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commentary

from our viewpoint...

What are the odds
on war In Iraq?

Will it bewar?

Theoddsareno better the eventoday that war can be avoided.

Thepresident and histeamarerunningahigh-stakesgamblehere,
backed by hundreds of thousands of American and Britishtroops.

Saddam Hussein is bending, slowly, to their will. But no one,
not eventheUnited Nations, believeseverything hesays. Only his
actionswill tell.

What Mr. Bush and hisfriendswant isto declaw Iraq, to put its
weaponsof massdestruction (there’ sanasty littleeuphemism) on
ice and send Saddam packing.

Thething about running abluff, though, isthat if your opponent
does not fold, you have to show your cards. That’swhy we have
200,000troopsinthe Mideast today and 60,000 more ontheway.

Mr. Bush hasto beableto back up histhreats. And heis.

Doeshewant war?

Hardly. It's messing up his economy, stalling the recovery and
inviting moreterrorist attacks.

If he had wanted war, remember how quickly they attacked Af-
ghanistan—withnotalk at all.

Theadministration hasnot given up ontherest of itswar onter-
rorism. Thecaptureof al-Qaida sNo. 3man showsthat theU.S.is
quite capabl e of pursing Osamabin Ladenwhilethreatening Sad-
dam. But therearemore dangersin theworld.

North Koreaisrattling its saber, restarting its nuclear plant and
generally making Asiaunsafe. It wants respect, though, and not
war.

Iranisreported to have an “ advanced” nuclear program, which
considering thefundamentalist nation’s closetiesto someterror-
istsgroups, ismorethan frightening.

Of course, Pakistan and India have the bomb, but they seem to
haveeyesonly for eachother. It safriendly littlesubcontinent down
there.

All things considered, you' d think Saddam would do the wise
thing and giveinto Mr. Bush and Secretary of State Colin Powell.

Experience teaches us that many people do not livein therea
world, however, andto expect Saddamto dothelogical thing may
not beall that logical.

Heis, after al, athoroughly cruel dictator usedtohaving hisway.
A manwho hasused nervegason hisown citizensisnot likely to
balk at |osing afew thousand troopsto anAmerican-led invasion.

And the lack of support for President Bush from France and
Germany playsinto hishands. It hasto make him feel stronger.

War?

Who knows, but at this point, don’t bet against it. Timeisrun-
ning out. —Steve Haynes
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A lesson from the 23rd Psalm

| don’t know about you, but | love a good
joke.

Here'sonel received viae-mail:

A fiveyear old boy wasabout tostart school.
His Mom loved him very much, and being a
worrier, shewas concerned about hiswalking
to school when he started Kindergarten. She
walked him to school the couple of days, but
soon hetold hismother that hedid not want her
walking himto school everyday.

Hewantedtobelikethe* bigboys.” Hepro-
tested loudly, so she had an idea of how to
handleit.

Sheasked aneighbor, Mrs. Goodnest, if she
wouldsurreptitioudly follow theboy toschooal,
at a distance behind him that he would not
likely notice, but closeenoughtokeepawatch
onhim. Mrs. Goodnest said that sinceshewas

w ® commentary
up early with her toddler anyway, it would be
agood way for them to get some exercise as
well. Sosheagreed.

Thenext school day, Mrs. Goodnest and her
little girl, Marcy, set out following behind
Timmy as he walked to school with another
neighbor boy he knew. She did this for the
wholeweek.

As the boys walked and chatted, kicking
stones and twigs, the little friend of Timmy
noti ced that thissamelady wasfollowingthem

assheseemedtodoevery day all week. Findly,
hesaidto Timmy, “Haveyou noticedthat lady
following usall week? Do you know her?’

Timmy nonchalantly replied, “ Yea, | know
who sheis.”

Thelittlefriend said, “ Well, whoisshe?’

“That'sjust Shirley Goodnest,” Timmy said.

“Shirley Goodnest?Whoisshe, andwhy is
shefollowing us?’

“Well,” Timmy explained, “ every night my
Mom makes me say the 23rd Psalm with my
prayers ‘ cuz she worries about me so much.
And in it, the prayer psalm says, “ Shirley
Goodnest and Marcy shall follow me all the
daysof mylife,” sol guess!’Il just haveto get
usedtoit.”

God loves you too. You might as well get
usedtoit!

Today’s girls are at a crossroads

TotheEditor:

This generation of girlsisat a crossroads.
Ahead of themisamultitudeof pathstochoose
from.

