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County encouraged to use ethanol-blended fuel

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Many Sherman County vehicles
are using ethanol-blended fuel
when possible, and representatives
of the Farm Bureau were at the
county commission meeting Friday
to encourage more use by the
county.

Gerald Franklin and Valerie
Kaup of the Sherman County Farm
Bureau talked about the grain-
based fuel, telling commissioners
that thisisaway to helptheagricul-
ture economy.

Franklin said the use of ethanol
fuel lowers emissions, improves
engine performance and reduces
our dependenceon MiddleEast oil.

“AtFrontier Equity, itisthesame
price as unleaded,” Franklin said,
“and we have been working with
themtokeepitthesame. Wewould
encourage the county to consider
using ethanol blended fuel when
possible.”

Curt Way, publicworksdirector,
said in most cases the road and
bridge vehiclesare using the gaso-
hol fuel except whenthepumpisnot
available.

“Wehavebeenworkingonthat,”
Franklin said, “and now there are
more pumps with the ethanol to
makeit easier touse.”

Franklinsaiditespeciallyisgood
for the vehicles this time of year
becausetheblended fuel actslikea
gas-line anti-freeze. Way said that
his department has been pleased
with theresults of using thefuel.

Franklin asked about the other
county vehicles, and the county
commissioners said they would
send a recommendation to the de-
partments to use the ethanol as
muchaspossiblesinceitisthesame
price asunleaded.

Someone asked about the avail-
ability of bio-diesel, fuel oil
blended with soybean oil, and
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Franklinsaidit waspossibleto pur-
chaseit in bulk, but that it is not
availableat the pumpsyet.

“We'restill working onthat,” he
said.

Michael Balthazor and Chad
Zimmerman of the Northwest L o-
cal Environmental Protection
Grouptold commissioner statebud-
get cuts are a threat to the group,
whichinspectswellsand septicsys-
tems and does other sanitation
choresfor areacounties.

Balthazor said the group had
been in operation for 13 yearsand
covers 16 counties in northwest
Kansas.

The annual cost is about
$130,000, hesaid, andthat hasbeen
the same for years until the state
started cutting. He said this past
year the state budget was cut to
$112,000.

“We get about $4.000 to $5,000
ayear in fees,” he said, “but that
|eaves us about $16,000 short.”

He said the group has areserve
fund of $35,000whichwill getthem
through this year, but won't last
long.

“Wehavethreeoptions,” hesaid.
“Oneisto raisefees, but even dou-
bling what we currently get will
bring in a maximum of $10,000.
That still leavesus $11,000 short.”

Thesecond optionisto seek out-
sidegrants, and Balthazor said they
are working with several founda-
tions.

Thethird optionistoask counties
fortax money, either withaformula
based on usage, or simply $1,000
per county.

Hesaid hefeel sthat theproblems
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couldkill or diminishtheprogram.

“If we go out of existence, who
will enforce the codes and do the
inspections?’ Balthazor asked.

Sherman County Commissioner
Mitch Tiedeaskedif thegroupwas
till doing water well testing.

Balthazor said they provide this
service free to homeowners. The
water istested in labsin Hill City
and Colby.

“These are screening tests,”
Balthazor said, “and they are de-
signed to tell uswhat isin the wa-
ter. They arenot full scientifictests,
but if thereissomething that needs
further testing we will know that
fromthesetests.”

Balthazor said there currently is
no county funding directly to the
program, but there are small “in-
kind” matches.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure

said hefeltraisingthefeesmight be
the first step, and he and Tiede
agreed the county might find some
money.

Balthazor saidtheadvisory board
would take up thisissue; he said
Sherryl Ketter of the county health
department isthe Sherman County
representative.

He said if a majority wants to
raisethefees, thereisarequirement
for public hearings to change the
permit process.

About 80 contractorsarelicensed
throughtheprogramat $50each, he
said which brings in $4,000 per
year.

In other business, commission-
ers:

* Approved appointment of Greg
Nemecheck, farmer, as one of two
county representativestotheWest-
ern Prairie Resource Conservation

Thank You
For Your Vote

Your vote in the primary was very much
appreciated. | look forward to your
support on April 1st.

