blvd. » Overland Park, KS 66211

Publisher of great self-published books
by Kansas authors — at affordable prices.

Editing « Complete Production  Marketing

Call 1-888-888-7696

THEN HELP SELL IT!

To publish your own book is

www.leatherspublishing.com

NOW HIRING = = ==

Company + O/C
Singles + Teams

1-600-CFI-DRIVE

www.cfidrive.com

P TOPEKA™

GUN & KNIFE
SHOW & SALE

JAN. 25 & 26

SAT. 9-5 SUN. 9-3

KANSAS EXPOCENTRE

GUNS, KNIVES,
CLIPS, SCOPES
AMMO, CAMO
ACCESSORIES

RELOADING SUPPLIES

BUYING
GUNS, OLD, MODERN & ANTIQUE

BB-GUNS, JAPANESE SWORDS
GERMAN WAR RELICS & KNIVES

Outstanding Sales
Opportunity

1. Are you self
motivated

2. Flexible work
schedule?
(Full- or Part-Time)

3. Unlimited income
potential?

If you answered yes to these questions and
would like an opportunity to work for the
betterment of your community, this is a in-
dependent, straight-commission sales po-
sition. Please mail your resume to:

Ogden Publications, Inc.
Attn: Terry Deal
1503 SW 42nd Street
Topeka, KS 66609-1265
or e-mail: tdeal@ogdenpubs.com

Or contact Neil Fischer
785-737-3212

Explorethe
widewor|d
of theWeb

We have new high speed digital lines!

nwkansas.com is your key to the Internet. We
offer reliable service, fast digital connections and full
access to the Internet, the World Wide Web and E-mail all in one
package for one low monthly fee*. We have knowledgable
customer service people to help you get connected, and plenty of
lines to take your calls. We are a local Internet Service Provider

with people who can answer your questions.

In most cases, you can be hooked up today. We have the newest
digital incoming lines, and a high speed frame relay to carry your

traffic.

*Special rate offer

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we

give you a month of service free and free set-up ($19.96 per

month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198
(four months free service).

-

L ocal Tech Support « Same-Day Connection* < Friendly Peopleto Help
TheGoodland Daily News ¢ 1205Main, Goodland, Kansas, 67735+ 785899-2338

*In most cases; we'll try anyway.
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Wecan connect
you tonignt...
not next week!

Infinite variety on the ‘Net

There’s a whole new world waiting out there.
Whatever you're interested in, the Internet, with its
millions of postings and services, has it. Weather, time
of day, art, archives, news, hobbies . . . If you can imagine it,

someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business. Use it for school.

Use it for pleasure. Use it just to find

out what’s out there. Pick a topic and
search the entire World Wide Web for it

... in just seconds.

E-mail for fun and profit

E-mail is fast, affordable and
inexpensive. From your computer, you
can send and receive messages
anywhere in the world . . . for no
charge . . . once you have an

Internet connection.

Kansas.com




