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commentary

from other pens...

Powell’s optimism
may not be realistic

“I1t'sawonderful timetobe Secretary of Stateof theUnited States
of America.”

Alwaystheoptimist, Colin Powel | madethat off-the-cuff remark
the other day to abusiness group. Crises may beloomingin Irag
and North Korea, but grim foreboding isnot Powell’sstyle.

What passed for acrisisjust afew years ago was Yugoslavia's
harsh treatment of the Albanian mgjority in Kosovo. A U.S.-led
NATO bombing campaign in 1999 put a stop to it. The outcome
washever indoubt. Therewere no American casualties.

Today isthesecond anniversary of Powell’sdebut asthenation’s
65th secretary of state. “ We' regoingtohaveagreat time,” Powell
toldwell-wishersasheentered the State Department twoyearsago.

Atthetime, Powell had noway of knowing what would happen
at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon eight months|ater or
that America’s terrorist enemies would openly declare that they
areseekingweaponsof massdestruction. Nor could heforeseethe
developing criseswith Irag and North Korea.

I rag seemed moreof aproblemwhen Powell took office. “ Instead
of seeking peaceand prosperity for hispeople, we seeaweakened
Iraqthat uttersthreatsand pursueshorribleweaponstoterrorizeits
neighbors,” Powell said at his Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee confirmation hearing afew daysbefore hewasswornin.

Now thespecter of asecondwar with Iragin 12 yearsloomsaswell
asapossibleconfrontationwith North K orea, perhapsasearly asthis
spring, over concernsabout Pyongyang’snuclear weaponsprogram.

Asamanwho hasoccupied someof themost senior positionsin
the national security apparatus, Powell has seen crisesbefore.

Fromthat experiencehehascomeupwithaset of 13rules, spelled
out in his autobiography, some of which could apply to today’s
difficulties. They include: “ Get mad. Then get over it.” “Remain
calm. Bekind.” “ Perpetual optimismisaforcemultiplier.”

That optimism isin evidence when Powell speaksto groups.

Alludingtothebenefitshebelievesdemocracy and freemarkets
can bring, Powell told a State Department gathering last fall, “I
awaysmakesurethat we spend part of our day not just onthecri-
sis of the moment, but thinking about this future that's out there
that canbeso bright for somany millionsuponmillionsof people.”

It'shard for himto be pessimisticwhen hegreetsleadersfrom Rus-
siaor from former communist bloc statesto talk about economicsor
security issues. Hesayshemarvelsat how hecanhavearelaxed con-
versation nowadayswith peoplefrom countriesagai nst which hespent
yearsmapping war strategiesin hisprior career asasoldier.

But hewill need all the optimism he can muster ashetriesto cope
with one of the most difficult hands any secretary of state has been
dealt in decades. Powell has often been at odds with colleagues on
tacticsand strategy, and reachi ng consensusonthesei ssuesisnot easy.

BasedonMonday’sU.N. Security Council meetinginNew York,
France, Chinaand Russia are not prepared to await the report of
U.N.inspectorsbeforestaking out apositionagainst awar with Irag.

The Bush administration believes a policy of pre-emption ap-
pliesto Irag. Worldwide, that view isclearly in theminority.

Theadministration seemspuzzl ed about how todeal withNorth
Korea, acountry that Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld says
may be “teetering on theverge of collapse.” Rumsfeld notes, itis
theworld'sleading proliferator of missilesand, givenafew months,
could becomeaproliferator of nuclear weaponsaswell.

Giventhese daunting circumstances, Powell can only hopethat
thefirst of his13ruleswill continueto apply duringtheweeksand
monthsof danger that lieahead: “ It ain’tasbad asyouthink. Itwill
look better inthemorning.”

EDITOR SNOTE: George Gedda has covered foreign affairs
for The Associated Press since 1968.
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Super food for Super Sunday

Thebigday isaroundthecorner for thefoot-
ball enthusiasts. Thefollowingrecipesarefrom
the Kansas Beef Council.

Touchdown Beef Chili

2 1/2 pounds bonel ess beef chuck or round,
cutinto 1/2 inch pieces

2 cans (15 1/2 ounces each) black beans,
rinsed, drained

1can(151/2 ounces) chili styletomatosauce
with diced tomatoes

1 medium onion, chopped

2 teaspoons chili powder

1 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon ground cumin

1/2 teaspoon pepper

1 cup prepared thick and chunky salsa

Combineall theingredients except salsain
aDutch ovenand bring to aboil. Reduce heat,
cover tightly and simmer 1 1/4to 1 1/2 hours
until beef istender. Stirinsal sajust beforeserv-
ingand heat thoroughly. Serves6to8(10cups).

Southwestern Subs

1 package(1ounce) WilliamsTex-Mex Chili
Seasoning

11/2 cupsmayonnaise

1/3 cup minced, fresh cilantro

6 sandwichrolls

12 dlicesdeli meat

12 dlices Cheddar or Monterey Jack cheese

pat
schiefen

® postscript

2tomatoes, sliced

lettuceleaves

To make Tex-Mex mayonnaise combine
chili seasoning, mayonnaiseand cilantroina
small bowl. Blendwell. Cover andrefrigerate
for several hoursto blend flavors.

Spread Tex-Mex mayonnaiseonrolls. Add
deli mest, cheese, tomatoesand |l ettuce. Makes
6 sandwiches.

