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commentary

from other pens...

Are bankers answer
In expanded council?

Thereisamoveto expand the Sherman County Economic De-
velopment Council by adding four banking positions, but we are
not surethat isthe best answer.

We arein favor of expanding the council, and in fact argued at
the steering committee meeting about a year ago that the group
should havealarger board with up to 15 members.

Wethink thereisplenty of roomfor morepeopleto beinvolved
intheeconomic devel opment effortsof Sherman County, and that
it would be good to add anumber of people.

What weobj ect toi sspecifying that thefour positionsbeing pro-
posedall togoto bankers. Onebanker, Larry McCantsof theFirst
National Bank, wantsto serveonthecouncil, and possibly oneother
banker would beinterested.

McCants has served on the board of the statewide economic
development group Kansas Inc., and is pushing for Goodland to
hold a strategic planning session similar to what was held about
12yearsago. Hementioned thiswhilethecouncil wasbeingformed
last year, and we agree this would be a good step to moving the
community and the county forward by focusing attention on spe-
cificgoals.

When it comes to membership on the economic devel opment
council, though, wefeel that if wearegoing to designatepositions
for specific areas of representation like banks, then there should
be seats for senior citizens, the city, the county, Kanorado, the
schools, thereal estatebrokersand someonefromthe Convention
and Visitors Bureau and the Goodland Chamber of Commerceto
bring all theintereststogether.

With the current seven and the addition of these eight, it would
beaboard of 15whichwouldthenhavetheinput of acrosssection
of the county.

Webelieveeconomicdevel opment iseverybody’ sbusiness, and
themoreinvolved thecommunity is, the better the outcome.

Thebanksdo haveaclear interest in seeing the county prosper,
but they are not the only ones.

We hope others of those who were on the steering committee
and involved in the development of the economic development
council will speak up onthismatter. Thecouncil will meet at 5:15
p.m. Monday, and adding seatsontheboardwill beamainitemon
theagenda. Oncedecided by thecouncil, thechangemust betaken
tothe county commissionersat 8 a.m. next Tuesday for afinal de-
cision.

It wasayear ago that about 100 people gathered at Gambino’s
to develop anew direction for economic development effortsin
Sherman County, and much has changed in that year.

We feel that the membership of the council should be as broad
aspossible, andif that meansadding positionsto designated groups,
wefeel that all should berepresented rather than giving four seats
tojust one segment of the businesscommunity.

The people’s money is being spent in this effort, and it is the
peoplewho deserveto beinvolved in deciding how that money is
directed and who isinvolved in spearheading the effort to move
the county into abrighter future. — Tom Betz
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THERE YOU GO'!

A PERFECT DONT You
ARGUMENT FOP A WISH YOU'D
PRE-EMPTIVE STRIKE /T SOCKED ME
BEFOKE
1 POKED YOU
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What were those kids, parents thinking?

TotheEditor:

| wasreading Peggy Klinge'sletter last Tues-
day about what happened at Goodland High
School.

Her statement, “Boy weretherealot of ig-
norant people there, that is, as far asthe law
goes!” | have heard judges say, “Ignorance of
thelaw isnoexcuse.” | haveto agree.

The school gun lawswereal over the news
atthetimethey weremade. Granted, therehave
beenseverd instanceswhereschoolshavegone
overboard. Butl’mnot sosureinthiscasehere.

Having two handguns, asreported by thepa-
per, inonevehicle, ashotguninanother. Why?

The marijuana? What was that young man
thinking. Theshotgunandknifemay havebeen
for hunting, but where and what? | use my
knivesinthewoods.

Sest belts, infant car seats, should be ano-
brainer. However, lawshavebeen passedtotry
toforceustousethem becausefewer then hal f
of drivers and passengers used them. You
would think common sense would prevail.
However, it took laws to get more peopleto
wear seat belts, and for the use of infant car
seats. Still there are people getting killed in
accidents because they aren’t using common
sense. Lawsare supposed to make usdo what
wedon’t use common sensefor.

