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commentary
from our viewpoint...

Internet publication
losing idea for legals

I don’t have a special Valentine

Trying to turn nearly a century and a half of practice and tradi-
tion, Kansas cities want the Legislature to allow them to stop pub-
lishing ordinances, reports and the like in newspapers.

The Kansas League of Municipalities is pushing bills in the
House and Senate to allow legal notices to be made on the Internet
instead. The league claims the idea is to save money, but as usual,
the public will be the losers.

It’s not a good idea to abandon newspaper publication, for sev-
eral reasons.

For one thing, in small-town Kansas, everyone reads the news-
paper. And studies show that up to half the readers of a typical com-
munity newspaper regularly read the legal notices.

That’s what the law intends when it requires publication of no-
tices — a lot a people will see them.

That won’t be so easy to accomplish on the Internet, where the
city or county would be in control of it’s own web site. The legals
might or might not be easy to find. There’d be no way to know how
many people actually took the trouble to read them. And cities might
or might not create easy links to legals they didn’t want people to
see.

With newspaper publication, the notices are “pushed” out to
people. They go into homes and offices where people read the pa-
per. Someone affected by a zoning change or a new ordinance has
a chance to read about it and do something to change it.

That’s democracy in action.
On the Internet, people first would have to know what to look

for. They likely won’t be browsing the city’s homepage. So unless
they know a sardine cannery is going in next door, they won’t see
the zoning change proposal.

Internet sites require users to dig into them to find items. News-
papers put them out for everyone to see.

And that’s the best reason to keep things they way they are.
There’s another, though. A typical western Kansas county might

pay the local newspaper $5,000-$10,000 a year for legal notices.
That may sound like a lot, but it’s not much in the city or county
budget. To the state’s smallest newspapers, though, it might be the
difference between survival and disaster.

Do our cities and counties need to save money so badly that
they’ll no longer support their newspaper? Will people be happy
if the city saves a few bucks, but the local newspaper dies?

The money may not be important to big papers, but it sure is to
the little ones. Like small, rural school districts, many are barely
getting by.

Another thing, many Kansas newspapers already post legal no-
tices on the Internet, so there’s no need for cities to pay someone to
do it also.

All in all, this is just not a good idea. It should not make it past
hearings this week, not when the state has a fiscal crisis to worry
about. — Steve Haynes

I don’t know about you, but I don’t have a
Valentine.

Oh, I know there are people who love me;
there’s just not one special Valentine.   How-
ever, I have many happy memories of when I
did.

Do you remember Valentine’s Day when you
were in school?    My mother insisted that I give
a Valentine to every student in my class; I could
leave no one out - even if he/she was the far-
thest thing from my best friend.   I didn’t think
much about it at the time; I assumed that all the
kids were doing the same thing.    When I got a
little more clever, I would count my Valentine’s
to see if I got one from every other classmate.
I don’t remember ever being crushed when I
didn’t get one from someone, but I do remem-
ber being thrilled when I received an especially
big card from a boy I particularly liked.

I doubt if young people have changed much

in that way.
I have noticed that dinners and parties in

February are not often called “Sweetheart”
occasions any more.

That’s a great idea!   We single people feel
left out often enough.

I went into a restaurant the other day that of-
fered one dinner free with the purchase of a din-
ner. I asked if I could have the special and take
the second dinner home. “Oh no,” the waitress
informed me, “the dinners have to be eaten
here.”   Somehow that seemed unfair to me.

I recently joined a club at another fine res-

points men in their weakness as high priests,
but the word of the oath, which came later than
the law, appoints a Son who has been made
perfect for ever.”

This, of course, refers to Jesus, who by God’s
oath, became high priest as verse 15 of that
chapter says, “in the likeness of Melchizedek.”
Jesus will serve as both king and high priest in
the kingdom he taught his followers to pray for
at Matthew 6:9, 10.

Isaiah 9:6 tells us, “For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given; and the government will
be upon his shoulder, and his name will be
called ‘Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’”

Jesus was resurrected to heaven and will
soon be the only world ruler and will bring
world peace, hence he’s the “Prince of Peace.”

