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commentary

from other pens...

Doubts about Bush;
still trusted leader

Many Americansdon’t agreewith President Bush’spolicieson
the economy and other domestic issues and they’ re getting less
certainabout hislragpolicies, pollssuggest, but they likehim, they
trust himand they support hiseffortsto fight terrorism.

That iskeeping hisjob approval numbersinthe50s.

“It doesdtill relateto 9-11,” said Frank Newport, editor in chief
of theGalluppoll. “ They seehimasadecisivel eader tryingtomeet
the nation’'schallenges.”

Four-in-fiveinarecent Gallup poll said Bushiswillingto make
hard decisions, and almost that many described himasastrongand
decisiveleader. He scores high with the public on trust.

Thosegoodfeelingsthe publichasabout Bush personally could
hel p himwith growing challengeshefacesconvincingthemhehas
theright approach on Irag and on the economy.

“These are challenging times, there’s no doubt of that,” said
KarenHughes, Bush’sconfidant wholeft theWhiteHouselast year
toreturnto Texas, but intendsto be asenior adviser onhisre-elec-
tioncampaign. “ That' soneof thethingsthat thepresidentisgoing
totalk about in his State of the Union.”

Hespeakstothenation Tuesday inthe Stateof theUnionaddress.

“The president has an opportunity to do two thingsthat are nec-
essary for thewell-being of hisadministration,” saidAndrew K ohut,
director of the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press.

“Oneistomakethecaseonirag,” hesaid. “Itwouldbegoodfor
him to improve confidence in the American public about the fu-
turedirection of theeconomy and hi sstewardship of theeconomy.”

Bush’sjobapproval wasat 59 percentinaCBS-New York Times
poll, 58 percentinthe Pew poll and 54 percentinanew NBC-Wall
Street Journal poll, all released Thursday. Several other pollshave
shownBush'sapproval ratinginthe50s, still rel atively healthy but
downfrom the 90 percent level sit reached after Sept. 11.

“I think that’ svery strong support both by historical standardsand
given thefact he did comethrough such aclose el ection,” Hughes
saidtoday on NBC's* Today.”

Whileapproval of hishandling of the campaign against terror-
ism remains high, the number of peoplewho approve of hishan-
dling of foreign policy washalf inthe NBC-WSJpoll.

Thenumber who approve of hiseconomic policy hasfallen be-
low half in several different polls. Pollsters have suggested any
policy connected with Bush got increased support because of an
extended rally effect after the horror of theterrorist attacks.

While the public’s bond with Bush personally remains, their
enthusiasm for hispoliciesisgradually waning.

Thepublic’'sfavorableratingshave held up since Sept. 11, said
political analyst Stuart Rothenberg “They like him, trust him and
think he' sadecent person,” said Rothenberg.

Hesaid theWhite Houseisclearly on the defensive now.

“But given thefour-year political cycle, if you' regoing to step
inahole, thisisanall righttimetodoit,” hesaid.

Bush's approval rating contrasts with growing fears about the
economy, said Gallup’s Newport.

“Hisaverage approval last year wasinthe 70s,” Newport said.
“Looking at theseratings, itisadrop, but look at the averagerat-
ingsfor presidents,” which areinthemid-50s.

Newport said Bushwould be indifficulty if hisapproval rating
dropsto 29 percent, like hisfather’sdid in the summer of 1992.

It'snot clear if Bush's personal popularity and his handling of
the campaign on terrorism will withstand the doubts on the
economy and foreign policy, especially thewar on terror.

“Peopleareworried about both of theseprablems,” K ohut said.
“And many don'’t seesignsof improvement.”

EDITOR SNOTE—WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for
TheAssociated Press.
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I’m becomi

| don’t know about you, but | (aswell asoth-
ers) am becoming alarmed at the increase of
obesity in our country - especially among our
young people.

| am concerned for their health as normal
aging putsinchesontheir girth.

Of course there are many exceptions, par-
ticularly among the youth who participate in
sports.

Too bad so many of us have allowed those
activeyearsto passall too soon, and we show
it!

