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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Columbia tragedy
reminder of risks

Saturday morning as| turned on the news, the anchor said the
network was going to broadcast thelanding of the shuttle Colum-
biawhich was returning from space after a 16-day mission with
thefirst Israeli astronaut as one of the seven-person crew.

It wasn't but afew minutes|ater that the Johnson Space Center
inHoustonannounced they hadlost contact with Columbia. Think-
ing this may be normal, it wasn’t until five minutes later when |
realized they were not coming back safely.

| watched asthenewstrickledin, and thenthefirst videoswhich
showedthenormal contrail andthenalittlepuff of whitefollowed
by more puffsof white and then themultiplication of piecesasthe
shuttle broke up high over Texas.

Thefeelinginthepit of my stomachwassimilar totheonel had
experienced 17 yeaers before when | was watching the shuttle
Challenger launch, and it ended in disaster.

| called my daughter, who livesin asuburb of Houston, and she
said sheand my granddaughter, Tori, werewatching thenewsand
saw thesamethings| wasseeing. Thecity in east Texaswherethe
main piecesfell isabout 150 milesnortheast of wherethey live.

| talked to my granddaughter about the tragedy, and knew she
has been afrequent visitor to the space center and isinterestedin
space. Weal sotalked about her sciencefair project, astudy of black
hol es, and shegot someof her informationfromthespacecenter. |
amsureat 11, thiswill beoneof thosemomentsshe can remember
inlater lifeasamarker intime.

It will takes weeks and months probably to determine what
caused the breakup, but the sense of sadnessisimmediate aswe
think of themen and women of the Columbiacrew whodidn’'thave
achance, and thefamiliesthey leave behind.

Thisisonly thesecond shuttledisaster inthe22 yearsof thepro-
gram, but each onepointsout therisksan astronaut takeswhenthey
are strapped into those seats to take the tripsinto the wonders of
space.

Aswith the Challenger disaster, the shuttles will be grounded
until the source of the problem isfound, and that may take some
time. Theexpertsarenot sureyet what that meansfor theastronuts
whoarenow onthespacestationand scheduledtoreturninMarch,
but itisdoubtful that ashuttlewill belaunched to pick them up.

The Columbiadisaster a so pointsout that weareusing 22-year
oldequipment inour continuing expl orati on of space, andwithtwo
of theoriginal fivenow gone, we need to assesswhat might bethe
better avenueto continue the manned flights.

No doubt thereisareplacement vehicle on someone’ sdrawing
board right now that could take the place of the aging shuittles.
However, that will take lots more money, and depending on the
stageof research, it may takeyearsfor themanned programtoagain
taketothe heavens.

Aswe honor the seven who died in the sky over Texas, itisfit-
ting that we dedicate our country to moving forward with a new
manned space program. They are part of thelegacy of space, and
wemust follow their lead and moveahead in our effortsto expand
man’sunderstanding of the universe and space.

It remainsthefinal frontier.— Tom Betz
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Star-News joins handful of Kansas papers

Withtheswitchtotwice-weekly publication
and all-local newstoday, The Goodland Star-
Newsjoinsahandful of other Kansaspublica-
tionsthat madetheplungeinthelast coupleof
years.

The Hiawatha World, Beloit Call, Russell
County News and The Norton Telegram all
have dropped “daily” from their namein the
last coupleof years, all for about thesamerea-
son.

They weren’t making any money.

Therearedtill ahandful of really small dai-
liesinthestate, thosearound 2,000 circul ation.
The ConcordiaBlade-Empireisthelargest of
thelot, reporting 2,357 circulationthisfal. The
next-largest paperisTheClay Center Dispatch,
at 3,109, quiteajump.

It'shard to say how thesurvivingdailiesare
doing. Threeof thenineareowned by theL ib-
erty group, which maintains aring of papers
around Wichita, in Derby, Augustaand Pratt.

Independent small dailies include
Concordia, theTillerandToilerinLarned (love
that name), The Lyons Daily News, Council
Grove Republican, Colby Free Pressand The
Columbus Daily Advocate, way down in
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southeast Kansas.

It'shardtosay what thefuturehol dsfor these
papers, even Colby, which is owned by our
company (asisthe Norton Telegram).

One Liberty paper, in Wellington, tried to
publish four days a week, but eventually re-
turnedtofive. At present, therearenofour-day
papersin Kansas, and only acouple of three-
day publications.

Twice-weekly papersarealsorare.

Wechanged becausewehadto, trueenough,
but al sobecauseof afirm convictionthat what
people really want from their newspaper is
local news. And that’swhat weintend to pro-
vide.

Thismay not alwaysbeeasy. Intheold days
(likelast week), if the paper grew and wehad
extra space, there usually was no more local
newsto put init. We' d stick somewirebriefs

in, call it aroundup, and shovethe page.

Wecan'tdothat any more. Wehavetobesure
that there are enough stories, columnsand re-
ports to fill all the pages. We hope to have
nearly as many, minusthe surpluscomicsanc
editorial pages, aswedid before.

