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Fortmeyers win windbreak award

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

With aone-day planting frenzy in
the spring of 1984, Darle and Eileen
Fortmeyer begantheir windbreak, but
they say their loveof treesbeganlong
before.

Being able to see and enjoy their
treesisimportant to the Fortmeyers.
From an enclosed back porch/patio,
they can enjoy their award-winning
windbreak in all seasons as if they
wereinit but without the discomfort
of Kansas' sometimescoldandwindy
weather.

The Fortmeyers were chosen for
the Sherman County Conservation
District’ swindbreak awardthisyear,
but for Darle, it's not as much about
conservationaswantingto havetrees.

“ljustliketrees,” hesaid.

It'sniceto be ableto look out and
seeall thetrees, Eileen agreed.

Andthey havemorethanafew. The
Fortmeyers said they bought 75 big
trees from a neighbor in 1984 and
planted them all with atreeplanterin
one day. Then they kept adding to
them, Darle said, bringing their total
today up to around 250.

The windbreak includes Austrian
pines, scotch pines, blue spruce and
afew white pines, Darle said, and is
watered with adrip system. Some of

the trees grow really true to shape
without much help, he said, but oth-
ersdon’t. TheAustrian pineshavethe
best shapeto them, he said.

Though the Fortmeyers would
havetreesjust for their beauty, they
saidthey enjoy other benefitsfromthe
trees. It helps with the wind, Darle
said, and the snow.

“If weever getany,” Eileenadded.

But they have needed the trees to
block snowinthepast, infact, before
they had plantedany. TheFortmeyers
said when they first moved to their
farmin1982,itwasawheat field. The
day after they movedin, Darlesaid, a
blizzard that covered the car and ev-
erything. Therewasnowindbreak, he
said, just wheat stubble.

Two years later, the Fortmeyers
said, they put up awindbreak over-
night by planting the 75 big trees.
Darlesaid they haveadded seedlings
toit ever since.

Thisisn't thefirst windbreak they
haveplanted. Beforemovingtotheir
farm, Darle said, they lived about a |}
quarter mile down the road where |
they had owned Hawkeye Spraying.

“There were no trees to speak of
when we moved there,” Darle said,
“exceptafew Chineseelmswhichare

See TREES, Page 4

Darle Fortmeyer checked the condition of the needles on a spruce tree in his windbreak Tuesday. The
planting, much of which was planted 18 years ago, won the Sherman County Conservation District’s wind-
break award. Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

59th annual meeting, Monday, Feb. 24

6:30 p.m. VFW Hall




2 The Goodland Star-News / Friday, February 21, 2003

LR
s o ;-,,Hh _
9t stants with pride. Pride in himicll and the
oty A i, Tharsricas g tossocud
am/a.ﬂdﬁe’dwplaﬂwcﬁalw.ﬂn/aol,/w
W'Imdwww.ﬂwkﬂm
Ma;oa«fmiqﬁﬁm,laa.jwdadin%m-
wity and committed 1 the land. He's @ family
snan. Passing husuledge on 1 his childnon o
they' Ul be neadyy whon t's thein turn to Jarm. A
good farmer nund o tight speration. But his eyed

& -'I
Y N
. 3 ¢ »

".i':l-',i:' .I

Gt
cmméewwmmaﬁtﬂemmaﬂmt;aldﬂe
more productive. He listons hard when other people
MW.BMW,&W@MW@ZM
Thnouwing out what didn't work and stiching with
He's hard 8o please, but he's Jair. A good farmen, in
shoid, is one of Almenicad greatest natural ressurced.

L & W - Andrist InsuranceAgency, LLC

Linda & Walt Linthacum - owner/agents

Peggy Schlepp- agent
I nsurance PLUS Service

“Licensed in Kansas, Colorado and Nebraska”

le

I

102 E. 8th (8th & Main)
PO. Box 995

Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 899-5678¢ 800-892-4245

For Your Insurance Needs

Jennifer Petracich- agent

X

g

107 S. Quincy
P.O. Box 577

Your “ More than One Company” Insurance Agents ¢, Francis, Kan. 67756

(785) 332-2121 » 888-629-4245




The Goodland Star-News / Friday, February 21, 2003 3

Couple combines faith, farming for success

By Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-news

Nestled on the eastern edge of Sherman
County isafarm and cattle operation that has
combined an unbridled faith in the Lord with
good cropstogiveAllenand DorisQuenzer this
year' s Conservationistsof the Y ear.

