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commentary

from other pens...

Many consolidation
Ideas are on target

Consolidation may well turn out asthe buzz word of thislegis-
|ative session.

Conversationsaretakingplaceall over thestateregardingapeek
into the possibilities of consolidating services asameans of sav-
ing money

Lawmakerslast week began di scussionswith educatorsover the
current make up of the state's public school system and whether
theremay beefficienciesthat can berealized. Therearecurrently
303 school districtsin Kansas, andit’shighly likely some should
mergetosaveexpensesandtooffer abetter educationfor theirkids.

Small districtsareat adisadvantagein providingtheproper edu-
cational tools for students. Moreover, small districts struggle to
offer much-needed extracurricular activitiesto students.

Reno County officia sarelunching with officialsfrom the city
of Hutchinson to discuss the possibility of merging some public
safety services. It's a discussion that should get the attention of
officialsfrom other counties.

Garden City commi ssionersappear tohavean openmindtoward
potential consolidation of services. At ameeting last week, com-
missionerssaid it isworth examining what areas of law enforce-
ment, fire and ambulance services may be ableto streamline ser-
vices with the county to avoid unnecessary redundancy and ex-
pense.

Commissioners from both governments should direct their
charges to prepare areport on the pros and cons of consolidated
servicesto measure whether ablueprint should be drawn.

Such effortssignal to, constituentsthat el ected representatives
are open to new waysto thinking, new approachesof tacklingold
prablems.

Merged public safety departments haveworked ‘in other com-
munities, andit behooveslocal governmentsto seek out. all finan-
cia efficienciesavailable.

City commissioners are on target to pursue the idea. - Garden
City Telegram
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TLEMENT

Irrigation over the igh Plains

Editor’snote: Thisisthewinningessayinthe
Sherman County Conser vation District contest
this year written by Devin Mangus of Kano-
rado. Heisafifthgrader at North Elementary.

Irrigation was first introduced into North-
west Kansasin the late 50s and early 60s. In
regions with seasonal rainfall such as North-
west Kansas; irrigation makes farming pos-
sible even during dry months. It provides ex-
trawater for plant growthfromareasthat have
long periodsof littleor norainfall.

The water used for irrigation in Northwest
Kansasistakenfromdugwells. Thewellsare
dug at varies depths. The depth isdetermined
onhowfaritistoreachthewaterintheOgallala
Aquifer. The depth the well is dug and the
amount of water intheaquifer determineshow
many gallons of water are available for the
farmer touseinirrigation of hiscrops.

Cropsgrown under irrigation in Northwest
Kansasincludewheat, corn, variesbeantypes,
grainsorghum, sunflowers, alfalfaand certain
livestock feeds. Each crops needs different
amounts of water to produce good yieldsand

Wed at 16,

Hewaswed at 16 — amarriage arranged by
hisparentstoalocal girl. Shewas 14.

Hewasagood catch, Caesar MoyrofiVerdugo
said with just alittle brag in hisvoice. Hehad a
jobinthetouristindustry, had beentotheUnited
Statesand could speak English.

Caesar wasshowing usthecountry hegrew up
in—theback country of the Baja, whereranches
are tucked into the barren landscape next to
streamsthat givethemlife.

Thiswas not the Mexico we had been seeing
inour five-star hotel with two swimming pools,
arestaurant and exerciseroom. Thiswasnot the
ocean front property that goes for astronomical
prices.

Thiswas the land of proud people, who live
pretty much like their ancestors have for centu-
ries.

Ashepointsout thefloraand faunaof theBaja
— cactus, pamtrees, birds, lizards and spiders,
Caesar talksabout hislifeandthelivesof hisfam-
ily andfriends.

Hewasborn on aranch and walked many miles
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There are 4 general methods of irrigation
practices: (1) surfaceirrigation, (2) sprinkler
irrigation, (3) trickleirrigation, and (4) sub-ir-
rigation.

Surfaceirrigation is when the farmer runs
water over the surface of the field. There are
two kinds of surfaceirrigation. Flood, which
coverstheentirefieldwithwater that soaksinto
theground using dikesor levees. Alsofurrow
irrigation, where crops are watered through
furrowsdug acrossthefield Thefarmer plants
seedsintheridges between thefurrows.

Sprinkler irrigation is when a pump forces
water through a pipe to nozzles called sprin-
kler heads. The sprinkler headsdistributewa-
terinaspray or misttothecrop. Thepipescan

bein astraight line or an overhead sprinkler
system that distributeswater whilemovingin
acircle.

Trickle irrigation furnishes water through
plastic tubes that lie on or underneath the
ground. The tubes have small holes callec
emittersthat arelocated at points correspond-
ing tothelocation of the plants.

