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commentary

from other pens...

Controversy sparks
debate on state board

TheGarden City Telegram on State Boar d of Education:

The State Board of Education needed only seconds to create
controversy and set atone for the next two years, which should
spark legidlative debate over the board' sfuture.

Ittook two daysjust to nameachairperson, thentwo moredays
to sign off on awaiver so the Topeka school district could hirea
Spani sh-speaking teacher for its Parents at Teachers program.

Not surprisingly, Connie Morrisopposed thewaiver that would
allow a PAT educator to work without achieving the required 60
collegecredit hours...

Morris plansto champion her cause of barring children of ille-
gal immigrantsfrom attending public school. She contended par-
ticipants who need Spani sh-speaking tutorsfor the PAT program
must beillegal immigrants...

Fortunately, the board saw the obvious need facing the Topeka
district and approved the waiver. But its shenanigansin the first
week of meetings send atroubling signal to Kansans.

Some lawmakers have previously lobbied for a Constitutional
amendment to disband the board and createacabinet-level educa-
tion department in the executive branch...

A cabinet-level position in the governor’s office would be bet-
ter suited to manage the state’s educational system. A secretary
trained in education ispreferable to the politicized board we now
endure.

Thefocus should be on education. These board members seem
moreintent on pushing their own social and political agenda.

Andthey’ll doit at the educational expenseof Kansaschildren.
TheTopeka Capital Journal on Sebelius:

In her state of the state address on Wednesday, Gov. Kathleen
Sebeliustalked of morethan the state budget. Tucked amid all the
dollars-and-cents talk, she made a pleafor Kansansto get more
involved in their communities, their neighborhoods “and each
other.”...

A big part of that quality of lifeis citizen involvement, which
she described as including “voting, joining civic clubs, going to
church, mentoring achild, and evenjust socializingtogether.” All
of that, shesaid, makesfor healthier, better-educated children, safer
neighborhoods and happier people.

“Andintoday’suncertainworld, oneof themost effectivestrat-
egiesfor Homeland Security i storeconnect peopleto each other,”
Sebeliussaid. “How much moredifficult wouldit befor thosewho
wish us harm to plot and act if people lived in tightly knit, inter-
connected hometowns, where people knew their neighbors and
took aninterest in each other?’

She'sright. Kansansareavery caring, giving people. Just look
at how they came together during the holiday season to help the
lessfortunate...

I nvolvement forgesaconnecti on between peopl e, and out of that
growsasenseof belonging.

“1 call onall Kansans— all of ustogether — to renew our com-
mitment to our communities,” Sebeliussaid. “ Over the next four
years, | would likefor usto experiencearebirthin civicinvolve-
ment and arediscovery of thevalue of service.”

It'sacall al of usshould answer.
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LISTEN, SADDAM — IF YOU WANT TO GAVE
YOUR SKIN YOULL COMPLY WITH ALL UN.
REGOLUTIONS, ALLOW INSPECTORS BACK IN
AND PROMIGE. NOT TO DEVELOP
WEAPONG OF MAGS DESTRUCTION..
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Withabortionrightssupporter Kathleen Se-
belius in the governor’s office, abortion foes
haverevised their legidlative agenda.

Their top priority thisyear isabill to estab-
lish minimum health and safety standardsfor
clinics, and they hope Sebeliusmight signiit.

Abortion opponents describe their clinic
regulation proposal asapublichealthmeasure,
butthey’ Il haveto overcomeskepticism about
their motivesfromtheabortionrightsactivists
who are likely to be influential with the new
Democratic governor.

“Where' sthelinebetween protecting safety
and harassment?’ said Rep. Paul Davis, D-
Lawrence, an abortion rights supporter. “1'm
not surewherethat lineis.”

Anti-abortion activists generally view the
state’ sabortionlaw aspermissive, evengiven
U.S. Supreme Court rulings that limit how
states can restrict the procedure.

TheK ansasl|aw guaranteesawoman’ sright
to the procedure until the fetus can survive
outside the womb. A woman must receive a
bookl et withinformation about fetal devel op-
ment andtheri sk of abortion procedures, how-
ever, and must wait eight hours before under-
going an abortion.

Thelaw saysaminor who seeksan abortion
must inform a parent or guardian first, but it
allows courts to waive the requirement, and
abortion foes say other loopholes greatly
weaken the notification provisions.