And here' swhereyou comeit. Wework for
you. Wedo the paper for you. And we need to
know what youwantinit.

Many timeswe' vebeen asked, “why didn’t
you cover such and such last week.” The an-
swer usuallyis, noonetoldusaboutit. Wecan't
be everywhere, know everything. So if you
know of something going on, atiny item or &
page 1 feature, call the office. We need your
newstipsnow morethan ever.

Weknow thiswill work. Wehavegreat con-
fidencein Goodland and Sherman County. We
haveamajorinvestment here, our plantishere
andweareoneof thetown’slarger businesses.

Withyour continued support, hardwork anc
lots of local news, things are going to be just
fine. It'sexciting for us, becauseweknow we
can give you afine, all-local paper twice ¢
week.

Andthat’swhat weintend to do.

Lots of misinformation at school board meeting

TotheEditor:

Wake up Goodland!

| attended a school board meeting on Mon-
day, Jan. 27, where the topic was the gun and
drug policy.

Boy werethereal ot of ignorant peopl ethere,
thatis, asfar asthelaw goes!

You know, therewouldn’t be so many igno-
rant peopleif our educatorswould dotheirjob
and educate.

Itisvery sad that the government hasto tell
our school how it should berun. If thatistrue,
then we don’'t need a school board elected to
make decisions.

The whole thing boils down to money. Do
we need government money to make sure our
schoolsaresafeand drug free?| think not.

If we are so incapable of thistask, weasa
community have failed our children. | fedl if
thekidsand general publicarenot tohaveany
kind of gunor so-calledweaponintheir vehicle
near the school, then all box cuttersand sharp
objectsshould beremoved fromtheschool and
out of the hands of any teacher who may be-
comeangry withachild.

Afteral, | believeanger and aggressionare
normal humantraits!

God forbid akid getsinto afight and there
are no weapons used becauseit isagainst the
law.

They handcuff themandfingerprintthemas
if they haverobbed abank. Thesekidshaveno
way of releasing anger, whichiswhy wehave
situationslike Columbine.

The schooal, law, and our so-called county
attorney aretreating thesekidslike criminals
when they haven’'t done anything wrong, ex-
cept benormal kids!

K eepbackingthemintoacomer andyouwill
seeit become national news about the massa-
crein Goodland.

Isthat what you want for publicity?

It seemsyou all did real well with thislast
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incident, HaysDaily, Goodland Daily, Sharon
Springsnews, Kansas City nightly news. You
all reachedafair amount of people. | hopeyou
areproud!

Wespendthousandsof dollarseachyear try-
ing to get peopleto comeliveinthiscommu-
nity and you treat our lifelong residents like
they aregoing to rob you blind.

So when you wonder why people move or
pull their childrenfromthisschool systemand
go to Brewster, Sharon Springs, Weskan,
Winona, and other small communities? Itis
very simplethey are glad to have new people
and they want to keep what they have!

So wake up, Goodland. You are your own
worst enemy, not thekids. They don’t do any-
thing worsethen you did whenyouweretheir
age!

Peggy Klinge

Goodland
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TotheEditor:

1 have read the newspaper’sfront-page ar-
ticle about the hospital’s nursing staff being
reorgani zed.

I do not know how they did their staffing
before, nor how it will bedonenow, but | won-
der how many realizethat with thisnew staff-
ingthey havefired TomHellerud. Henolonger
fitsinwith their staffing issues!

They cannot afford to pay Tom but can hire
twonew nursepractionerstoreplacehim. Tom
hasworkedfor the Goodland hospital for sev-
eral yearsand has provided what | believeto
have been good medical treatment.

| know of several othersthat are upset they

won't beableto go seeTom at theclinicwhen
wearesick.

Besides al the nursing/doctoring Tom has
donefor somany inthisarea, hehasalso done
alot of thecoroner calls. It seemsTomisbeing
treated likethe one doctor in Colby, with sud-
denly not being allowed to see hispatients.

| hope the county commissioners or some-
one can check into this matter closer and get
thisturned around.

If Tom had wanted to quit working at the
hospital, that would be adifferent matter. But
theway thisstands, | really hatelosingtheone
| seek medical treatment with.

Anyonethat agreeswithwanting Tom back
being our nurse practioner please let the hos-
pital and clinic know this.

BonnieKing

Goodland

Tothe Editor:

I’vewantedtowritethisletter sincelast sum-
mer, but somehow timehasgot away fromme.

| took over asthe K-18 Baseball commis-
sioner last year. | want to thank all of the
coaches, fansand playerswho madethis sea-
son awonderful experience.

The sub-regionals were held in Colby anc
Stockton. Theregiona wasinEllisandthestate
tournament wasin L ucas. | complement these
citiesfor the fine job they did hosting these
tournaments.

My main reason for writing thisletter isto
thank coaches, fans and players for the best
sportsmanship | have ever been around. | can
honestly say, | am proud to be from a small
town in Kansas, and proud to be associated
with K-18 Baseball.

I amlooking forwardto being apart of your
K-18 baseball program this summer.

JohnWalz

Oberlin

K-18 West Regiona Commissioner
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