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Wildcats advance in Dighton regional

Freshman Kyle Elder came up
big again for the Sharon Springs
Wildcatsina53-47 victory against
Wheatland on Tuesday night.

Elder’shardwork insidethelane
hasbecomeatrademark in hisfirst
high school season, andthingswere
nodifferent duringthefirst round of
Class1A regionals.

Elder scored 29 points, morethan
the rest of the Wildcats combined,
tolead theteam.

Twelveof Elder’spointscamein
the first quarter as Sharon Springs
jumped outtoa19-10lead.

Kyle O’ Connor helpedto get the
Wildcatsgoingwith athree-pointer
and Grady Fischer added four

Lady Wildcats

By Brenda Kirkham
The Goodland Star-News

Therealization of their situation
started to sink in for the Sharon
SpringsLady Wildcatsat thebegin-
ning of thethird quarter against the
Weskan Lady Coyotesin the first
round of Class 1A regionals.

And that reality wasn't a pretty
picture. It took just alittletoo long
for the Wildcats to kick into gear,
and they ended their season with a
48-41 loss to their down-the-road
rivals.

At halftime, Sharon Springs
trailed 30-10. The Sharon Springs
crowd sat in stunned silence
through most of thefirst half asthe
Wildcatsstruggledto even execute
the fundamentals. Numeroustrav-

eling callstook the Cats out of the
game early. Seniors Darci Siebert
and Renee Rains accounted for
seven of the Wildcats first half
points.

Thesecond half started outinthe
samefashion.Atleastuntil 1:23re-
mained in the third quarter. That's
whentheWildcatsdecided enough
was enough and started pouring in
the points.

Siebert hitashot that starteda10-
Orunfor Sharon Springs. Rainsthen
found Ashley Bruce for Bruce's
first of threetreysto close the gap
t039-21. Rainssuffocating defense
ontheWeskan guardsfrustratedthe
Coyotes into turnovers and fouls
that only helped the Wildcats'
cause. Siebert connected on anin-

pointsinthe quarter.

Elder slowed down during the
second quarter, but only dlightly.

Hehadthreemorefieldgoalsand
went 2-for-2fromthecharity stripe
beforetheWildcatsheadedintothe
locker room at halftime with a29-
23lead.

In the third quarter, free throws

were alarge factor in the Wildcats
maintaining a 43-35 edge.
O’ Connor and Kevin Heyl both
went 2-for-2 on free throws in the
third quarter.

Kellen Davis also made hisfirst
of two three-pointers to keep the
Wildcats ahead.

Davis and Elder were the only

Wildcatsto scoreinthefinal quar-
ter.

Davis made his second three
pointer and a free throw while El-
der added six points.

Although Wheatland outscored
the Wildcats 13-10 in the second
guarter andthen12-10inthefourth,
theleadtheWildcatshad builtinthe

first period served them well.

Elder had 29 points, Fischer 10,
Davis seven, O’ Connor five and
Heyl two, both onfreethrows.

The Wildcats advance to play
against Tribunetonight in Dighton
at 5p.m. Mountain. If they beat the
Jackrabbits, they’l play thewinner
of the Weskan-Grinnell game.

lose heartbreaker to \WWeskan

bounds pass to Bruce, who hit a
three-pointer. Then Bruce topped
off the quarter by driving the lane
and getting the basket to bring the
Wildcats back within 13 points by
the end of the quarter.

The break in action between
quartersdidn’t cool off Bruce'shot
hand. Less than half aminuteinto
thefinal quarter, she made another
shot on adrive to the basket. An
emphatic “Get in there” from a
Sharon Springs spectator sittingin
the stands prompted the ball
throughthehoopasit sat ontherim
and finally fell through. Alisha
Welshfouled Bruceontheshot, and
shemadethefreethrow toclosethe
gaptojust 10.

Weskan again started to pull

Class 4A regional tourney
starts Monday in Colby

By Darrel Pattillo
The Goodland Star-News

The road to the state basketball
tournament in Salina goes straight
through Colby.

Barring any major upsets, the
Goodland Cowboysareheaded for
another match-up next week with
the Colby Eagles for the sub-state
championship.

Both Goodland teams are in the
bottom brackets; both Colby teams
aretheNo. 1 seeds.

TheNo. 4-seed Cowboys (13-7)
will play Hugoton (8-11) Monday
night at the Max Jones Fieldhouse
in Goodland. If they get by
Hugoton, and Larned (14-5) beats
Concordia(8-11),it' |l beCowboys
and Indians when Goodland plays
Larnedin Colby.

