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Water level shows dramatic drop

WICHITA (AP) — Well-water
level sthroughout drought-plagued
western Kansas dropped at twice
normal rate in the last year, with
parts of the dwindling Ogallala
Aquifer falling asmuch as 12 feet,
accordingtotestsconducted by the
Kansas Geol ogical Survey.

Inatypical year, well-water lev-
elsdrop from afew inchesin parts
of the northwest to afew feet in
west-central Kansas. In the south-
west part of the state, water levels
typically dropthreetofivefeet, and
occasionally six feet, in normal
years.

The drawdown varied through-
out theregion, but generally it was
double those numbers, said Rick
Miller, chief of the survey’sexplo-
ration services.

Southwest Kansas— among the
area hardest hit by drought — saw
water levelsin the aquifer fall 12
feet or more, Miller said.

“Water |evelsaredropping faster
inthe southwest, but they have the
greatest amount of saturated thick-
ness (of the aquifer) in general,”
Miller said. “ They have more wa-
ter towork with.”

The Ogallala stretches from
northern Texasto South Dakotaand

County offers
to pay for sorting
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cominginforlessthan3,000tons,”
Tiede said. “I don't see it happen-
Ing.”

“Weareall Sherman County resi-
dents,” said John Garcia, “and we
needtofindaway tokeepthisinthe
county, and the best solutionto the
sorting problem isto put it in the
hands of the county.

“The city doesn’'t want to keep
this no matter what,” he said. “We
can’t speak for them, but think itis
not good to take the money out of
the state. The residents are athe
mercy of the city and county.”

Rasure thanked the audience
membersfor their comments.“ This
isapeopleissue and affects all of
us.”

“No matter what we decide
somebody isgoing to beunhappy,”
Commissioner Chuck Thomassaid.

Rasuresaid hefelt thecounty tak-
ing over the collection system
would work and that the county
could makeit efficient, but hethen
suggested a counter proposal.

Based onthequestionfromHurd
atthepublicforum, Rasuresaidthe
county would employeethepeople
to separatethetrash, and absorbthe
cost.

As part of that he proposed that
thecity consider establishingacol-
lection point where citizens could
bring small items like toasters and
small piecesof woodtoget themout
of theregular dumpsters.

He also proposed that the city
implement a special construction
and demolition feeto be part of the
building permit process. The fee
would cover the cost of a special
dumpster for handling the debris
fromthebuilding project, andif the
person handled this material with-
out using the special dumpster the
fee could berefunded.

“That is all on the city side,”
Tiedesaid.“ Itwouldbeahelptous.
| think wecan hireanother sorter as
long asthetrashremainsreasonably
cleanasitisnow.”

“I'm all new to this,” Thomas
said, “but | think that isa good al-
ternative.

“1 believe the main problem is
that the collection system is not
compatible with what has to be
sorted under the small arid landfill
regulations,” Way said.

Kevin suggested the county de-
velopaformal letter tothecity lay-
ing out thedetail sof thecounty pro-
posal.

Themainfeaturesof theproposal
Rasurelisted

* That thecity keepthecollection
system asitisnow.

« The county would hireand pay
for the extra sorting help at the
transfer station.

* The city would help keep the
small construction and demolition
materials out of the waste stream,
and add a special construction
dumpster feeto their building per-
mit process.

These points are to be presented
inaformal letter tothecity commis-
sionerswho are expected to hear a
proposal from U.S. Waste Indus-
tries of Colorado Springs at their
meeting on Monday, Feb. 3.

“1 want to compliment Daniels,
Reid and Garciafor their help and
their proposal,” Rasure said. “I
think itisagood proposal.

“With the state cuts we need to
find ways to work together,” he
said.“Nowitiseverybody’sissue.”

isamgjor source of water on the
High Plains. Rural irrigation in
western Kansas has been drawing
water from the aquifer faster than

termsof water available.”

Those counties showing the
greatest amount of well-water
drawdownwereHaskell, Gray and

ferwherewater isinshorter supply.

