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Local auto supply business stays put for over 75 years

CLAWSON, from Page 1

fix refrigerators and other appli-
ances, the Sandersons said they have
always sold auto parts, have repaired
cars and now sell parts for and re-
pair lawnmowers and snow blowers.

To legally change the store
name, Joyce said, there is so much
paperwork to file, so it’s never
been officially changed. She said
they sometimes call it Clawson
Auto Supply or Clawson Auto
Electric informally but haven’t
considered changing it to
Sanderson’s.

“Nobody would know who we
are,” she said.

The store had eight employees
right after World War II, Jack said,
but has only had two or three, be-
sides themselves, since he and

J;

Joyce bought it. Now it’s just us, he
said, and a part-time service man.

It has been a good business, Jack
said, better than it is now. It’s slow
because of the economy, he said,
and would be better if things were
growing again.

“This is a farming community,”
Joyce said. “I don’t think anybody
does anything if the farmer
doesn’t.”

The winter is especially slow,
she said, since there is a lot of com-
petition in automotive, making the
biggest part of their business parts
and repairs for lawnmowers. But
this winter is slower than most;
people haven’t needed their snow
blowers much.

Some moisture would help,
Joyce said, but so many businesses
have had to close that nobody can

be overly confident.

“You never know from one day
to the next whether you’ll be here
or not,” she said. “It’s pretty scary.”

The Sandersons said they used
to do a lot of tune-ups on cars but
haven’t done that for 10 years and
used to have a full-time auto me-
chanic but haven’t for a long time.

They used to fix carburetors,
generators and speedometers in
the basement, Joyce said, but
haven’t done that in a while.

Jack said he was born and raised
in Goodland, and Joyce said she
lived in Edson until she was in the
third grade. Though they had pre-
viously lived across the street from
each other, Joyce said, they didn’t
really meet until she worked at
Steiner’s Drive-in in high school.

The couple married in Novem-

-k

ber of 1962, Joyce said, and they
have three kids and four grandkids.
Their sons, Kenny and Kevin
Sanderson, live in Goodland, Joyce
said, and their daughter, Kristie
Sanderson lives in Denver.

Kenny is the oldest, she said, and
used to work at Clawson’s but now
is a pilot and works on airplanes at
Butterfly Aviation. Kevin works
for Helena Chemical, she said, and
Kristie is an underwriter for avia-
tion insurance.

Kristie moved to Denver to work
for the phone company, Joyce said,
but, thankfully, that didn’t pan out
— “thankfully” because Kristie re-
ally enjoys the job she has now.

Having a job you like is really
important, Joyce said, a treasure.

“Itold her to hang on to that job,”
she said.

r o

Jack Sanderson still uses the cash register that was custom-

made for Clawson’s Electric in 1931.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Terry Baker
Construction

Established <+ 1980

23 years

Terry Baker

P.O. Box 365 < 8§99-5039

The Framing
Place

Established < 1983

20 years

Doug & Cheryl Peck

The Prints &
The Paper

Established < 1983

20 years

Kay Thornburg

404 Main (behind house) “ 899-5528

119 E. 12th < 899-3242

Thank
you
Goodland
Businesses
for
supporting
our
youth!

Fred’s Auto
Repair

McB’s

Motor / The Corner

Established < 1986

17 years

Fred & Lenna Studer

Established < 1986

17 years

Virgil & Jackie Baumfalk

408 W. Hwy 24 # 899-5551

421 E. 17th % 899-7375

Tender Love
Home Care

Established <+ 1989

14 years

Rita Elfman & Julie Stefan

Snider Mobile
Glass

Smith Auto
Service

American
Communications
& Overhead Door

Mann’s
Jewelry & Gifts

TopStar, Inc.

Red Brick
Road Promotions

Established < 1988

14 years

Glenn & Karen Snider

Established < 1990

13 years

Rex Smith, Manager

Established <+ 1991

12 years

Myrna, Randy & Jeannie Topliff

Established < 1994

9 years

(Former occupant Muhlheim’s Est. 1935)

Darrell & Sharon Mann

Established < 1994

9 years

Roxie & Eric Yonkey

919 Main Ave. < 899-6418

321 Main Ave. % 899-2753

6410 Rd. 16 « 899-6302

813 Main < 899-2426  899-3064

1005 Main Ave. % 8§99-6100

1203 Caldwell Ave. *%* 899-5500

Goodland Machine
& Automotive, L.L.C.

Anything ‘N’
Wood

Established < 1995

3 years

Terry Selbe & Pam Mendenhall

Established < 1995

3 years

Gary Schmidt

419 E. 19th < 899-3444

1205 Cattletrail < 899-5559 or 899-2496

Bateman Funeral
Home & Serendipity
Flower Shop

Dan Brenner
Ford-Mercury, Inc.

WAL-MART
SuperCenter

Established < 1996

7 years

John & Judy Bateman

Established < 1997

6 years

Dan Brenner

Established < 1998

S years

Brad Koza

11th & Broadway +* 899-6600 * 899-7330

222 W. Hwy. 24 < 899-2316

2160 Commerce Rd «* 899-2111

The
Paw Wash

Established < 1998

S years

Kathy Weis

6445 Rd. 21 < 899-5927

Hitchcock,
Inc.
Established < 1999

4 years

Marc Pottorff, Manager

Unruh Family
Chiropractic Center

Established < 2000

2 years

Dr. Sid & Coleen Unruh

Jacque’s Sight & Sound Picnic in
Hallmark Entertainment the Park
Established « 2001 Established < 2001 Established < 2002

2 years

Jacque Cooper

| year

Scott J. Weber

723 W. Hwy. 24 % 899-5628

|| 1109 Main Ave. % 899-2225 | |

1124 Main Ave. % 899-7255

1224 Main < 899-6606

"7 months

Harold & Mary Ann Snethen

1016 Main < 899-3911

Taco John’s

Established < 2003

2 months

Kendall Cooper

2304 Commerce Rd. % 899-3733



