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commentary

from our viewpoint...

New plan Is good,
but takes too long

Gov. Kathleen Sebeliushas put forth onegood ideafor improv-
ing the state’ srevenue and boosting businessin Main Street Kan-
sas. Theonly problem is, it'll take four to five years to see any
money.

Thenew governor hasaskedtheL egidaturetochangethestate's
salestax law to makeit match other statesin definitionsof what's
taxable and other details. That's anecessity if states are going to
help each other collect salestax on Internet and catal og sales.

It's about time Internet sales were taxed. As it stands today,
Amazon.comandthehundredsof other Internet dealers, largeand
small, areprotected by federal law from stateand | ocal sal estaxes.

President Bush hasargued agai nst taxing such sal es, arguing that
it would curb the growth of the Internet and the spread of Internet
access. Bull.

But if growth of the Internet comes at the price of the health of
our existing retailers, what isthe benefit?

It'shard enough aready to makealiving on Main Street or out
inthestrip mall. Now they want to give another advantageto big-
money Internet firms?

Think of what that cando, in afew years, to thelocal economy,
thelocal job market and thelocal tax base.

Isitfair that whenyou go acrossthestreet tothehardwarestore,
you pay 5-7 percent sal estax (morein somestates), but whenyou
goto your computer and order the same merchandise, you don't?

Ask the owner of your hardware store what he thinks. He'sus-
ing the same Internet to order the same stuff, plus he has all the
expense of maintaining his store, stock and employeessoit’ll be
on hand when you needit.

Kansasactually hasalaw requiring peopleto pay “ compensat-
ing usetax” on anything bought out of state wherenotax ispaid.
Unlessit’ssomething big enoughto hit the state'sradar, likeacar,
though, it'salmost impossibleto collect. When wasthelast time
you ordered merchandiseand thenfiled ausetax return with Kan-
sas?

What thegovernor isasking hereisnot for any unfair advantage
for“ bricks-and-mortar” merchants. Shewantsalevel playingfield.
Shewantsto plug abig holein the state'stax collections.

Republicanleadersaresympathetic, but asHouse Speaker Doug
Mays points out, they can’t do much for Ms. Sebelius this year.
It'll takean act of Congress, asthey say, to solvethe problem, and
thereis much opposition to that. I1t’s fueled, as usual, by specia
interestswho areraking in big, tax-free bucks off the I nternet.

Good luck, governor. In the meantime, we' d better find some
other way to make money for the state. — Steve Haynes
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ADVANCES

The cats are now In control!

Catstotheright of me, catstotheleft of me.
| can’t get up.

Thecatshavetaken over my bed, the couch
and any other place | might want to lie, sit or
stand.

Accordingtothebook my childrengaveme
for Christmas, “ TheCompleteCat Book,” cats
liketo sleep in the warmest spot in the house,
and they like company.

That would explainwhy thereisalwaysone
sleeping on top of the heating vent in thedin-
ingroomand oneinthekitchen, andwhy there
arealwaystwo or threein my bed every night.

Thebook warnsthat if you don’t want your
cat to sleep with you, you' d better close the
door and not let it in even once.

| haven't figured out why anyonewoul d not
want their cat to sleep with them.

Cats are warm, furry and friendly — well
mostly friendly.

| lovehavingthecatssleepingwithus, even
if it means| can't move.

Most nights, | find oneunder the coversbe-
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forel arrive. He usually movesto the foot of
the bed about thetimel try to use himto keep
my cold feet warm.

Soon another will join usand occasionally
thethird. By thetimeStevegetsinbed, there's
amost noroomfor him, so hescootsthefurry
freeloaders around and takes over his three-
fourths of the mattress.

The catsdon't stay scooted. They are soon
bracketing us like quotation marks, and woe
bethehumanwho needstoget upinthemiddle
of thenight. They may only weigh 12 pounds
each, but that’s areally heavy dozen pounds
when you' remostly asleep.

Sunday, Stevewashedthebedding, including
theblankets. | grabbedablanket out of thedryer

withtheintention of remaking thebed. | didn’t
get any farther than theliving room couch.

The blanket was warm, | was sleepy, the
couchwasthere. And sowas| for thenext half
hour.

| feltadight disturbanceintheforce, butwas
toofar goneto notice.