“Itisnotthefirst drought that has
comealong, anditwon’t bethelast
drought,” Bossert said. “While it
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nature canreplaceit.
“If the recharge rate is a few
inches ayear, and you losefiveto

Finney counties, Miller said.
Wayne Bossert, director of
Groundwater District No. 4 in

certainly focuseseveryone' satten-
tiononthings, itdoesn’t meanwhat
ishappening now iswrong or inad-

GaryD. Lucas, C.C.A.
Independent Sales
Representative for

Pioneer® brand products

10feetayear, itispretty basicmath
at that point,” Miller said. “We
burnt two yearsin onelast year in

Colby, saidthestateismanagingthe
depletion by stricter management
of “highpriority” areasof theaqui-

equate.”
Every January, water specialists
measure water levelsin morethan
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DIGITAL

Tom Hanks &
Leonaro DiCaprio

Nightly 7:00

No Sunday Matinee
Movie Bucks Make Great Gifts!

Sherman

CatcH ME IF You CaN

PG-13: Some sexual content;

A brief language.
Q www.goodlandnet.com/movies 1203 Main — Phone 899-6103

Bring this AD to the
theatre for $1 OFF on a
drinks
EXP. 12/31/03

large popcorn & 2 med.

OLE GURN'S

BOOT & SHOE REPAIR

OF COLBY, KANSAS

is in Goodland Every Monday.
9:30 to 4777
North side of Cowboy Loop.
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fromM & M Gravel

Great for driveways, aong feed bunks, around cattle
tanks and chutes and inside storage buildings.

Call Jeff or Tyler Henderson
for delivery
Home: 785-899-5815
Jeff: 785-821-0084
Tyler: 785-821-1075

Still priced at only $9.00/ton
delivered within 10 miles of Goodland!

Farm House for PN
Rent ICF j',':l

Commercial Property on Rose Ave.
For Rent or Sale

Commercial Property on East
Hwy. 24 Clark Auto
For Rent or Sale
2 Large Steel Buildings - 3 offices, 1 show
room, heat & air conditioner with shops
For Rent or Sale

Also - Near New Steel Building 48 X 100 ft.
will make good storage or can be used for a
business
For Rent or Sale
Call for more details:
303-618-7711 Cell
719-346-8779 Office
719-346-5407 Home

Taco John’s
Specials

Cheese Quesadilla
$1.79
Chicken Quesadilla
$2.29

2304 Commerce Rd
Goodland, Kan.
899-3733

AANAA
TACO JOHMS

A WHOLE LOT OF MEXICAN.

LUCAS SEED CO. .G comn

Goodland, Kan. 785-899-3330+ Mobile 785-821-1596

Health Fair 2003

Saturday, February 1
Goodland Activities Center
808 Main » 785-899-7242

500 wells.

Sponsors of the Health Fair Include:

Goodland Activities Center « Goodland Regional Medical Center « Golden Chiropractic
 Eagle Med * Goodland Daily News ¢ Goodland net.com « High Plains Mental Health
» KLOE/KKCI/KWGB ¢ Eagle Communications ¢ Lincare ¢
» KansasState University Research and Extension
» Northwest Kansas EMS « Northwest Kansas Family Shelter
» American Cancer Society * Regional Prevention Center
* Rural Health Ventures « Sherman County Health Department ¢ Topside Lions

Screenings and services: Blood pressure,

Oxygen saturation, height and weight, scoliosis and posture,
vision, hearing, blood profiles (done prior to health fair)
colorectal screening kits, vial of life containers, osteoporosis
screening for a small fee.

Topside Lions will sponsor the Kansas Lions Screening Bus.
Hearing and Visual Acuity screening will be done at no charge.
(Weather permitting) Osteoporosis Services from Topeka Kansas
will offer an osteoporosis screening for a $15 fee.

Services Provided:

The Goodland Police Department will be doing the
IDENT-A-KID from 8 to 11 a.m. during the fair.
The ldent-a-kid process:

 Any child under 18 years of age, accompanied by a parent/
guardian.
» Thumbprint is placed on ldent-a-kid card.
< Digital photograph is taken, printed and placed upon Ident-a-kid
card.
« Card is given to parent or guardian for safe storage.
« Police DO NOT keep any prints or photos.

Advertising in the Goodland Daily Newsreally pays off.
John Pope, Peoples State Bank, Goodland, Kan.

“We have four locations in Northwest
Kansas. This has been the best turn out of
all of our grand openings to date.
Advertising in the Goodland Daily News
really pays off.”

Call Bill or Eric

.' 899-2338

Goodland Daily News  TheCountry Adoct

1205 Main « Goodland, Kan. 67735 « 785-899-2338




