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commentary

from our viewpoint...

City, county going
In circles on trash

Thedecision last week by the Sherman County commissioners
to propose that the city keep the trash collection system and the
county pick upthetabfor sorting seemsto beasimpleanswer, but
it remainsto beseenif thecity will consider it areal solution.

To somewho had proposed the county take over thewhol e col-
lectionsystemthenew alternativeissomething of astep back. One
of themain argumentsfor having the county runthewhol esystem
wasthat asingle person would be in charge of al of the different
piecesand could handletheproblemsthat now daysaretossed from
one personto another.

At the public forum City Commisioner Curtis Hurd made the
suggestionthecounty pay for thesortingandthecity keepthetrash
collection. At thetime it seemed to be too simple to work, and it
was not something the other city commissionerswould consider.

Severa of thoseintheaudiencesaid they wanted to seethecounty
takeoverthetrash collectionsystem, and did not feel thecity should
consider any other option. Thecity isexpected to hear aproposal
Monday from U.S. Waste I ndustries of Colorado Springs.

For those who attended the public forum and have been at the
county commissionmeetingsthebottomlineisnot havingthetrash
taken out of the county system. They see the county running the
wholething asthebest answer. Thefeel that havingthecounty take
over would keep the costslower than an outisde contractor.

It hasbeen nearly ayear sincethe county opened thenew | andfill
and began burying thetrash rather than hauling it to Garden City.

Before the county commissoiners approved opening the new
landfill they considered the costs and weighed the aternatives.
Their decision was to dig the hole southwest of Goodland asthe
best longterm answer for the citizens of Sherman County.

Then questions began springing up about what could and could
not be put in the city dumpsters with the regul ations for the new
landfill. Many citizensresisted any change.

Theregulationsforasmall aridlandfill arewhat the Sherman County
facility islicensed by the state. And facing contamination problems
at the old city landfill the commissioners were taking every precau-
tion possibleto ensureit did not face them at the new landfill.

Aspart of the program the city and county joined therecycling
effortthroughtheEast Central Recycling programfrom Col orado.
In thefirst year the citizens of Sherman County deposited 1,335
tons of recyclable materialsin the special containers. About 980
tonsof what wascoll ected waspaper, and because of that thenum-
ber of paper containershasbeen increased to three at each site.

The people from the Colorado group said that in the East Cen-
tral areawhichincludesBurlingtion, Limonandthecitiesbetween,
Goodland hasbecomethelargest recyler.

The county has established a household hazardous waste pro-
gramand heldthefirst collectionin September. That wasvery suc-
cessful, and the next collectionis scheduled for April 12.

Thecommissionerswant to get cardboard out of the system be-
causeit is about 40 percent of what ends up in the landfill. The
county was looking at a bailer system last year, but stopped dis-
cussions when the city voted to contract out the collection. The
bailer would extend thelifeof thelandfill and handlethecardboard.

The city and county can work together to improve the system,
but no matter what they come up with the people who throw the
trash away arewheretherecycling and the contamination begins.

Thecity hasadecisionto make, and thereareanumber of alter-
nativesfor them to consider. After the U.S. Waste Industries pre-
sentation Monday we hopethey takethetimeto review each one.

Weareal citizens of Sherman County, and the best decisionis
onethat isbest for al thecitizens. Itistimeto makeadecisionand
moveon to other issuesthat face the city and county. — Tom Betz

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com
Steve Haynes, President R

Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial ™ -
Managing Editor 20;..&{
Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor % Agsncal
Michelle Hawkins, Reporter
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Eric Yonkey, Bill Wagoner, Advertising Sales
Skilar Boland, Adv. Production Sheila Smith, Office Manager

B

2002

ASSOCIATI
MEMBER
COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Mary Jo Tapparo Lana Westfahl
Teneile Lovelace

nwkansas.com
N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services

(nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Published daily except Saturday and Sunday and the day observed for New
Year'sDay, Memoria Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and
ChristmasDay, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodical spostage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goodland,
Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changesto The Goodland Daily News, 1205
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editoria e-mail: daily @nwkansas.com. Ad-
vertising questions can be sent to: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily News assumes no liability for mistakes or omissions
in advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: threemonths,
$25; six months, $42; 12 months, $79. Out of area, weekly mailing of fiveis-
sues: threemonths, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. By mail daily inKan-
sas, Colorado: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

The Sherman
County Herald

SHERMAN, COUNTY

" STHR

Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

PN oL The ConGReSSMaN -
Nl OND 2SK HiM WHY He
WaNTE YouR CHiLDReN

AT s
R A A A NS A N NN A SN TS S ers

To Be eaTen. DiD SHe Give MaRTHa
NUCLEaR SecReTs STewarT!
To SAPPIM?

v

sSSSS—

/" 2ND He WaNTs\
YOUR Social SecuriTy
CHecK To Go To

as
SeNaToR He
\oTep TWica To
FoiSoN Your

GRaNDMoTHeR!

s araranLr,
YW

ToucH-<cReeN VoTiNG

A real reality television series

CBSisplanning anew reality seriescalled
“TheRea Beverly Hillhillies.” ltwould move
apoor, rural family into aBeverly Hills man-
sion and broadcast their fascination with ga-
rage-door openersand TiVVo. Theneighborsno
doubt will be depicted as snooty and thor-
oughly appalled— otherwisewhere' sthefun?