Whenl awoke, | had MissMoally sitting next
tomy head; April Alice, her sworn enemy, on
my stomach; and KublaKhan, theonly guy of
thebunch, near my feet. | wassurrounded..

The disturbance was when the two femal es
got on the blanket at once. They hate each
other, but must havecalled atrucesothey coul o
bothtakeanap.

I lovenapsand sodo my furry friends. | saw
acartoon the other day that featured acat that
claimed that wakefulness was that annoying
time between naps.

Sotrue.

Sometimes| wish | could sleep ontop of the
covers and help bracket a pair of humans.
Wakefulnessisso annoying.

First day of session a little bumpy

Monday morning, Jan. 13, started alittle
bumpy for thefirst day of the Kansaslegisla-
tivesession.

My secretary calledinwiththefluand| was
juggling receptionduties, phonedutiesaswell
as putting the finishing touches on several
projectswhen the phonerang alittle before 9
am. A pleasant voice on the other end said:
“ThisisJoyceAllegrucci; did Governor-elect
Sebelius and you have an opportunity to visit
over theweekend?’

WEell, | waskind of taken back andimpressed
at thesametime. | acknowledgethat thegov-
ernor-elect and | had exchanged smileswhen
| attended the Family Fun Festival on Sunday
afternoonwithmy family. | waslisteningwith
my son asthe governor-elect read abook to a
roomful of childrenandtheir parents. | thought
she had bigger fish to see than me with all of
theinaugural festivitiesaround the state.

Joyce explained that governor-elect really
wanted to visit with meabout someissuesthat
would be coming beforethe Legidature over
the weekend. She surmised that a“real con-
versation” hadn’ t taken placebut promised that
they would makeit apriority oncetheinaugu-
ral festivitieswere completed.

Herel wasonthephonewiththepersonwho
ran Kathleen Sebelius' successful gubernato-
rial campaign and in less than three hours
would moveinto the position of being her ap-
pointment secretary. The appointment secre-
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tary isresponsiblefor all the appointmentsto
all theboardsand commissionsinK ansasgov-
ernment. She asked if | would give her my
thoughts on some of the applicants?

| told her that inthe eight years| have been
in the Senate, | had never been asked for an
opiniononany peopl ethat wereunder consid-
erationfor anappointment, but that | wouldbe
gladtoassist.

Shepaused, rather taken back, and surprised
by my statement. She went through some
namesof peoplethat livewithinmy districtand
somethat liveat theother end of thestate. The
appointmentsthat shewasworkingtofill were
for committeesthat wereunrelated to any that
| serveon. | gaveher my honest evaluationon
the people that | knew, we exchanged a few
pleasantries, sheemphasized that thedoorsto
all of the new administration’s offices were
open and that they wanted my thoughts and
ideason solving issuesfacing Kansans.

Many yearsagol listenedtoasermonwhere
theideabeing presented wasthat “ peace” was
not theabsenceof conflict or aceasing of hos-
tilities, but that “true peace” was* qui et good-
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ness,” atime when two people or groups of
peoplecometogether spiritually and abond of
trustisbuilt that leadsto productive, positive
acts.

Joyce's phone call serves as a wonderful
example of asmall thing that establishes the
groundwork for productive, positive acts. |
don’t know if my commentson the applicants
for appointments to these committees hel ped
her inmaking recommendations, butreally that
issecondary tothedoorsthat wereopened anc
the “quiet goodness’ that was shared during
and following our conversation.

| am looking forward to this session. The
dynamicswithinthegovernment arechanging.
Small, primarily imperceptiblechangesinthe
structure of government cannot continueto be
held together with duct tape. A discontinuous
change in the way government services are
delivered iscoming. Thetime hasn’t arrivec
yet, butitisgetting closer.

This"Tim Shallenburger for Governor” sup-
porter intendsto work with the new governor
in finding long-term solutions without com:-
promising my compassionate conservative
social and economic principles.

Pleasefeel freeto contact meonany issue. |
can bereached by writing to Sen. Stan Clark,
State Capitol-Room 449-N, Topeka, KS
66612; by calling 1-800-432-3924 or 785-296-
7399; by FAX at 801-457-9064; or by e-mail
at sclark@ink.org.

berry’s world

[~ EDITOR'S NOTE: Jim Berry is on vacation. Please use this
classic cartoon, which was originally printed in 1995.
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