The school board setsthe policy. Itisupto
us, asparents, to know what that policy is. We
aretheadults, theparents; itisour responsibil-
ity to make sure our children know what they
aretodo. If wedisagreewiththeboard, weneed
tolet them know.

My wife and | got aletter from the high
school, which we didn’t answer aswe should
have, talking about how some of our high
schoolerswerenot dressingappropriately, and
askingif should wegotoadresscode. | think
thereason | didn’'t answer isbecause | knew a
dresscodewouldgoover likealeadfartinthis
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town.

Klinge said: “God forbid akid getsinto a
fight and there are no weapons used because
it isagainst the law.” In my day we used our
fists, not guns.

| say God forbid, weapons, other than fists,
need to be used. Who will get killed, or
mangled?Which parentwould scresmtheloud-
est astowhy their child ismangled or dead?

“The schoal, law, and our so-called county
attorney aretreatingthesekidslikecriminals,”
shewrote.

Because they have done something wrong;
they brokethelaw. | don’t necessarily agreethat
these young men needed to be handcuffed in
front of their classmates, but they brokethelaw
by havingweaponsand drugsintheir vehicles.

This scares me half to death! | haveto ask,
didtheparentsknow about theweaponsor the
drugs?Theonly onestheseboysare* backing
into acorner” isthemselves.

| tell my son; “The only one who can live
your life for you isyou. So, make the right
choices, reap good rewards; make the wrong
choices, suffer the consequences.”

| think being ateenthesedaysisharder then
itwasinmy day.

Honestly, | wishtheyoung menall thebest.

Ronald Asbury

Goodland

TotheEditor:

Doesanyone giveathought to the plight of
thelragi people?

They arejust peopletryingto makealiving

and educating their kids.

Do we have to blow them up to get to one
man?If heissoevil and shouldbeassassinated,
his people should determinethat, but they are
standing behind him and are ready to die for
their country, every man, woman and child.

Don’'t you remember our history over 200
years ago when the British were bullying us
and pushing us around? We were outnum-
bered, but wewerewillingtodiefor our coun-
try, tothelast man.

BushandsomepoliticiansaremakingUncle
Samalong-nosed bully and | don'tlikeit. He
ismy Uncle Sam, too.

Why don’t we use this $90 billion we are
going to spend on thiswar to promote peace?

The North Koreans admitted having weap-
onswe accuse Saddam of having. They even
havealongrangemissile, butitcan’treachus.
But the North Koreans are starving. Why not
bribethemwithfoodtodisarmand makepeace
withthem. Thenationsand peopleof theworld
would think better of us.

At least we should wait until we know ex-
actly where to bomb and what kind of weap-
ons Saddam has. | don’t want to blow up old
people, women, children, babies, or even the
young menwho are braveand ready to diefor
their country.

Haveaheart, President Bush, Colin Powell
and all you other warmongers.

| wishJimmy Carter werepresident. He' dget
usout of thismess. | didn’t realizehewassuch
agreat man. | wastoo busy with children, house-
work, PTA, danceand pianolessonsforthekids,
justlikepeoplearetoday. Many of themarejust
too busy toreally pay attention and think.

You know Hitler made a good speech, and
his people cheered and they went into World
Wer II.

VelmaL. Cooper

Goodland

Cooking with history’s famous lovers

Choral Pepper in her cookbook “Fabulous
Lovers, Fabulous Foods” sets scenes with
history’smost famouslovers. Eachloveaffair
suggestsamenuto beservedinvariousplaces
fromarustic campfiretodining besideapool.
To maintain the aura of romance each recipe
has been adapted to modern appliancesandis
designed to be prepared in advance.

| chosethevignettewith Captain John Smith
and Pocahontas. Pocahontasendeared hersel f
to the English colonistsin Virginia by cart
wheeling naked around their camp. When a
hostiletribeheld Smith, Pocahontassaved him
fromwar clubshby laying her head onhischest.
During one severe winter she raided tribal
storesto feed Smith and hismen. Shebecame
Americasfirst heroine.