Inreal life, of course, theaffluent neighbors
would waveenthusiastically fromtheir drive-
waysand mention their work with Habitat for
Humanity while their lawyer scours the mu-
nicipal codefor evictableviolations.

Reality television seriesarewildly popular,
andthereasonissimple: They bear no resem-
blancetoreal life. Weknow it’snot real when,
in“Joe Millionaire,” 20 women gathered un-
der oneroof aredupedfor weeksby a$19, 000-
ayear construction worker masquerading as
amultimillionaire.

Inreal life, with areal group of single
women, the guy would be unmasked and dis-
missed before the second round of cocktails.

The reality seriesI’d like to see is “ Joe
$27,000.” In this show, California Gov. Gray
Davis masguerades as a teacher in afourth-
grade classroom with 34 children. Viewers
watch as Davissaysgoodbyeto hisaide, aca-
sualty of budget cuts. (Because the custodian
was also laid off, Daviswill have to vacuum
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his classroom and empty the trash before he
goeshomel! It'sahilariousscene!)

Morehilarity ensueswhenDavis, exhausted
fromexplainingfractionsandthesolar system
whilekeepingthekidsintheir seats, istoldthe
children won't be leaving for art and music
classes after all. Both have been eliminated.
Ha, ha! Inthe corner of thetelevision screen,
aclock ticksdown theminutesuntil 3 p.m.

I’d like to see a more realistic remake of
“Survivor.” In my version, agroup of politi-
ciansisdropped ontotheunfamiliar terrain of
theTenderloinin San Francisco. Eachisgiven
two young children to raise and a minimum-
wagejobataCarl’sJr.,anhour’ sbusrideaway.
Contestantsusetheir wilestosurviveuntil the
endof themonthwhilepayingrent, childcare,
utilitiesand groceries. Thewinner isthe per-
son who makes the fewest pleas to quit the
game. First prizeisatrip home.

In “Big Brother,” U.S. Attorney General
JohnAshcroft discoversthat hise-mail, phone

calls, credit-card purchases, airlineticketsanc
rental cars are being monitored. In quick-cut
scenes reminiscent of “ The Firm,” Ashcroft
frantically tries to uncover why the govern-
ment hasturned its probing eyes on him. The
show endswhen hediscoversthe answer that
viewersknow all along: Becauseit can.

“Faux Millionaire” would follow the zany
adventuresof former Silicon Valley mastersof
the universe as they visit consignment shops
and used-car lotsin their attemptskeep up ap-
pearances. Thelast onetolosehismembershif
at the Olympic Clubwins.

None of these showswill be made. Televi-
sion producersknow peoplewant fantasy, es-
pecially fromreality showslike* JoeMillion-
aire.” So | have another suggestion, a series
called “ Joan Millionaire.” 1 get amillion dol-
lars. Other motherswatchinenvy as| build
separate bathroom (whereno one cantakemy
cuticleclippersorleavetoothpasteinthesink)
and spend a weekend at the Golden Door,
where I’ m able to watch amovie not starring
Will Smith.

It might not be* Survivor,” but | think apro-
ducer ought to giveit ashot.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle. Send commentsto her e-mail
at joanryan@sfchronicle.com.

Crisis year for U.S. and Bush presidency

Whilepoliticsand lifeproceed moreor less
asusual inAmericathesedays, they shouldn’t.
That's because the foreign policy challenges
of theyear are so grave, six monthsfrom now
wemay belivinginadifferent world, for bet-
ter or worse.

How theconfrontationswithIragand North
Koreaturn out — and whether terrorism hits
theUnited Statesagain—will alter America's
positionintheworld.

Not incidentally, theyear’seventswill also
haveadecisiveimpact ondomesticpolitics. In
effect, President Bushisbetting hispresidency
on being able to safely navigate the nation
through these multiple storms.

The best outcome in the face-off with Irag
would beavictory without war — or, perhaps
better yet, adecisivevictory inashortwar with
few casualties.