Kansas law also bans late-term abortions
except whenawoman'slifeisindanger or she
wouldsufferirreparableharmtoheath by car-
rying apregnancy toterm.

However, aconflicting provision on a spe-
cific procedure, identified as “partial-birth”
abortion, permits that single method to pre-
serveawoman’smental health. Abortionrights

.. THAT SHOULD BUY YOU ENOUGH
TIME TO BUILD YOUR NUKES AND
THEN YOU CAN BREAK YOUR
PROMISES WITH IMPUNITY - JUST
LIKE WE

DID.
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advocates say the mental health exception
must apply to all late-term procedures to be
constitutional; abortion foesdisagree.

When he took office in 1995, Gov. Bill
Gravestriedtoavoidbeingidentifiedwithei-
ther side. But during hiseight years, abortion
opponentscametoview himashostiletotheir
cause.

Last year, abortion opponents pursued
changesintheparental notificationlaw, aclinic
regulation measure and even abill to create a
“Choose Life" license plate, the proceeds of
whichwould havefinanced adoption efforts.

Anti-abortionactivistshadlittledoubt about
where Sebeliusstood when sheranfor gover-
nor last year.

AsaKansasHouse member, shewasarchi-
tect in 1992 of the language guaranteeing a
woman'’s right to abortion through most of a
pregnancy and opposed what restrictionsthe
law contains. In 1990, shevoted in favor of a
proposal to permit taxpayer-financed abor-
tions.

YetKansansfor Life, thestate' slargest anti-
abortion group, still hopesit can persuade her
tosignaclinicregulationbill.

“Thisisan excellent bill to reach common
ground,” said Kathy Ostrowski, thegroup'sleg-
islativedirector. “I1t’sanevol ution: How doyou
assist citizensfaced with crisis pregnancies?’

L ast year, theHouseapprovedaclinicregu-
lationbill, butit diedwithout avoteinthe Sen-
ate.

That measure would have required eact
abortionprovidertoretainalicensed physiciar
as amedical director, make sure a nurse was
present when apatient wasexamined and have
anurseor physician assi stant monitor patients
until they aredischarged.

Clinicsalso would have had to have life sup-
port systemsand equi pment for reviving patients

Abortionopponentsarguethat without suck
abill, Kansanshavetofilecivil lawsuitsagaing
doctors— after aninjury or death hasoccurrec
— to set standardsfor abortion clinics.

“There' smore state oversight of veterinary
clinicsin Kansas than abortion clinics,” saic
Mary Kay Culp, Kansansfor Life' sexecutive
director.

Abortionrightssupporters, of course, dispute
Culp’s assertions and others by anti-abortior
activigtsthat abortionislesssafethanadvertised
For example, abortion rights lobbyist Barbare
Holzmark said she became an activist after be:
ing impressed by the cleanliness and patien
treatment at a Planned Parenthood clinic.

Holzmark and other abortionrightssupport-
ersare suspiciousof clinic regulation propos-
alsbecausethey focuson abortion providers.

“ Aretherenot problemssomeonemight see
inany surgery?’ said Carla Mahany, another
abortionrightslobbyist. “Wecall themtargetec
regulations against abortion providers.”

Sebeliustried to avoid theissue of abortior
during her campai gnasshesought supportfrom
some Republicans and conservative Demo-
crats. Shepromised not to seek any legislation.

But shemay havetodeal withtheissueany-
way, if abortionfoesare successful onaclinic
regulation bill.

EDITOR SNOTE: Correspondent Johr
Hanna hascovered stategover nment and poli-
ticsfor the Associated Presssince 1987.

Busy first week of the session in Topeka

Health Midwest | ssue

OnThursday, theKansasL egislature heard
testimony from Attorney General Phill Kline
regardingthecontrol of proceedsfromthesale
of Health Midwest (anot-for-profit organiza-
tionworth an estimated $700 millionNET) to
Hospital Corporation of America, or HCA.

Kansasand Missouri bothfiled suittoensure
the proceeds from the sale went to charitable
foundationsineach stateto providehealthcare
for the needy. Health Midwest and Missouri
settled their suit in alate night deal Tuesday
(21st) that givesMissouri control of 90 percent
of theproceeds, withtheremaining 10 percent
to be used in Kansas despite the fact that 15-
25 percent of the assetsbelong to Kansas.

