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commentary

from our viewpoint...

_ooks like Saddam
has chosen war

It appears Saddam Hussein has run out of time, and the alied
forcesled by the United Stateswill move against him soon.

Welistened to the posturing of President Bush, Prime Minister
Blair andthelittlethey | et the Spani shand Portugueseofficia ssay
Sunday after their summit in the southern Atlantic. They termed
the deadline on Monday as*the moment of truth.”

Thentherewastheridicul ousresponsefrom Husseinwho even
laughed in the face of the oncoming disaster and said he was cer-
tain hissoldierswere prepared to fight to the death.

We have stretched out the might of the United States with the
buildup of over 250,000 troopsin Kuwait and afew in Turkey,
and they have been training for the task of removing Hussein.

Thistask would be easier and quicker if Hussein had decided to
giveup andleavelrag, but that doesnot appear to be happening at
thistime. Therewill beablitz of bombsto begin the conflict, and
wearesurelotsof Iragi soldiersand somecitizenswill dieinthose
blasts. For that we arealready sorry, but when onefightsawar, no
matter how small, there are going to be deaths.

For themost part theAmerican soldierswho areinthefield and
will bear the burden of the attacks on the ground and air are our
best professional men and women who volunteered to be part of
thefightingarmof America. Since1973wehavereliedonthevol-
unteersto bethefront lineof our fighting forces, and believethey
arethebest equipped and trained fighting forcein theworld.

They arebacked up by alargecontingent of support troops, most
of whom arevolunteersof adifferent sort, theNational Guard and
Reserves. These weekend warriors are also well trained and
equipped for their various missions, and will perform shoulder to
shoulder with their active duty comrades.

We know anumber of thoseinthiscategory, including our doc-
tor, Natalie Griego, acaptaininthe Colorado National Guardwho
wascalledtoduty inJanuary. Her unit wasscheduledtofly to Tur-
key, but her husband, Jeff Krall, saiditlookslikeshewill beflying
into Kuwait instead.

Krall said shehasbeeninWisconsintraining, andisunder alert
tofly out at any time. The unit’s equipment has been shipped by
rail to the east coast and put aboard a ship that is now headed to
Turkey, but will be changing coursefor the Persian Gulf and Ku-
wait. Whentheshipiscloseritisexpectedthetroopswill beloaded
onto planestofly to Kuwait to be there to unload their equipment
and preparefor serviceinthefield.

Thispartisalot different than earlier warswherethetroopsac-
companied their equipment on the ships and sometimes spent
weekswaitingfor thewordtoland. At least today they can beabit
morecomfortableat abasebeforehavingtofacethedust andwinds
of the desert.

Even if Saddam Hussein decided to flee tomorrow, we would
seeAmerican forces enter Iraq to be sure he had not |eft any spe-
cial surprises behind. It may be a short war to remove him asthe
leader of Irag, but weshould not forget that weareabout toinvade
acountry. Wewould not like to be invaded, and neither will they
no matter whoisright in thismatter.

Asthe cloudsof war gather and thetimefor fighting beginswe
will pray for the success of theAmerican soldiersmission, andfor
those who are about to suffer the ultimate sacrifice on both sides
of the battle. — Tom Betz
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Revisiting pressure cookers

Modern pressure cookers have eliminated
theblowingtopthat scared peopleandleftfood
ontheceiling.

Inthebook “ The Pressure Cooker Gourmet”
by VictoriaWise, old favorites have been up-
dated. Pressurecookinglesstender cut of meat
canleavethemtender. Cooking under pressure
cuts the time needed to cook beans and veg-
etables.

Spiced Peaches
2 cupscider vinegar
2 cupsfirmly packed dark brown sugar
1 teaspoon wholecloves
1 teaspoon allspice berries
One 3inch piece cinnamon stick
2 pounds small peaches (8to 9 small or 4to5
large), gently washed to rub off thefuzz
Combine vinegar, brown sugar, cloves, al-
spice berries and cinnamon stick in the pres-
surecooker. Stir to dissolvethesugar. Besure
to use trivet for the bottom of the pot. Add
peachesand lock onthelid. Bring to pressure
over high heat, 4 to 5 minutes. Remove from
theheat and et sit 4 minutesto finish cooking.

Gently release any remaining pressure and
remove the lid. Lift out the peaches with
kitchen tongsbeing careful not to smashthem
toawidedish. Let cool.

pat
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® postscript

Boil theliquidinpot onhighheat for 3min-
utesto reduce and thicken. Cool.

Sliptheskinsoff the peacheswithyour fin-
gersand placein aglassjar or other container
tostore. Pour liquidintojar without straining.
Setasideand|et cool. Cover andrefrigeratefor
atleast 2weeksbeforeusing. Will keeprefrig-
erated for upto4 months. Makes1 1/2 quarts.
PlumsPickled in Port Wineand Balsamic

Vinegar

1 cup portwine

1/2 cup balsamic vinegar

2/3 cup sugar

3wholecloves

1 teaspoon Szechwan pepper

10 medium sized tart red plums (1 3/4
pounds) Large enough to stand up to brief
cooking.

Combine port, vinegar, sugar, cloves and
pepper in pressurecooker. Dissolvesugar and

stir. Add plumsandlock thelid. Bringto pres-
sure over high heat, 3 to 4 minutes. Remove
from heat and let sit for 5 minutes to finish
cooking.