The menu includes Tribal Potato Salad,
Marinated Chuck Steak, Indian Vegie Chow,
ArizonaFry Bread and Dutch Apple Cobbler.
Thiscanbecookedonanopenfireoragasgrill.

Tribal Potato Salad

2 tablespoons olive oil; 1 tablespoon vin-
egar; 1 1/4 teaspoon tarragon; 1/2 teaspoon
dried mustard; salt and pepper totaste; 1 pound
red potatoes, peeled and cubed; 1/2 cup red
onion, chopped; 1 small (8 ounce) can gar-
banzobeans, drained; 1/2 cup celery, chopped.

Whiskfirstfouringredientsand salt and pep-
per to taste. Steam potatoes until tender and
transfer to salad bowl. Add remaining ingre-
dientsand dressing. Chill until ready to serve.
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CampfireSteak

2 boneless beef chuck should steaks about
1inch thick; 1 cup dry red wine; 1/2 cup
choppedonion; 3tablespoonsoliveail; 1table-
spoon red wine vinegar; 2 cloves garlic,
minced; salt and pepper to taste.

Place steaksin sealable plastic bag. Whisk
together inasmall bowl theremaining ingre-
dients. Pour themarinadeover themeat, coat-
ingthemwell. Closebagand pressout any air.
Refrigerate overnight, turning occasionally.

Discard marinatebeforecooking. Cook steaks
onoiledgrill for 14- 16 minutesfor mediumrare.
Turn steaks halfway into cooking time.

Indian Vegie Chow

1 tablespoon olive oil; 1/4 cup onion,
chopped; 1 clovegarlic, minced; 1 beef bouil-
loncubedilutedin1/4 cupwater; 1 cupfrozen
wholekernel corm; | cupfrozenlimabeans; 1
largetomato, diced; 1/2 teaspoondriedthyme;
1/2 teaspoon dried parsley.

Sautéonionandgarlicinoliveoil. Addcorn,
lima beans, tomato and diluted bouillon. Stir
until tomato issoft and corn and bean areten-
der. Add thymeand parsley. Reheat to serve.

ArizonaFry Bread

1 cup flour; 1/4 cup yellow cornmeal; 1/4
teaspoon baking soda; 1/4 teaspoon salt; 1/2
teaspoon crushed red pepper; 1/2 stick butter
cutinchunks; 1/4 cup grated Jack cheesewith
jalapenos (or milder Swiss cheese); 1/4 cup
grated cheddar cheese; 1/3cupwater; 3/4table-
SpooN vinegar.

Mix thefirst 5 ingredientsin a bowl. Rub
butterinwithyourfingersuntil itislikecoarse
meal in consistency. Mix incheese, water anc
vinegar withafork until it formsamoist dough.
Cover and chill for 30 minutes. Knead the
doughonfloured surfaceuntil smooth. Divide
into four pieces and roll out into thin, rounc
serving sizes. Keep cool and separate by wax
paper if you want to fry later. Fry in cooking
oil on griddle, turning once. Drain on paper
towel. To bake at home, preheat oven to 375.
Bakeinoiled panuntil goldenbrown, about 20
minutes.

Dutch Oven Cobbler

Thisrecipeisfor a10inch Dutch Oven with
anironlidfor holdingcoals. It may al so by baked,
coveredinanovenif you cut therecipein half.

1 box yellow cake mix; 1 can regular Coke
(notdiet); 2mediumcanspeachesinlitesyrup;
1/4 cubebuitter.

Empty box of dry cake mix into baking
dish(s), spreading evenly over bottom. Pourin
cans of peaches. Cover with Coke. Add bit of
butter over top.
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