They have been living in the same location
for 32 years, and married for 42 years. They
werechosenfor theawardthisyear by the Sher-
man County Conservation District.

Allen, the son of Herman and Eunice
Quenzer, grew upinUtica. Hisfather diedwhile
hewasinhighschool. Allengraduatedin 1957,
and headed to Fort Hays Stateto study agricul -
ture.

Doris, whose parents were Troy and Lottie
Dillinger, grew up three miles north of where
the couple lives today. She graduated from
Brewsterin1957, and headedto Fort Hays State
to study business education. That’ swhere she
met Allen.

They weremarried in December 1960inthe
Pleasant Home Church, afew milesnorthwest
of their home.

After graduation in 1962, the couple moved
to Ness County where they farmed until 1969.
Whilein NessCounty, thecouplewonthecon-
servation district’s Kansas Bankers Award in
1967. They wontheBankersAwardin Sherman
County in 1984.

When they moved to Sherman County, they
farmed with Doris' father and brother, Edwin,
for ayear beforebuyingsix quarterstostart their
ownoperation. Allensaid all theland wasdry-
land at that time, and they havealwaysbalanced
the farming with a background and fattening
cattle operation.

“ She has been the bookkeeper,” Allen said.
“It has been the good L ord and my good wife
that have madethisasuccess.”

Hesaid in the livestock operation, they buy
the cattle, mostly heifers, inthefall and winter
themuntil spring, whenthey takethemtoacom-
mercial lot for finishing and selling.

“Betweenthecattleand crops, they havebal -
anced themsel vesand havecomplimented each
other,” hesaid.

Over theyears, Allen and Doris have added
both land and children. They now have nine

guarters, andtheir threechildrena soownland.

TheoldestisJeff, bornin1962. Heisnow the
athletic director at Colby High School, and he
and hiswife Becky havethreechildren, Jamie,
18, Dusty, 16 and Troy 8.

NextisTodd, bornin 1965. Todd farmsand
with his wife Bronwyn has four children,
Brianna, 9, Shaniah, 7, Talen, 5,and Morgan 1.

The youngest is Brenda, whose husband,
Steven Nice, is a corporate pilot for Contact
FreightersInc. out of Joplin, Mo. They havea
daughter Bridget, 1.

Theproud grandfather pulled out arecentis-
sue of the Colby Free Pressto show aphoto of
hisoldest grandchild, Jamie, asenior at Colby
high school.

On the southwest corner of a section of
ground to the west of the Quenzer homeisa
building and atall tower that house KGCR ra-
dio, whichthefamily helped start 15 yearsago.

Allen said at the time he started the station,
there wasllittle Christian programming, espe-
cially after thenew ownersof KXXX inColby
took the Bible programs off theair.

“1 waslisteningto Christian programsout of
Nebraskaandother partsof Kansas,” Allensaid.
“It was very important to us, and thefarm had
blessed us. Withthehel p of another man, wegot
thelicense and started the station.”

Fiveyearsago, they gavethestationto Praise

Network, and Allen serveson the board of the  Doris and Allen Quenzer, Sherman County Conservationtists of the year.

network, whichhasK PRD inHaysandtwo sta-
tionsin Nebraska.

“Theseareall inrural areas,” Allensaid.

Dorisworkedforthestationfor 10years, and
Allenwasanannouncer intheearly days. Even
daughter Brenda was an announcer whilein
high school.

“WeheldaShare-a-thonevery fall, andwith
thesupport of our listening audience have kept
itgoing,” hesaid. “Wefeel wehaveagood au-
diencewithina75 mileradius.”

Thestationwill celebrate 15yearsontheair
thefirst of March.

The family belongs to the Pleasant Home
Church, and being ontheedge of thetimezone
boundary, they have adapted.