Play Off Burgers

2 pounds ground chuck

1 pound hot bulk sausage

2 tablespoonslimejuice

1 package Williams Cgjun Chili seasoning

2 tablespoonsaliveail

1 cup chopped green onions

2 cloves, minced

1/3 cup chopped green bel | pepper

1/3 cup chopped red bel | pepper

2 jalapeno peppers, seeded and minced

1 small zucchini, chopped

3/4 cup hot barbeque sauice

2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce

2 tablespoons mol asses

1 cup Romatomatoes, seeded and diced

2 teaspoonsgrated lime zest

12Kaiser sandwichrollsor hamburger buns

Combinechuck, sausage, limejuiceandchili
seasoning. Blendwell andforminto 12 patties.
Grill or broil pattiesuntil cooked.

Heat oil in large skillet over medium high
heat. Add green onions, garlic, peppers and
zucchini. Sauté 3 to 4 minutes. Add barbecue
sauce, Worcestershiresauceand mol asses. Stir
while cooking until liquid isnearly gone. Stir
intomatoes and lime zest. Serve on buns anc
topwithvegetablemixture. Makes12 servings.

Spicy Beef Wraps

3/4 pound thinly sliced deli roast beef

1 container (8 ounces) onion and chivefla
vored soft cream cheese

4large (10inch diameter flour tortillas

1/2 cupA.1. Bold & Spicy Steak sauce

1/2 cup chopped celery

Spread cheese evenly over oneside of each
tortillaleaving a small border. Spread steak
sauce over cheese. Sprinkle celery over steak
sauce. Topwith deli roast beef. Roll uptightly
and wrap in plastic wrap. Refrigerate 1 to 3
hours or even overnight. Cut each roll cross-
wiseinto 4 pieces. Makes 16 appetizers.

Legislature’s main issue Is budget cuts

The Legislature convened on January 13.
Themainissuefacingthelegislaturethisyear
isthebudget andit’sprojected shortfall. Atthis
point everythingisonthetable.

KansasBudget

During her State of the State address last
Wednesday, Governor Sebeliusproposed two
budgets: abudget designed to meet statutory
requirements and one intended to fulfill her
campaignpromises. Theformer hasa7.5%end
balance, whilethelatter does not. The differ-
encebetweenthetwoisthat shehasstated her
intentionsnot to passthestatutory budget. The
Governor refusedto havethestatutory budget
introduced asabill. That budget cut most state
agenciesby almost 2 2percent. Asfor the* cam-
paign” budget, shetoldthelegidatureitisonly
a“starting point.”

| really appreciate Governor Sebelius pro-
vidingusabudget so quickly whenshedid not
haveto. Shemay beright that atax increaseis
not needed but | will need lots of convincing
to fully support that point of view (no tax in-
crease needed). | am excided about working
with the Governor.

Non-Statutory Budget Summary

* Increasein spending towardseducationis
only acaseload adjustment for bondsand per
student wei ghting. At thesametime, sheisrec-
ommending a reduction of higher education
spending by 0.8 percent ($5.1 million) in FY
2004 for the Regents. However, the Governor
recommends a$242.6 million reallocationin

MOorrison

® capitol review

expendituresfor Educationon Governor’srec-
ommendationtoroll special educationaidinto
base StateAid Per Pupil asaper pupil weight-
ing.

» Governor’s proposed budget stops pay-
ments for the KPERS Death and Disability
Fund for the FY 2004 and last quarter of FY
2003. Saves $26.9 million from funding
sources, including$17.8 millionfromgeneral
budget. There was opposition to Governor
Graves' proposal of this measure when the
fund had enough money to handle the cessa-
tion of payments. So, it will beinteresting to
seeif itissupported thistime.

*NoStateGenerd FundtransferstotheState
Highway Fund. Governor’ srecommendation
shifts portions of the Kansas Highway Patrol
budget to the Department of Transportation.

« Callsforal.5percent basesalary increase
for state employees. Estimated at $26.9 mil-
lion, including $13.5 million from general
fund.

* $112.7 million increase in spending for
Dept. of Social and Rehabilitation Services
“largely for caseload increases.”
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Committee meetings have been brief this
week. Here are some selected highlights for
selected committees:

Taxation: 63 hillsofferedtorepeal tax cred-
its and exemptions. Internet taxes will be re-
viewed. Reviewing Class-Clnheritancetaxes.

Agriculture: Bill tostoptheFederal Govern-
ment fromtreating prairiedogsasendangerec
Species.

Correctionsand JuvenileJustice: Bill intro-
ducedto createtwo morepri sonstoaccommo-
date overflow.

Commerce and Labor: Hearing with Lt.
Governor Moore, discussion of Sunday sales
of alcohal.

Rulesand Journal: Discussed joint ruleson
Tuesday specifically waystotighten our rules
to meet our deadlines and finish our work on
time.

Ethicsand Elections: Secretary of Statewill
appear today.

Utilities: Hearing from proponents on the
massi ve broadband bill.

Health: The committeewill bethefirst leg-
islative committee to experiment with
paperless technology. It isalso availablelive
on the internet at http://172.16.25.98: 1089
dailyfrom1:30t02:50. | chair thiscommittee
and hope to improve committee discussions
with the use of technology.

berry’s world

EDITOR'S NUTE: Jim Berry is on vacation. Please use this
classic cartoon, which was originally printed in 1995.
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