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commentary

from the statehouse...

Turn around week
marks passage of
first third of session

L ast week in the Capitol waswhat wecall “turn around week,”
theend of thefirst of three parts of thelegidative year.

TheHousefinishesHousebillsand the Senatefinishesitshills.
TheHousebeginshearingson billsthat passed the Senate and the
Senate does the same with House bills. The only exceptions are
Appropriations, Tax, and Federal and StateAffairs, which are ex-
empt committees.

Monday, the House Agriculture Committee held hearingson a
bill banning packer ownership of livestock. Proponentsincluded
the Kansas Cattlemen’s Association and three other groups. Op-
ponentsincluded the KansasL ivestock Association, FarmBureau
(had no policy asof yet) and Tyson Foods (which owns | BP).

Thisbill had a hearing so late in the session that it won’'t have
time to be worked by the committee. Another bill that isdead in
Agricultureisonethat would codify thefederal Packersand Stock-
yardsAct into state statutes. It towill bedead until next year.

Theprairiedogbill passed out of thecommitteelast week andis
schedul ed for debate onthe Housefloor. | opposedthishill, asdid
most of the western Kansas legislators. The vote was atie with
Chairman Dan Johnson casting thedeciding vote. Wewill now fight
it onthe Housefloor. By thetimeyou read this, wewill know the
outcome.

Federal and State Affairs passed abill that would set standards
for abortion clinics. Currently, thereare no medical standards; in
fact veterinary clinicshave more standards.

TheEducation Committeehasnot been ableto get aschool con-
solidation bill out this year but, as of this writing, has one more
day.

| can be contacted at jfaber @ink.org or by calling my office at
785-296-7500

—Rep. John Faber, Brewster

where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1217 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. (202) 225-2715

StateRep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-
W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-7676

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-N,
Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-7399

Kansas Attorney General Phill Kline, 301 S.W. 10th,
Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax
(785) 291-3699 TTY: (785) 291-3767
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Legislature on treadmill going nowhere

Many times, | feel likethelegidativesession
islikeatreadmill, lotsof activity andvery little
accomplishment.

We don't spend near enough time with the
bigissuesof theday and too muchtimetrying
toanticipateall thefolliesof humannatureand
tryingto prescribearemedy for each.

Thursday, we passed |egidlation that would
letfiredepartmentsseek reimbursementsfrom
arsonists for the costs of responding to fires;
we decided on a method on how the Kansas
commemorative quarter design will be se-
lected; and we extended the Childhood Lead
Poisoning Prevention Act for six years.

The day before, we decided to allow cities
to send thefirst noticeto clean up property or
mow tall weedsby regular mail instead of cer-
tifiedmail; wedecided that if apersonresigns
fromofficeand hasswitched partiessincethey
wereelected at thelast election, that the party
of which they were a member at the time of
election would select the replacement to fill
that vacancy; wechangedthenameof theKan-
sas Law Enforcement Telecommunications
Committee to the Kansas Law Enforcement
Information Technology Committee; and we

| stan
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passed legislation that will allow local meat
lockerstoaccept buffalotakeninabuffal o hunt
to beinspected ante-mortem instead of post-
mortem ascurrent law required.

Theday beforethat, wedecided that “aCa-
nadian citizenwith prior law enforcement ex-
periencewho residesin Stevens County shall
beallowedto apply for admissionto theKan-
sasLaw Enforcement Training Center.” Cur-
rent law requiresthat all applicantsbe United
Statescitizens.

Thesehillsmight bewell and good but they
fail to address the real issues of the day and
serveasan exampleof thetreadmill | think the
Legidatureisontoo often.

Oneideathat failed in the Senate thisweek
was SenateBill 128, which proposed to make
itillegal for school counselorsor school psy-
chologiststo discloseto any other person (in-

cluding parents) any information or commu-
nicationgiventothecounsel or or psychol ogist
unless (1) the pupil waives the privilegein
writing; (2) theinformation wasgiven for the
purposeof being madepublic; (3) thereisrea:
sonto suspect child abuseor thepupil’ shealth
may by in jeopardy; or (4) thereis reason tc
suspect that the pupil either hascommitted or
intendsto commit afelony.

Thebill failed on avote of 18-22. Schools
are a partnership between teachers, students
and parents.

Many of usin the Senate felt that this pro-
posal drove an intentional wedge to separate
parentsfrom the partnership. Inany relation-
ship, trust is crucial for its success. Without
trust, suspicion creepsintothepartnershipand
therelationshipdeteriorates. | amthankful that
my colleaguessaw thewisdom of rgjectingthis
legislation.