Thetwentieth century hasseentheincrease
infat and sugar consumptioninour country as
never before. Coupled with the labor-saving
deviceswecraveand canaffordtoown, weare
just not doing enough to warrant the food we
consume.

| often tell peoplethat | don’t eat too much
—ljustexercisetoolittle. | dovery littlephysi-
cal activity, eventhoughevery year (and some-
times monthly) | swear to myself that | will
change my poor habits. But not declaring it
aloud to anyone beliesmy resolve. If | don't
tell anyone, there'sno oneto beratemewhen |
fail - again!

Lately | wasgiven alittle hopefor al of us
though.

In reading the book Ragtime by E.L.
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Doctorow, hetellsof thetimeTaft movedinto
theWhiteHouse. Americamust havehad some
pretty bad habitsthen too, or at least therich
of Americadid.

Doctorow writes:

“ A momentouschangewascomingover the
United States. There was a new President,
William Howard Taft, and he took office
weighing three hundred and thirty-two
pounds.All over thecountrymen begantolook
at themselves.

“They were used to drinking great quanti-
tiesof beer. They customarily devouredloaves
of bread and ate prodigiously of the sausage
meats of poured offal that lay on the lunch
counters of the saloons. The august Pierpont
M organ would routinely consume seven-and
eight-coursedinners.

“Heatebreakfastsof steaksand chops, eggs,
pancakes, broiled fish, rollsand butter, fresh
fruitand cream. Theconsumption of foodwas
asacrament of success. A man who carried a
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great stomach before himwasthoughttobein
hisprime. Womenwent into hospitalstodieof
burst bladders, collapsed lungs, overtaxec
hearts and meningitis of the spine.

“All thisbegan to change when Taft moved
into theWhiteHouse. He accession to the one
mythic office in the American imaginations
weighed everyonedown. Hisgreat figureim-
mediately expressed the apotheosis of that
styleof man. Thereafter fashionwould gothe
other way and only poor people would be
stout.”

It sounds like the people got the message
after having to seetheenormity of their presi-
dent and the enormity of the problem. Mayhbe
it'sagood lesson for ustoday. Fast foods anc
lounging beforethe TV are habits we need tc
break. We need to learn to cook for oursel ves
again.

Parents need to stop asking their children
what they want to eat and put food that isgood
for them onthetable. Having thejoy of family
time together around the table (once the bad
habitsareeliminated) will beasecondary ben-
efit.

And believe me, you’'ll missthat together-
nessoncethechildrengrow upandleavehome.
Atleast that’smy opinion. | don’t know about
yours.

Bush advances ‘color blind’ society

When it comes to advancing Dr. Martin
Luther King's goal of a colorblind America,
President Bush is ahead of the Democratic
Party, even if most African-Americans don’t
appreciateit.

Bush's opposition to quota-based affirma-
tive action programs at the University of
Michigan — combined with his high-level
minority appointments — clearly move the
country toward aday when people arejudged
(inDr.King'sfamouswords) “ not by thecol or
of their skin, but thecontent of their character.”

Democrats, on the other hand, consistently
support preferencesbased onrace— perpetu-
ating race-consciousness— and increasingly
use race baiting as a political tactic against
Republicans.

African-Americansprefer Democratic can-
didates over Republicans by a90-10 margin,
but Demacratsact asthoughthey fear that Bush
might cut into that basevote.

Whileopposingracial preferencesinMichi-
gan and earlier in Texas, Bush has advocated
alternativestepstopromotediversity that seem
towork. And hisappointment of two African-
Americans, Secretary of State Colin Powell
and National Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice, tohisadministration’stopforeignpolicy
positions sends an unmistakable signal that
Bush believesin merit selection opentoall.

ItisDemocrats who are constantly playing
“the race card.” They portrayed the 2000
Floridaballot-counting debacle — which oc-
curred even in upscale, Democrat-controlled
counties— asasystematic GOPeffort to“ dis-
enfranchise” blacks.

No Democrat criticized the National
Aassociationfor theAdvancement of Colored
People’s outrageous ad that year likening
Bush'srefusal tosupportanew hatecrimeslaw
inTexastothebrutal murder of African-Ameri-
can JamesByrd.

