1 O The Goodland Star-News / Tuesday, February 18, 2003

Gas pipeline

= e
O CIoss coun | \ :
Ay %
%
e AN
PIPELINE, from Page 1 used, andthey will x-ray eachofthe | ; y
weldson theline. Thiswill befol- >,

with landowners in the next four-
fiveweeks.”

He said the company needs a50
foot permanent easement anda100
foot temporary construction ease-
ment. He said some areas, espe-
cially wherethe pipewill go under
roads, and in rough terrain may
need morethan the 100 feet.

“We will maintain landowner
access and put in trench plugs for
livestock,” hesaid.

Theconstructionwill beineight
phases beginning with the survey
crews to mark the centerline and
constructionwidthstokeepthecon-
tractor on that property. There will
be afence crew to handle any cuts
andrepairs.

Clearing and grading will bethe
first of the construction, but
Christensen said that across this
routethey aregoingtotry nottore-
move much of the topsoil, and be-
lieveintheflatter portionsthismay
be possible. The next phaseisthe
ditching and he said they will be
using aditching machinefor thisto
dig aditch 4 feet wideand 7-8 feet
deep. Thiswill ensurethat the pipe
isat least four feet below the sur-
face.

Once the ditching is underway,
the pipe sections will be laid out,
and heexpectsthesetoarriveinthe
areaby rail where possible.

“It isnot entirely flat along the
whole route, he said, “and we will
be bending the pipe where neces-
sary.”

Themost critical partistheweld-
ing, and Christensensaidthat all the
welderswill betested beforebeing

lowedwithaspecial coatingbefore
the pipe islowered into the ditch,
and he said there will be up to 25
inspectorswatching every aspect of
the project. Thelast two phasesare
the backfilling to cover the ditch,
andthenthereclamation of thecon-
structionareato bringtheland back
totheway it was originally or bet-
ter.

He said El Paso is concerned
about safety, and that they will work
tomeet and exceedtherigidfederal
and company standards. One-Call
Centers are being established for
anyonetocall whowill bedoingany
digging along the pipeline route
onceit is buried. In Colorado, he
said, the phone number is 1-800-
922-1987 andinKansasitis1-800-
344-7233. Christensen said once a
call ismadetothesenumbers, aper-
sonisto be onthe scene of the pro-
posed digging within 48 hours to
locate the pipe.

Asanother part of safety builtinto
thepipelinewill beisolationvalves
whichwill block theline, and these
will beinstalled every 15-18 miles
alongtheroute. Hesaid thepipeline
will bemonitored around the clock
from Colorado Springs using te-
|lemetry, and thecompany will con-
duct monthly aerial patrols.

A Kit Carson County commis-
sioner asked what the pressurewill
beintheline, and if there are any
plans to increase the pressure.
Christensen said the design pres-
surewill begin at 1,615 pounds at
the north end and drop to 1,480
pounds about one-third of the way
down. By thetime the gas reaches

The Cheyenne Plains pipeline to be built by Colorado Interstate
Gas will start near the Wyoming border and run for 380 miles south-

the Greensburg areait will be 800-
900 pounds.

He said there is a possibility of
increasing the pressurelater by the
addition of five pressure stations
along the pipeline, but this would
probably not be done for several
years. Toget theproject doneinthe
shortest time, Christensen said the
work will bedividedintothreesec-
tions of about 130 miles each and
there will be three contractors. He
said each crew will have 450-500

men for atotal of 1,500 people. He
said each contractor is expected to
hirealot of local people.

Once the crews begin construc-
tion, he expects them to do about
two milesaday, andthey will work
six days aweek, 12 hours a day.
Oncethepipeiscompletely laid, it
must betested by fillingitwithwa-
ter and then put under pressurefor
48hours. Christensensaidthey may
needto buy somewater bothfor the
construction phasesandfor thetest-

east to Greensburg. It is expected to cost $340 million and begin
construction by the fall of next year.

ing. Hesaid it would take 210 acre
feet of water tofill the entire pipe-
line, butitwill betestedinsections.

One woman asked what they
were going to do with all the extra
dirt, and Christensen said there
wouldn’t beany.

