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City seeking proposals for trash collection

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

City commissioners agreed dur-
ing awork session Monday that
they still want out of thetrash busi-
ness, and decided to seek new pro-
posal stobuy andrunthecity’strash
service.

There was no discussion about
further negotiationswith Sherman
County, but thefour commissioners
present saidthey wereinterestedin
new proposalstohaveaprivatefirm
collect thecity’strash.

The county commissioners had
been negotiatingwiththecity about
taking over thetrash collection for
fivemonths, but arecent exchange
of letters seemed to end thediscus-
sions.

Membersof the Sherman County
Economic Development Council
tried to get both sides to agree on
having the county collect and

handle all the trash. The dispute
with city broketo the surfacewhen
thecounty refusedto accept atruck-
load of city trash contaminated with
constructionanddemolitiondebris.
This sent the city looking for a
contractor to buy it's equipment.
Thenthecity and county devel oped
a 17-point plan for a county take-
over, but neither side made adeci-
sion. At apublic forumin January,
city Commissioner Curtis Hurd
suggested that the county pay for
the sorting and the city woul d keep
the trash collection. The county
commissioners agreed in aletter,
but city commissioners were not
pleased with the strings attached.
Monday, City Manager Ron
Pickman gave the commissioners
drafts of a contract and city ordi-
nance which would be part of the
proposal process. Hesaid hehoped
to have the request for proposal

draft compl eted by thecommission
meeting on Monday.

Pickmansaidhehadtalkedtothe
city attorney about the sale of the
city trash collection equipment, and
he recommended that the city get
the money for the equipment up
front rather thanagreeingtofinance
it over aperiod of years.

He said that would protect the
city in case the contractor should
fail. Otherwise, he said, the city
would haveto repossessthe equip-
ment

City Commissioner CurtisHurd
asked if the city could finance the
equipment. Pickman said thecom-
mission could make that decision,
but he was reporting the lawyer’s
advice.

Hurd said having to finance the
equipment cost upfront might make
it more difficult for some of those
interested in handling the city col-

Three-tier water rates
will boost conservation

The drought forced the city to
imposetight lawn-watering restric-
tionslast year, and at awork session
Monday night, city commissioners
looked for waysto handletheprob-
lem inamore planned manner.

City Manger Ron Pickman said
using atier rate, with users paying
higher rates the more they use,
could encourage water conserva-
tion.

“The intent isto save water, not
tomakeapileof money,” Pickman
said. “The best suggestion to en-
courage conservation in difficult
timesisto get into people’s pock-
ets.”

The tier rate would have three
phases, with the restriction and
costs going up with the severity of
the emergency.

Currently, the water rate is 95
cents per 100 gallons up to 5,000
gallons, with the first 300 gallons
free per month.

Thefirst phase of awater emer-
gency, with tier rates, the price
would be $1.50 for anything over
5,000 gallons; $2.50 for over
10,000 gallons and $3.50 for over
15,000 gallons.

Inasecond-phaseemergency, the
95 cents would be up to 2,500 gal-
lons, rise to $1.50 for up to 5,000,
$2.50 up to 7,500, and be $3.50 for
everything over 7,500 gallons. A
phase 3 emergency would include
mandatory controlson water use.

Pickman said these rates would
besomethingthecommissioncould
impose as a part of what they al-
ready have in the water ordinance
or asanadditiontotheother restric-
tions. Those restrictions could in-
clude the watering hours and even
and odd daysaswereimposed last
summer.

“When you have an emergency,
itwouldkickin,” hesaid, “not only
inthesummer, butif youhadawell
failure or any time you have an
emergency inthewater system.”

Commissioner DeanBlumesaid
he felt most of those who already
conservewater would not behurt by
therates.

“In an emergency, those who
conserve would not be hurt,”
Pickmansaid, “ but thosewho abuse
would pay more.”

Pickman suggestedthecity could
provide the customers with hints
about saving water. Conservation
efforts do work, he said, as evi-
denced by theemergency last sum-
mer. The measuresimposed by the
city did drop the pumping rate.

Mayor Tom Rohr saiditwouldbe
expensiveif thecity weretobefined
by the state for over pumping its
well permits. Pickman saidthepen-
alty could be $10,000 per day for
suchaviolation.

Another water related issue was
that currently the city charges the
same base monthly rate for all the

meters, no matter what size the
customer’sline.

