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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Time zone change
needs citizen Input

It'saquestion of time, but whosetimeisit?

A group in Sherman County wantsthetime zoneline moved to
the west so the Colorado/Kansas border is the division between
Central and Mountain Time.

Thisisnot thefirst timeatimechangehasbeen consideredinthe
county, but thereisno provision for acitizen vote onthe question.

Citizensremember thequestionwasbrought up beforeinthepast
30 years, but there are no official records of avote going back to
1950, says County Clerk Janet Rumpel

For many, thetimezonequestionisnot vital, but thereare some
who feel strongly in favor of Central Time and some who feel
strongly the county should stay on Mountain Time.

Withthisinmind, The Goodland Star-Newsplansto holdanon-
binding straw poll of al theresidentsof thecounty onthetimezone
question on Tuesday, April 1, at the sametime as city and school
board elections.

Under state law, the time zone vote cannot be held at the same
location asthe general el ection. Voting will take place at the Vet-
eransof ForeignWarsHall, and thetime-zoneballotting will beat
another, nearby public building.

Wefed thisvotewill giveeveryoneagood reading of how thepeople
of the county view this question. Holding it on the same day as the
city and school board el ection seemslikeagood way toensurealarge
number of voterswill have an opportunity to expresstheir opinion.

At TheStar-News, wehavenot formed an opinionabout thetime
zoneissue, but feel itisimportant to giveall the citizensachance
toexpresstheir opinion. That meansapersonwill not havetobea
registered voter tovoteinthestraw poll, but will havetobearesi-
dent of the county.

Timezoneshavebeenaroundfor about 120years, but that doesn’t
mean they have remained the same aswhen they weredrawn.

Whenthelineswerefirstdrawn, thewesternedgeof Central Time
was east of Phillipsburg and Dodge City. At thetime, these were
themainrailroad pointsin thewestern part of the state.

When thetime zoneswere establihsed in 1883, they were set at
roughly 15 degreesof longitude wide. That would mean the Cen-
tral Time zone would begin about the 90 degree line and extend
west to the 105 degreeline.

Looking at thelongitude of themajor cities, itisclear whenthe
original lines were drawn the 15 degrees was not an exact mea-
sure, since it would mean that Topeka, at 95 degreeswest, would
beintheMountain Timezonewhilethe Rocky M ountainswest of
Denver, at 105 degreeswest, would bein the Pacific Time zone.

Isitany wonder thereisconfusionover thetimezoneswhenthey
haven't followed the original mathematical layout designed 120
plusyearsago? Somewherethelinesgot movedfor political, eco-
nomic and social reasons, and they have been modified asthe po-
litical climate has changed along the borders.

No matter what the decision isin Sherman County, there will
continueto bea*“time” problem, because moving the lineto the
border will only mean we now have pushed it onto our neighbors
tothewest whowedo businesswith, and whomwedepend onfor
agood portion of our salestax income. — Tom Betz
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OK, Cromwell Is not from Bogue

Firstthingsfirst: Nolan Cromwell isnotfrom
Bogue. Twenty five years ago, apparently, |
wasdupedintobelievingthat Nolanhad grown
upinthiskid shousethat | had met theday af -
ter we moved to Bogue. What the heck did |
know?| wasjust adumb city kid new to west-
ern Kansas.

S0, LyleSmithandthat other gentlemanwho
stopped by the paper to let me know that
Cromwell’s nickname was “ The Ransom
Rambler,” thank you for your input and thank
you for reading. You were right, and man, it
didn’'t takelong for meto stick my foot in my
mouth, didit?

Falingfor alinelikethat seemsto be apat-
ternfor me. When | wasinthe Navy, | spent a
coupleof hourson the ship oncelooking for a
board stretcher. | alsowent insearch of alight
bulb repair kit. And a gallon of bulkhead re-
mover. (Yousailorswill know what abulkhead
is. Therest of you cangolook it up, thenlaugh
ame.)

| waslikeCharlieBrownand L ucy, withthe
football. Healwaysfell forit,whenshetoldhim
that shewasnot goingto pull thefootbal | away
at thelast second.

| dwaysthought that whatever | wassent off
tofind was something that actually existed.