Marty Melia

Candidate for School Board U.S.D. 352
Political Advertisement paid by Martin (Marty) Melia
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Randy Petters, Sale Manger

Rt 1 Box 179

McCook, NE 69001 « (308) 345-2516
E-Mail: petterad@ocsmccook.com
Tracy Harl, Auctioneer
Sale Day Phone: (308) 345-1493
All guarantees are between buyer and seller

SALE

NEW DATE: FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 2003

1 P.M. = CST
TRI-STATE LIVESTOCK

Bar JBar Ranch, David Julius, Arthur, NE
BB Angus, Chase & Lori Beebe, Danbury, NE
Banzhaf Angus, Justin Banzhaf, Cambridge, NE
Ely Angus, Roger, Karen & Jim Ely, McCook, NE
Limestone Angus, Gary Hoffman, Lebanon, NE
Logan Angus, Bob Logan, McCook, NE
Pettera Angus, Randy & Desree Pettera, McCook, NE
81 Angus, Kent Weskamp, Culbertson, NE
Wiley Angus, Lyn & Dustin Wiley, St. Francis, KS

(WEST BARN)
MCCOOK, NEBRASKA

Consignors

and Development board. Sharon
Bowker, who works at Elliott’s, is
theother.

*Appointed RonBarkley, retired
teacher, to the Good Samaritan
Center board for athree-year term.
He replaces the Rev. Loren Strait,

the council’ sresol ution expanding
the board back to their board for &
formal approval. Thefinal draft i
expected to be on the commission
agendafor approval on March 11.
* Canvassedtheprimary election
ballotsand certified thewinners.

pastor of First Christian Church.
 Approved month-endbillstotal-
ing $90,981.
*» Asked membersof the Sherman
County Economic Development
Council totakethenew language of

* Receivedaletter of resignation
from Steve Evert from the county
ambulance service. He told the
commissioners after handing it tc
them that it was for personal rea-
sons.

ApmiINISTRATOR PosiTioN OPEN

Trinity Manor Adult Care Home is seeking an Administrator for our 83
bed skilled nursing facility. Position will provide leadership for operation
of health services, including two levels of dementia care: an Alzheimer’s
and step-up unit. Must have BS degree and Kansas Administrator
license. Experience  preferred. Competitive salary

and benefits package. Send resume, including

recent  salary  history, to:  email -, ..
rdavison@trinity.kscoxmail.com, or mail to Renee
Davison, Trinity Association,

408 Frontview, Dodge City, KS 67801

O enings for select
House Parents

The Omaha Home for Boys offers a unique opportunity
for married couples to care for boys, average age 12-16.
:}"

- Nationally recognized training
-$35,200 starting salary
- Free housing & meals
«Beautiful, modern facility
- Excellent benefits

An Equal
Opportunity
Employer

Call 1-800-408-4663, Monday-Friday
4343 N. 52nd St. « Omaha, NE 68104 « www.omahahomeforboys.org
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I Go to JCPenney.com to see this week’s store ad online!

1104 Main, Goodland
(785) 899-3602

itsallinside;

FROM ST. JOHN’S BAY®

40% Off Sale 8.40 Orig. S14.
U-neck tee in assorted colors.

Misses’ sizes.

40% Off Sale 16.80 Orig. $28.

Capris in assorted colors.
Misses’ sizes.

Sale prices effective through 3/12/2003 unless otherwise noted. Percentages off regular prices or original prices, as shown. Actual Savings may exceed stated percentage off. “Regular” and “Original” prices reflect
offering prices which may not have resulted in actual sales. Any event designated as a “sale” excludes Value Right merchandise and items sold everyday with discounts if purchased in multiples of “2 or
more”. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken on original-priced merchandise. Clearance items are available while supplies last. Merchandise selection may vary from one JCPenney store to another.
*First bra at regular price. 50% off item must be of equal or lesser value. Offer effective through 3/12/03. Excludes Catalog/internet orders and sale/clearance-priced items.

Monday- Friday 9:00-5:30 Saturday 9:00-5:00

Elstores Mcatalog R.com

OF MISSES’ TEES & CAPRIS

30% OFF

ALL MISSES’ LINEN SEPARATES
FROM ST. JOHN’S BAY®

BUY 1, GET 2nd 50% OFF

BRAS FROM PLAYTEX®,
BALI®, DELICATES® & MORE

30% OFF

SELECTED GIRLS’ & BOYS’ TOPS

SALE 26.99 Rrec. 29.99.

MEN’S LEVI’S® 505°, 560™
OR 550™ JEANS

Levi’s sale prices effective through 3/8/2003.
Styles and washes may vary by store.

SALE 26.99 oric. 29.99.

MEN’S DOCKERS® ORIGINAL
KHAKIS NO-WRINKLES PLEATED
TWILL PANTS, CLASSIC FIT

SALE 19.99 ¢a rec. 28.50.

MEN’S STAFFORD® BROADCLOTH
OR OXFORD DRESS SHIRTS

Orig. $30. Van Heusen®
wrinkle-free short-sleeve
sportshirt. Men’s sizes.

VANHEUSEN

SALE 19.99

SAVE ON OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF MEN’S
VAN HEUSEN® SPORTSHIRTS

Sunday 12:00-4:00




