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More Inspections needed by U.N. In Irag

U.N., from Page 1

now in place, barring exceptional
circumstancesand providedthereis
sustai ned proactive cooperation by
Iraq, we should be able within the
next few monthstoprovidecredible
assurance that Iraq has no nuclear
Weapons program.

“These few months would be a
valuable investment in peace be-
cause it could help avoid a war,”
ElBaradei told the Security Coun-
cil.

Inatoughly-worded assessment
of Iraq’'s cooperation with 60 days
of inspections, Blix, head of the
U.N. Monitoring, Verification and
I nspection Commission, chidedthe
Iragis for failing to cooperate on
substance*‘ inorder tobringthedis-
armament task to completion,
through the peaceful processof in-
spection, and to bring the monitor-
ing task onafirm course.”

Sofar, hesaid: ** Iraqappearsnot
to have come to a genuine accep-
tance, not even today, of the disar-
mament that was demanded of it.”

Hedid not specifically call for more
timebut madeclear that hisinspec-
tors have only just begun their
work.

Both Blix and ElBaradei com-
plainedthat | raqi scientistswerenot
submitting to private interviews.
But EIBaradel said the Iragiswere
cooperatingwith hisquestionsand
said the process shouldn’t be ham-
pered by deadlines.

Under Security Council Resolu-
tion 1441, crafted by Washington
and adopted by anunanimouscoun-
cil in November, inspectors don’t
need to provelragisrearming.

Any false statements or omis-
sionsin Irag’s arms declaration,
coupled with afailure to comply
with and cooperate fully in the
implementation of the resolution,
would place Baghdad in*‘ material
breach” of itsobligations—afind-
ingthat could openthedoor for war.

M ost of the Security Council be-
lieves that's a determination they
must makebased ontheinspectors
assessments. The 15 members of
the Security Council will reconvene

Wednesday, a day after President
Bushdeliversthe Stateof theUnion
address, to discuss the inspectors’
reportsand begindebateonlrag. In
the meantime, Blix and ElBaradei
will update the council again on
Feb. 14.

Blix said three questionsremain
unanswered:

—How much illicit weapons
material might remain undeclared
and intact from before the Persian
Gulf War in 1991 and possible
thereafter.

—What, if anythingwasillegally
procured or produced.

—Howtheworld canprevent any
weapons of mass destruction from
being produced or procured in the
future.

Henoted that Iraq's 12,000 page
arms declaration contained little
morethan old material inthe areas
of chemical andbiological weapons
and said his teams now believe
Iraq’'sclaimsthat it wasunsuccess-
ful in producing the VX nerve
agent, were untrue. " Therearein-
dications that the agent was

weaponized,” Blix said. Inspectors
haveal so discovered amustard gas
precursor during recent inspec-
tions.

Onbiological weapons, Blix said
Iraq had failed to produce ‘‘ con-
vincing evidence’ that it unilater-
ally destroyeditsanthrax stockpiles
and that there are indications that
Iraq could have had larger quanti-
tiesthanit reported to inspectors.

ElBaradei said histeamshad con-
cluded that aluminum tubes Iraq
hadtriedtoimport wereearmarked
for missile programs and not for a
nuclear program, as the Bush ad-
ministration claimed last fall. But
hesaidtheinvestigation continued.

Iragi ForeignMinister Ngji Sabri
said that his nation has cooperated
fully with weaponsinspectors and
he accused the United States and
Britain of setting the stage for an
unjustified attack.

He said accusations against Iraq
by U.S. officialswere ‘all liesto
hide America’s true intentions”
which he said were to take control
of hisnation’soil resourcesand pro-

tect'* America'sinterestsin|sragl.”

Despiteassurancesfrom|ragthat
it would encourageits scientiststo
submit to private interviews, no
such interviews have taken place
and Baghdad continuestoblockin-
spectors from using a U-2 recon-
nai ssance planethat could behelp-
ful inthe hunt for weapons of mass
destruction.

Blix noted that Irag had provided
new information “in the fields of
missiles and biotechnology,” and
said hewould ask the Iragisto stop
testsof two typesof missileswhile
inspectors determine their actual
range and capabilities.

The 74-year-old Swedish disar-
mament expert also said thousands
of documents found hidden in the
home of an Iragi scientist, plus an
air force document supplied by the
Iragis” showthat Irag needstomake
more effort to show that its decla-
rationiscurrently accurate.”

OutsideU.N. headguarters, more
than 100 protesters demonstrated
against apossiblewar inlrag, chant-
ing “ people united stop thewar.”

Earlier Monday, the inspectors
won key support for continued in-
spections from U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan.

“They shouldbegiventhetimeto
dotheirwork andall of us, thecoun-
cil and the assembly, must realize
that time will be necessary, area-
sonable amount of time, I’m not
saying forever, but they do neec
time to get their work done and |
suspect the council will allow that
tobedone,” Annantold reporters.

Annan said heremained hopeful
that Iraq could be disarmed peace-
fully and he praised Blix anc
ElBaradei, whom hecalled “ deter-
mined and independent-minded.”

The White House reacted with
skepticism.

“When people say give them
more time, the more time they get
the more time they get the run-
around,” White House spokesman
Ari Fleischer said.

In Brussels, Belgium, the Euro-
pean Union on Monday urged
Baghdad to cooperate more fully
with United Nationsinspectors.