Pleasefedl freeto contact meonanyissue. |
can bereached by writing to Sen. Stan Clark,
State Capitol-Room 449-N., Topeka, K<
66612; bycalling 1-800-432-3924 or 785-296-
7399; by fax at 801-457-9064; or by e-mail at
sclark@ink.org.

We need to Investigate time zone change

Tothe Editor:
| recently read the article in the Goodland
Star titled “ Changing TimeZonean economic

developmentgoal,” about aproposal tochange |/

from Mountainto Central timezonefor Sher-
man County. Before our Sherman County
commissionersbegintoseriously consider this
option, | believeit isimportant to investigate
the disadvantages of suchamove.

Mr.McClureandMr. K eirnsel oquently con-
veyed someof their concernspertainingtothe
economic benefit of this change. However, |
believe they failed to see the potentially dev-
astating resultsto the economy.

Oneof thelargest employersfor citizens of
Goodland isin Burlington, Colo. The Kit
Carson Correctional Center employs50people
from Goodland and another 10from Kanorado.
Atimechangewould certainly affect thequal -
ity of lifefor thesefamilies.

Fathersand motherswoul d bearrivinghome
an hour later each evening, resulting in are-
duced amount of family time, not to mention
the cost of child carefor that extrahour. True,
they wouldleavean hour later inthemorning,
but for themost part thekidswill already bein
school.

Thereisasotheredizationthat our children,
during certaintimesof theyear, will beattend-
ing school whileitisstill dark outside.

One of the key reasons Colorado workers
choosetoliveinKansasisaffordablehousing.
Goodland iswell below the curve when com-
paredtoour 1-70 neighborsof Burlingtonand
Colby for homevalues. Do weredly want to
givethosefamiliesreasontoleaveyet another
dwelling unoccupiedinour city?Thehousing
market in Goodland isalready saturated.

When we talk about economic impact,
maybe we should also examine factors other
than those tourists who stop at the 1-70 Wel-
come Station, asmentioned inthearticle, that
continuetotravel to Colby for lodging. Oneof
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Goodland' sdrawsisitsretail anchor locations
suchasWal-Mart and J.C. Penney. Traveling
east, the next closest store, such asWal-Mart,
isin Colby. However, traveling west thereis
not another city for nearly 200 plusmileswith
alarge retail outlet. Thisis amain part of
Goodland’smarket base.

Why should we inconvenience and penal-
ize these consumers of eastern Colorado?
Should weincreasethenumber of reasonsfor
peopleof Eastern Colorado not crossthestate
lineand add to Goodland’seconomy?

Certainly, itislesslikely that the residents
of Colby aregoingtotravel to Goodlandtodo
their shopping,. than it is for the citizens of
Burlington, Bethune, Stratton, and Flagler to
comeshopinGoodland. Whentheconsumers
cometo GoodlandtoWal-Mart or J.C. Penney,
they also buy gas, go out to eat, and they shop
other storeslocated in Goodland.

Finally, | do agree that thereis alimited
amount of confusion pertaining to the differ-
ingtimezonesinthestate, but thisonly affects
asmall amount of people on alimited basis.
Eleven states are dissected by a time zone
boundary: Idaho, Oregon, Texas, Kansas, Ne-
braska, South Dakota, North Dakota, Florida,
Kentucky, Tennessee and Indiana. Thirteen
other states choose to allow atime zone run
their border. Theredoesnot seemtobeanover-
whelming sentiment that a time zone should
not split state.

| suppose that when these borders were
drawn there was some amount of thought put
into these imaginary lines. | do understand
these arguments change over time, but | have

yet to hear agood argument.

Do we redly believe that moving the time
zone will influence the economic well-being
of Goodland for the better?If so, | will bethe
first in line to adjust my watch. However, |
believethat thismoveishalf-thought at best.

I, for one, likethe new direction that Good-
land is moving towards in economic growth,
but I do not encourage change for change's
sake. | wouldrather see Sherman County spenc
our resources attracting real growth, not feel-
good measuresthat givetheappearance of the
pursuit of economic growth.

Finally, | feel that Mr. McClure and Mr.
Keirns, despite good intentions, are adopting
apositionbeforecompl etely investigatingthe
resulting impact of that decision. | redlizethat
the voters of Sherman County have entrusted
governmental decisionstoour commissioners,
but unlike Mr. Keirns, | think that the people
of Sherman County do have the right to have
their voice heard through their vote. This de-
cision simply affects the lives of too many
people to pass without significant public de-
bate.

Brigham F. Sloan
Goodlanc

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with name and phone
number, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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