“ | amnot surewhat happens,” he
said, “but we don’t have any extra
dirt.”

“You' regoingtohavesome,” she
said.

“It al goes back in,” he said, “I

don’t know how it happens, but we
don’'t haveany extradirt.”

Asked about how muchthecom-
pany will pay for the right-of-way,
Christensensaidthey will doamar-
ket analysis, and try to get the best
pricefor everyone.

“We pay by therod basis, which
is16.5 feet,” he said, “and keep it
asconstant aspossible.”

Informationabout the project can
befound at www.el paso.com or by
calling 1-877-898-5263.

Alco executives suddenly close 84-year-old Garden City store

Employees and shoppers of the
Alcostorein Garden City weresur-
prised last week when “store
closed” signs filled the windows
andfliersthanked customersfor 84
years of patronage. Inside, the
checkout isles were blocked with
carts and the inventory was being
loaded into trucks. The scene was
similar tooneamost exactly ayear
ago when the Goodland store was

closed after 77 yearsin the city.
Dean Van Horn, vice president of
Alco Western Division, said com-
petitors like Wal-Mart and Target
haveconvinced thecompany tofo-
Cus more on communities with
populationsof 5,0000r less. Hesaid
theGarden City storeistheonly one
closing in Kansas right now. With
theclosureof theGarden City store,
theonly storeinfar westernKansas

isanew one opening in Scott City,
and some of the inventory from
Garden City was being sent to that
store. ThereisalsoanAlcostorein
Burlington, just across the Colo-
radoline. VanHornsaidtheGarden
City store had beenlosing money.
“Probably what prompted the
timingisour leaseiscoming due,”
hesaid, adding that it endsin May.
Thatisasimilar story totheclos-

ing of the Goodland store because
they said the lease was ending in
Marchof lastyear. Asinthecaselast
year, store employees in Garden
City found out about theclosingthe
morning it happened.

District Manager Craig Hogan
said theemployeeswill beallowed
tostay for thefinal 30 daysof pack-
ing up inventory. He said the man-
ager was being transferred to an-

other store, and Garden City em-
ployees were being offered posi-
tionsat other Alcostores. The Scott
City Alco, expected to open in
April, and a store in Ulysses ex-
pected to open in May, are among
six replacing Gibson’s Discount
Centersclosedinlate2002. Hogan
said other stores remain in Hays,
Russell, Larned and Pratt in west-
ern Kansas. Smaller Duckwalls

stores operate in Syracuse, L eoti
and Oberlin. Hogan said the sur-
priseclosingistypical forthechain.

“Really, we close our storesthat
way,” hesaid. Thepracticeof clos-
ing suddenly, Van Horn said, has
developed over time.

“We've done it all kinds of
ways,” he said. “We've just found
thisway is quick and clean anc

Ready toexplore
thewideworld
of theWeb?

What do you have to do?

nwkansas.com is your key to the Internet. We
offer reliable service, fast modems and full access to
the Internet, the World Wide Web and E-mail all in one
package for one low monthly fee. We are the local
Internet Service Provider with people who can answer your
questions. In most cases, you can be hooked up today. We have the
latest, fastest digital lines to answer your call. For local technical
assistance you can call Tom Betz in our office who can help get you
connected, and help troubleshoot connection problems.

Special rate offer

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we
give you a month free service and no set-up fee ($19.96 per
month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198
($16.50 per month average).
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L ocal Tech Support « Same-Day Connection ¢ Friendly Peopleto Help
TheGoodland Star-News 1205 Main, Goodland, Kansas, 67735+ 785 899-2338

Wecan connect
you tonight...
'not next week!

7 Infinite variety on the ‘Net

_ There’s a whole wide world waiting out there.
Whatever you're interested in, the Internet, with its
billions of postings and services, has it. Weather, time
of day, art, hostory, news, hobbies . . . If you can imagine it,
someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business. Use it for school. Use it for pleasure. Use
it just to find out what’s out there. Pick a
topic and search the entire World Wide
Web for it ... in just seconds.

E-mail for fun and profit

E-mail is fast, affordable and inexpensive.

From your computer, you can send and
receive messages anywhere in the world
for no charge . . . once you

have an Internet connection.