But Cowboy coach Jon McLean
isn't really looking past Hugoton.

“Thisisthe time of year when

anything can happen,” he said.
“Hugoton’s a good team, and we
aren’t taking them for granted.”

FortheNo. 4-seed Cowgirls(15-
5), the road to Salinafirst goesto
Hays.

The Cowgirlswill play Pratt (7-
12), at the designated sitein Hays.
Pratt is more than 150 miles from
Goodland, sotheteamsaremeeting
halfway, andwill play at HaysHigh
at 6 p.m. Mountaintime.

Itwon'tbeany easier after that for
the Cowgirls. If they beat Pratt,
they’ll play the winner of the
Larned (16-3)-Hugoton (5-14)
match-up.

Herearethefirst pairingsfor the
Class 4A sub-state tournament,
which startsMonday and concludes
next Saturday, March 8, at Max
Jones. All timesare Central.

Boys
Colby (16-4) versus Ulysses (4-

15) at Colby, 7:30 p.m. Scott City
(12-7) versus Pratt (9-10) at Scott
City, 7 p.m. Larned (14-5) versus
Concordia(8-11) at Larned, 7 p.m.
Goodland (13-7) versus Hugoton
(8-11) at Goodland 6:15 p.m.

The next round for the boyswill
be on Thursday at the Colby Com-
munity Building; game times
haven't been announced yet. The
championship gamewill be Satur-
day at 7:30 p.m.

Girls

Colby (19-1) will play Ulysses
(1-18) at 6 p.m. Monday night be-
cause both Ulysses teams play
Colby. The rest of the girl’sfirst
round games are on Tuesday.

Scott City (14-5) will play
Concordia(8-11) Tuesday nightin
Colby at 7p.m. Larned (16-3) plays
Hugoton(5-14) at 7 p.m.inLarned.
Goodland (15-5) playsPratt (7-12)
inHaysat 7 p.m.

Grant Lady Mustangs win two
at ‘B-team Fun Day’ tournament

By Darrel Pattillo
The Goodland Star-News

TheGrant Junior High 8th-grade
basketball B-team did something
no team has been able to do this
year: defeat aColby Middle School
team.

On Feb. 15, the Lady Mustang
8th-gradeershad a ‘B’ team “fun
day” in Goodland, and the
Goodland girlswontwogames, in-
cluding a 37-33 overtime contest
against the Lady Eagles.

“The girls had a great tourna-
ment,” said Coach Andy
Scheopner. “ They probably played
the best they haveall year.”

After taking a12-8 lead into the
locker room at the half, the Lady
Mustangsbeganto pull away, scor-
ing 12 pointsto Colby’snineinthe
third period. But the Lady Eagles
stormed back in the fourth, out-
scoring Goodland 12-5 to tie the
game at 29. In the overtime, the

Lady Mustangs were able to score
eight pointsto Colby’sfour towin
it 37-33.

Amber CowanledtheLady Mus-
tang scoring effort with 11 points.
She al'so had five rebounds, three
assists, and eight steals. Nicolette
Clancy also scored in double fig-
ures, with 10 points. She had six
reboundsand 2 steals.

Nicole David scored six points,
hauled down seven rebounds, and
had two steals. Crystal Hernandez
had four reboundsandthreeassists.
Kerri Bellamy had five rebounds,
two assists, and three steals.
Candice Meissinger scored two
points, had two rebounds, and a
steal. Sandy Johnson scored six
points, had arebound, and a steal.
Whitney Dautel scored a basket,
hadthreerebounds, andthreesteals.

In their other B-team game, the
Lady Mustangsheld thegirlsfrom
Scott City scoreless in the second

and fourth quarters to earn a 26-8
victory. Goodland, infact, heldthe
Scott City teamtojust two pointsin
thelast threeperiods.

Onlyfour Lady Mustangsscored,
but the team hauled down an im-
pressive 40 rebounds.

Leading the team was Clancy
with 14 points, nine rebounds, and
asteal. Dautel recorded five re-
bounds and two steals. Johnson
scored six points, had a rebound,
two assists, and two steals.
Meissinger grabbed seven re-
boundsand had asteal.

Bellamy scored four points, had
seven rebounds, and two steals.
Hernandez had two rebounds and
three steals. David had four re-
boundsand asteal, Hannah Burkett
has two rebounds, an assist, and a
steal. Amber Webster had a re-
bound, and Cowanhadtwo points,
tworebounds, four assists, and nine
steals.