AsGirl Scoutsacrossthe country celebrate

Girl Scout Week this week, we areissuing a
national call to action for parents, caregivers,
and other adultsto encouragegirlstoembrace
opportunities to build skillsin math, science
and technology.

By nurturingtheir early interestsand show-
casing female role modelsin these areas, we
can assist girlsin taking on the technol ogical
opportunities and challenges of the 21st cen-
tury.

Itall startswithahealthy doseof self-esteem.
Studies by the Girl Scout Research Institute
and other organi zationsdemonstratethat risky
behavior such as smoking, drinking, unsafe
sexual behavior, eating disorders, suicidal ten-
denciesand self-mutilating behavior areoften
associated with low self-esteem.

Girl Scouting promotesall girls' perception
of themselvesasimportant, competent andtal-
ented. Whengirlsarecomfortableintheir own
skins, they’ || beempoweredtoresist peer and
societa pressure, alowingthemtofollowtheir
trueinterestsinlife.

Secondly, girls need asafe place to discuss
real-lifeissuesimportant to them. Girl Scouts
isproviding that spacein nearly aquarter of a
million Girl Scout groups or troops in the
United States today, including the 125 in the
16 counties of northwest Kansas.

How can the parentsand other adultsin our
communitieshelp? By fosteringgirls natural
interests, whatever they may be. By servingas
arole model to girls and volunteering with a
group/troop or sharing your interests/skillsin
a council sponsored program. Whether you
haveanhour or aday, wecanmatchyour avail-
ability with the needs of girls.

Your daughter and those of your family and
friendsdeservetheopportunity to pursuetheir
interests, haveasafeenvironmenttosharetheir
hopesand buildtheskillsneededfor futurejobs
inany field. It'sher future; bethere.

LindaMills

Executive Director
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Editor’sNote: Thefollowingletter cameto
Harvey Swager, principal at Goodland High
School:

Harvey:

| just wantedto dropyouaquick noteto add
my nametothemany that havesharedwithyou
compliments and congratul ations on the re-
gional wrestling tournament.

Asisawaysthecase, somemight not agree
with the decision of the Kansas State High
School ActivitiesAssociation staff astowhich
school teams to assign to aregional. HOW-
EVER, one thing that | have had universal
agreement on isthe quality of effort you and
your staff put forward in making the tourna-
ment agreat event for al who either attended
or participatedinit.

| know that ittook usawhiletoget aregional
out to Goodland and hopethat wewill beable
to use Goodland High asa host site again in
thenot to distant future. Asyou know, north-
west and northcentral Kansashave awonder-
ful wrestling history, and virtually all schools
inthat areaenjoy hosting wrestlingand do a
wonderful job of just that.

AgainTHANK Sfor puttingonagreat event
for the schoolsand fansattending.

Rick Bowden

assistant executivedirector

Kansas State High School ActivitiesAsso-
ciation

Topeka

TotheEditor:

Ontheissue of thetime zone change, there
are pros and cons both ways. Although they
may havethelegal right to makethisdecision,
| woul d hopethecounty commissionerswoul d
want to bringthistoavoteat afutureelection,
asthisisan important matter effecting all of
us. Pleasegiveustheopportunity to beheard.

Tothe Editor:

I recently completed my seventhannua “Big
First” Listening Tour of the 1st Congressional
District. Starting Dec. 31 in Quinter and end-
ing Feb. 19in Ulysses, | have held town hall
meetings in each of the 69 counties. | thank
everyone who came to the Sherman County
town hall meeting at the Western State Bank
in Goodland.

Thetour allowsmetomeet withKansansand
getyour ideastotakeback toWashington. This
year, | choseto do my tour of earlier to get in-
put and suggestionsfrom K ansansasthe Con-
gressional session gets underway. That will
enable usto work towards your goals during
theyear.

If youhavefurther questionsor concerns, or
were unable to attend the meeting in your
county, please contact one of my offices:

Hays District Office: 1200 Main St., Suite
402, Box 249, Hays, Kan. 67601-0249. Phone;
(785) 628-6401. Fax: (785) 628-3791

You can email me at: jerry.moran@mail .-
house.gov or visit my web pageat www.house-
.gov/moranks0l/.

It isan honor to serve you. Please let me
know how | can be of service.

Jerry Moran

Hays, Washington

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with full address and
phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-
news@nwkansas.com>.

Girl Scoutsof Sunflower Council Peggy Bahe
Hays Goodland
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