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Railroads developed time zones to help schedules

Why would time zonesbeaDe-
partment of Transportationrespon-
sibility?Theanswer isinthehistory
of how time zoneswere devel oped
over the past 140 years.

Setting “local” time was pretty
easy intheearly days. Eachcity had
a main clock which was set at
“noon” based on when the sunwas
at its highest point of the day. The
other times were the local “sun
timefor sunup and sundown. It did
not matter whether you were ex-
actly ontimebecausetravel wasnot
a scheduled event. You got there
when you got there.

Traveling to the east or west, a
person would have had to change
his watch by one minute every 12
milesto havethe correct time.

That changed about the time of
the Civil War withthedevel opment

of railroads.

With passengersandfreight trav-
eling hundreds of miles by train,
calculating thetimebecameaprob-
lem. Therailroadsneeded to create
schedulesfor departure and arrival
of trains, and needed to know about
whereeachtrainshouldbeat agiven
timesothey could avoid collisions.

Railroad managers tried to ad-
dress the problem by creating 100
different railroad time zones. This
seemed sound until they triedto put
it into practice and found that with
that many time zones, scheduling
remained confusing and uncertain.

Even beforethat, theocean navi-
gation had created a need to deter-
minenot only whereashipwas, but
how long it would taketo get from
oneplaceto another.

In 1852, the Roya Observatory
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Priorto 1983Alaskahadfourtime
zones, Pacific, Yukon, Alaska and
Bering. In 1983thiswaschangedto
Alaska and Hawaii-Aleutian. The
other two to the west are Samoa
Time, usedinAmerican Samoa, and
Chamorro Time, used in Guam the
and Northern Marianalsland.

Timezoneboundaries

The standard time zones in the
United States were established in
the 1880sby therailroadsand were
a hit or miss across the country
about which city, county or state
observed the established time.

During World War I, in March
1918, afederal |aw established the
standard time zones. It set the last
Sunday in March asthe beginning
of Daylight Saving Time and the
last Sunday in October asthetime
toreturnto standard time.

Thefour timezonesintheUnited
Stateswere declared to be Eastern
with the midpoint on the 75th de-
gree of longitude, Central with the
midpoint onthe90th degreeof lon-
gitude, M ountainwiththemidpoint
on the 105th degree of longitude
and Pacificwiththemidpoint onthe
120th degree of longitude.

Thelaw establishedthelnterstate
Commerce Commission asthe au-
thority toissueorderstomodify the
bordersfromtimetotime.

Based on the 1918 law, the Cen-
tral timezonewould occupy the 15
degrees from 83.5 west to 97.5
west, and the eastern border of the
original Mountaintimezonewould
have been east of Salina. The mid-
point of the Mountain time zoneis
in Boulder, Colo., at 105 degrees
west longitude.

Oldtimerssaysthat thetimezone
wasnever east of Salina, but that the
border was established on the me-
ridianalongthe99thlongitude, east
of Phillipsburg.

The original Interstate Com-

merce Commission boundary lines
includedall or part of 26 countiesin
western Kansas. The counties that
were completely in mountain time
were Cheyenne, Rawlins, Decatur,
Norton, Sherman, Thomas,
Sheridan, Graham, Wallace, Logan,
Gove, Trego, Greeley, Wichita,
Scott, Lane, Ness, Hamilton,
Kearny and Finney. Phillips, Rooks,
Ellis, Hodgeman, Ford and Gray
countiesweresplit between Central
and Mountaintime. Division-point
stations where railroads changed
crews and time often were chosen
for thedividing line.

By 1965, themountaintimezone
had shrunk to the five counties,
Sherman, Wallace, Greeley,
Hamilton and half of Kearny.

Therewasamovethat year take
Sherman County into Central Stan-
dard Time, and thecontroversy that
followedisaninteresting story. The
issue ended up in the hands of the
Kansas Supreme Court, but at the
sametimethefederal timelaw was
passed, and for awhile, Sherman
Countianswerenot surewhichtime
zonethey'dlandin.

“Time zone boundaries have
changed greatly sincetheir original
introductionand changesstill occa-
sionally occur,” says a document
from the U.S. Naval Observatory.
“Generally, time zone boundaries
have tended to shift westward.
Placesontheeastern edgeof atime
zonecaneffectively movesunset an
hour later by shifting to the time
zoneimmediately totheir east.

“The accumulation of such
changes results in the long-term
westward trend. Under thelaw, the
principal standard for deciding on
atime zone changesisthe‘ conve-
nience of commerce.’

“Proposed time zone changes
have been both approved and re-
jected based on this criterion, al-
though most proposals have been
accepted.”
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in Greenwich, England, began
transmitting time telegraphically,
and by 1855 most of Britain used
Greenwich Mean Time, which be-
came the time reference point for
theworld.

In 1830, the U.S. Navy estab-
lished a depot which later became
theNaval Observatory (1854), with
the responsibility to calibrate ma-
rinechronometersand other instru-
mentsto assure accuracy.

