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commentary

from our viewpoint...

L.ooming war raises
tensions, rhetoric

Today thereareover 200,000A merican servicemenandwomen
being staged in Turkey, Kuwait and other countries around the
Persian Gulf for animpendinginvasion of Irag.

Aswe contemplate the flying of bombs and bulletsthereisan
uneasy feelinginour stomach at what theconflict may costinlives.

There have been wars since the beginning of man, and some
political scientistsarguethat isthenatural state of man at thelow-
estlevel. Thehorrorsof war havebecomemorevisibleastheabil -
ity to communicate the sounds and images with the invention of
the radio and television. We have heard the sounds of war since
theonewefought 60yearsago, andwatched nightly aswestruggled
through thejungles of Vietnam.

Twelveyearsago wewatched thewar from both sideswhenwe
massed forcestothrow Iragout of Kuwait. Wewatched asthemis-
siles and bombs fell on Baghdad and the Scuds flew into Saudi
Arabiaand Isragl. Thewar was one of the shortest on record, and
the loss of American lives extremely small compared to the total
involved.

Faceit, we got lucky, and part of that iswe made our own luck
by pounding the Iragi military and their leadersfor weeks before
we sent thetroopsinto battle.

Now welook back and hopetheimpending war will be another
quick one, and not cost alarge number of lives. Wewill watch and
listen asthe story continuesto unfold, but thefeelingin our stom-
achwon't ceaseuntil thefinal decisionismadetochargeintobattle.

Oncecommitted to acourse of actiontheAmericanwarriorisa
fearsome fighting force, and with a clear mission of the elimina-
tion of Saddam Hussein wewill undoubtedly prevail.

Wehavesterilizedtheart of war over thelast 40 years, but there
aregoing to be casualties, and an unknown many will comehome
injured and dead. Part of that feeling in our stomachisthefear we
will know some of thosewho arekilled.

Watching theeventsmovingrelentlessly toward war, weshould
remember that the prelude to war is sort of adanceritual full of
rhetoric, saber rattling and flag waving. Focusing theattention on
“the enemy” isimportant to be sure the servicemen are prepared
tokill. At the sametimethere is aneed to convince the people of
the country that thisaction isnecessary and theright thing to do.

In modern warswe havetried to narrow the focusto those who
areholdingthegunsand pointing themat us, butinany war people
will bekilled becausethey areinthewrongplaceat thewrongtime.

We know when the war beginsthere will be aswelling of sup-
port for our men and women in the front lines, and that isagood
thing for they need our prayersand support. Atthesametimelet’s
be clear the focus of thiswar is specifically aimed at the head of
one man who we have branded asevil incarnate.

We need to keep our immigrant past in mind aswe judge those
who are citizens of Iraq because they were born there, and those
who have sought to embrace freedom by fleeing to our country.
Bashingtheenemy ispart of therhetoric of war, butlet’snot allow
it to become arallying cry to cover prejudice of peoplefor their
religiousor cultural beliefs.

AsAmericanswe have aproud history, but at the sametimewe
should not cast stones at otherslest they hit our glass housefirst.
— TomBetz
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| REMAINS ON WiGH ALERT

ON WALL STREET,
THE DOW
CLOSED UP SHARPLY
THANKS TO A
SIGNIFICANT RISE IN
DUCT TAPE STOCKS.

Watching snow fall, thinking about spring

| don’t know about you, but I’ msitting here
looking out at abeautiful 12-inch snowfall.

However my thoughtsaredefinitely turning
toward spring.

I’ mready toenjoy flowersintheyard, spring
rains, warmer weather, etc.

| never used to think about things like the
weather when | wasakid. Weeither went out-
sideor wedidn't. School wasnever dismissed
pending bad weather. There were no radio
alertsbecausewedidn’t havethesophisticated
predictionswe do today.

Once in awhile we would get to go home
early — usually after thestormhad al ready hit.

Teachers didn’t have to wonder if the stu-
dentswould be okay because most of uslived
withineasy walking distanceof theschool and
most of our momsweretherewaiting for us.

Only acoupleof timesdo | remember being
held at the school until an adult picked me up.
That wasn’t always easy; few families had
morethan one car which dad had at work, and
not everyone had telephones.

‘Misleading’ bill wou

Tothe Editor:

The Senate special committee on judiciary
recently endorsed and passed SB 123 that
would allow release of nearly 300 prisoners
from our prison system. The Kansas Sentenc-
ing Commissionandthesupportersof thishill
claimthat thesedrug offendershavenohistory
of drugtraffickingor manufactureandthat they
arenonviolent offendersand, therefore, donot
represent adanger to Kansascommunities.

Claimingtheseoffendersarenonviolentand
have no history of trafficking or manufactur-
ingisintentionally misleading. Thisbill’sin-
tentisto solely easetheovercrowdingin state
prisons and avoid the necessity of building
more prison beds.

What the supporters and the committee ig-
nore, in spite of testimony by prosecutorsand
law enforcement to the contrary, isthat these
offendershavebeenarrestedfor traffickingand
manufacturing and pleaded to lesser charges
to avoid stiffer sentences for drug trafficking
and manufacturing.

These offenders are dangerous to our com-
munities, they aretheoneswho havebeen deal -
ing drugsand operating themethamphetamine
labsthat exposeour residentstothedangerous
and toxic chemicals. Releasing these drug of -
fendersback totheir communitieswould only
result in law enforcement agencies having to
expend limited resources to identify, investi-
gateand arrest them again.