Especialy thefifty feet of flight linethat |
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was ordered to fetch. | went all over the ship
looking for that stuff.

You know, cometo think of it, | got into an
awful lot of trouble on the ship. Thefirst day |
wasonboardtheKitty Hawk, | gotlost. Itisafter
all, an aircraft carrier, and while today’s new
super-carriersdwarf it, it'sstill aHUGE ship.

Thereareafew placesyoudon’twanttoget
lostonanaircraft carrrier. Sevenor eight decks
below, where the boiler technicians and the
boatswain’s mates lived and worked, you
didn’t want to be wandering around by your-
self, "specialy if you're about 5 foot 7 and
weigh 130 pounds. If they caught you down
there, they liked to play weird games that |
don’twant to gointo here.

Another placeyou don’tgoif you' reanen-
listed maniswhat’scalled*” officer’scountry.”
Any placethat had bluetilewasofficer’ scoun-
try, and you weren’'t supposed to walk there,
even if you had a 100-pound weapons com-
puter to haul up to the flight deck and going

around officer’s country meant going down
threeladders, through ahatch, uptwoladders,
down about 30 yards of passageway, up two
ladders, crawl through another hatch, and then
head up to the flight deck. All that just so an
officer didn’t have to suffer you walking
throughal10-foot hallway, getting enlisted man
cootiesall over theplace.

Anyway, theworst placefor anenlisted man
to get caught was on a set of ladders (ladders
aredtairs, onaship, by theway) that had gold
bannisters. TheseareCaptain’sLaddersandif
acaptain catchesyou on one, hegrabsyou by
your ear (I' m serious) and haulsyou down to
his office, where hetellsayeoman lieutenant
toyell at you for ahalf hour even though you
tell them you were lost and nobody ever said
anything about not going on the ladders with
the gold bannisters.

Guesswhat?Whenthey threw meout of the
office, | wasstill lost. Theonly thingthat saved
mewasaman-overboard drill, and | wasable
tofollowthecrowd clock-wisearoundtheship
until I got to my workspaces.

Yep, the Navy wasfun!

Darrel Pattilloisontemporary assignment
from the Colby Free Press and is handling
sportsandother assignmentsfor theGoodland
Sar-News.

Are you causing God’s name to be blasphemed?

It seems many people today have little re-
spectforreligionor don’t takeit seriously asa
forcefor good. Attending church onceaweek
isconsidered devout, regardlessof theconduct
of the person attending, and no one really
seemstoexpect thoseclaimingtobeChristians
to obey the Bible'scommandments.

What is considered as being a“good” per-
son isdonating to acharity onceinawhileor
occasionally hel ping someonein need.

TheapostlePaul warned Christiansof thefirst
century that God's name could be blasphemed
onaccount of their conduct. In Romans2:22-24
hesays, “ Youwhosay onemust not commit adul -
tery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor
idols, doyou robtemples?Youwho boast inthe
law, do you dishonor God by breaking thelaw?
For, asit iswritten, ‘ The name of God is blas-
phemed among the Gentiles because of you.’”

Those Christians were teaching one thing
and acting another way. Paul wrote to warn
themthey could bring reproach on God’ sname
and become disapproved by him.

The behavior of many peoplewho claimto
serve God today has led to many not taking
religion seriously. Often this behavior isthe
result of relaxed standards as to right and
wrong. If peoplebelieve somethingisaccept-
able, they don't havetofeel guilty for doingit.
So, the Bible' sstandardsareignored, even by
peoplewho claim to serve God.