Effectively, Kansashasbeenexcludedfrom
any control of the proceedsthrough thisdeal.
Kansas Attorney General Phill Kline sought
and received atemporary restraining order on
theproceedsfrom K ansasassets. Toassisthim
ingaining control of our assetstheHouseand
the Senate passed legislation (SB 44) Thurs-
day andtheGovernor signedonFriday “ emer-
gency legidation.”

Thelegidlation created afoundation to ad-
minister proceedsfromthesaleof HealthMid-
west to HCA. Furthermore, it providesfor a
board of 18, serving 3-year terms, al being
residentsof theareathatisserved by thechari-
tablehospital. Fiveareappointed by theGov-
ernor, 5by theAttorney General, 3by the Sen-
ate President, 3 by the Speaker, and 1 each by
theMinority Leader of boththe Senateandthe
House. Thisfoundationisintended tofinance
charitable healthcarein Wyandotte, Johnson,
andAllen counties.

Broadband Deregulation

Accordingto SBC (SouthwesternBell Tele-
phone), their willingnesstodepl oy high-speed
I nternet servicesacrossthestatedependsonthe
fate of HB 2019. The President of SBC feels
that price regulation proposed by the KCC
would discourage the company from extend-
ing its broadband service to smaller commu-
nities. According to opponents of the bill,
(many local and national telecommunications
companies) SBC could still provide service
whilebeing regulated.

In effect, the bill would remove the KCC
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from any oversight, thus allowing SBC mar-
ket control over DSL service. With or without
thehill, cable can continueto competeinthis
market.

Currently, SBC hasto sharetheir voicenet-
work with other phonecompanies. TheKCC
ruledthat they haveto sharedataal so. Passage
of thishill would remove the requirement to
share.

DriversLicensesfor Illegal Aliens

The Judiciary Committee will be having
hearingson HB 2039, apossibly controversial
piece of legislation. Passagewould allow un-
documented immigrants (who pass required
tests) toobtainadriver’slicenseusingfedera
tax id numbers.

Fiscal Year 2003 Budget Recision

The Appropriations Committee passed
Governor Sebdlius' recisionbill (HB 2026) for
Fiscal Year 2003 on Friday morning. The
House of Representatives should debate the
bill on Wednesday or Thursday of thisweek.
Thehill cutsspendinginthecurrentfiscal year
ending June 30. It also restores some budget
cutsby Governor Gravesto educationand so-
cial services.

Other items:
Correctionsand Juvenile Justice:

Will be reviewing Sentencing Guidelines.
Possible alternative sentencing for drug of-
fensescouldbeacontroversial issuethisyear.

Education:

Legidation has been introduced to reform
teacher tenure by eliminating the hearing of -
ficer and going straight to District Court. It
considersallowingdistrictstorenegotiatecon-
tracts for teachers and administrators when
their budgetsarecut.

Ethicsand Election:

Considering ahill to tighten recall petition
standardsfor school board members. Associa-
tionof Broadcastershasrequested areview of
the Open MeetingsAct in light of Governor

Sebelius' transitionmeetings.
Higher Education:

Receiving briefings from Regents I nstitu-
tions, Vocational Technical Schoolsand Com-
munity Colleges.

Insurance:

Themost controversia issuefor theyear will
becredit scoringforinsurancerates. Currently
thecommitteeisconsideringforeignlanguage
insurance contracts, mandates for contracep-
tives and mandates for coverage of care dur-
ingclinical trias.

Thissessionislookingtobeagood one. We
are getting our work done quickly and coop-
eratively. | hope thingswill continue rapidly,
efficiently and in away that improvesthefu-
turefor all of Kansas.

Please contact me with your concerns and
questions. Email me(jmorriso@ink.org) ifyou
wishtobeaddedtoamailinglistthat | will start
usinginaweek or so.
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: I.?'ﬁ ® to the editor
Adeepthankyou

| amwritingto convey my deepest apprecia
tion for support shown to my son, Jordar
Anderson. Your support has been an amazing
bright spot for him (and his parents).

| believeittakeacommunity toraiseachild
That community includesour schools. Wede
sire our children to be safe. All play aroleir
maintaining that safety. Thisresponsibility i
many timesaburden.

Thank you, everyone. I'm aware the deci-
sionsmadedid not comeeasily, nor werethey
taken lightly. Life lessons have been learnec
by many — parents, students, teachers anc
administratorsalike.

ShawnaAnderson

Hays



