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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Internet publication
losing idea for legals

Trying to turn nearly acentury and ahalf of practice and tradi-
tion, Kansascitieswant the L egislatureto allow themto stop pub-
lishing ordinances, reportsand thelikein newspapers.

The Kansas League of Municipalitiesis pushing billsin the
Houseand Senateto allow legal noticesto bemadeonthelnternet
instead. Theleague claimstheideaisto save money, but asusual,
the public will bethelosers.

It'snot agood ideato abandon newspaper publication, for sev-
eral reasons.

For onething, in small-town Kansas, everyonereadsthe news-
paper. And studiesshow that upto hal f thereadersof atypical com-
munity newspaper regularly read thelegal notices.

That’swhat thelaw intendswhen it requires publication of no-
tices— alot apeoplewill seethem.

That won’t be so easy to accomplish on the Internet, where the
city or county would bein control of it'sownweb site. Thelegals
might or might not beeasy tofind. There’ d benoway toknow how
many peopleactually took thetroubletoread them. Andcitiesmight
or might not create easy linksto legal sthey didn’t want peopleto
see.

With newspaper publication, the notices are “pushed” out to
people. They gointo homesand officeswhere peopleread the pa-
per. Someone affected by azoning change or anew ordinance has
achanceto read about it and do something to changeit.

That’sdemocracy in action.

On the Internet, peoplefirst would have to know what to look
for. They likely won't bebrowsing thecity’ shomepage. Sounless
they know asardine cannery isgoing in next door, they won't see
the zoning change proposal.

Internet sitesrequire userstodigintothemtofinditems. News-
papers put them out for everyoneto see.

Andthat’sthe best reason to keep thingsthey way they are.

There' sanother, though. A typi cal western Kansascounty might
pay thelocal newspaper $5,000-$10,000 ayear for legal notices.
That may sound like alot, but it's not much in the city or county
budget. Tothestate’ssmall est newspapers, though, it might bethe
difference between survival and disaster.

Do our cities and counties need to save money so badly that
they’ll no longer support their newspaper? Will people be happy
if the city savesafew bucks, but thelocal newspaper dies?

Themoney may not beimportant to big papers, but it sureisto
thelittle ones. Like small, rural school districts, many are barely
getting by.

Another thing, many Kansas newspapersal ready post |egal no-
ticesonthelnternet, sothere’ snoneedfor citiesto pay someoneto
doitalso.

Allinall, thisisjust not agood idea. It should not makeit past
hearingsthisweek, not when the state hasafiscal crisisto worry
about. —Steve Haynes
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THE GOVERNOR'S

| don't I

| don’t know about you, but | don’t have a
Vaentine.

Oh, I know there are people who love me;
there’sjust not one specia Valentine. How-
ever, | have many happy memoriesof when |
did.

Doyouremember Vaentine' sDay whenyou
wereinschool? My motherinsistedthat | give
aVaentinetoevery studentinmy class; | could
leave no one out - even if he/she was the far-
thest thingfrommy best friend. 1 didn’t think
muchabout it at thetime; | assumedthat all the
kidsweredoingthesamething. Whenl gota
littlemoreclever, | would count my Valentine's
toseeif | got onefrom every other classmate.
| don’t remember ever being crushed when |
didn’t get onefrom someone, but | doremem-
ber beingthrilledwhen| received anespecialy
big card fromaboy | particularly liked.

| doubt if young people have changed much
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inthat way.

| have noticed that dinners and partiesin
February are not often called “ Sweetheart”
occasionsany more.

That'sagreat ideal We single peoplefee
|eft out often enough.

| went into arestaurant the other day that of -
fered onedinner freewiththepurchaseof adin-
ner. | askedif | could havethe special and take
thesecond dinner home. “ Ohno,” thewaitress
informed me, “the dinners have to be eaten
here.” Somehow that seemed unfair tome.

| recently joined aclub at another fineres-

ave a special Valentine

taurant— mainly becausethey would take 50
percent off my meal - evenif | dined alone.

I'll closewithsomeValentinethoughtsl like.
| hope you spend alittle time really thinking
about them.

1) “Find the one who makes your heart
smile.” — Unknown.

2) “Noman/womanisworthyour tearsand
theonly onewhois, will never makeyou cry.
— Unknown.

3) “Lovebeginswithasmile, growswitha
kissand endswith atear.” — Unknown.

4) “Letushopethat weareall precededin
thisworld by alovestory.” — Don Snyder Of
Timeand Memory (Isn’tthat onegreat?).