EdWolak, publicworksdirector,
said a one-inch meter costs $975
installed, and that the city charges
$5.60 per month asthebaseratefor
thewater meter.

Commissioner Rick Billinger
said hedidn’tfeel they neededtodo
muchtothewater ratesbecausethe
system ismaking money.

Pickman saidthebaserateonthe
meter does not give the city much
income to replace the equipment,
and suggestedthecommissionlook
at raising the rates for the larger
meters.

With most of the residential
meters being one-inch, it was sug-
gested thisrate might beincreased
to $6 per month, and the rate for a
two-inch meter would be $15, for a
three-inch $30 and for afour-inch
meter $45.

Wolak saidtheone-inchmeteris
supposed to be the smallest in the
system, and that if they find any-
thing smaller itisreplaced.

Thecommissionersasked Wolak
if he had an inventory of the water
meters, and he said they did not
have oneat thistime.

The commission is expected to
review an ordinance setting out the
water rate changes in the near fu-
ture. They want to have the emer-
gency water ratesinplacebeforethe
summer, just in case.

Time zone change backed

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Membersof the Sherman County
Convention and Visitors Bureau
voted Monday to support a pro-
posed changefromMountain Time
to Central Time.

J.B. McClureand Larry Keirns,
who had previously approachedthe
Sherman County Economic Devel-
opment Council about the idea,
talked to the visitor’s board about
theidea, sayingitwouldbegoodfor
business.

Chairman Dale Neil aid he has
heard people at his KOA camp-
grounddecidetodrivefarther when
they learned that Goodlandisnotin
the Central Time Zone.

“We'regoing to givethisthing a
boost to seeif we can makeit hap-
pen,” McClure, a plumbing and
heating contractor, said. “We be-
lieve the school district isin favor,

the city isin favor and Sherman
County isinfavor. Wewill betalk-
ingtothemand otherstoget support
for thechange.”

Visitors board member Ryan
Hageman said one drawback he
could seewould bethat inthe sum-
mer the sun wouldn’t go down un-
til later, and that might mean his
business would have to stay open
later.

“People don't eat until the sun
goes down,” said Hageman, who
managesWendy's.

Keirnssaid thelonger afternoon
light would give golfers an extra
hour to play, and moretimefor the
summer ball programsaswell.

“Thisseems so logical,” Keirns
said, “itisjust strange out here for
us not to be part of Kansas. We
wouldliketohavesupport fromthis
group on thismatter.”

Judy Siruta, manager of theCom-

Board field narrows

ELECTION, from Page 1

filed for Kanorado City Council,
although two positions are open.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel said
theregi strationbooksarenow open
for the general el ection and people
canregister at her officeuntil Mon-
day, March 17.

With the election scheduled for
April 1, shesaidtheadvancevoting
isexpectedtobeginby March 12 if
the ballots are printed.

Theprimary wasthesecondtime
thevoting hasbeen held at the Vet-
eransof ForeignWarsbuilding, and
Rumpel said it seemed to go well.
All general election voting will be
held at the samelocation.

L ooking at theadvancevotingin
the primary, Philbrick and Russell

each received 77 votes. Meliahad
75, Doke 68, Whalen 66, Gray 64,
Duell 59, Smith 55, Pianalto 38, and
Galindo 23.

The Kanorado election, oddly
enough, was held in Goodland be-
cause with its new voting system,
Sherman County has gone to a
single poling place. There was no
place to vote in the smaller town,
and most people apparently chose
to use advance voting rather than
makethedrive.

In the mayor’s race, Estes re-
ceived 18 advance votes, Webber
had 10, and al 3 of Handle'svotes
were advance.

Tuesday, 14 peoplemadethe 16-
mile trek from Kanorado to
Goodland to vote, with 10 voting
for Estesand 4 for Webber.

fort Inn, madethemotionto support
the time zone change. Elaine Mor-
row, manager of Super 8Motel, sec-
onded the motion.

The board members present,
Neil, Hangmen, Morrow, Norma
Notz, owner of Motel 7, and
Marilyn Collett of Butterfly Avia-
tion (by proxy) votedinfavor of the
time change. They instructed Ex-
ecutive Director Donna Price to
writealetter toindicatetheboard’s
support.

Keirnssaid hewouldhaveanad-
dresstosendtheletter tointhenear
future.

lectionto bid.