Luke 7:22 gives us some insight on Jesus’
health care plan: “Go and tell John what you
have seen and heard: the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor
have the good news preached to them.”

While on earth, Jesus cured many with “in-
curable” ailments, even death. As the heavenly
ruler over the earth, he will still be able to do
these things.

Isaiah 33:24 says of that time, “And no in-
habitant will say, ‘I am sick.”

President Bush can only wish he could have
that good of a health plan. His abilities are lim-
ited by being human. But we can have a sure
future in God’s kingdom.

After hearing the president’s state of the
union address, many people may wonder what
the future holds. People are used to political
rhetoric and likely don’t expect the president
to follow through on everything he said, but
should we  expect the president to make major
reforms in health care? to improve the
economy? to bring about world peace through
war in the Middle East?

While the president’s actions will affect all
of us in some way or another, and some of what
he does will be good and other things will be
bad, the Bible cautions us against expecting too
much of men, even world leaders.

Psalm 146:3, 4 says, “Do not put your trust
in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no
help. When his breath departs he returns to his
earth; on that day his plans perish.”

Even the best of rulers will only be in office
for a limited period of time. In the United States
the length of terms are limited for many offices,
including that of the president. If the end of a
term or being voted out in an election doesn’t
remove a leader from office, his death eventu-
ally will.

The next leader may have other plans, his
own agenda or other ideas of what is best for
the country. Even the best of leaders are lim-
ited by their time in office or their life-spans.

Jeremiah 10:23 brings up another problem
facing those in leadership: “I know, O LORD,
that the way of man is not in himself, that it is
not in man who walks to direct his steps.”

Isaiah 48:17, 18 says, “Thus says the LORD,
your redeemer, the holy one of Israel: I am the
LORD your God, who teaches you to profit,
who leads you in the way you should go. O that
you had hearkened to my commandments! Then
your peace would have been like a river, and
your righteousness like the waves of the sea.”

We are not even able to properly direct our
own lives without God’s help, so how could
any man direct a whole nation or make deci-
sions that affect the whole world?

The Bible tells us no one is actually equipped
to do the president’s job. That’s a staggering
thought! No wonder people have so many com-
plaints about the president, no matter who is
in office.

Genesis 8:21 brings up another common
problem in politics: “the imagination of man’s
heart is evil from his youth.”

Humans have selfish and greedy desires and
often lie and give in to corruption. Finding a
ruler who does not have selfish reasons for
seeking office, always tells the truth and would
never take a bribe or commit any act that could
be used for blackmail would be extremely dif-
ficult, if not impossible.

This does not mean we are without hope.
Whether or not President Bush will accomplish
any of the good things he has promised remains
to be seen. But God has promised even better
things, and his word is reliable.

Hebrews 6:17, 18 says, “So when God de-
sired to show more convincingly to the heirs
of the promise the unchangeable character of
his purpose, he interposed with an oath, so that
through two unchangeable things, in which it
is impossible that God should prove false, we
who have strong encouragement to seize the
hope set before us.”

God’s purposes do not change, it is impos-
sible for him to prove false and he has made an
oath. What oath?

Hebrews 7:28 says, “Indeed, the law ap-

Should we expect delivery on Bush promises?
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taurant — mainly because they would take 50
percent off my meal  - even if I dined alone.

I’ll close with some Valentine thoughts I like.
I hope you spend a little time really thinking
about them.

1)  “Find the one who makes your heart
smile.” — Unknown.

2)  “No man/woman is worth your tears and
the only one who is, will never make you cry.
— Unknown.

3)  “Love begins with a smile, grows with a
kiss and ends with a tear.” — Unknown.

4)   “Let us hope that we are all preceded in
this world by a love story.”  — Don Snyder Of
Time and Memory  (Isn’t that one great?).

5)  “Giving someone all your love is never
an assurance that they’ll love you back!   Don’t
expect love in return; just wait for it to grow in
their heart, but if it doesn’t, be content it grew
in yours. — Unknown.
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Letter Policy
The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters from

readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters for
length and good taste.