5) “Giving someone all your loveis never
anassurancethatthey’ll loveyouback! Don't
expectloveinreturn; justwaitforittogrowin
their heart, but if it doesn’t, be content it grew
inyours. — Unknown.

Should we expect delivery on Bush promises?

After hearing the president’s state of the
unionaddress, many peoplemay wonder what
the future holds. People are used to political
rhetoric and likely don’t expect the president
to follow through on everything he said, but
shouldwe expect the president to makemajor
reforms in health care? to improve the
economy?to bring about world peacethrough
war intheMiddle East?

Whilethe president’s actions will affect all
of usinsomeway or another, and someof what
he doeswill be good and other things will be
bad, theBiblecautionsusagai nst expectingtoo
much of men, evenworld leaders.

Psalm 146:3, 4 says, “ Do not put your trust
inprinces,inasonof man, inwhomthereisno
help. When hisbreath departshereturnstohis
earth; onthat day hisplansperish.”

Eventhebest of rulerswill only bein office
foralimited period of time. IntheUnited States
thelength of termsarelimitedfor many offices,
including that of the president. If theend of a
term or being voted out in an election doesn’t
removealeader from office, hisdeath eventu-
aly will.

The next leader may have other plans, his
own agenda or other ideas of what is best for
the country. Even the best of leadersare lim-
ited by their timein officeor their life-spans.

Jeremiah 10:23 brings up another problem
facingthoseinleadership: “1 know, O LORD,
that theway of manisnotin himself, thatitis
not in manwho walksto direct hissteps.”

Isaiah48:17,18says, “ ThussaystheLORD,
your redeemer, the holy one of Isragl: | amthe
LORD your God, who teaches you to profit,
wholeadsyouintheway you shouldgo. Othat
youhad hearkened tomy commandments! Then
your peace would have been like ariver, and
your righteousnesslikethewaves of the sea.”

We are not even able to properly direct our
own lives without God's help, so how could
any man direct awhole nation or make deci-
sionsthat affect thewholeworld?

TheBibletellsusnooneisactual ly equipped
to do the president’s job. That’s a staggering
thought! Nowonder peoplehavesomany com-
plaints about the president, no matter who is
inoffice.
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Genesis 8:21 brings up another common
probleminpolitics: “theimagination of man’s
heartisevil from hisyouth.”

Humanshaveselfishand greedy desiresand
often lie and give in to corruption. Finding a
ruler who does not have selfish reasons for
seekingoffice, alwaystellsthetruthandwould
never takeabribeor commitany act that could
beusedfor blackmail would beextremely dif-
ficult, if notimpossible.

This does not mean we are without hope.
Whether or not President Bushwill accomplish
any of thegoodthingshehaspromisedremains
to be seen. But God has promised even better
things, and hiswordisreliable.

Hebrews 6:17, 18 says, “So when God de-
sired to show more convincingly to the heirs
of the promise the unchangeabl e character of
hispurpose, heinterposedwithanoath, sothat
through two unchangeablethings, inwhichit
isimpossiblethat God should provefalse, we
who have strong encouragement to seize the
hope set beforeus.”

God's purposes do not change, it isimpos-
siblefor himto provefa seand hehasmadean
oath. What oath?

Hebrews 7:28 says, “Indeed, the law ap-

where to write

points men in their weakness as high priests,
but theword of theoath, which camel ater thar
the law, appoints a Son who has been made
perfect for ever.”

This, of course, refersto Jesus, whoby God's
oath, became high priest as verse 15 of that
chapter says, “inthelikenessof M el chizedek.”
Jesuswill serveasbothkingandhigh priestin
thekingdom hetaught hisfollowerstopray for
at Matthew 6:9, 10.

Isaiah 9:6tellsus, “For tousachildisborn,
to usasonisgiven; and the government will
be upon his shoulder, and his name will be
called *Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’”

Jesus was resurrected to heaven and will
soon be the only world ruler and will bring
world peace, hencehe'sthe* Princeof Peace.”

Luke 7:22 gives us someinsight on Jesus
health care plan: “ Go and tell John what you
have seen and heard: the blind receive their
sight, thelamewalk, lepersare cleansed, anc
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor
havethe good news preached to them.”

Whileon earth, Jesus cured many with “in-
curable” ailments, evendeath. Astheheavenly
ruler over the earth, hewill still beableto do
thesethings.

Isaiah 33:24 says of that time, “And no in-
habitant will say, ‘| ansick.”

President Bush canonly wish hecould have
that good of ahealth plan. Hisabilitiesarelim-
ited by being human. But we can have asure
futurein God'skingdom.
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ACTUALLY, IT WAS, "WHR
POESN'T PORK BOY FEED ME?P"
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