“When wewere going to school askids, the

See QUENZER, Page 5
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Fortmeyers grow Wlndbreaks
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Darle and Eileen Fortmeyer (above), Wlndbreak award winners, in thelr home east of
Goodland. A row of trees on the east side of the Fortmeyers’ house (below) is mostly

spruce but includes some white pines.

Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

TREES, from Page 1

no longer there. All the evergreens| planted.”

The Fortmeyers sold the spraying servicein
1982, and that’ swhen they had to move.

“Wesoldthebusiness,” Eileensaid, “ andthe
housewent withit.”

Besidesspraying, Darlesaid, hefarms, plant-
ing mostly corn, wheat and sunflowers, but
branching out to other cropsfromtimeto time.
He said he started no-till farming in 1970, be-
foreitwaspopular, butit alwaysworkedfor him.

Perhaps that pioneer spirit came from his
grandfather, who Darle said cameto Sherman
County to homestead north of Ruletonin 1886.
Hisfather wasbornin Sherman County and so

washe.

Darle said heleft for about 10 yearstogoto
collegeand spending sometimeinthemilitary
before returning to Sherman County in 1951.
He said hewent to lowa State University, and
that waswhere he met Eileen.

“Shewasmy * Sioux City Sue,’” hesaid.

TheFortmeyerssaidthey raisedfivechildren,
Penny Sheldon of Goodland, Cindy Hutchins
of Levant, Sharon Selan of Houston, aswell as
ason Eric and adaughter Denawho havedied.

The Fortmeyerssaid they appreciate having
two daughters so close and their grandson,
Andy House, and histwo children hereaswell.

“We'relucky to havethemsoclose,” Eileen
said.
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Some things never change ....

agriculture isn’'t one of them.

In today’s complex business world, you not only have to stay on
top of what’s going on in your own back pasture, you have to be
aware of what’s happening halfway around the world. Working
together you can be both in the fields and on-line at the same
time. Getting information about everything from replacement
tractor parts to the cloning of beef cattle to the genetic
reengineering of corn and soybeans without missing a beat.

The business of agriculture is changing every day, but Farm Credit
is still the ag lending expert. We've been financing America’s
agri-businesses for over 80 years, so you might say we’re another
partner you can count on.

G?\Q Farm Credit

,&L of Western Kansas

Formerly the Federal Land Bank Association of Colby
Call 1-800-657-6048
Congratulations Conservation Award Winner!
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www.farmcreditkansas.com

Farm Credit is an Equal
Credit Opportunity and
Equal Housing Lender
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Couple ‘blessed by the Lord’

QUENZER, from Page 3

Brewester school district wastheborder for the
timezone,” Dorissaid. “Wejust keepour clocks
on Central Time, butthechurchisonMountain
Time. Sowehave' Church Time' andeveryone
adjuststothat.”

Doris said she taught businesses classesfor
one semester at Ellis, and has done some sub-
stituting at Brewster.

They buy most of their cattleinthearea, usu-
aly heifers, but thisyear they have somesteers
aswell.

They beganirrigatingin 1970 whenthey put
downthreewells, andthefourthwasontheland
when they bought it.

Today they have seven sprinklers covering
840acres. Allensaysthey havedonesomeflood
irrigation aswell, but not much recently.

Usually they havetwofieldsinwheat, onein
soybeansandfourincorn. They rotatethecrops,
and he said the cornismostly for the cattle.

They have grown milo, but it has to get
planted early becauseof thealtitude. Allensaid
thereisenough of analtitudedifferencetomake
the evenings cooler, and change the growing
patternfor cropslikemilo.

Thefamily got to take atrip to Kansas City
in 1985 when they were picked as the Ameri-
can Royal’ s Kansas Farm Family by the Farm
M anagement A ssociation.

When they bought the farm ground where
they live, there was nothing but a small shed,
and Dorissaidthefirst thing they did wasplant
awindbreak. Allen said the windbreaks have
been very important with the cattle.

Today there are several large windbreaks
around the house and the cattle pensto the east
and south.

Allen saidthat they haveterraceson most of
their farmground, andfor thelast 10yearsthey
have been using more nottill practices.