Sub-irrigation applies water from beneath
therootsof plants. Thewater comesfrom un-
derground pipes or ditches, while the surface
abovetheground remainsdry.

Over the years the most popular irrigation
practice has become the overhead sprinkler
method. Thismethod coversmoreground, anc
uses less water and energy. It resultsin less
expenseand labor. Whichmeanshigheryield's
and income.

Farmershavebeen giventhesetool stomake
them more productive and plus earn the title
of Lord of the Lands. Even with all of these
toolsand extraknowledge, we still can’t out-
wit Mother Nature.

Caesar has kept his focus
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to school. Eventually, he moved to the dormitory
thechurch had nexttotheschool for ranch children.
He studied hard and earned the attention of histu-
tors, who pointed him out to an American couple.

Thecouplearrangedfor himtogototheUnited
States as a foreign-exchange student when he
wasinthe seventh grade.

When hereturned hefinishedtheeighthgrade
andwenttowork tohelpthefamily. Soonhewas
amarried manand not toolong after that afather.

But he wanted more. While his marriage has
worked out, headmitshewasscaredto deathand
definitely did not want to get married when he
was 16.

Over theyearshehasgoneonto completehis
high school degreeandisgoingtocollegeviathe

Internet and community colleges. Hehasal sohad
hiswifego back to school and completeher edu-
cation. Their eldest, ason, isat the university.

Their only other childisagirl of 11 and hehas
vowedthat shewill haveher chance. Shewill not
beforcedinto marriageassoonasshebecomese
woman. Shewill goto high school and college,
if shechooses.

Infact, hesaid, hegotintotroubleover that very
issuewith hiswife.

Hisdaughter asked if hewasgoingto arrange
amarriage for her and he vehemently said that
hewouldnever dothat. That’swhat had happened
to him and he wouldn’t force either of his chil-
dreninto an arranged marriage, he continued.

Unfortunately, hiswifeoverheardtheexchange,
hesaid, and hewasin thedog housefor days.

LifeischangingintheBaja. Slowly tobesure.

Now the children have a high school within
running distance. They run becauseit’san hour
walk and if they run they can sleep later in the
mornings.

That soundsfamiliar.

Carrying green plants may get you arrested

Mark my words: before the summer is over,
police will be seen carrying armloads of green,
|eafy plantsfromaCol orado home, andtheown-
erswill bebusted, hauled off tojail and fined.

For growing tomatoes.

That'sright, it'ssoonto beillegal to grow to-
matoes— or any other garden plants—in Colo-
rado, at least in the city of Aurora. There'sa
drought on, you know.

Andthecity will bewatching.

Likemost Coloradocities, Auroradependson
expensivewater pipedinfrom the mountainsto
fuel its growth and wealth. Only this year, new
subdivisions will be barren and once-vaunted
lawnswill bebrown and wilted.

The city, fearing that its already tapped-out
reservoirswill rundry, hasbanned new plantings
after May 9. Thatincludeslawns, trees, flowers,
shrubs— and vegetabl es.

To appreciate how much this hurts, you have
to appreciate that Auroraisin competition with
every other suburb on the Front Range for new
residents. Peoplearenot likely toflock to subdi-
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visions where the lawns are dust and the land-
scaping consistsof afew rocks.

That'swhat Aurorawill be offering, though,
and by summer, it may not bethe only Colorado
towninasimilar fix. Heck, if it doesn't rain, we
could beinthesameboat out hereontheplains.

Boat. That'safigure of speech. Youwon't be
abletofloat your boat, either hereor inAurora,
by summer. And you darned well better not be
caught washingit.

TheColorado city isdoing acompl ete about-
faceon planting, sincenormally it won't et de-
velopers open up a hew subdivision for occu-
pancy until thelandscapingisin.

But asdry asit’s been, the city just can’t jus-
tify people using water on planting. So far,

though, it’snot banned watering existing lawns.
Not yet, anyway.

Thecity did makeonesmall concessiontothe
gardener that livesin al of us. An official said
peoplecangrow afew tomatoes, and presumably
carrotsor |ettuceif they like, in containers.

I guess they’re considered house plants if
they’ rein buckets.

Theofficialsdidn’t say how many buckets of
tomatoes they would allow, but | can see some
people filling the basement with row after row
of hydroponic tomatoes under grow lights. It'd
be like one of the pot-growing setups you read
about the copsfinding.

And cometo think of it, with the garden ban,
tomatoes might be almost asvaluable.

By summer, | predict that some wiseguy will
find away to hide some carrots between thedog
pen and the hedge. And get caught.

Bootleg tomatoeswill beall therage. Andthe
city may haveto start counting house plants.

And remember, the cops still care what you
grow inthose pots.
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