Wanted: Ag Loans

Who says no one wants an ag loan nowadays? Peoples State Bank is looking
for good loan opportunities to start our lending programs in our Goodland
branch. This is a unique opportunity in a new, growing, financial institution
in the community. Stop by our office at 1302 Main in Goodland and see
Randy Schoenthaler or call us at 899-6220.

Colby, Kan
785-462-2224

Goodland, Kan
785-899-6220

Hoxie, Kan. McDonald, Kan.
785-675-2224  785-538-2224

Internet tonight! call 899-2338

away but afreethrow from Siebert,
but akey bucket by Brandi Bertrand
kept the Wildcats within striking
distance.

TheCoyotesspreadtheir offense
asfar asthey could to taketime off
the clock and frustrate the Cats, so
Sharon Springs Coach Dan Shupe
told histeam to go to man defense.

With two minutes left, Siebert
againhitashottokeeptheWildcats
aive.

Then on the in-bounds for
Weskan, SarahHill somehow man-
aged to come up with the ball and
fedittoSiebertwhoagainlaidinthe
ball to bring the scoreto 45-37.

Although Hill had no points, she
had a sixth sense for finding the
open player and again got the ball

top Bruce, who hit a three-pointer
with 59 secondsremaining. Sharon
Springs immediately took atime
out to talk about strategy for thefi-
nal minute, but the Wildcats
wouldn’t scoreagain.

So despite a valiant comeback,
Sharon Springs' season cametoan
end.

Rains, Siebert and Bruce carried
the team on their backs and
Bertrand was the only other Wild-
cat to even score. Rains showed
fierce determination on the defen-
sive end in her final high school
game. Siebert left everything she
had on the court, struggling just to
catchher breathinthefinal seconds.

Withaninexperiencedroster, the
Wildcatslooked to Siebert most of

theseason astheir |eader and back-
bone. Although it wasn't her last
high school game, Bruce also
played her last game in a Sharon
Springs uniform since she will be
moving thissummer.

The cross-county rivalry didn't
keep Weskan from recognizing the
extraeffort the Wildcats expendec
during the final two quarters, anc
several Weskan players huggec
Bruce as shecried after theloss.

BruceledtheWildcatsin scoring
with 17 points, 16 of those coming
inthesecond half; Siebert had four-
teen points; Rains had six; anc
Bertrand rounded out the scoring
with four.

Weskan moved on to face Tri-
bune Thursday night at Dighton.

March Madness startsalittle
early thisyear, with the already
underway Class 1A basketball
regional shifting from home
sites to the Max Jones Field-
house thisweekend.

Class 1A regional games shift
to Goodland for semifinals, final

Cheylin and Triplains-Golden
Plainsgirlssemifinal gameswere
tobeplayed; theboyssemifinals
are tonight. The boys matchups
are: JenningsversusHerndon, at
6 p.m. and Brewster and Golden

Saturday, thegirlschampion-
ship game will be played at 6
p.m. Theboyswill play at 7:30.

Monday, the Cheylin girls
beat Northern Valley, and the
Golden Plains girls beat

Last night, the Brewster- Plainsplay at 7:30. Jenningsto advance.
dartresults
Wednesday Nite Darts Melody Abbott 1 Dickey 2, Melody Abbott 2, Chris Dawdy
Week 18 Wins: Kevin Delano 6, Paul Simons 2, Louie Yarger 2, Nikki Quain 1, Mark

Confused over Diggin 1t 13-3

Acme Darts over Dart Sharks 12-4
Bad A’'s over Lounge Lizards 10-6
Silver Bullets over 3SMTA3 10-6

4th Round Outs: Paul Simons 2,

5, Cindie Yarger 4, Duane Hanke 4,
Audrey Huthansel 4, Lana Jackson 4,
Tina Wilson 4, Tony Dickey 3, Mel
Bracelin 3, Eric Smith 3, Mike Yarger 2,
Jeff Badgett 2, Nan Coffman 2, Teresa

Sieck 1, Christie Powell 1, Angel Corke
1, Rodney Corke 1, Carlene
Hachmeister 1, Crystal Phillips 1, Bar-
bara Phillips 1, Monty Phillips 1,
Cassandra Dawdy.

versus corn!

Mike Bretz
Crop Production Director
Goodland, Kansas

1-800-742-9259
or 899-5607

C

SUN PRODUCTS .

FARMERS...

Reduce Irrigation Costs
& increase returns!!

You can reduce irrigation input costs by
61% and increase returns over direct costs by
215% by planting confection sunflowers

Contract your 2003 confection sunflowers
with your local processor, NOT to an
elevator that ships elsewhere for processing!
Call us about our new single price contract at
$15.00 CWT. A limited amount of acres are
available, call now!
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