Additionally, under the provisions of this
bill, theseoffenderswoul d berel eased tocom-
munity-based treatment programs. Most of
them haveal ready beenthroughtreatment pro-
grams at taxpayer expense. How often do we
keep sending them to treatment or paying for
treatment?If treatmentissuchaviableoption,
why has it been all but eliminated from the
prison system?

Theseoffenderswouldberequiredtopay for
treatment. However, if they cannot afford to
pay, taxpayerswill and, maybe, at somepoint,
theoffender will reimbursethestate/taxpayer.

If theoffender fail stoparticipateintreatment
or they violate the conditions of their release,
they canbesent tocounty jailsfor upto60days

lorna
g.t.
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Stormsweretruly worsethentoo; they’ dlast
for daysand snow enoughinKansas/Nebraska
to cover cars. (Yes, | know that sounds like
exaggeration, but | swear it'strue!)

How many times lately have you changed
your mindabout going somewhere—let’ssay,
to church, because you heard the wind chill
factor made the temperature about 8 degrees
abovezero?

Why should that matter if you aren’t going
out on the highwaysfor along trip?

Wegetinour heated carsand drivelessthan
amile, park amost next to the door and rush
in. Soit’'scold!

Our grandparentsdidn’t|et that bother them.
They just piled more heavy comfortersinthe
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for a shock effect. This amounts to nothing
morethananunfunded mandateontheal ready
over-burdened countiesand county jails.

Itisthestate’ sresponsibility tomaintainand
operate prisonsfor people who endanger our
communities. Releasing these people back to
our communitiesisindirect conflict withthis
responsibility.

Sen. Derek Schmidt offered a proposal to
downgradethestatusof theseoffenderssothey
could be held at minimum security facilities,
which are cheaper to build and operate. Sen.
John Vratil, the committee chairman, dis-
missed Schmidt’s proposal out-of-hand and
said it would not be considered with thebill’s
passage. Thisis yet another example of the
committee'sfailing to listen to opposing tes-
timony or aternative solutions.

The people of Kansas need to contact their
senators and representatives and let them know
that youdonot want thesedrug deal ersand manu-
facturersrel eased back into your communities.

Douglas S. Murphy
drug enforcement coordinator
Quad County Drug Task Force

Colby

TotheEditor:

| wasextremely disappointedinyour decision
to sensationalize the recent meth lab discovery
by headlining the individuals as college stu-
dents. Your reporter additionally feltit necessary
tomentiontwiceinthecontentsof thearticlethat
theaccused weretechnical college students.

Pleaseget your factsbeforeyouwrite. None
of the individuals mentioned is currently en-
rolledat Northwest Kansas Technical College
or affiliatedwiththecurrent classesconducted
at thecollege.

My issuewiththeheadlineandarticlewithin
theFeb. 25issueof The Goodland Star-News,

buggy and headed out. What has happened to
our American hardiness?

Spring snows are always nicer. When it
snows without being too cold, without an ac-
companying blast of frigidwind, itiseasier to
enjoy.

Spring snowsarea most pleasant — if they
don'tcomesolatethat thetreesarebudded, the
gardenisblooming, etc. Then... well, thereare
drawbacksto everything | guess.

Maybe we should just skip spring and go
right to summer. Or maybe we should just go
fishing.

You know what someone said about fish-
ing: “What | doiscalled ‘fishing.’ If it was
easy, we would refer to it as ‘ catching,” and
therewouldbeal ot morepeopledoingit.” —
Linda Greenlaw (The Hungry Ocean
(Hyperion).

Frankly I’ drather continuetocall itfishing;
it'smorerelaxing. Catchingbringsonawhole
new set of problems.

Holdon! Spring’scoming!

drug offenders

is the newspaper’s negative and defamatory
reflectiontowardsthetechnical collegeandthe
500-plus students enrolled at the college. As
president of thecollege, | think thiswasapoor
decisionand portraysapoor imageof our col-
lege and the studentsenrolled.

The college does not for a second sanction
or tolerate drug use, or the manufacturing, or
possession of drugs. Itisjust asdisappointing
tomethat theseyoung menareinvolvedinsuch
an illegality. Such a situation has a negative
reflectionon collegestudentsandyouthingen-
eral. Anyone that chooses such actions de-
servesto facethe consequences.

| challenge you and your staff to print the
facts and leave the derogatory comments to-
ward the college and college students out of
your reports. When reporting on other recent
drugfindings, | donot recall your staff stating
the accused individuals places of work, etc.
Thiswould beagood practiceto adhereto.

My challengeextendsfurther and | ask youtc
findwaystoreport on positiveactivitiessuchas
thestudent leaderswho havespent weeksattend-
ingWest school to hel pteachersand el ementary
students, or the engineering studentswho spent
anafternoon movingour Chamber of Commerce
office, or theel ectrical studentswho hel ped Ro-
tary set up and disassembl e the Christmas scene
around Goodland Regional Medical Center, or
the community blood drive that collected 149
pintsof blood from collegestudents, or theHal-
loween haunted house, open to the public thal
collected approximately 500 items of food anc
$100cashfor Genesis, or the Student Senatefood
drivein November that collected an additional
1,000 itemsof food for Genesis.

| could continue, but hopefully | have made
my point that the studentsat thetechnical col-
lege are positive individuals and most of the
time contribute to the betterment of our com-
munity. Our community is fortunate to have
our college and the students who attend. |
would appreciate your consideration in the
futureand our community will be better for it.

KennethA. Clouse, president

Northwest Kansas Technical College

Goodland
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