Last year, even though the White House
hel ped oust then-SenateM gjority L eader Trent
Lott (R-Miss.) after he praised former Sen.
StromThurmond's(R-S.C.) 1948 segregation-
ist presidential campaign, Democraticleaders
systematically portrayed the GOP asbigoted.

As Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-N.Y.)
put it, “ If anyone thinks that one person step-
pingdownfromaleadership position cleanses
the Republican Party of their constant exploi-
tation of race, then | think you' re naive.”

Clinton and other Democrats al so repeated
stories—whichhaveprovedfa se—that GOP
candidates used the Confederate flag as a
themeinwinning Southern Senate and gover-
norship races|ast year.

Democratsarecurrently accusing Bushand
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hisconservative5th Circuit U.S. Court of Ap-
peals nominee, Charles Pickering, of being
“hostiletocivil rights” eventhough Pickering
oncefoughttheKuKIlux Klanand hasthesup-
port of most Mississippi black leaders.

And, of course, Democrats are saying that
Bush’s opposition to the University of
Michigan’ saffirmativeaction programsprove
that he is opposed to helping minorities
achieveequality.

Even though some Democrats say they op-
pose“ quotas’ inaffirmativeaction, infactthe
Michigan programs aim to ensure that a pre-
set percentage of studentsareblack, Hispanic
or American|ndianand createpreferencesfor
thosegroups.

AsBushsaid, correctly, “ Quotasystemsthat
use race to include or exclude people from
higher education are divisive, unfair and im-
possibleto squarewith the Constitution.”

It'sinherently unfair to giveapreferenceto
thechild of awell-to-doblack professional and
deny aplacetoaworking-classwhitewhomay
have surmounted hardshipsto get to college.

Whereracial preferences exist, even well-
qualified minorities are assumed to be “ affir-
mativeactionbabies’ andtheir achievements
are derogated. L ess-qualified students often
fail academically, experienceresentment and
blametheir lack of successonracial prejudice.

Theresultisthat programsmeant toencour-
age greater interracial understanding— and,
ultimately, a color-blind America— end up
fostering racial divisiveness.

Still, asBush noted, ethnic diversity isale-
gitimate value to be pursued in academia. In
Texas, hefostered it by promoting aprogram
whereby the top 10 percent of every high
school classwaseligiblefor admissiontostate
universities.

Such programs seem to beworking, too, in
Cdliforniaand Florida, other stateswheretra-
ditiond affirmativeactionprogramshavebeen
outlawed.

Such steps beliethe Democratic character-
ization of Bush as hostile to minorities, but
Bush needsto do moreto ensurethat minority
individuals can advance — notably, quit cut-
ting back on funding for public education re-
formand collegeaid.

Bush also needs to vigorously prosecute
civil rightslaw violationsand goout of hisway

to cultivate black support the way he has
among Hispanics.

Oneanalyst, David Bositisof the Joint Cen-
ter for Political and Economic Studies, says
Bush’'sMichigandecisionislikely tohurthim
among Hispanics, whofavor affirmativeaction
by amargin of 80 percent to 15 percentinare-
cent studly.

But another Center study last fall suggests
thedamagewill bemarginal. The study asked
whites, blacks and Hispanics if they agreed
with the statement “we should make every
possible effort to improve the conditions for
blacksand other minorities.”

Huge majorities — 63 percent of whites,
74.5 percent of blacks and 80 percent of His-
panics— saidthey agreedwiththegenera idec
of aiding minorities. But support fell off pre-
cipitously when the Center added the words
“evenif it meansgiving them preferred treat-
ment.”

Only 29 percent of whitesagreed, 57.2 per-
cent of blacksandjust 48.2 percent of Hispan-
ics.

There'slittle question that disadvantagec
minoritiesneed government hel pto overcome
discrimination and achieve the American
dream. Bushand Republicansoughttodomore
tohelpthem, but Democratsought toquit play-
ingracial palitics.

Morton Kondrackeisexecutiveeditor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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