Finally, the railroad managers
agreed to four time zones for the
continental Unites States: Eastern,
Central, Mountainand Pacific. The
Naval Observatory begansignaling
the new standard time at noon on
Nov. 18, 1883.

In 1884, an international con-
gresswascalledtoestablishworld-
widetimezones. Thelnternational
Meridian ConferencemetinWash-
ingtonin October 1884.

Atthattime, Greenwichwascho-
sen asthe point of origin for world
time by vote of 22 of the 24 coun-
triesattendingtheconference. They
established 24 time zones for the
world, each about 15 degrees |lon-
gitudewide.

Still, therewasnoofficial Ameri-
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Time zones as they were established by the International Conference held in Washington in 1884.

can standard and therewere differ-
ent timesin useacrossthe country.
Therailroadsand the military used
Greenwich Mean Time as their
standard.

The use of standard time in-
creased because of itspractical ap-
plication for travel and communi-
cations. Standard time was offi-

cially established in U.S. law in
March19,1918. Thelaw al soestab-
lished Daylight Saving Timeduring
World War |, but that part was re-
pealed in 1919 over the veto of
President Woodrow Wilson. The
Interstate Commerce Commission,
which regulated railroads, was
given authority over thetime zone

boundaries.

Daylight Saving Time was alo-
cal issue from then on, until it was
reguired nationwide during World
War Il. The Uniform Time Act of
1966 established it as a national
standard with specific datesfor the
beginning and end of daylight time.
Itdid allow for local exemptions.

NEW LISTING - 715 Center

downtown offers afamily room, hardwood
floorsin living room plus a detached 3 car
garage and fenced backyard. Competitively at
$41,000. Call Rose at 899-3060 or 899-7464.

Attractive 2 bedroom Bungal ow located close to

411 Washington
Wonderful 2-story home includes 4 bedrooms, 2
1/2 baths and full finished basement. Beautiful
fenced backyard with desk and lovely pond.
Central air and heat and attached double garage.
Call Rose at 899-3060 or 899-7464.

715 E. 4th
Nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath Ranch style brick
home with attached double garage and nice
yard with underground sprinklers. Homeisin
excellent condition. Call Tom at 899-3060.

1029 E. 10th

Thislovely 2 bedroom, 2 bath home provides
one level living with 1,984 square feetin a

3060 or 899-7464.
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prime location. Attached 2-car garage with nice
circledrive in front of home. Call Rose at 899-

rii !ﬂ; _If.-..__l.. ' .-."'

626 W. Sth

Lovely 2 bedroom Ranch home offers newer
neutral carpeting and several recent upgrades,
making it clean and ready to move into. Includes
basement and single garage. Now reasonably
priced at $64,900. Call Rose at 899-3060 or 899-
7464.

@
210 Cherry

Attractive, modern home offers 3-4 bed-
rooms, family room, enclosed patio,
remodeled kitchen and dining room. Nicely
landscaped yard with underground sprinklers
and 2 oversized detached garages. Call Tom
at 899-3060.

422 E. 4th
310 E. 10th
322 E. 10th
517 W. 10th
409 W. 5th 709 College
1115 E. 11th 1512 College
1104 & 1108 Center 323 N. Grand
718 W. 13th
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Tom Harrison, Branch
Broker/Auctioneer
114 West 12th » Goodland, KS

110 Caldwell
823 Cattletrail
1209 Center
910 Clark

1117 Kansas
525 Main

620 Main

1301 Texas
1503 Walnut
2323 Walnut
609 Washington

785-899-3060- Fax: 785-899-3100

Rose Anderson Assoc. Broker
785-899-7464

Ken Christiansen Assoc. Broker
785-694-2644
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814 Washington
1730 Rd. 78

314 N. Erickson
Home in Brewster

1015 Main
Commercial - Sharon

527 W. Hwy 24
623 W. Hwy 24
Home in Ruleton
6460 Ruleton Ave.

Sharon Springs

509 Main

Farm in Wallace
HC2 Box 13
Commercial-Goodland 539 W. 17th
1840 W. Hwy 24
1006 Main

110 N. Main
117 N. Main
L ots-Goodland

217 Caldwell
L ot-Sharon Springs

Colby

Warren C. Hixson - Broker
785-462-6818
Pat Koch « 462-6119
Pat Sloan ¢ 462-7495

Marilyn Kersenbrock ¢ 462-
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etzée at www.goodlandnet.convhomeland

2703
B.J. Melvin « 462-2483
Marj Van Camp « 462-2648

Pay for ayear’s subscription and

We’re celebrating Girl Scout Month

with scrumptious free cookies
a sweet deal for subscribers!

get two boxes of cookies

th

| and get one box of cookies
athere's a lot more Goodland in The Sar-News

odland Star-News

1205 Main, Goodland = 784-899-2338

The