Pickman said another part of the
proposal would be a question of
whether toincludeafranchisefee
to be paid to the city. He said it
would be something to consider,
but hefelt it wasnot necessary in
the beginning.

The proposalswill befor a10-
year contract, hesaid, andthat the
feeswouldbeset for thefirstfive.
Therewould be conditionsinthe
contract that would protect the
contractor if thefuel costs, tipping
feesor other costsincreased dra-
matically.

Commissioner Dean Blume
asked if the proposal allows the
contractor to haul anywhere they
want, and Pickman said it is en-
tirely uptothebidder. They would
not haveto usethe county’sland-
fill.

“The companies will present

youwith proposal sabout how they
will collect the trash,” Pickman
said, “and it will be up to the com-
missionto sel ect thebest onebased
on the details included in the pro-
posals.”

Commissioner Rick Billinger
said hefeltit might begoodtoseta
base price for the city equipment,
but Pickmansaid hefeltit shouldbe
up to the person making the pro-
posal. He suggested this might be
one of the negotiating pointsin de-
terminingwhich proposal to accept.

“1think weneedtogetall theway
out,” saidMayor TomRohr. “1 think
weneed to get out of all the special
pickupsand everything.”

“Wedon'twanttodowhat wedid
last time,” Pickman added, refer-
ring to apreviousround of propos-
als which have fallen by the way-
side in nearly two years of wran-
glingwiththecounty over thetrash

issue. “Wewanttoget al theinfor-
mation up front.”

Pickman said he thought there
were several groupsor individuals
interested in presenting proposals.
He said U.S. Waste Industries of
Colorado Springs continues to be
interested, alongwith arearesidents
KevinButts, Chuck Redlin, Randy
Topliff and possibly one other.

If the commission approves the
draft request for aproposal onMon-
day, hesaid, they will set adatefor
having them returned to the city.
Thesuggestionwastogivethecom:-
panies two to three weeks to have
them completed, but no specific
datewas set.

Billinger said he wanted to be
sure everybody was on the same
page.

“1 don’t think weshould sell it at
all,” Billinger said, “but | want it tc
beasfair and simpleaspossible.”

Poetry and steer roping

say and limerick contests.

Payton and Powell Sieck, twin sons of
Mike and Teresa, tried roping Stan the
Steer after the Sherman County Conser-
vation dinner Monday night at the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Hall. “Poet Lariat”
Ron Wilson, the entertainment for the
evening, invited kids to try roping Stan
after the dinner. Wilson introduced a
friend, “Pete the Possum,” as part of his
program. The dinner included presenta-
tion of the annual conservation awards
and winners of the children’s poster, es-
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matters of record

District Traffic

Thefollowingtraffic caseswere
handledinthe Sherman County dis-
trict court:

Feb.12—Al H.Kleinsorge, 82,
of Kanorado was fined $10 for no
seat belt.

Sheryl A. Millam, 43, of
Goodland was fined $79 for no
child restraint and $10 for no seat
belt.

Feb. 13— ChadJasonLyons, 25,
of Cherokee, Okla., wasfined $149
for speeding, 75/55, and $300for no
liability insurance.

Reynaldo’s

Me

xican food

“moving

Your favorite Mexican restaurant is
moving to the junction of Hwy 24 and 27
(910 W. Hwy 24 - the old Sharon’s Taco)

Dine-in ¢ Carryout ¢ Drive-through
Open 7 Days a week « 7 am - 10 p.m.
785-899-7077

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

Authentic

IS

student of the week

Name: Brandon Van
Vleet

Parents: George and
Mary Ann Van Vleet

Grade: 12

Age: 18

We've nominated this
student because: Because
Brandon has shown out-
standing leadership and has
taken on many rolls this
year. Brandon has a lot of
pride in what he does and
aways puts out 100% ef-
fort.

Student Comment: |
will remember the friends
I’ ve made and the teachers
that helped me succeed.
The art class has been re-
warding to me.

Activitiesinvolved in at
school: FCCLA, Band,
Tennis

My choice of movies,
books, and games : My
favorite movies are The
Fast and The Furious and
Dumb and Dumber. Music
isrock and country

After | leave Goodland
High School | intend to
....Attend Northwest

Kansas Technical Col-
lege in Auto Technology

And 10year sfrom now,
| think 1’1l be: Hopefully
running and managing my
own business

BH &R

815 Main Goodland, Kans. 67735
785-899-3022
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