Gently release any remaining pressure. Re-
movethelid and remove plums. Set aside anc
let plumsand remaining liquid cool .

Transfer plumsto glassjars, filling loosely.
Pour liquid over them, cover and storein the
refrigerator for at least two weeks before us-
ing. Keepsin the refrigerator about 6 weeks.
Makes1to1l1/2 quarts.

Cherriesin Ouzo Syrup

2 poundscherries, pitted

1/2 cup Ouzo (Anisette)

1 cup sugar

2 tablespoonsfreshly squeezedlemonjuice

Combineingredientsin pressurecooker and
stirtodissolvesugar. L ock onthelid andbring
to pressure on high heat about 4 minutes. Re-
move from heat and let sit for 10 minutes tc
finish cooking.

Gently release any remaining pressure. Re-
movelid. Iftoomuchliquidispresent boil until
liquid is thickened and syrupy but still pour-
able, 2 to 3 minutes. Refrigerate overnight,
covered beforeusing K eepsintherefrigerator
for up to 6 months. Makes 3 1/2to 4 cups.

Vegas Night raises $10,000 for scholarships

TotheEditor:

Thank you for your donationto the Endow-
ment Association. Our college students will
benefitfromthescholarship dollarsgenerated
by theVegasNight fund raiser.

This event raised about $10,600 for schol-
arshipsand we appreciate your participation.

Thecollegeisanimportant component of the
economic basein northwest Kansas and your
support isan integral part of our scholarship
program.

IngaSloan

Endowment Director

Northwest Kansas Technical College

Endowment Association

TotheEditor:

| guess the people who command the bully
pul pitand aretheFathersof the Goodland com-
munity arenow truly graspingfor straws. This
timechangethingisoneof themost ridiculous
“businessdevel opment plans’ I veever heard
of. If thisis the best use of the community’s
precioustimeandtalent, then| think Goodland
issunk.

Get your heads out of the ground and ook
around. Businesses are closing up right and
left. | find it depressing to drive down Main
Street andthebestideathat isprofferedfor the
public to debate and consider is whether to
changeto Central Time! Thiswill not makeany
real change for the economy of Sherman
County.

| read where someone said that they have
noticed that some travelers do not stop when
they realizethat Goodlandisstill inMountain
Time. | say hogwash! If thisistrue(and! highly
doubt anything but a very minute fraction of
travel ersbasetheir fuel and overnightlodging
decisionsonwhichtimezonethey arein) then
the oppositewould betrueal so.

_ from our
A \{ readers
I:'& ® {o the editor

| would venture to guess that there are far
more travelers coming from the east looking
for theauraand mystic of Mountain Timethan
travel erscomingfromthewest lookingforthe
nondescript Central Time. Instead of chang-
ingtoCentral Time, why not market Mountain
Time?

Which brings me to my next point. Moun-
tain Timeundoubtedly hasanauraand mystic
toitandthisisamarketablecommodity. Cen-
tral Timeisnot anything but regular. Western
Kansas|and is most marketable to folkswho
have sold out in the mountains because their
land wasworth afortuneand they can’t stand
the crowds anymore. They look for quality
land, reasonably priced and not too far from
their mountain roots.

Goodland is 200 milesfrom the mountains
but isstill in Mountain Time Zone. Thisisan
important psychological factor our mountain
buyersconsider when contempl atingamove.
Everwonder why grassland pricesstay up?It's
the mountain people who are familiar with
grassland but not farmgroundwho comehere,
buy it and keep the prices up.

Quit fooling around with this time change
thing and get onto something that might jus-
tify your position of |leadershipandreally help
build somebusinesses. Communitiesarebuilt
onebusinessat atime, not with asilver bullet.

KenKlemm

Sherman County
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TotheEditor:

The change of time to Central Time has
reareditshead again. Someof our local people
wanting thechangeonly think of their personal
pleasureand convenienceandfail torealizethe
affect it might have on our neighborsto north,
east, and south who today have an extra hour
todo businesshere.

Our community isfortunateto have 28 medi-
cal specialists from Denver and Coloradc
Springs, leavingthereearly and comingtoour
hospital by 9a.m, seeing patientsall day, stay-
ing overnight and then traveling to Colby the
next day.

Would our change to Central Time cause
thesedoctorsto changetheir scheduleand stop
in Burlington, stay over night, then travel tc
Colby?

| have seen the time change issue come up
twicebefore, only to bedefeated by at | east 2-
1, leaving behind hardfeelingsandlossof busi-
ness.

Lloyd Harden

Goodland

Tothe Editor:

“Keirns said there is no need for a public
vote.” (Goodland Star News, March 4, 2003)
Thisisnot anissueof changingthetimezone.
Thisisanissueof decidingwhat isbest for the
peopleof Sherman County without consulting
the peopl e of the county.

Gail Walter

Goodland

Letter Policy
The Goodland Star-News welcomes letters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and
must include a telephone number and a signa-
ture. Unsigned letterswill not be published. We
reserve the right to edit letters for length and
good taste.
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I'M TRYING TO PECIDE WHICH F RUNNING AROUND | OR RUNNING \ HOW ABOUT
WOULP BE MORE EXERCISE [ THE BLOCK... AROUND WOU | RUNNING
g FROM ME,
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