Thisattitude, by many claimingtobe Chris-
tians, reflects badly on God's name. Whether
you call him Yahweh, Jehovah, the True God
or theAlmighty, heisthefather of theMessiah
and the creator of the universe. He deservesa
goodname, not onesullied by peoplewhoclaim
to serve him but disobey hiscommandments.

Granted, wearedl sinnersand, as Romans
3:23says, “fall short of theglory of God.” God
doesnot expect usto beperfect, but heexpects
ustoobey hiscommandmentstothebest of our
ability. Psalm 97, verse 10, says, “ Yethat love
theLord, hateevil.”

If wehateevil, wewill notdeliberately com-
mitsins, al thewhiletelling ourselvesthereis
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nothing wrong withit; everyone elsedoesit.

Wewill havestandardsastoright andwrong.

Somewhowould never go around shooting
innocent peopleinthestreet, readily gotowar
and shoot or bomb innocent people from en-
emy nations. Often religious |eaders support
thoseactions.

TheBibletellsusat Romans12:20, “But if
your enemy ishungry, feed him; if heisthirsty,
givehim something todrink.”

Revelation 7:9 says, “ After these things, |
saw, and, look! agreat crowd, which no man
wasabletonumber, out of all nationsandtribes
and peoples and tongues, standing before the
throne and beforethe Lamb.”

People from countries all around the world
will receive salvation from God; surely he
doesn’t approveof hisworshipperskillingthem.

1 Corinthians 6:9, 10 says, “What! Do you
not know that unrighteouspersonswill notin-
herit God'skingdom? Do not bemisled. Nei-
ther fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor men kept for unnatural purposes, nor men
wholiewithmen, nor thieves, nor greedy per-
sons, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor-
tionerswill inherit God’ skingdom.”

It's clear in this scripture and many others
that God does not approve of these practices.
Nonetheless, when Christians practice such
things, it givespeopletheimpressionthat God
doesapproveof them, thusdamaging hisname.

Will this be allowed to continue forever?
Surely not! Why would God havethe Biblere-
corded, with so many commandmentsin it, if
hedid not expect peopleto live by them?

Ezekiel prophesied,in Chapter 9 of thebook
named after him, about ajudgment from God.
Verse2ta ksaboutamanwithaninkhornwho,
inverse4, marksthosewho are“sighing and

groaning over al thedetestablethingsthat are
being done.”

Thosedistressed at theevil worksof others,
thosewho hateevil, are marked for salvation.

Verse 6 says, “Old man, young man, virgin
and little child and women you should kill off
— toaruination. But to any man upon whom
thereisthe mark do not go near, and from my
sanctuary you should start.”

God's judgment will begin with those who
claimtoservehim; thosewhoaregivinghime
bad namefacedestruction. What shouldwe do~

Revelation18ta ksabout BabylontheGreet,
“adwelling place of demons and a lurking
place of every unclean exhalation.”

Thechapter continuesby saying Babylonthe
Great committed fornicationwiththekingsof
theearth andthat traveling merchantsbecame
rich from her shameless luxury. What is this
describing?Falsereligion.

Religionswho claimto serve God havecom-
mitted fornication by forming alliances witk
government authoritieswhenthey should have
been committedto God' skingdom. They shoul
have been God's wife in a spiritual sense, sC
those actionsare described asfornication.

Revelation 18:4 says, “ And | heard another
voice out of heaven say: ‘ Get out of her, my
people, if you do not want to sharewith her in
her sins, andif you do not want to receive part
of her plagues.””

Anyone who belongs to areligion that fits
the description of Babylonthe Great, needsto
get out immediately. Where should they go?

Isaiah2:2, 3says, “ It shall cometo passinthe
|atter daysthat the mountain of the house of the
Lord shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it, and many
peoplesshall come, and say: * Come, let usgouf
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacab; that he may teach ushisways.’”

Peoplearestreamingto God' smountain, learn-
ing hiscommandmentsfromtheBibleand obey-
ing them. Thosewho need to flee from Babylon
the Great are urged to find thismountain.
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