Israel tightens security before national elections

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

JERUSALEM — Israeli security
forces today barred Palestinians
from entering I srael in advance of
national elections, whilefinal opin-
ion polls showed Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon’s hawkish party far
ahead of its rivals heading into
Tuesday’sballot.

Concerned about possiblePales-
tinian attacks during the election
period, security forces stepped up
already tight travel restrictions on
Palestinians. Thearmy did lift cur-
fewsin several West Bank cities,
allowing residents to come out of
their homesand permitting shopsto
open, but the curfew remained in
forcein Nablusand Bethlehem.

Meanwhile, opinion polls pub-
lishedin newspaperstoday showed
Sharon’s Likud party holding a
comfortablelead.

Likudisprojectedtowin at least
32 seatsinthe 120-member parlia-
ment, compared to about 18for the
dovish Labor Party and 15 for the
centrist Shinui, accordingtoMaariv
newspaper. The poll questioned

around the world

1,109 people and had a margin of
error of 3.2 percentage points.

While the election itself is not
expected to produce surprises,
Sharon could face difficultiesin
forming the kind of broad-based,
national unity government he
wants.

DAVOS, Switzerland — Global
business|eadersreported progress
on making cheaper AIDS drugs
available to poor nations as
Microsoft founder Bill Gatesmade
another contributiontohealthinthe
devel opingworld— announcinga
$200 milliongrant tofund medical
research.

Meeting at an exclusive Alpine
resort, del egatesto theWorld Eco-
nomic Forum held talks on how to
ensure accessfor poor countriesto
affordable copies of vital drugs
whilerespectingthepatent rightsof
pharmaceutical companies.

Those talks produced some
progress, the World Trade
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Organization’s director general,
Supachai Panitchpakdi, said Sun-
day.

“In the last few days | thought
(drug companies) have shown the
kind of understandingthat really we
aren’t that far apart and we should
still belooking for apossible solu-
tion,” Supachai said.

The Gatesgrant wasintended to
encourageresearchintothe“grand
challengesinglobal health” that the
private sector has little financial
incentivetotackle.

Under theprogram announced at
theannual World Economic Forum,
apanel of top scientistswill draft a
list of critical problems whose so-
lution could lead to important ad-
vancesfor thedevel opingworld.

NATIONAL

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The
U.S. Coast Guard found wreckage
of a twin-engine plane reported
overduefloating intheAtlantic off
FernandinaBeach.

The Cessna, owned by a com-
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pany called Environmental Ser-
vices, was on a whale monitoring
missionwhenit wasreported over-
due Sunday at 6:30 p.m., Coast
Guard officialssaid.

“Wefound abackpack, somelife
jacketsand somepapers,” said Petty
Officer Mitchell Sutherland. The
Coast Guard found the plane’slo-
cator beacon at about 9:30 p.m.,
someeight mileseast of Fernandina
Beach.

It was unclear how many people
were aboard the plane, officials
said.

A helicopter and two boatswere
searching the debris field early
Monday.

NEWARK,N.J.—A 12-year-old
boy was strangled when his cloth-
ingapparently got caughtinawash-
ing machine at his apartment com-
plex.

Deshaw Young wasfoundinthe
building’slaundry room Sunday af -
ternoon by hismother, whowentto
check on him after he went to put
clothesin amachine and failed to
return.
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Lt. Derek Glenn,aNewark police
spokesman, said it appeared that
Young got a piece of clothing
caught inthe machine and was suf-
focated. Hewastakento University
Hospital in Newark, where hewas
pronounced dead.

Glenn said thedeath appeared to
be accidental but would beinvesti-
gated by thedepartment’shomicide
squad. An autopsy will be per-
formed to determine the cause of
death.

NEW Y ORK — Domesticity
maven Martha Stewart estimates
shehaslost $400 million becauseof
the federal investigation into her
ImClone stock trade, shetold The
New Yorker magazine.

The story by writer Jeffrey
Toobin, whichreachesnewsstands
today, is based on Stewart’s first
lengthy mediainterview onthesub-
ject sincenewsbrokelast Junethat
federal prosecutorswereinvestigat-
ing her saleof ImCloneSystemInc.
shares.

She told Toobin that the losses
have been mostly in the declinein

someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business. Use it for school.

Use it for pleasure. Use it just to find

value of her more than 30 million
sharesinher multimediacompany,
but alsoinlegal feesand lost busi-
ness opportunities.

Stewart noted that her image has
suffered and said she's" puzzled by
thepublic’sdelight” inher troubles.

“My businessisabout homemak-
ing,” shesaid.“Andthat | havebeen
turned into or vilified openly as
something other than what | really
am hasbeenreally confusing.”

Sheadded, “ It'ssort of theAmeri-
canway to go up and downthelad-
der, maybe several timesin alife-
time.And|l'vehadareal longup...
And now I’'ve had a long way
down.”

NEW Y ORK — Seven families
of peoplekilledintheWorld Trade
Center attack have sued the head of
the federal Sept. 11 Victim Com-
pensation Fund, accusing him of
acting unfairly in calculating
awardsfor victims' relatives.

Thelawsuit allegesthat K enneth
Feinberg, who is special master of
thefund, hasused illegal formulas
to compute the monetary awards.
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