Thescenariosfor victory without war would
be: 1) Saddam Hussein’s capitulation to the
United Nations, including anagreement tore-
veal and destroy hisweaponsof massdestruc-
tioninreturnfor stayinginpower; 2) hisagree-
ment to gointo exile; and 3) hisassassination.

Theproblemwiththefirst optionisthatitis
likely tobearuse: hewouldn’t destroy every-
thing and would still be in charge. The other
options, too, have downsides. Saddam likely
won't accept exile for fear he would soon be
brought beforetheWorld Court onwar crimes
charges, whichwouldbeentirely appropriate.
Andassassinationmight leadtoascramblefor
power among generals and the potential sale
of weapons of mass destruction to terrorist
groups.

The ideal outcome would be onein which
U.S.-led forces scored aquick victory, cheer-
ing Iragis greeted them asliberators, and sci-
entistsreveal ed vast secret weapons caches.

American policy would be completely vin-
dicated. American leadership in the world
would besolidified. And President Bush’sap-
proval ratingswould soar back to the 90s.

Optimistic military commentators like re-
tired Gens. Barry McCaffrey and Thomas
Mclnerney say that alliedforcescanwinawar
with Irag within three weeks thanks to supe-
rior technology and assistancefrom Iragi dis-
sidents.

But pessimists fear that the United States
could be bogged down in bloody urban war-
fare, get hitwith chemical andbiol ogical weap-
ons, and set loose regional turmoil that could
leadtothetoppling of friendly Ilamicregimes.

The worst case would be the takeover of
Pakistan by Islamic militants, furnishing the
terrorist movement with nuclear weapons —
exactly the outcome the United Statesistry-
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ingto prevent.

Evenabsentthat, there’ sapossibility that Al
Qaedawill launchterrorist attacksagainst the
United States during an Irag war to make it
seem awar of theWest against Islam.

If any sucheventualitiesdevel op, itwill fuel
already-rampant doubts about U.S. world
leadership overseas. President Bush would
declareit was necessary for the United States
tostay thecourseagainst amurderousfoe, but
he’ d beaccused by criticsof provoking disas-
ter.

Among Democrats running for president,
success against Irag would help those who
backed Bush— Sen. JoeLieberman (Conn.),
Dick Gephardt (Mo.) and John Edwards(N.C.)

A disaster would discredit themamong pri-
mary votersand hel pthosewhocriticized Bush
policy — Sens. John Kerry (Mass.) and Bob
Graham (Fla.) and former Vermont Gov.
Howard Dean.

Likely asnot, though, the consegquences of
disaster — adireforeign policy situation —
would benefit Kerry and Graham most be-
causethey areexperiencedinforeign affairs.

Thereisapossibility that thelragissuewill
not be resolved this winter if France, Russia
and other U.N. Security Council members
somehow persuadetheadministrationtostand
down and | et weaponsinspections continue.

Butthisisn’tlikely. Bushissending 150,000
troopstotheregion. It'sunlikely he'll letthem
sit there through the Middle East summer or,
having sent them, bring them home. The
chancesof war thiswinter ssemtobe70-300r
perhaps80-20. Hopefully, Bushcanwinworld
support for the effort by revealing hard evi-
dencethat Saddam Hussein hasbeen conceal -
ing weapons of massdestruction.

If hecan’tdothat, theU.S. will havetofight
with Britain, Spain, Italy and afew other al-
liesand discover theevidenceafter thevictory.

Evenif Bushsucceedsgrandlyinlrag, North
Koreapresentsacrisisinthe making. Bush’'s
hand will be strengthened by victory against
Irag, but North Koreastill will present achal-
lenge.

Russia has just proposed a trade to North
Korea— it gives up its nuclear program en-
tirely and it gets political guaranteesand for-
eign aid inreturn. The problem isthat North
Koreahasnever lived uptoany agreementit’'s

ever madeand can’t beexpectedtodosointhe
future.

Dictator Kim Jong Il wantsnucl ear weapons
asameansof extracting concessionsfromthe
world onan ongoing basis— that’scalled ex-
tortion—and, asin 1994, will start anew pro-
gram the minute he agreesto stop his current
one.

Bush needsto persuade Chinato threaten &
cutoff of commerceto North Koreaif it does
not completely give up its weapons program
and submit to athorough inspectionsregime.

If Chinais not willing, then Bush needsto
taketheissueto the United Nations— and be
prepared to act militarily if North Koreare-
fuses. Thiswill provokeasgreat acrisisasthe
current Irag confrontation.

Let’s hope that the 2004 election is fought
over economic policy. Itwill meanthat we' ve
comethrough the crisesof 2003 safely.

Morton Kondrackeisexecutiveeditor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.

berry’s world

DITOR's NOTE: Jim Berry is on vacation. Please use this
lassic cartoon, which was originally printed in 1995.
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