“Leaving the ground untilled keeps the
ground cooler, and holds more moisture,” he
said. “TheL ord hasbeen goodtous.”

Looking at the problems of keeping afarm
inafamily for generations, Allensaid, it seems
tobethat thefirst generationworksto buildthe
farm, the second generation lives off thefarm
and thethird generation losesthefarm.

Hefeelsvery lucky that hehasbeenabletopro-
videagood homefor hisfamily, andheandDoris
continuetowork thefarm along with their son.

“Weareour own separateunits,” Allensaid,
“but we do work together and share.”

With al their children grown and out of the
house, therewas somequestion about how they
would handlethe empty nest, he said.

In1991, they got involved with an exchange
student program, and Miguel Rezaspent ayear
livingwiththemand attending school in Brew-
ster. Heisfrom Chihuahua, Mexico.

Allen and Doris Quenzer have a successful background and fattening cattle operation,
and believe their windbreaks have been very important in keeping the cattle through
the winters. The Quenzer’s are the Sherman County Conservationists of the Year, and
their award will be presented at the annual dinner at 6:30 p.m. on Monday at the Veter-

ans of Foreign Wars hall.

“Hewasavery good student, and abig help
around the farm,” both Doris and Allen said.
“We enjoyed having him live with us, and we
have been down to hishomethreetimes.”

They have not been involved in the student

Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Star-news

exchangeprogramsince, butin 1998 Miguel’ s
brother Francisco “ Toto” Rezacalled to ask if
he could live with them for ayear to learn En-
glishandattend school. Thenacousin, Eduardo
Varela, cameto livewiththemin 2001.
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Soll expert Is Educator of the Year

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

What isapedol ogist?

That’ s someonewho does scientific stud-
ies of soils, and aHays pedologist has been
chosen as the Educator of the Y ear by the
Sherman County Conservation District.

Jim McDowell of the Natural Resources
Conservation ServiceareaofficeinHayssaid
hetriesto teach youngstersthat soil ismore
complicated and has more uses than most
peoplethink.

Kids usually know soil is used to grow
crops, McDowell said, but don’ t think about
it being ahome for animals, such as prairie
dogs and gophers, or something to build on
or tofilter water.

“1 try to expand their horizons,” he said.

They find out soil hasmore usesthan they
thought, McDowell said.

McDowell said he hasexpanded students’
knowledgeof soil at conservationdaysinarea
counties and the last four years at the Jump
Start Y our Mindfairin Goodland. Onedem-
onstration McDowell said hehasdoneisus-
ing sand to build adam and clay to build an-
other dam to show the kidswhich one holds
water.

McDowell said he talksto students about
parent materials, the types of rocks, wind-

Jim McDowell, Sherman County Educator of the Year.
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blownmatter and particlesfromwater ero-
sionthat soil comesfrom.

Soil texture, the percentage of sand, silt
and clay in soil, determines what the soil
issuitablefor, hesaid.

McDowell said part of hisjobistodo
soil investigationsto seeif, for instance,
soil issuitable for an ag waste pit with-
out the waste seeping into the ground
water or if aliner is heeded to prevent
seepage.

McDowell said heal soservesasaguest
instructor for Fort Hays State University,
Kansas State University and the Univer-
sity of Kansasand hel psgraduate students
at the universitieswith research.

McDowell said graduate studentshave
come to him because the projects they
wereworkingonfortheir thesisdealt with
soil.

Among the projects McDowell said he
has helped with are one dealing with kit
foxes' den sitesin northwest Kansas and
the effects of long-term irrigation on the
soil in Thomas County.

Theresultsof thestudy onirrigationwill
beinteresting, he said, really good infor-
mation. When the study is complete and
published, McDowell said hewill get the
informationout tothecountiesinthisarea.

McDowell said hestarted at theold Soil
Conservation Servicein Liberal in 1988
and worked in Hutchinson and northern
MinnesotabeforegoingtotheHaysoffice
in1994.

The soil in Minnesotaisalot different
fromthatinKansas, hesaid, sinceglaciers
left alot of rocksand rubblethere. Thesoil
in northwest Kansas is perfect for grow-
ing crops, hesaid.

“Youhavegreat soilstofarmout there,”
McDowell said. “Y our problem is need-
ingrain. It workspretty well if it rains.”

There' s a big difference between the
eastern and western parts of Kansas,
McDowell said, since the eastern part of
the state gets enough moisture to grow
most crops.

It' s heart-breaking sometimes to work
withfarmersinnorthwest Kansas, hesaid.
Irrigationisagreat practiceif youget help
fromtherain. But thisyear, especially, he
said, thedrought hasshownthat irrigation
aloneisn’t enough.

McDowell said the Hays office serves
18 counties: Sherman, Cheyenne, Wal-
lace, Thomas, Rawlins, Logan, Trego,
Gove, Sheridan, Decatur, Norton, Gra-
ham, Ellis, Rooks, Russell, Oshorne,
Smith and Phillips.
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Sieck family honored
for conservation effort

By Michelle L. Hawkins
The Godland Star-News

TheSieck family hasgoneaboveand beyond
thecall whenitcomesto conservation practices,
and that’ s one reason they’ ve been named the
2002 Sherman County Conservation District
Bankers Award winners.

Melvin Sieck and his sons, Mike and Mark,
farmin eastern Sherman County north of Edson.
Their family will be recognized during the an-
nual awardsbanquet and meetingMonday night.

For years, the Siecks have practiced no-till
operation and crop rotation. Since they don’t
disk their fields after harvesting a crop, the
stubbleremainsand protectstheland fromwind
and water erosion.

Thestubbleal soprovidesasafeenvironment
forwildlifetobreedandliveduringthefall and
winter months. Because of the ground cover,
wind speed over theland isreduced and mois-
tureispreserved.

Often the family rotates from wheat to corn
withouttillingtheground or using minimal till-
age combined with herbicides.

On other fields, the Siecks say they rotate
betweenwheat, corn, sorghumand summer fal-

low to keep the ground from being depl eted of
nutrients. They have practiced crop rotation
since 1995.

The family has both dryland and irrigated
cropsaswell ascattle. On their irrigated land,
thefamily usesacenter pivot systemtoreduce
the amount of water used.

Fred Wedel of the Sherman County Conser-
vationDistrict saidthe Sieckswork hardto con-
serve water by using the no-till practices and
pivotirrigation

“They doagoodjob of irrigation water man-
agement and managingtheir moisture,” hesaid.

Aswell, Wedel saidthefamily workshard at
planning and managing their finances.

“Mike studies his operation and is a good
manager,” Wedel said. “Heis one of the only
farmersthat | know of in the area who down-
loaded the entirefarm bill off of the Internet.”

Thefamily hasbeen farming north of Edson
since the 1920s when Melvin's dad, William
Sieck, moved to Sherman County from
Greenville, 1. After coming through the area
onacustom harvesting crew, William decided

See SIECK, Page 8
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Mark (left) and Mike (right) Sieck kneeled in one of their fields where no-till practices
are being used. Leaving the stubble in the field preserves moisture and reduces
erosion.
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The Sieck farm, run by Melvin Sieck and his sons Mike and Mark, is

north of Edson in eastern Sherman County.

Sieck family honored

SIECK, from Page 7 crops, but the Siecks proudly main-
tain afamily operation and use very
heliked the areaand moved. little outside labor.

Along with the farming, William  “Whenyou doit yourself, you can
alsooperatedadairy farmontheland be self-sufficient,” Mike Sieck said.
which lasted until the 1970s. Mike “Wedon't haveto beconcerned like
said a regional distributor would somefarmersabout lay-offs.”
comeby twiceaweek topick upthe  Although he said the yields were

milk for afarmcooperative. Thefam- downlast year dueto thedrought, he - - - - X
ily alsokept pigs, sheepandchickens said they feel fortunate their areaof The Sieck family were this year's winners of the Bankers Award given by the Sherman County

onthefarm at that time. the county received more moisture Conservation District, (from left) Mike and daughter Peri, his wife Teresa, his brother Mark holding Mike’s
Now the focus is more on cereal than others. son Powell, their mother Marsha, Mike’s son Parker and his dad Melvin, holding Mike's son Payton.
_ . ’ .
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